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Defiant Serbs torch villages as 
Europe braces itself for war 


$ 


KOSOVO WAS where the 20th 
century’s final cyde of Balkan 
wars began. Now Kosovo is 
where they will end; not with a 
peace agreement but, surely 
now, with the first attack by 
Nato on a sovereign state in its 
50-year history - and, if the 
worst comes to the very worst, 
with the first major European 
land war since 1945. 

Last night, as Serb forces 
continued to sack Albanian vil- 
lages, the final realistic chance 
of averting allied airstrikes 
against Yugoslav targets van- 
ished as first President Slobo- 
dan Milosevic, and then the 
Serbian parliament rejected 

. , dpmand<; lhrafv^CT»fim nriHtf«« 

deployment of a Nato-led in- 
ternational peacekeeping force 
in the Serbian province. 

In firrthpr pftnfirmaHnn that 

war might be athand, Yevgeay 
Primakov, the Russian Prime 
Ministei; cancelled a visit tothe 
United States which was due to 
start last ni ght The onslaught, 
which the White House said 
would be “swift and substan- 
tial”, could be unleashed as 
soon as early today. 

In a grim interview as he left: 
Belgrade for Brussels to report 

back to Nato, the US envoy, 
Richard HoJhrooke, made no 
bones of the failure of his last- 
ditch- mission. The circum- 
stances, he declared, were “the 
bleakest” he had known in His 
experience of negotiating in 


BY RUPERT CORNWELL 

erate further repression by Bel- 
grade that would probably drag 
Albania, Macprinnia and Urania 

-perhaps Greece and Ifcrkey 
too -Into “disintegration, chaos 
ami cfisorder on the doorstep of 
the European Union”. 

Later, the Prime Minister 
even more plainly donned the 

mantlp rrf wwmanripr iiTiu fhMif, 

addressmg “those British [dots 
who may be called into action, 
their families... all those peo- 
ple who are part of the armed 
forces... I would not ask them 
to lmdertake this if I did not be- 
lieve it was necessary”. 

La Washington, the mood was 
equally sombre. Congressional 


Inside 



/ That experience began in 
1995, when Mr Holbrooke took 

the Bosnia crisis in hand, brow- 
beat Mr Kfilnseric and the other 
protagonists to the conference 
table in Dayton, Ohio, and se- 
cured apeaee which has turned 
Bosnia into a virtual Nato pro- 
tectorate. Alas, Kosovo was 
omitted then. Four years on it 
has turned into perhaps the 
gravest Balkan conflict of all 
Mr Holbrooke said that yes- 
terday’s ta lks had been a “wa- 
tershed moment”, after nearly 
a year of unavailing Western ef- 
forts to broker a settlement be- 
tween ethnic Albanians and 
Serbs. The Yugoslav President 
did not want even to discuss ei- 
ther the ceasefire or fhe foreign 
..peacekeeping force, and “fully 
} understood” the consequences 
of that refusal, he added. In 
other words, the time for talk- 
ing has run out 
That, too, was the message 
from Western capitals. In the 
Commons, Tbny Blair warned 
that 65,000 more Kosovars had 
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teadffsofbofla parties raised be- 
hind President B21 GBntan's call 
for support for mDitary action. 
The sense was that airstrikes 
wm all but inevitable. 

On the ground, all seemed 
set for wan As Yugoslav and 
Serb forces continued the of- 
fensive in the Drenica valley in 
the north of Kosovo - a strate- 
gy whidi had prompted specu- 
lation that the Yugoslav 
president was staking out the 
ground for a partition of the 

province -an ominous calm de- 
scended on the capital, Pristi- 
na, to the south. 

After a spate of bombings, 
Serb police rampages and tit- 
fbr-tat killings, the city was 
deathly quiet Tightening the 
vice, the Yugoslav authorities 

also dosed the southern border; 


fhe Serb offensive: The Wtest had 
made a solemn promise to the 
t4hrrir» AThaniang, and would not 
permit a new humanitarian dis- 
aster mKbsovtx Nor would it toi- 


big tti 

The real question last night 

was when the air attacks might 

start Faced with the fresh tide 
of refugees and Mr Milosevic’s 
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almost mocking int ransig ence, 
earlier waverers in the alliance 
- such as Italy Germany and 
Greece - seem to have thrown 
their weight, however reluc- 
tantly, behind airstrikes. 

“Nato is now united and pre- 
pared to carry out its warning,” 

PresdentCfintonsaid.'TFPres- 
ident Milosevic is not wiffing to 
makepeace, we are wising to 
limit his ability to mg i° > war.” 

The threat has been heard a 
dozen times; this time, however 
ft rang true -perhaps explain- 
ing why the Yugoslav leader 
yesterday sadsed his army’s se- 
curity chief. Analysts saw the 
step as continuation of a purge 
of senior officers opposed to a 

confrontation with the West 

T jndh nigh t, Bw» main politica l 

factor staying Nato’s hand dis- 
appeared when Mr Primakov; 
leader of (he country which is 
Belgrade's staunchest aQy and 
categorically opposed to Nato 
airstrikes, called off his USvisit 

Thhavg ltt imrhpri nHarfcg at Hia 

very moment that Mr Primakov 
was in the Oval Office would 
have been an insult which even 
fhe present state of the US's re- 
lations with its former super- 
power rival would hardtyjustify 

Otherwise, military prepa- 
rations are virtually complete. 
The hope now is that one crush- 
ing blow against keymOittKy in- 
stallations will suffice to 
convince President Milosevic to 
changahte mind and 
international peacekeepers. 

If not, matters could quick- 
ly escalate; even to the point 
where a Nato ground invasion 
- something the allies have 
vowed they will never do- was 
the only option left That is a 
nigh tmar e scenario which no 
leader in the alliance has yet 
pubBcfy confronted, but was im- 
plicit in the warning of one 
Nato defence minister visiting 
London yesterday; “Kosovo to 
not Bosnia. It needs a political 
solution, a military solution 
does not exist” 

Butin the end, that solution 
will be up to Mr Milosevic In 
1987, as an ambitious younger 
member of the Serbian Com- 
munist Party’s central com- 
mittee, he went to Kosovo, the 
spiritual cradle of Serbia, and 
rwfltfo Hip gppAfh that laimdiwl 

today’s Serbian nationalism. 
TVro years later he stripped 
Kosovo, and the 90 per cent eth- 
nic Albanian majority of its 
population, of its autonomy. By 
then, Croatia, Slovenia and 
Bosnia had read the Serb writ- 
ing on the wall, and left Yu- 
goslavia. But Kosovo, where it 
all started, remained a tightly 
controlled part of Serbia Now, 
in the last Balkan war; Serbia 
may lose even its heart. 


Indonesia anarchy 

Western Borneo was in a 
state of anarchy last night 
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Paraguay in turmoil after 
death of Luis Maria Aigana 
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A Serb polioeman in the Drenica r^km of Kosovo during clashes with Albanian rebels yesterday Srdjan Ilic/AP 
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Kosovo is part of Europe, 
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to save it from Milosevic 
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‘We’re 
waiting 
for the 
bombs’ 


BY EMMA DAI.Y 

in Pristina 

WAR CAME to tlic capital of 
Kosovo yesterday for the first 
time since the conflict began in 
the rolling hills o veur ago. as 
Serb police surrounded Al- 
banian neighbourhoods, 
smashed down doors in search 
of weapons and beat any men 
unlucky enough to be found. 

Pristina was crawling with 
armed police. We decided to 
drive north. A few miles away, 
we spotted houses ablaze on 
the hillside and stopped just as 
50-odd dilapidated army vehi- 
cles rolled by. A soldier in a 
black mask, atop an armoured 
personnel carrier, flashed us 
the three- fingered Serb salute. 
He was all smiles. But then a 
car screeched to a halt and out 
jumped a civilian armed with 
a Kalashnikov. “It's OK.” we 
said, as calmly as passible. 
“We're journalists." He In- 
spected our Yugoslav press 
cards, and then waved us on. 

Ftear is not confined to the 
Albanian population in Kosova 
The Serb minority fives here in 
terror of the KLA. But most of 
the victims are Albanian. The 
red-tiled houses on the south- 
ern edge of Pristina were emp- 
tying fast as families left, 
carrying bock-packs and plas- 
tic bags, to the sound of ar- 
tillery booming to the west. 

But Mustafa Pacoli lay 
under a blanket, unable to 
move after a visit from the po- 
lice. He is 82. 

“They hit him on the head 
with that," his daughter Sevdi- 
je said, pointing to a small 
wooden table. “They were 
shouting, ‘Where ore your 
sons? Where is your gun? Your 
sons are in the KLA'." 

Back in Pristina, two Serb 
policemen killed by the Alba- 
nians were buried. “The situ- 
ation is explosive, everyone is 
waiting for the {Nato] bomb- 
ing. 1 ' said Maliq Gashi, at the 
funeral of Arianit Kehnendi. an 
Albanian lulled in a retaliato- 
ry attack on a cafe. 

"When the Serbs leave a 
place they always destroy it 
first ... I'm afraid they will do 
it in Kosovo." 
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How about a psychology A-level 
with your pint of heavy? 
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Labour bans 
poll criticisms 


TONY BLAIR was engulfed in a 
new row over “control freak- 
ery” last night after the Labour 
leadership decided that candi- 
dates who complained about 
the running of internal party 
elections could be disqualified 
Labour’s rulin g National Ex- 
ecutive Committee CNEC) 
agreed to bring in a new code 
of conduct for parly elections to 
prevent disputes over their 
handling becoming public 
The move comes after alle- 
gations that r unning totals of 
how votes were being cast in 
last year’s elections to the 
NEC, and the recent battle to 
become Labour's leader in 
Wales, were leaked to national 
party bosses during the ballot, 
enabling pro-Blair candidates 
to maximise their votes. 

Fbur left-wing members of 
the NEC voted against the re- 
forms. Liz Davies, one of the 
four; said: “There are several 
stipulations which are wholly 


No&n today 


by Andrew Grice 

Political Editor 

unnecessary restrictions on 
the democratic rights of Labour 
Party members. This is part of 
the drive to silence dissent” 

The left-wingers also criti- 
cised the NEC’s decision yes- 
terday to suspend the 
constituency party in Newark, 
Nottinghamshire, after the con- 
viction last week of Fiona Jones 
fiv m aking fclse declarations o*i ! 
her general election expenses. | 

Mark Seddon, a left-wing | 
NEC member; said: “It is not a 
good idea to dose down the 
Newark Labour Party. The 
whistleblowers should not be 
disciplined.'’ 

But Vic Hall secretary of the 
Newark Labour Party until its 
suspension, said: “This is the 
news we were waiting foe It 
means the party can move for- 
ward and mount an effective 
campaign in the elections” 
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Bid to 
halt IRA 

releases 

rejected 


Chris Milford abseiling in the name at St Mary and the Virgin church in Maiden, Gloucestershire. He and a colleague, 
Norman Starrier; from the firm WadBwalkers, are to repaint the interior; parts of which date to Norman times PA 
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LIGHTING UP 


Boltat 6.44pm to 6.15am i 

Binning ham 637pm to 5.59am 

Bristol 6.29 pm to 6.03am 

Glasgow 6.38pm to 6.07am 

London 6.20pm to 5.53am 

Mandwstcr 6.29pm to 6.01am 

Ncocwdi 637pm to 5.57am 

HIGH TIDES 
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EXTREMES 

WannMC Femdown ISC (59F) 
Coldest (day): Brae 5C (A T FJ 
Hottest: Dundremian 8.0 mm 
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FORECAST 


General sltaatfon: Northern England. Wales and south-west England will be mild 
but mostly cloudy with outbreaks of rain, Including some heavier bursts over the 
hills. The Midlands. East Anglia and south-east England will be mostly dry and 
mild with breaks In the doud to allow sunny spells, the best of them in the far 
east. Overnight ram will dear southern Scotland to leave all of Scotland and 
Northern Ireland with a blustery mix of sunshine and showers, the showers most 
frequent In the west. 

London, SE ft Cone S England, E Anglia, MhOanda, E England: Mild and 
doud will break to allow some sunny spells. A moderate south-westerly wind. 

Max temp 13-14C (55-57R. 

NW England, Wales, Late Disc, Isle of Man: Mostly cloudy with rain moving 
hi. heaviest on frills. A moderate south-westerly wind. Max temp 11-1 4C (52-5/F). 
Channel Is. SIR England: Increasingly cloudy with patchy light rain. A moderate 
south-westerly wind. Max temp 1 1-1 AC (52-57F). 

Cent N ft NE England: A few sunny breaks at first but doud will increase bring- 
ing some rain. A fresh south-westerly wind. Max temp 1 I-14C (52-55F). 

NW ft NE Scotland, Aberdeen. N Isles: Any overnight rain win become con- 
fined to the Northern Isles. Other areas will have sunny spells and blustery show- 
ers. A strong west to south-westerly wind. Max temp 7-9C (45-48F], 

SE ft SW Scotland, Edinburgh, Glasgow, w Isles: Early rain will dear to leave 
sunny spells and showers, the showers most frequent In the west. A fresh west to 
south-westerly wind. Max temp 9-12C (4B-5AF1. 
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Today's readings 




NOa 
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London 

Good 

Good 

5 England 

Good 

Good 

Wales 

Good 

Good 

C England 

Good 

Good 

N England 

Good 

Good 

Scotland 

Good 

Good 

N Ireland 

Good 

Good 
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Son rises: 05.55 
Son secs: 18.20 
Moon rises: 10.24 
Moon sets: 01.32 
First Quarter: Mq 




Aberdeen 

Anglesey 

Avtemorc 

Belfast 

Birmingham 

Bournemouth 

Bristol 

Buxton 

Cardiff 

□acton 

Cramer 

Edinburgh 

Exmouth 

Fishguard 

Folkestone 

Glasgow 

Hastings 

Hove 

Isle-or-man 
Isle-of-wight 
Jersey 
Kendal 
Leeds 
Lerwick 
licddwnpcon 
London 
Lowestoft 
Manchester 
Margate 
Morecambe 
Newcastle 
Newquay 
Norwich 
Oxford 
Ross-c»-wye 
Sakombe 
Scarborough 
Shrewsbury 
Southend 
SouchpoR 
Stornoway 
Swanage 
Tfenby 
Torquay 
Westotv-s-mare 
Weymouth 
24 boors to 
Information 


02 1.0 

0.1 0 

0.1 0.3 

1.4 0.3 


1.0 0.3 

1.5 0.3 


Key - 

Bekwirc 

.■friirc 

■ iMO-C 
■zi-xrc 
■Omxrc 


• . . . ■.•.(“Jr.' 




2.1 0 

0 5.1 


23 0.3 

0.5 0 


5.1 0.3 

5.7 0 

2.0 0.3 

1.7 0 


0 9 48 

0 4.6 9 48 

5.3 0 12 54 

0.4 0 10 50 . 

5.5 0 13 55 

62 O 11 52 

6pm (GMT) Monday: 
by M WeatborCentre 



Lew W will move eastwards. Low S will fin. Low X will become multi-centred and 
mow north-eastwards. High B wffl edge east while High C sinks southwards. 
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THE HIGH COURT in Belfast 
yesterday rejected a Home Of- 
fice attempt to blodc the release 
of four high-profile IRA pris- 
oners, inrfiiriing the Brighton 
bomber Patrick Magee. 

The ruling appeared to avert 
a confrontation between the 
Government and Sinn Fein 

which had reacted angrily to the 
move and could have resulted 
in the extension of Magee's 
sentence by a year or more. 

Mr Justice Girvan said there 
was no question that the North- 
ern Ireland Sentence Review 
Commission had acted in bad 
faith by sanctioning the re- 
lease of die four men under the 
terms of the Good Friday 
Agreement. 

The judge said the wisdom 
or fairness of the 1998 Northern 
Ireland Sentencing Act which 
set up the early release 
scheme, was not a matter for 
the court ‘'History will be the 
ultimate judge,” he added. 

He found that the Sentence 
Review Commission's decision 
was “totally reasoned and care- 
fully formulated”. ‘‘Whether 
one agrees with the final deri- 
sion or not is irrelevant in this 
case,” he said. “It has not been 
demonstrated that they mis- 
understood their functioa” 
“Magee, was due to' be re-” 
leased in June but three others 

- Paul Kavanagh, Thomas 
Quigley and Gerard McDonnell 

- were due to have been re- 
leased yesterday Quigley Ka- 
vanagh and McDonnell are 
being held in the top security 
Maze prison, butit was not im- 
mediately dear if they would 
now quality for immediate re- 
lease. 

Angela Ritchie, the solicitor 
for the four republicans, said 
that the governor of the Maze 
was now awaiting confirma- 


BY David McKrmucK - f 

Ireland Correspondent 

tion from the authorities before 
setting three of than free.%. 
Hopefully they wfll be released g 
as soon as possible. There p 
should be no legal impediment* 
to that happening now,” she 
said. 

Bernard McCluskey repre- 
senting the Home Searetaxy; -• 
Jack Straw, is considering.^ 
whether or not the Gowoaa^ 
ment should appeal against^ V 
the decision. ' > 

For the Tories, Lord Tabbit^v^ 
- who, with with his wife, was ^ 
seriously injured in 1 he £J '- > 
Brighton bombing - daimedthe ' --a 
Government's decision to refer- 
the matter to the courts showed - 
that its policy was in disarray r V 
He said it was “total incompe- 
tence that after all this time'- 1 " 
since we enacted the legislation"-' 7 
to let all these criminals out dM** 1 
prison, that the Home Office^ 
should suddenly discover and > - 
apparently not even teD the - 
Northem Ireland Office that 1 *" 
they thought there was a flaw *- 
in it so for as toe release of - ■ 
criminals convicted on toe- 
mainland were concerned”. "-** 1 

The High Court ruling came /■ 
after a of political impale . 
in whidi a further meeting be- 
tween David Himble and Gerty ..-j 
Adams in Belfast foiled to make «| 
progress. The Ulster Unionist * 
leader said all he had heard' 
from toe Sinn Fein president r . 
was “simple reiteration” of the . . 
republican position that de-’V 
commissioning would not be r 
forthcoming. .L ; 

■ to Castiewdlan, Co Down, a » 
CathoUcmanwasiAjuredvhen . r ‘ 
a grenade exploded at a scrap- 
yard. Responsibility for tile at- - 
tack was claimed by the loyalist 
Orange Volunteers. 


south-westerly wind. Mjx temp 9-12C (4B-54F). 

N IrtUmt Early rain will clear to leave sunny spells and blustery 
west to south-westerly wind. Max temp 9-1 1C (4S-52F). 


showers. A fresh 


WEATHERLINE 

For the latest forecasts dial 0891 5009 
FolUvKd by die wo digits tor your area, 
fowl* The Met. Office. Calls charged at 
50p per mill (Inc VAT} 


OUTLOOK 

Scotland and Northern Ireland will be cool and windy with sharp showers. Cen- 
tral and south-eastern England win have rain but elsewhere It will gradually 
brighten up After a cold but sunny scart rain will spread across Scotland and 
Northern Ireland on Friday, other jreas will also doud over. 

TRAVEL 


London: A12 Grew Man Roundabout. 
Leyton stono. Major roadworks on now 
Mil Ink road. Untd 31st Docomber. 
Bristol: M5 J18-19. Mojar Roadworks on 
Avon mouth Bhdao. Until 23rd June 2001 . 
Warwickshire: M42 Botwoon J10 Tanwwth 
services and J9 Sutton Cddflcid. Roadworks 
and coraraJtow. Until 23rd April. 

South Vbtkshlra: Mi Bctwoor J34 Tmsioy 
Viaduct (A6109I & J3J Tinsley Viaduct 
(A61 78l. Sheffield. Camagoway Is reduced 
to two lanes southbound. Until 21st 
Nove m ber 2000. 

Gloucestershire: A40 Lansdown Rd. 


Cheltenham. Closed due to roadworks 
Inbound. Diversions In place. Until 1st June. 
Co. Antrim: Ai Kings way, Dunmunray. 
Roadworks, various lane restrictions. Ureil 
1st August. 

Derbyshire: Afl Between Derby Southern 
Bypass (A50) and Shard low Road round- 
about. East of Akraston. Coriraftow for work 
on now A50. UnH 15th October. 

AA ROadHacch: Call 0336 A01 777 for 
the latest local and notional traffic news. 
Source: The Automobile Association. Calls 
charged M 50p per min (Inc VAT). 
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Rain or 
Shine 

WINDS AND heavy rain bat- 
tered north-west Australia 
yesterday as Cyclone Vance, 
already responsible for flat- 
tening more than iGO homes, 
continued its destructive 
march inland. 

Meteorologists logged 
winds ofl66mph, the strongest 
recorded on mainland Aus- 
tralia Residents of Kalgooriie, 
550 miles east of Perth, were 
sandbagging their homes as 
the cyclone approached 
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Teacher fined over 
classroom explosion 
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A TEACHER was yesterday 
fined £250 and ordered to pay 
£4^32 costs for a classroom 
accident which left hhnsrif and 
four pupils injured. 

Brian Watkins, 52, was 
demonstrating last April how to 
make a screwdriver handle 
using molten aluminium when 
there was an explosion, mag- 
istrates at Newport, Gwent, 
were told. 

The design and technology 
teacher at Duffryn High School 
in Newport sufE^red injuries to 


BY MIKE BRO WNHILL 5 

an eye and an arm, and four - 


with molten metaL None of the? 
pupils was seriously hurt 

Watkins, who denied the 
charge, was convicted ofbreacbr : f / ; 
ing the Health and Safety atVj.' 1 
Wcfrit Ari l^ foiling to take «at' ' 
sonabte care of himself ar^oth- —' 
cys. No one in the classroom was -v 5 '- 
wearing protective dothing. =-- ; 

The teacher has since re- ' 
tired due to fll-health. • .'- 1 
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Take the Compaq Deskpro EP 64S0+ with the powerful new Intel® Pentium® in processor. | 

t Add the Compaq S700 17" colour monitor. 

Attach a special price tag of just £1195, or £1404.1 3 with VAT (until March 31st 1999). 

And, quite simply, you get a PC that’s incredibly fast and completely reliable - at a superb price. 

(You’re also getting it from the world’s number one PC manufacturer.) 

To take advantage of our offer, call us now. 

> 0845 2704270 

(Please quote 99EP65) 

COMMa Better answers. 

www.compaq.co.uk 

Compaq Deskpro EP Desktop 6+50+ with Intel K Pentium* II! processor 450MHz, 64 MB SDRAM, Windows* 95 preinstalled plus S700 17" monitor For £1 195 (£1404.1 3 with VAT) 

UWOTfliiwflMHipmttiiiioRViteiiwpiriSal&Su^ 


Pentium*^/ 





























Tl *t iNn u , 



TOE INDEPENDENT 

^fednesday March 24 1999 


HOME NEWS/3 


•ass ett 


p 3*age 
Oats 




I to 

I I It\ traditional British products will suffer if the American trade ban bites 
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Roger Knowles, chairman of Woods of Windsor, which makes perfumes and toiletries, says the proposed tariffs are 'absurd* Bn«u Hatter. 


IT IS a classic example of what 
can happen when a couple of 
pUryground friends fall out One 
child hits another; the other hits 
backs where it hurts. And these 
are precisely the tactics to 
twfaich the United States has 
Jesorted in the continuing 
transatlantic trade war with 
its closest political allies. 

Angry about a long-standing 
European Union ban on 
hormone-treated American 
beef, Washington has threat- 
ened to slap a punitive import 
tariff of 100 per cent on a cata- 
logue of European products. 

This is no random UsL Amer- 
ican trade officials dearly gave 
careful thought to selecting 
traditional products that would 
cause the most upset to EU . 
member states. 

French truffles, Dutch cut” 
dowers and Spanish tomatoes 
are among die exports which 


By Kathy Marks 
AND UNUS GREGORIADIS 

will be in effect frozen by the 
crippling AitiM 

In (he case of Britain, prod- 
ucts dose to the national heart 

— such as tfln gliah mustard, 
liquorice allsorts, bacon and 
raspberry jam - were chosen. 
Hundreds of companies around 
the country, both large and 
jgmaTl 1 win be affected. In the 
caaeof smaller businesses, the 
American move could jeopar- 
dise their survival. 

- The provisional list, an- 
nounced on Monday comes on 
top of products already affected 
by a parallel row with the US 
over European imports of 
bananas. These items indude 
perfumes, bat h oils and cash- 
mere sweaters. 

- American officials are un- 
abashed about their strategy 


nnrf waib dear yesterday that 
it was a tit-for-tat aimed at 
forcing the EU to revoke the 10- 
year-old ban. They say that 
beef from cows injected with 
growth hormones is perfectly 
safe. The EU is not yet con- 
vinced, although Britain has no 
objection to its import 

Jay Ziegler; spokesman for 
the Office of US Hade Repre- 
sentatives, told BBC Radio 4's 
Jbday programme: “Our hope 
is to provide an impetus for 
member states of the European 
Commission to come to the 
negotiating table and reach an 
effective compromise. 

“This list has been drawn up 
with the idea of encouraging the 
member states to focus on the 
importance of reaching a 
negotiated solution. We are 
□sing our market leverage to 
send a very dear signal that if 
the European Union is unwiH- 


ing to open its market, we will 
retaliate with action in kind.” 

British businesses, mean- 
while, are at a loss to under- 
stand how they have become 
embroiled in an esoteric trade 
c&spute with no relevance to the 
products that they send across 
the Atlantic. 

Peter Cook, joint managing 
director of Tip tree Jams, a 
small Essex-based company 
that has been exporting its 
products to the US since early 
this century, said: “We are 
caught up like minnows in a 
pond while the politicians {day 
games with us. The list is very 
odd. It seems to have been 
drawn up wiffi no rhyme or rea- 
son. Why is only raspberry jam 
affected and no other jams?” 

Certainly, the list of threat- 
ened goods makes fur strange 
reading. It encompasses a 
whole range of meat products, 


such as “edible offal of bovine 
animals, fresh, chilled or 
frozen”, and also lists “guts, 
bladders and stomachs of ani- 
mals (other thaw fish), whole 
and pieces thereof”. 

More bizarrely it also in- 
cludes nrrirmK “other than onion 
sets, or pearl onions not over 
16 mm in diameter", dried car- 
rots, corned beef; cough drops, 
yarn (but not sewing thread), 
motorcycles with 50-250ec en- 
gines and “hair dippers, with 
self-contained electric motor”. 

Roger Knowles, chairman of 
Woods of Windsor; a family per- 
fume and toiletries company 
that has been trading since 
1770, said: “They seem to have 
plucked out the victims at 
random. The list is an absurd 
mixture.” 

His company was hit by the 
earlier hanana raw, which led 
to the US imposing heavy 


duties on European luxury 
items. Bubble bath was 
deemed by the US authorities 
to be a luxury. 

Mr Knowles said: “We have 
won the Queen's Award for ex- 
ports twice. The failed politi- 
cians who run Europe should 
be helping, not hindering us.” 

Yesterday there was more 
bad news. A large American 
group telephoned to cancel a 
£100.000 order for moisturising 
bath and shower cream. 

Brett Bateman, managing 
director of Woods, said: “The 
Americans are very keen on 
quintessentially English prod- 
ucts Eke ours. But they were not 
prepared to take the risk of hav- 
ing to pay the tariff once we had 
delivered them." 

Manufacturers of traditional 
British confectionery, such as 
Terry’s Chocolate Oranges and 
Trebor Basset's liquorice All- 


sorts, will aLso be affected. 
Richard Johnson, a spokesman 
far York-based Terry’s Suchani 
said that the tariffs could cost 
the company millions of pounds 
in lost sales if the threat be- 
comes a reality. 

“Chocolate Oranges are a 
growing market for us in the 
US” said Mr Johnson, who 
pointed out that Terry's 
Suchard was owned by Kraft 
Fbods. an American company. 
“There is a certain irony in the 
fact that a hit list drawn up in 
the US could end up affecting 
the fortunes of a US food 
group.” he said 

Tunnock's, a Scottish family 
firm whose chocolate-covered 
caramel wafers are highly pop- 
ular in the US, has been forced 
to suspend exports because of 
the crisis. The firm is also suf- 
fering from an import ban im- 
posed three years ago by Saudi 


Arabia, which is uvunimi; 
British milk products because 
of the BSE scare 
The losers m tins affair ore 
not only the manufacturers in 
Britain. British (uqiatriatcs ui 
America rely on being able to 
buy traditional items from 
home, such as English jam ur.d 
chocolate burs. 

Brian Lownds Pate man. 
whose Tbrquuy-bused com- 
pany, Lownds Patcman. ex- 
ports ceramics and toiletries, 
said: “The whole affair has 
become veiy petty." Tb mark 
the banana dispute, which has 
hit his products, the firm has 
begun manufacturing banana 
split dishes. “1 hope the Amer- 
icans don't turn round and stick 
tariffs on them,” he said. 

Leading article. 
Review, page 3 
Ken Livingstone, 
Review, page 4 


A Trade battle on two fronts 
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A BEEF WAR has been 
threatened by the US be- 
cause Europe has banned 
Che sale of beef from hor- 
mone-treated. rattle. The US 
Food and Drug Administra- 
tion (FDA) had approved 
the use of six hormones to j 
boost cattle size. The US j 
protested to the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) 
chat the ban was unfair. The 
WTO sided with the US. In 
1997 it gave the EU 1 5 
months to find scientific ev- 
idence against treated beef. 


That deadline expires In 
May. Though fears remain 
that traces of the chemicals 
could linger in the meat on 
sale, Che EU has offered no 
proof. 

Plans to label the meat 
have been rejected by the 
US. Europe says it will not 
have a decision by May. 

As a result, another front 
has been opened in the 
trade war, which could af- 
fect exporters of 5300m 
(£187m) of goods from Eu- 
rope co che US. 


THE BANANA WAR Stems 
from a ruling by che WTO in 
1996 that Europe must 
stop Favouring its former 
colonies in che Caribbean. 

The US had protested to 
the WTO chat these islands 
- whose economies often 
depend on the banana 
trade - were being given an 
unfair advantage over often 
cheaper producers in Cen- 
tral and South America. 

However, Europe says 
that 78 per cent of its ba- 
nana imports already come 


from South America. 

This had led critics to 
claim that the. US stance is 
more about Hexing its mus- 
cles against a powerful Eu- 
ropean trading bloc than 
about che principle of free 
trade. 

Last month the US insti- 
tuted 1 00 per cent tariffs 
on a range of European im- 
ports, worth £365m. This 
move has hit, among oth- 
ers, makers of British cash- 
mere sweaters. 

CHARLES ARTHUR 


Save £1 at Sainsbury’s 
on all £4*99 wines. 
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Why prosciutto and bananas 
just don’t mix in Little Italy 
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By Daveo usborne 
in New 'Ybrk 

THERE IS nothing wrong with 
prosciutto hum mflrlp in Amer- 
ica, according to iJiigi Di Palo. 
It is just that prosciutto made 
in Parma, northern Italy is... 
weQ, better In Italy, the hogs 
live a little longer; so the hams 
are larger They are fed a rich- 
er diet, winch gives the meat a 
sweets' taste. 

’ Luigi is joint ownec with a 
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a purveyor erf imported Italian 
fare on a street corner in Man- 
bt'fen’s Little Italy. Crammed 
Wki? cheeses and cured meats, 
it has been a shrine to discern- 
ing - and homesick - Itali an 
Americans since his grandpar- 


me two prosdutti to sampla 
Even I can tell the difference. 

Luigi has good reason to be 
Mocaned about prosdutto and 
two other staples of his shop, 
■ftey are pecarino cheese - he 
Las 88 varieties, all from Italy 
ranging from the delicate and 
very young to the aged, much 
sharper pecorino that is most- 
ly used far grating - and also 
Italian biscuits, including bis- 
catti. Bis worry is that all these 
"Inducts may be about to be- 
ume seriously expensive, to 
the point where even his most 
loyal customers may feel they 
s* too costly. 

This is due to the spat be- 
tween Washington and Bros- 



Di Palo’s, a taste of Italy in New Ybrk Shaum Baldwin 


sels over EU policies that 
favour Caribbean and African 

bananas over those from Amer- 
ican companies. The US threat- 
ens to impose lOOper cent 
tariffs on a range of ^hixuiy 
goods" from Europe - among 


Luigi’s shop. 

‘‘Prosciutto, pecorin o cheese 
and biscotti have nothing to do 
with hnaxry," L«igi insists, mth 

a sweep of the hand around fas 

miniature shop, which is solid 


is not a gourmet item to have 


pecorino onyuur table and it is 
not a gourmet item to have pro- 
sciutto on the table. We need 
them, like evaybody else needs 
a loaf of bread. 14 Marjyofbis cus- 
tomers are from families who 
have been shopping here far 
three generations. “In some 
ways, we are probably more 
Italian than most shops back in 
Italy” he says. 

“This isrft about bananas, ifis 
about attitude. The Europeans 
think they can now act strong 
with the United States. Rut 
Europe should remember how 
America helped when it was in 


need,” says Luigi, talking not 
just about world wars but also 
about how America became 
home to so many European im- 
migrants. 

iJiigi concedes that his loy- 
alties are a little divided “I am 
proud to be an American, but I 
am proud of my Italian heritage 
also," he says. The Americans 
should not be so hasty in threat- 
ening the tariffs. The Euro- 
peans, on the other hand, 
should drop the “attitude” 

Di Palo will endure, even if 
the tariffs are applied After all, 
a veterinary embargo kept all 
Italian prosdutto out of the US 
far 20 years from 1968. And 
Luigi has been scheming how 
best to circumvent the new 
duties. Ebr the biscuits, there is 
little he can do and his cus- 
tomers are already hoarding. 
“Some of them are'getting a 
Kttie panicked,” he admits. 

Of the pecorino, the news is 
better Ereah pecormo will be hit 
with the new tariffs, hot aged 
pecorino - considered inferior 
by some, but in Luigi's book 
more tasty - will be exempt 
And white the duties will theo- 
retically push up the price of 
Italian prosciutto from about 
$16 (£10) to $30 (£19) a pound, 
he will be able to soften that hy 
importing prosdutto on the 
bone, which is also exempt 
from the tariffs. 

EaDing all else, there will be 
prosdutto made in the US. 
Really, it’s not bad 






All £4-99 wines at Sainsburys now reduced to £3*99. 
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Dinner: Bed k Breakfast (per night) 
March 26 to April 11 


■1 ■nil ” n^T WlTTf 1 1 



Callnowfotal 
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pne,ofc 

Ashford 
Basildon 
Basingstoke . 
Belfast 
Bexley 

Birmingham Airport 
Birmingham/Great Barr 
Birmingham City 
Cardiff 
Cardiff City 
Chester 
Dublin Airport 
Dover 

Farnborough 
Glasgow City 
Haydock 

Hemel Hempstead 
High Wycombe 
Hull Marina 



Leeds/Brighouse 
Leicester 
Manchester • 
Milton Keynes 
Norwich 

Nottingham/Derby 
Portsmouth 
Reading 
Sheffield 
South Mimms 
Stevenage 
Stoke-on-Trent 
Swansea 
Swindon 
Taunton 
Teeside 
Wakefield 
Walsall* 
Washington 


1EBUS B OOMjmONS 

Pro; quota! m £s per parson, per nstt and based oaa rrtrtnun of B)tM nights MWWMbMl 
ttd» iradllmnai braftiaa. dome« (.must be taken tram the £U)«Mtiai pronuttonai meni) and 
VXI at 175^ and two nwfc staring a standard tartn.'donWe room." This promotion is aniaUetor 
double occuooncr onh (family rooms arc not available]. Ap reservations are subject to aratafcHIt* rrttti 
a Tented nunber of rooms jvabble as those promotional rates, this offer cannot be used in 
corfuncdon with any otter otter or special promotion. 

* Not oars of the PosThousa Brand 
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Straw ready to water down 
Lawrence renort proposals 


THE HOME Secretary, Jack 
Straw, said yesterday that he 
was taking “personal respon- 
sibility'' for building an anti- 
racist society by implementing 
most of the recommendations 
of the Macpherson Report into 
the racist murder of black 
teenager Stephen Lawrence. 

But Mr Straw will have dis- 
appointed the inquiry team by 
raising objections to several of 
its key suggestions. 

In particular; Mr Straw ex- 
pressed “serious reservations” 
over the recommendation to 
consider prosecuting for racist 
language in the home. 


Comer 
stones of 
history a 
‘myth’ 

BY ROGER DOBSON 


ONE OF the most famous 
odysseys of prehistoric man 
may never have happened. 

For more than 70 years, the 
popular theory surrounding 
the building of Stonehenge has 
been that the key bluestones 
were transported by land and 
sea on a journey from the Pre- 
seli mountains in south-west 
Wales to Wiltshire. 

Geologists and archaeolo- 
gists have long supported the 
216-mile epic-trek theory, de- 
spite the Herculean effort that 
would have been involved in 
moving 80 stones, each weigh- 
ing around four tons, with little 
more than muscle-power 

But according to a book 
being published next week by 
one of the foremost authorities 
an stale circles, the epic trekal- 
most certainly never happened 

The stones may well have 
been taken from Whies to Wilt- 
shire, but it was ice-age glaci- 
ers that carried the rock, rather 
than prehistoric man. The 
builders of Stonehenge, about 
4,600 years ago, simply used 
what had become local stone. 

Aubrey Burl an archaeolo- 
gist who has studied stone cir- 
cles for more than 30 years, 
rejects the idea that the Welsh 
stones were chosen because of 
their magical powers, and says 
there is irrefutable evidence 
that the same kind of Welsh 
stone was on Salisbury Plain 


By Ian Burrell 
Home Affairs Correspondent 

Although he agreed to look 
at the issue, Mr Straw said: “Sfe 
need to balance the concerns 
expressed with the right to pri- 
vacy and family life and free- 
dom of speech.” 

Mr Straw also stressed that 
his acceptance of the “double 
jeopardy” recommendation by 
Macpherson, which would 
allow people to be tried twice for 
the same offence where fresh 
evidence was presented, was no 
more than a commitment to 
“consideration” of the issue. 


The Home Secretary will 
personally chair a steering 
group, which will include rep- 
resentatives, of police and eth- 
nic organisations, which will be 
driving through a raft of mea- 
sures called form the Macpher- 
son Report. 

A feasibility study has been 

ordered into the setting up of a 
new independent complaints 
system to investigate com- 
plaints made against police of- 
ficers by members of the public. 

Police officers will also be 
subject to disciplinary pro- 
ceedings where fiUy are found 
to have used racist words or 


committed racist acts. Police 
are to be mad* subject to the 
Race Relations Act as a Gov- 
ernment priority, making chief 
constables legally responsible 
for the actions of their officers. 

The Home Secretary ac- 
cepted Macpherson’s wider de- 
finition of a racist incident - 
where any interested party 
considers that there was a 
racial element to what took 
place -and said this would be 
universally adopted by police 
and other agencies. 

Mr Straw said he was anx- 
ious that, unlike Lord Scar- 
man’s report inner city riots in 


1981, the Macpherson report 
should be a platform for “real 
practical change". “The trou- 
ble with Scarraan was that it 
was seen as a boft-m extra, and 
it didn’t become infused into the 

police service or its culture.” 
said Mr Straw. 

But the Macpherson team is 

likely to be disappointed by the 

Home Secretary's inclusion of 
a series of caveats. 

Although Mr Straw has 
promised to include policing in 
new Freedom of Information 


details relating to informers, in- 
vestigations and prosecutions. 


The Home Secretary is com- 
mitted to disciplining police of- , 
ficers found to be respansibldji, 
for racist words or actions, but 
said that dismissal in such 
cases could not “be applied in 
a generalised way because 
each case must be decided on 
its merits". 

He also said that Macpher- 
son’s suggestion that retired po- 
lice officers should be liable to 
being disciplined to- up to five 
years after retirement “needs - - 
further consideration". 

Mr Straw’s Action Plan will 
be debated in' the House of ■ 
Commons next Monday. 





Dawn over Stonehenge. An archaeologist says that glaciers, rather than man, carried the four-ton stones 216 miles to Wiltshire KippaMc 


before Stonehenge was built 
He also lists evidence in the 
Yale University Press book, 
Great Stone Circles, of glacial 
deposits - known as erratics - 
of the Welsh stone along a line 
between Presili and Wiltshire. 

Stonehenge is made up of two 
types of stone, sarsens from the 


Avebury area 18 miles north of 
Stonehenge, and a mix of do- 
lerites (Milestones) from the 
Preseli mountains. It was the ge- 
ologist Herbert Thomas who in 
1923 linked the bluestones with 
tiie iCam Meini ridge of the Pre- 
sell mountains. “Since that time 
it has been popularly accepted 


that the stones could only have 
reached Salisbury Plain by 
human effort,” Mr Bud said. 

But he added that research 
showed that prehistoric soci- 
eties did not move massive 
blocks from any great distance. 
“When there was convenient 
stone they used stone. When 


there was not they used timber 
or earth,” he said 
At Stonehenge, “the discov- 
erers [of the stones] may have 
amMouslyplatmedacoDCgitric 
dude for the 83 hides, but when 
the last bluestone was un- 
earthed and the countryside 
scoured no more were found... 


[and] the scheme was mocfifiMl 
into a less impressive singe 
circle of about 57 stones. Eves 
in the golden age of prehistory 
there could be blunders, and 
Stonehenge was no exception/ 
□ Great Stone Circles, pu$ 
lished next meek by Yale Unf] 
versity Press, £1935. . Vj 
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GPs targeted in drive to curb costly drugs 


FAMILY DOCTORS who dis- 
pense expensive brand-name 
drugs are to be targeted in a 
drive that could save the NHS 
£60mayeai: 

Ministers are considering 
radical reforms to the way GPs 
dispose the medicines as part 
of a wider review to cut profi- 
teering by pharmaceutical 
companies. The Department of 
Health review follows research 
showing health authorities 
could wipe out their drug bud- 
get deficits if more generic 
medicines were prescribed in- 
stead of branded drugs. Gener- 
ic drugs are often just as 
effective as brand names but 
GPs are bombarded with mar- 
keting and gifts from big phar- 
maceutical companies. 


BY Paul Waugh 
P olitical Correspondent 

The overhaul, part of a wider 
drive to cut billions from the 
drugs budget, will target GPs 
who can supplement their in- 
come by up to £60,000 by dis- 
pensing drugs themselves 
instead of using a pharmacy. 
They receive a payment of 10.5 
per cent of the cost of the drugs 
they prescribe. 

Critics ssy the doctors, who 
often work in rural areas, bank 
the income or spend it em- 
ploying locums to cut their 
workload and “spend more 
time on the golf course” On av- 
erage, more than 74 percent of 
drugs prescribed by dispensing 
GPs are branded- 


The Government has al- 
ready set a target of 72 per cent 
of all drugs to be dispensed as 
generic by 2002 but ministers 
are concerned that urgent ac- 
tion is needed to reach the fig- 
ure. Had generic drugs been 
prescribed in the NHS last year 
in place of branded versions, 
£66m would have been saved, 
all but wiping out the £69m 
drugs overspend. 

The Audit Commission has 
estimated that if GPs wane 
forced to prescribe just 20 af the 
most common drugs generi- 
cally, the NHS could save £50m 
a year. 

The review will also aim to 
tackle the practice of drug com- 
panies selling their products as 
loss leaders to hospitals while 


simultaneously selling them at 
high prices to GPs and phar- 
macies. 

Once a hospital consultant 
has put a patient on the drug, 
GPs are pressed to keep them 
on the same medication, al- 
lowing pharmaceutical firms to 
make huge profits. The differ- 
ence in price between a hospi- 
tal and community surgery can 


be dramatic. One month's pre- 
scription of the diuretic Frum3 
can cost 20p per patient in hos- 
pital compared to £6.20 when 
prescribed by a GR 
Peter Bradley, Labour MP 
for The Wrekin, will raise the 
“scandal” of branded drugs in 
an adjournment debate in the 
House of Commons today. 
“These two scams, the dis- 


pensing GPs’ nice little earns 
and the hospital-led prescrib 
ing, are costing the NHS £66o 
a year;” he said last night . J 
“Every penny wasted, oi 
branded drugs is a penny wfcfef 
should be spent onhealth cate 
The money saved would pay fe 
4,000 nurses' salaries or allay 
us to abolish dental chargesni 
England." 






Family convicted over 
£3m ‘fraud factory’ 


TEN MEMBERS of a family 
were convicted yesterday of 
setting up a “fraud factory” 
aimed at netting almost £3m in 
false iqjury and benefit claims. 

The ringleader, Mohammed 
Sharif, 58, faked six road acci- 
dents so family members could 

make false Haims against in- 
surance companies, Preston 
Crown Court heard. 

Two daughters, Yasmin Sar- 
wac 25, and Parveen S h arif. 30, 
were each twice recorded as 
victims of “accidents” in six 
months involving cars driven by 
their father. Other family mem- 
bers used false names to pose 
as independent witnesses. 

One of Sharif's sons, Zulfiqan 
28, pretended for 15 years to 
have been left in a persistent 


by Peter Beal • . 

vegetative state after a street 
attack in a bid to claim a record 
£l.7m from the C riminal in- 
juries Compensation Board. 

His fraud was exposed when 
investigators found a family 
video showing him lifting 
weights on a multi-gym, driving 
a car and running laughing 
down the street 

Mo hamm ed Sharif, sons Zul- 
fiqan Arif, 27, and Abid, 23, his 
daughters Parveen, Yasmin 
Sarwar and Razia Atoned, 26, 
and sons-in-law Abdul Raschid, 
22, Mohammed Ramzan, 37, 
and Sain Ahmed, 43, were 
found guilty erf conspiracy to de- 
fraud insurance companies, 
the Department of Social Se- 


curity and the Criminal In- 
juries Compensation Board 

They were estimated to have 
been paid £230,000 in false 
claims, £211,000 of which was 
transferred to banks in Pak- 
istan the day after their arrests 
in 1996. The total amount of 
claims was £2.8m. 

The judge, Mrs Justice Steel, 
remanded Sharif in custody 
for sentence in May. The others 
were given bail. The judge 
warned all of them they faced 
jail sentences. 

“The offence is quite excep- 
tional in the scope and the 
scale of the blatant dishonesty 
and cheating which was prac- 
tised on tiie various agencies 
defrauded in this case,” she 
said 


Domestic Sewing Machines ^ 

This is an important safety notice to owners of 
the following Brother sewing machines: 

VX 1120 VX1120S VX 1125 VX1130 ~ 

• VX 1140 VX 1145 VX 1400 VX 1410 1- 

VX 1420 VX 1430 VX 1440 VX 1460 ^ 

ONLY 240v-22Qv MODELS 

Our continuous Quality Control Programme has '■ 

identified a potential electrical safety hazard which i ^ 

may occur on the above models. \ js&rV 1 

To check whether you have one of these, look 

for the model number on the front panel of your •* ' . ~ j 

sewing machine. V .. *" 

- If you have or use any of these models, 
please stop using the product immediately, and disconnect froiathe 
mains supply. Then contact us to arrange a free safety check on: 

TT Freephone 0800 731 3553 

8am to 8pm, 7 days a week 

We apologise for any inconvenience this may cause, and thank you for your 
co-operation in this matter. 

This does not affect any other Brother sewing machines or products 

Brother UK Ltd., ShepJey Street, Auden shaw, Manchester M34 5JD. 


*JS\Cr* \ 
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Anger as the 


Opera House 


goes private 
for a season 


the royal Opera House has 
engaged a commercial pro- 
moter to stage a season by the 

Royal Ballet in the new lottery- 
funded opera house, The In- 
dependent has learned. 

This means that hundreds 
of thousands of pounds from 
ticket sales are likely to go to 
the promote: rather than back 
into the coffers of the publidy 
funded institution. 

Last ni^rt tiie Lottery Pro- 
motion Company, which mon- 
' ifors how lottery money is 


Bv David lister 

Arts News Editor 



the move. Its political consul- 
tant. Geoffrey O’Connell sakfc 
“It’s outrageous. The lottery 
was not set up to frmd venture 
> capitalism. It was meant to go 
: to good causes.” 

The Royal Ballet nimniw 
season in July next year will be 
. presented by the experienced 
da n ce and music promoter; 
Victor Bochhauser, as the 
ROH says it cannot afford to 
put it on. Profits from the sea- 
son are expected to be large. 
Most of the Royal Ballet’s 
stars,indudingSjtoeGmEern, 
Darcey Bussell and Irek 
Mukhamedov, should be avail- 
able, and ftill houses are likely. 

The decision has been au- 
thorised by the Royal Opera 
House’s new executive direc- 
tor; Michael Kaiser; who joined 
the ROH from running a bal- 
let company in Newark. 

It is not unusual for private 
promoters to present the 
Royal Ballet abroad or mother 
British venues. But it is un- 
precedented far one to present 
the company in its own home 
The new opera house has ben- 
efited from £7&5m of national 
lottery money And from next 
mouth the taxpayers' annual 
contribution to the Royal 
Opera House will go up from 


w** 

Vi - to 


^ ^ i i 


Victor Hochhansex: Hired 
to pranote ballet season 


a grant of gtaam to £16m, ris- 
ing to £20m by April 2000. 

One Royal Opera House 
source, who did not wish to be 
named, said: “We are probably 

talking about hundreds of 
thousands of pounds ofprofit 
here. If Victor Hocbhauser 
can do it, then vriby on eartix can 
the Royal Opera House not do 
it? It’s the Royal Ballet's own 
house, the place which the 

p nhKnhag fiwwtori TTris ishaHr- 

docHr privatisation.” 

Victor Hodihanser saidyes- 
terday: “I suppose this is un- 
precedented, but, of course, I 
have promoted them else- 
where. I don't know if this will 
become a trend. I certainly 
hope it win." 

A Royal Opera House 
spokeswoman said: “Ifs un- 
usual, and it does look slightly 
bizarre to end up with Victor 
promoting the Royal Ballet in 
its own house. But the situation 


has come about because we 
arc doing a fimited season be- 
cause of the fiwwrittl difficul- 
ties we have had. Ota- season 
officially ends in Nfey and the 
Bochhausers [Vidor and his 
wife and business partnea; Li- 
lian] w e r e very keen to pro- 
mote us in London. Of course, 
they are not just doing it fra* 
love. But as we could not afibcd 
to put the company an, the sit- 
uation is str»ny but logical.” 

The spokeswoman refused 
to divulge any details of the 
contract between the Royal 
Opera House and Victor 
Hochbausec But the normal 
deal J ar pri v ate promoters is to 
pay a one-off fee and then to 
take all, or a large percentage, 
of the box i^ce profits. 

It has not yet been decided 
which ballets will be per- 
formed; but ROH sources said 
they are certain to be popular 
works playing to big audiences. 
■ The Royal Opera House is 
expected to arm/winro today 
the appointment of the con- 
ductor Antonio Pappano to 

H t CCeed grRprnnitl HaWntrj i y 

rnndf director in 2002. Pap- 
pano, 39, was born in Londan. 
Sinc e 1992 he been music 
director of La Mommie Opera 
House, Brussels. His most ac- 
claimed recordings are a Puc- 
cini series for rmi. Sir Colin 
Southgate, former head of 
EMI, is chairman of the ROH. 

One ofPappano’s successes 
was to conduct opera’s glam- 
our couple, Angela Gheorgiu 
and Roberto ALagna, through 
a series of recordings. Before 
Brussels, Pappano held posts 
at New York City Opera, 
Barcelona, Chicago and 
Frankftirt He was brought up 
in Pimlico, London, but the 
family emigrated to the US 
when Antonio was 13. 



Royal Ballet star Syivie Guillem, dancing here at the Sadlers Wells Theatre, is one 
of the attractions the ROH hopes will poll in the crowds Laurie Leins 


London faces 
TB epidemic 
as drugs fail 


THE GLOBAL epidemic of 
tuberculosis is out of control 
and threatening Britain and 
other Western countries, ex- 
perts said yesterday. 

At least 50 people a week are 
falling victim to the disease in 
London and cases hare doubled 
in the past decade. Experts said 
that the growth in cases in 
London mirrored that in New 
York before its outbreak a 
decade ago. which affected 
2,000 and cost more than Sibn 
'QQ.fibnt to control. 

The white death, so called 
because of the deathly paler of 
its victims, kills more people 
worldwide than Aids or malar 
ia - two to three million a year 

- and the emergence of drug 
resistant strains has increased 
the threat 

There are 6.500 cases of 
tuberculosis in the UK each 
year, and one in 20 shows signs 
of drug resistance. Most pa- 
tients can be cured with a cock- 
tail of cheap antibiotics, taken 
for six months, costing about 
£50. But about 100 patients in 
Britain have developed multi- 
drug resistance. In them the 
disease takes years to treat and 
costs at least £50,0u0. 

Tb mark World TB day teday 
intemational experts warned 
that the emergence of multi- 
drug resistant tuberculosis 
posed one of the greatest 
threats to global health and 
called for urgent action to curb 
its growth. In Russia, an esti- 


BY JEREMY L-UHRAMCE 
Health Editor 


mated 160,000 are infected with 
resistant strains, most of them 
prisoners because of the court- 
in's collapsing health system. 
Asia is also badly hil 

The International Union 
against Tuberculosis and Lung 

Diseases, based in Paris, said 
“If we wait a year or two more, 
multi-drug resistant tubercu- 
losis may well become the prin- 
cipal epidemic of the next 
decade, spreading beyond Hus 
sia and Asia into Western 
Europe." 

In Britain. Dr Peter Davies, 
a consultant chrst physician m 
Liverpool and secretary of TB 
Alert, a charity’ to be launched 
today, said tin- number of cases 
in Britain had risen sharply bc- 
twren 1987 and 1993. and the in- 
crease had been sustained 
since. London cases were mir 
raring the situation in New 
York a decade ago. “The graph 
showing the increase in cases 
overlaps. The rise in TB in 
Britain has been sustained for 
the last six years becousL the 
disease is out of control world- 
wide," he said. 

TUbereulosis is a stubborn 
bacterium which rw pares six 
months of In’uLmcnt to eradi- 
cate. Poor countries could nut 
afford sufficient drugs and pa 
tienLs often foiled to finish the 
course, encouraging the de 
volopment of resistant strains 


Girl dragged to death 
in bus door incident 


A GIRL of 14 girl died after a 
cord on her coat caught in bus 
doors as it pulled away, police 
said last tonight. 

Sarah Nelson suffered se- 
vere head injuries, being 
dragged several yards after 
she climbed off the bus near her 
home in Harcet, near Peter- 
borough, Cambridgeshire, yes- 
terday. She died in hospital. 

Police said they would be 
talking to the five other pas- 
sengers on the bus. They also 
wanted to trace the driver of a 
taxi thought to have been foi- 


BY BRIAN FARMER 


lowing the bus. Bus driver Tbni 
Johnson, 32. of Peterborough, 
was treated for shock. 

Jim Simpson, operations 
manager, for bus company 
Stagecoach Viscount said their 
single-decker minibus would 
be checked for mechanical 
faults. 

Special prayers were said for 
Sarah at Stanground College in 
Peterborough, where she was 
“a bright and intelligent” Year 
10 pupil 


you’ll find some monster 
savings on books at 
amazon.co.uk 
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Otters to be tempted back to the river Thames 


A PROJECT to tempt otters 
frock to the Thames was 
launched yesterday by Sir 
David Attenborough, the 
wildlife broadcaster, and 
Michael Meacher, the En- 
vironmpint minister who posed 
with two tame otters near 
Maidenhead in Berkshire. 

It is hoped that fay improv- 
ing the riverside habitat and 
water quality the three-year; 
£170,000 scheme will encour- 
age the mammals to return to 
the river and its tributaries in 
Surrey, Berkshire, Bucking- 
hamshire and Oxfordshire. 

Wild otters were last resi- 
dent in the Thames region in 
the 1970s, before intensive 
agricultural pesticides and 
damage to their habitat led to 
their decline. 

Sign s of otters have been 
found in the area in recent 
years, suggesting that a small 
number of transient otters are 
seeking territories in the 
Thames region. 

Local people will be in- 
volved in recovery efforts and 
in raising awareness of the 
plight of the often 

Sir David said: “The otter is 


BY UNUS GREGOR1ADIS . 

one of our most enchanting 
animals. Everyone witt benefit 
if we succeed in this. It is a 
chance for us to put right some 
of the damage done to our 
wildlife.” 

Between the late 1950s and 
the 1970s otters were brought 
to the verge of extinction by a 
mixture of hunting, pollution 
and encroachment on their 
environment by expanding 
towns. 

Contamination by agricul- 
tural pesticides and fertilisers 
was pinpointed as one of the 
main causes of the decline, 
causing fish stocks in rivers to 
dwindle and starving otters 
from their natural habitat 

Conservation efforts over 
the past 20 years have seen fee 
British otter’s fortunes re- 
stored, with numbers reaching 
3,000. The Government has 
pledged to reintroduce the 
otter to all its pre-1960 habitats 
by 2010. 

The scheme is part of the 
National Otter Biodiversity 
Action Plan, which was 
launched last summer 


Sir David Attenborough holds an otter at the launch of a campaign to counteract pollution and restore the animals to their former riverside habitat Dylan Martmez/Reuters |»' 
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Not every shell has 


Not ever V diesel engine is housed within the refined body 
Of the Peugeot 406. Not every diesel engine is capable 
of squeezing up to 29%* more efficiency from its fuel. 
Not every diesel engine has had its noise levels hushed by over 50%*, nor its 
vibration levels calmed to such a level of tranquillity. Not every diesel engine 
is so polished that it produces 50%* more torque: for superior acceleration at 


lower speed and a far smoother drive. Not evety diesel engine has signifi- 
cantly cut already low emissions (achieving 60 %‘ fewer particulates, 40%* 
less carbon monoxide). Not every diesel engine has had £330 million and 
5 years of intensive research lavished upon it jm 
But then, not every diesel engine is the Peugeot Miilll ^ « 
HDI. Call 0345 56 55 56. www.paugeot.co.uk PEUGEOT Eftl 


Spending 
watchdog 
attacks 
IT ‘chaos’ 


THE IMMIGRATION service 
was reprimanded by the Gov- 
ernment's spending watchdog 
yesterday over a computer sys- 
tem which has sunk the de- 
partment into chaos. 

A “too ambitious” £77m pri- 
vate contract to install the sys- 
tem at the Immigration and 
Nationality Directorate dND) 
has led to months of delays for 
thousands of applicants, in- 
cluding international business 
people, foreigners living in the 
UK ami individuals requiring 
work permits. 

The National Audit Office 
(NAO) said in a report that gov- 
ernment departments should 
carefully consider whether 
such computer projects were 
achievable, even whety 
prospective suppliers made en- 
thusiastic bids for the work. 

The immigration depart- 
ment’s computer project is al- 
ready lagging 14 months behind 
schedule and is unlikely to be 
fulfy operational until next year 

Hie delay, which has been 
exacerbated by tiie problems of 
relocating the INDs offices in 
Croydon, has Infuriated the 
Home Secretary; Jade Straw, 
who told MPs this week that he 
“deeply regretted” the deteri- 
oration in the immigration ser- 
vice. He said the problem was 
the greatest managerial chal- 
lenge faced by the Home Office. 

Mr Straw, who visited the 
IND yesterday, has told the 
private contractor; Siemens 
Business Services, to draw up 
a plan to deal with the delays. 

The aim of the Siemens pro- 
ject, which was agreed in 1990, 
was to switch from a paper- 
based to a computer-based sys- 
tem to speed up decisions on 
immigration and asylum cases. 

Hie IND employs 1.400 and 
spends £67m a year dealing 
with 400,000 cases. 


By Ian Burrell 
Home Affairs Correspondent 

The NAO report found that 
problems with the computer 
project began after it was de- 
cided to abandon plans to use 
easting information technolo- 
gy packages and instead intro- 
duce taflormade software. This 
meant that the introduction 
date was put back to June 1999. 

The report warned that 
there could be more problems 
if the timetable slipped further 
because most of the limited 
software in use by the direc- 
torate was not year-2000 
compliant 

Sir John Bourn, head of the 
NAO, said: ‘There are many ex- 
amples of bespoke projects 
such as this one which in ret- 
rospect can be seen to have 
been too ambitious, despite 
there having been enthusiastic 
bids frff the work fhm prospec- 
tive suppliers.” 

David Davis, chairman of 
the Commons Public Accounts 
Committee, said the IND was 
in “chaos". He criticised the de- 
cision taken by the Immigra tion 
ministes; Mike O’Brien, to move 
offices, implement business 
changes and c omplete thf ram- 
puter project at the same time. 

He said: “Whilst there has 
been a substantial transfer of 
risk to the contractor, ulti- 
mately if the project is delivered 
late, or not at aU. the taxpayer 
wfll foot the Ml.” 

The problems come as the 
Immigration and Asylum BQ1 is 
going through Parliament, with 
proposals for the biggest shake- 
up in the immigration system 
for decades, involving an over- 
haul in the organisation and 
working methods of the IND. 

However if the n project is 
successful, it will bring sub- 
stantial savings, the report said. 
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Toll road victory claimed 

THE BUILDERS of Britain's planned first tolls motorway 
claimed victory in the Court of Appeal yesterday over 
campaigners trying to stop the Birmingham Northern Re- 
lief RoacLTbm Smith, managing director of Midland Ex- 
pressway Ltd. said court rejection of an appeal by the 
campaigners removed the final obstacle to construction. 

Third pupil dies from meningitis 

A THIRD pupil from the same school has died from menin- 
gitis in 15 months. The teenager;' who attended Notre Dame 
High School, Liverpool, died yesterday. Health officials said 
the schoolgirl's death was an isolated case. Pupils boycotted 
classes at the school after the deaths of Michelle Fleming, 
14, and Kelly King in December 1997 and January 1998. 

Second test tube baby at 55 

A WOMAN who lied to doctors about her age to become 
Britain’s oldest test tube mother three years ago has had 
a second child at 55. Pauline Lyon, from March, 
Cambridgeshire, gave birth to a boy at Hmchingbrooke 
Hospital in Huntingdon on Monday. She gave birth to a 
daughter, Lauren, a month before her 52nd birthday. 

Chocaholics get taste for reading 

A NEW magazine was launched yesterday devoted to 
chocolate. Chocolate Magazines editor said Britons were 
the world's s econd largest purchasers of chocolate -after 

Snitzeriand - and the journal would cater to that interest 
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Breast removed 
after lab mix-up 


Anita Froggatt who had one of her healthy breasts removed with her husband Planl Phil SpencerfThe Mirror 


A WOMAN who had a healthy 
breast removed after being 
told mistakenly that she had 
cancer^ was the victim of a mix- 
up of slides in a laboratory, a 
hospital said yesterday. 

Anita Froggatt agreed to 
undergo the mastectomy at 
the Chesterfield Royal Hospi- 
tal after analysis of a lump re- 
moved from her right breast 
apparently showed it was ma- 
lignant. Two weeks later it 
emerged that the slide wilh her 
healthy breast tissue had been 
confused with the slide of an- 
other woman, who bad cancer. 

%sterday the hospital said it 
took hill responsibility for the 
error and that it was investi- 
gating how it had happened. A 
member of the laboratory staff 
has been suspended on foU pay 
Christopher Day. medical 
director; said: “We acted im- 
mediately and saw the patient 
as soon as this error came to 
light- It is a tragic situation and 


BY JEREMY ITERANCE 
Health Editor 

we take full responsibility We 
have given her a frank expla- 
nation of events and, of course, 
a full apology” 

Mrs Ftoggatt, 2S. who has a 
lft-year-old soa told Tie Mir- 
ror that she was still too 
shocked by the news of the un- 
necessary operation to be 
angry She said “1 car. never 
forgive them for Shis. They 
have robbed me of my wom- 
anhood. It's unthinkable what 
they’ve done to me, and it's oil 
fur nothing.” 

She added: "It's unbelievable 
how one lab technician's work 
can sail through as gospel with- 
out being checked and checked 
again before such drastic 
surgery It beggars belief You 
trust the NHS. You believe 
what you're urid." 

She has lost her factory job 
since the operation, which in- 


cluded removal of the broph 
node* in her armpit, because 
movement of lier arm is now 
restricted 

The hospital said that it 
would not contest a claim for 
compensation, which some 
estimates have put as high as 
£500.000. 

Phil Bowen, a solicitor who 
is representing Mrs Froggatt, 
said “In many years of dealing 
with medical negligence 
claims this is undoubtedly the 
most appalling case (hat I have 

experienced. 

“The distress which has 
been caused to Anita is unimag- 
inable. To even begin to recov- 
er from this tranmntic 
experience mv client will re- 
quire counselling and recon- 
structive surgery" He added 
“Both Anita and myself would 
wish to moke it clear that this 
is an unusual mistake and nei- 
ther of u*s would wish this to 
affect the use of Ihr brcist 


screening service by any 
woman who discovers a tump 
inhp^b^paJ^L , ’ 

to the past, patients have bad 
limbs wrongly amputated but 
greater precautions a re now 
taken and these errors have 
been eliminated In the early 
1930s, healthy patients in Birm- 
ingham were wrongly diag- 
nosed with bone cancer and 
underwent chemotherapy as a 
result of errors by a pathologist 
in reading tireme samples. But 
breast cancer charities said 
yesterday that they had not 
heard of slides being mixed up 
in a laboratory before. A 
spokeswoman for Breast Can- 
cer Care said: “It is absolutely 
horrifying With today 's health 
care and the scnfmng avail 
abk 1 , noihiRg should go wrong." 

TIk- hn.spitil said tha: the 
other woman in the mix up 
had received the correct treat 
ment because htT slide was not 
misread 


Smokers killing 
125 babies a year 




PARENTAL IGNORANCE about 
passive smoking causal as cot 
deaths a yean a leading expert 
claimed yesterday. 

Research released in a cam- 
paign to make parents aware of 
tobacco smoke damage to in- 
font health showed only 7 per 
cent of parents knew of a link 
between cot death and pas-* 
sive smoking. 

"Cot death still remains the 
main cause of death for babies 
over (Hie month old,’' said Joyce 
Epstein, secretary-general of 
the {foundation for the Study of 
Infant Deaths. “It takes nine 
lives a week. We are shocked 
han% anybody is aware we cut 
cot death by cutting smoking.” 

The latest figures show a 
baby is eight times mare like- 
ly to succumb to cot death if 
both parents smoke. 

The Gallup stray of 2.000 
people commissioned by the 
Doctor Patient Partnership, 
which fe leading the campaign, 
showed, the majority of parents 
were also unaware their smok- 
ing infyeased their child's Eke- 


by Cherry Norton 
H ealth Correspondent 


lihood of having chest infec- 
tions, asthma - and becoming 
a smoker. Only 41 per cent 
thought passive smoking af- 
fected childhood asthma, onty 
22 per cent believed it in- 
creased risk of chest infection. 
Just 13 per cent thought it en- 
couraged children to become 
smokers. 

The research findings are 
very different: 74 per cent of 
chOcfren say smoky places 
make their asthma worse, 
passive smoking doubles the 
risk of acute respiratory ill- 
ness in children, and children 
who Uve with two parents who 
smoke are twice as Ekely to be- 
come smokers. 

“These results are fri ght- 
ening,” said Dr Simon Fradd, 
chairman of the partnership. 
“Many people who smoke 
around their children are gen- 
uinely unaware of the extent of 
the problems they can cause to 
their children’s health.” 


v Hugh O'Shaughnessy 

We who wanted 
Pinochet punished 
have already won 


i\ thf Wednesday Ri.yicw page 4 
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10 % 

20% 

30 % 

How much will 
you let your 
car insurance 
increase before 
you phone us? 



o. ■» bT »“***■ 



dfilgnp 

Car insurance premiums are 
set to rise by as much as 30%. 

Isn't it time you did something about it? 

for better, cheaper car insurance 
give us a call now. 

CALL 0181 253 8113 

wwvndrectfina.com 
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It’s military action - but don’t mention the word ‘war’ 


DECLARATIONS OF war have be- 
come almost commonplace these 
days, a routine so familiar in its lan- 
guage that you need to remind 
yourself exactly what it is you are 
listening to. Mr Blaiz; for example, 
had not been in office for two years 
and yet he has twice had to perform 
the gravest task that can fell upon 
a Prime Minister - that of sending 
troops to attack a foreign state. It 
helps that nobody uses the word 
war; naturally, or feels the need for 
any solemn inauguration of hostil- 
ities. 

Mr Blair’s statement yesterday 
on Kosovo had its moments of 
Churchillian apostrophe, it’s true. 


moments when his deliberate ca- 
dences were aimed ata national au- 
dience, but the feet that he talked 
always of “military action" in- 
evitably took the sting out of his 
words. Military action sounds re- 
assuringly like a one off; an in-and- 
out operation, and it is crucially 
qualified by its adjective, which 
wffl reassure most people watching 
the evening news that this has lit- 
tle to do with them. War might con- 
ceivably involve us all, “military 
action” is something performed 
somewhere else by trained profes- 
sionals. 

Mr Blair needed to warn people 
that this would not be a bloodless 


engagement so he did, coming as 
dose to spying that troops would die 
as any politician could in such cir- 
cumstances. He needed also to de- 
scribe his objective in such a way 
that opposition sc^rtks couldn’t se- 
cure a bridgehead, and he did that 
too, declaring that the aim of NATO 
air strikes would be to “curb con- 
tinued Serbian repression in Koso- 
vo”. 

What he couldn’t concede was 
that these objectives are virtually 
impossible to achieve from the ain 
with surgical strikes on Serbian mil- 
itary capability. 

Mr Hague began by offering his 
support in the ritual manner (quit* 


the Sketch 



the support was heavily qualified. 
The Conservatives he said, would 
back bombs but not boots - there 
should be no ground troops used. 

Labour backbenchers muttered 
unhappily atthis reservation but (he 
anxiety was shared by others, and 


THOMAS 

SUTCLIFFE 

genuflection to courage and dedi- 
cation of the armed forces, brief ex- 
ecration of the dictator in question, 
matching solemnity of tone). But 


Sir Peter Tbpsell (Con. Louth and 
Hozncastle). “Using weasel words 
to theBzitish public is veiywnxig,” 
be spluttered, as he outlined his 
conviction that British blood would 
inevitably be spot in the Balkans. 
For the first time Mr Blair looked 
heated as, finger jabbing, be re- 
peated the terms Of pn gagpmont 
“■flan the country the price of your 


poficyT, shouted back Sr Peter thus 
forming a slightly startling cross- 
bench alliance with the Labour 
Party long-standing Cassandras, 
Tam Dalyell and Tony Benn. True 

to form, the latter managed to con- 
vey the sense that the gravest ele- 
ment of this crisis was the Prime 
Minis ter’s constitutional imperti- 
nence in not allowing the House of 
Commons to debate the matter 
first Alice Mahon (Lab. Halifex) (fid 
the sceptics' cause no favours ei- 
ther; with a tremulous insistence 
that dialogue was preferable to 
force, a remark that drew disbe- 
lieving mutters from disillusioned 
veterans of Rambouillet 


“It takes two sides to make 
peace," Mr Blair had said in his' 
statement underlining Milosevic’s 
culpability (the Serbian leader had 
a “Bfr” in the original text but had 
been stripped of it in the delivay, 
a tiny shift which marked his trans- 
formation from negotiable obstacle 
to justifiable target). There was re- 
alty no contradicting that yesterday 
but, whatever he says allowed, Mr 
Blair must know that it takes two 
sdes to make war, as well, and that 
the Serbs will almost certainty not 
want the same kind as he and his 
allies. 

They will want to fight theirs on 
the ground. 


Bombing 
‘will aid 
Balkan 
stability’ 


TONY BLAIR faced dissent from 
all sides yesterday when he told 
the Commons that Britain was 
ready to help in Nato air strikes 
on Serbia to avert a “humani- 
tarian disaster" in Kosovo. 

MPs warned the Prime Min- 
ister that bombing may not 
bring President Milosevic back 
to the negotiating table and 
could lead to a full-blown war 
with Serbia. 

But, in a sombre statement, 
Mr Blair said that while the po- 
tential consequences of military 
action were serious, “the con- 
sequences of not acting are 
more serious still for human life 
and for peace m the long-term”. 
_ He added: “We must act to 
save thousands of innocent 
men, women, and children from 
humanitarian catastrophe, 
from death, barbarism and eth- 
nic cleansing by a brutal dic- 
tatorship, to save the stability 
of the Balkan region, where we 
know chaos can engulf all of Eu- 
rope." He said if Kosovo was left 


KOSOVO 


By Sarah Schaefer 
Political Reporter 

to the mercy of Serbian re- 
pression, there was “not mere- 
ly a risk but a probability of 
re-i gniting unrest in Albania, 
destabilising Macedonia and 
almost certain knock-on ef- 
fects in Bosnia and further ten- 
sion between Greece and 
Turkey. We cannot contem- 
plate, on the doorstep of the EU, 
disintegration into chaos and 
disorder" 

WLUiam Hague warned the 
Prime Minis ter that his party 
would not be willing to back the 
use of ground forces to fight for 
a peace settlement 

Action should have been 
taken sooner against the Serbs, 
rather than the issuing of a 
“string of last warnings and ul- 
timatums the credibility of 
Nato has been called into ques- 
tion,” the Tory leader added. 

Menzies Campbell, for the 



Tony Blair, grim and untalkative, leaves Do wing Street yesterday to make his sombre statement In the Commons 


Russell Boyce 


Liberal Democrats, told Mr 
Blair “The political aim should 
be to require the Milosevic 
government to pay such a high 
price in military assets that it 
is persuaded, even compelled 
to return to the conference 
table?” 

Sir Peter Tapsell, the Tory 
MP for Louth and Horncastle, 
accused Mr Blair for using 
“weasel words” with the British 


people because air strikes 
alone would not achieve the 
Nato objectives. 

“What the Government is 
proposing now is to make war 
on Serbia and it is a profound 
political mistake to suppose 
that Milosevic is not supported 
by the mass of the Serbian pa- 
triotic people, one of the great 
fighting people of Europe. 

“The British people should 


be told now that we are on- 
barking inevitably in ground op- 
erations, that will result in 
heavy casualties 
But Clive Soley, the chair- 
man of the pa rliamentar y 
Labour Party, told Mr Blair 
that the British people had 
learned “more than anyone 
else that appeasement does 
not work”. The British people 
would not allow anyone to for- 


give and forget the “barbaric 
crimes" which had been per- 
petrated in Kosovo, he added. 

Tony Benn, the MP for 
Chesterfield, said Britain and its 
allies were “breaking interna- 
tional law”, and attacked the 
Prime Minis ter for not holding 
a debate in the House of Com- 
mons on the issue. 

David Winnick, the Labour 
MP for Walsall North, said: 


“When we listen to the voices 
of non-intervention, isn’t it the 
case that those who argued for 
non-intervention were wrong 
about the Falklands in 1982, 
wrong about Kuwait in 1991, 
and certainly wrong about the 
help of the international com- 
munity in bringing about a set- 
tlement in Bosnia in 1995, so 
why on earth should we believe 
they are right now?” 


Clarke 

backs 

elected 

Lords 

CONSTITUTION 

BY PAUL WAUGH 
Political Correspondent 

THE FORMER Chancellor Ken- 
neth Clarke joined senior 
Labour and Liberal Democrat 
MPs yesterday to launch a new 

cross-party campaign for a fulty 

elected second chamber for 
Parliament. 

Mr Clarke revealed that 
more than one-third of all back- 
bench MPs and most Tory 
frontbenchers had backed pro- 
posals to replace the House of 
Lords with a senate-style body 

The campaign was launched 
as 131 MPs signed an early day 
motion demanding that “the 
composition of the second 
chamber of Parliament should 
be determined by election”. 

Accompanied by Charles 
Kennedy, the liberal Democrat 
agriculture spokesman, and 
Mark Fisher; Labour's former 
arts minis ter, Mr Clarice said 
the motion would send a dear 
message to the Royal Com- 
mission on Lards reform. 

“There is strong and grow- 
ing cross-party support in the 
House of Commons for an 
elected second chamber... In 
the 2lst century only the bal- 
lot box can provide the second 
chamber with sufficient legiti- 
macy for it to perform a con- 
stitutional role."- 
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DOVER TO CALAIS 



IN 1999 


(CAR & UP TO 9 PASSENGERS) 


‘APEX 99’ 

1 January to 30 June 

1 July to 23 December 

Book & Pay by 

31 March 1999* 

5 Day 
Rerum 

Flexible 

Return 

5 Day 
Return 

Flexible 

Return 

£95 

£155 

£105 

£165 


Information and Booking Hotline: 087 0600 0600 
or see your local travel agent. 

Motorhomes/minibuses and transit fares are subject to a £25 return supplement. 
Book and Pay in advance. £30 cancellation fee. Offer subject to restricted space. 

Offer cannot be combined with any other offer and replaces any previous APEX fares. 
Flexible return qualifies for journeys over 120 hours. 



Labour offers safeguards 
against town-hall sleaze 


STRINGENT SAFEGUARDS on 
freedom of information are to 
be imposed on town halls 
across the country to ensure 
that elected mayors and cabi- 
net-style governments do not 
descend into secret cabals. 

The draft Local Government 
Bill published today will make it 
a criminal offence for any coun- 
dl to refuse to publish details of 
how decisions are made. To re- 
duce the danger of secrecy and 
corruption, powerful scrutiny 
c ommi ttees will also have the 
right to call mayors and cabinet 
members to account 

The proposals have been in- 
dudedin the Bill to counter crit- 
icism that the creation of direetty 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

By Paul Waugh 

and Colin Brown 

elected mayors and other exec- 
utive forms of government will 
lead to overcentralisation. 

The long-awaited legislation 
wiD aim to transform cnmcOs by 
allowing just 5 per cent of the 
local electorate to trigger a ref- 
erendum on a mayoralty. Min- 
isters hope that local 
newspapers will campaign for 
a referendum in their area, by- 
passing obstructive council- 
lors who refuse to stage a poll 

The Bill will also feature 
tough new codes of ethics for all 
coundflors and officers, with re- 


gional standards boards with the 
power to exdude politicians 
from office if they breach the 

guidelines. 

However; the Liberal De- 
mocrats were adamant last 
night that mayors and cabinets 
could exacerbate the problem 
of town-hall sleaze. Paul 
Burstow, the party's local gov- 
ernment spokesman, said that 
the only real solution was to in- 
troduce proportional repre- 
sentation (PR) for councils. 

“This Bill could simply in- 
stitutionalise the control of 
town halls by domineering lead- 
ers,” he said. “If ministers are 
serious about tackling sleaze, 
they must introduce fair votes 


for local government .. Without 
PR, Labour’s rotten boroughs 
will be able to getaway with cre- 
ating aUpowerfuL one-party ex- 
ecutives, accountable to no one 
but their own political friends." 
■ Tories attempted last night 
to delay the passage of the 
Local Government Bill as it 
readied its report and third- 
reading stages. The legislation 
will end universal budget cap- 
ping and scrap compulsory 
competitive tendering intro- 
duced by the Thatcher gov- 
ernment Conservative MPs 
filibustered in protest at the 
CCT proposals and the speed 
with which Labour was aiming 
to dear it from the Commons. 



PEERS YESTERDAY urged the 
Government to end its “frag- 
mented” policy on dealing with 
nuclear waste. 

A report by the influential 
Lords' committee on science 
and technology argued that 
phased underground disposal 
was “the right way forward” to 
deal with the waste. 

“Nuclear waste has been 
treated in an ad hoc way for far 
too long There are wastes for 
which no long-term manage- 
ment method has been identi- 
fied and there are radioactive 
materials in store that are not 


NUCLEAR WASTE 

By Sarah Schaefer 

needed but thathave yet to be 
classified... reliance on super- 
vision for very Jong periods in- 
creases the probability of 
human error” Lord Tombs, the 
Committee’s f'hMirmfln, said. 

Th e peers’ inquiry was set up 
after the decision in 1997 by the 
then Tory environment secre- 
tary, John Gummei; to reject 
Nirex’s plans to build the first 
stage of Britain’s underground 
nuclear waste dump near Sei- 
lafield, Cumbria. He also turned 


down British Nuclear Riel's 
plans to keep foreign interme- 
diate-level nuclear wastes in 


The report also said: “We 
must start now to find a solution 
to tins unprece dented pr oblem " 
But Greenpeace dismissed 
the committee as a “pack of os- 
triches”. “Dum ping nuclear 
waste underground is irre- 
sponsible," said Dr Helen Wal- 
lace, a Greenpeace scientist 
“Evidence at the Nirex inquiry 
showed that any dump would 
leak and contaminate land, 
rivers and water supplies.” 



John Gammer: Rejected 
underground dump 


Defeat on young 
offenders 

THE GOVERNMENT was 
defeated by 149 to 144 when 
peers backed a call to give 
magistrates more discretion 
on whether to refer first- 
time offenders to proposed 
youth offender panels 
during the third reading of 
the Youth Justice and 
Criminal Evidence B3L 

Today’s Agenda 

Commons. 9.30am for 
backbench debates on: 
transport in eastern region. 


THE HOUSE 



Metropolitan Police budget, 
teenage pregnancy. 2.30pm: 
Northern Ireland questions. 
Prime Minister's questions. 
Lords. 2.30pm: Debate on 
role of marriage, debate on 
Gulf War illnesses- 


Beef ban can go 
in Scotland 

MEMBERS OF the Scottish 
Parliament will be able to 
lift the beef-on-the-bone ban 
north of the border after its 
opening on l July, junior 

Scottish minister Sam 
Galbraith said. 

Few still waiting 

LESS THAN x per cent of 
gun owners claiming 
compensation for the 1997 

firearms ban are still 
waiting for offers from the 
Government, Home Office 


Questions 

and 

answers 

m i ni ster Paul Boateng said 

Ashton warning 

ANY Police officer found to 
have leaked information 
about questioning of Labour 
MP Joe Ashton during a 
raid on a Thai massage 
parlour would be “severely 
dealt with", Home Office 
Minister Paul Boateng said 
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Are these the century’s finest minds? 



ALBERT EINSTEIN 

Patent office clerk 
who became the 
century's most 
influential scientist. At 
26. developed theory 
OF relativity, basis for 
advances in quantum 
physics, space travel 
and electronics. 



LEO BAEKELAND 

Belgian-bom chemist 
who invented the first 
synthetic plastic - 
Baketite. It was 
discovered in 1 909 
during his search For 
an insulating material 
For the growing 
electric Industry. 



SIGMUND FREUD 

The father of 
psychoanalysis. 
Credited with opening 
the door to our 
unconscious selves. 
Concepts such as ego. 
repression and penis 
envy spring from 
his work. 




TIM BERNERS-LEE 

British computer 
network designer who 
originated the World 
Wide Web. Credited 
with the huge growth 
oF the Internet - 
600.000 to 40 million 
users From its launch 
in 1991 to 1996. 


ALEXANDER 

FLEMING 

Bacteriologist who 
invented penicillin, 
world's most effective 
QFesaver and key to all 
antibiotics. Found 
when an experiment 
was accidentally 
contaminated. 



ENRICO FERMI 

Atomic physicist who 
helped pioneer 
nuclear fission. Co- 
inventor and designer 
of the first nuclear' 
reactor. Hailed as last 
great physicist to 
excel both at theory 
and experimentation. 



RACHEL CARSON 

Marine biologist who 
wrote Silent Spring in 
1962, Forerunner of 
environmental 
movement. Listed 
eFfects of pesticides 
on wildlife, despite 
attack by US chemical 
companies 


JOHN MAYNARD 
KEYNES 

Economist thought of 
as father of modem 
economics. Theories 
on pulling economies 
out of depression by 
increasing demand 
credited with saving 
capitalism. 




WILBUR AND 
ORVILLE WRIGHT 

Brothers Wilbur and 
Orville {above] were 
bicycle mechanics 
who made first 
powered human flight 
in 1903. Ultimately 
responsible For the 
aviation age. 



EDWIN HUBBLE 

Astronomer who 
Formulated theory of 
Big Bang in 1920s, 
realising universe 
beyond the Milky Way 
was expanding. 
Einstein said Hubble's 
contribution helped 
prove his theories. 


A FORMER clerk in the Swiss 
patent office has been voted 
one of the most influential 
minds of the past 100 years - 
the century that split the atom, 
invented plastic, landed men 
on the moon and cloned a 
sheep called Dolly. 

The name of Albert Ein- 
stein is synonymous with 
intellectual powec which ex- 
plains why he heads the list of 

tfw M mn^ influential thbilrpr g 

of the past 100 years. 

Rsople as diverse as Ludwig 
Wittgenstein, the Austrian 
philosopher, William Shockley, 
the inventor of the transistor; 


By Steve Connor 
Science Editor 

and Sigmund Freud, the pio- 
neer of psychoanalysis, are 

among the famous nampc list- 
ed by Time magazine as this 
century's greatest brains. 

The 20ih century Time sa$& 
“overthrew our inherited ideas 
about logic, language, learning 
mathematics, economics and 
even space and time. And 
behind each of these great in- 
ventions is. in most cases, one 

extraor dinar y human mind " 

Britain is well represented 
in the list with seven names 


amon g the top 20, rnHndmg 
Alexander Fleming, the dis- 
coverer of antibiotics. John 
Maynard Keynes, tiie influen- 
tial economist and Alan Tar- 
ing the tortured mathematician 
and computer scientist 

But it was Einstein who 
dominat ed the 20th century 
with his two theories of rela- 
tivity He published his first 
“special" theory in 1905 while 
he was still a patent office 
clerk, and his more important 
“general” theory in 1916. 

James Gleick. the science 
author; writes in 'ftmc that the 
scientific touchstones of the 


ALAN TURING 

Computer scientist 
who built the worirf s 
first calculating 
machines and laid the 
groundwork For all • 
computer technology. 
Committed suicide 
after prosecution For 
homosexuality. 



KURT GODEL 

Author of arguably 
the most important 
discovery of 20th- 
century mathematics. 
His ‘incompleteness 
theorem", of 1931. 
proved wrong nearly 
1 00 years of 
mathematical research. 



JONAS -SALK 

Virologist who - " 
invented the polio 
vaccine in the pities 
after two epidemics 
which crippled- ■— 
thousands of children. 
Suffered from to- 
fighting in US-scientific 
establishment. ■ 



ROBERT GODDARD 


Rocket scientist who 
pioneered the 
technology in the 
1930s amid ridiciile. 
Nazis used ideas to 
produce V2 rockets 
For attacking London, 
but rockets did put a 
man on the moon. 



LUDWIG 

WITTGENSTEIN- ' . 

Pioneering philosopher 
who started put frying 
to “ end philosophy” in 
1922 by elegantly - 
codifying all though nn 
terms of logic. - - 
Eventually questioned 
all original ideas. 



THE LEAKEY BIMIty 

British Family oF 
pioneering 
anthropologists - 
Louis. Mary and son 
Richard (above) - 
whose work in Kenya 
revolutionised the 
understanding of 
human evolution. 



JAMES WATSON 
AND FRANC6 CRICK 

Molecular bWogists 
Watson (above) and 
Cridt discovered DNAs 
double helix, basis of 
life. Fought opinion In 
devdoping theories 
ranging from crime- 
fighting to philosophy: 



JEAN PIAGET 

Child psychologist who 
developed the theory 
that children were not 
empty vessels to be 
filled with knowledge 
but had their own 
logic with which they 
constructed their 
world. 



WILLIAM SHOCKLEY 

Solid-state physicist 
and inventor of the 
transistor, which made 
computer technology 
possible. Held radical 
racial view that black 
people were inherently 
less intelligent than 
whites. 



PtflLO FARNSWORTH 

inventor of the TV 
tube, after the idea 
came to him at 14. 
Died in obscurity. 
“There’S nothing on it. 
We're not watching it 
In this house," he told 
his son. 

JOHN DAVISON 


age - the nuclear bomb, space 
travel and electronics - all 
bear Einstein’s fingerprints. 
“He discovered, just by think- 
ing about it the essential struc- 
ture of the cosmos," be says. 

Sir Martin Rees, Britain’s 
Astronomer Royal, agreed with 

Tmm that Hnrtdll drwninatpH 

the scientific achievements of 
the 20th century notably with 
his general theory of relativity 
which explains the relation- 
ship between gravity and space. 

“If he hadn't come up with 
his general theory, it might not 
have been described for sev- 
eral more years. Einstein put 


a mare distinctive mark on 
science," Sir Martin said. 

Many discoveries came 
about as a result of good tadr 
and “people who made the 
greatest discovery don’t 
always have the greatest in- 
tellect", he said. 

Alexander Flemings dis- 
covery of penicillin, made after 

his laboratory, is a prime ex- 
ample of a lucky accident lead- 
ing to a major breakthrough. 

Francis Crick and Jim Wat- 
son, the two Cambridge sci- 
entists who discovered the 
double helix structure erf DNA, 


did what others would have 
done a few years latex; said 
Lewis Wolpert, processor of 
biology as applied to medicine 
at University College London. 

But being first matters, 
which is why Crick and Watson 
achieve a place in I one's hall 
of feme as the co-discoverers 
of the “secret of life” in 1953. 

“Not until decades latex; in 
the age of generic engineering, 
would the Promethean power 
unTpnshpri that day become 
vivid,” the magazine says, re- 
ferring to late-20th-century de- 
velopments in biotechnology. 

Men dominate Tune's list of 


great thinkers, which includes 
technology intellectuals such 
as Tim Berners-Lee, the ar- 
chitect of the Internet, and 
VHlbiir and Orville Wright, the 
pioneers of powered flight 

But one woman stands out 
Rachel Carson, an American 
biologist, fe credited with 
virtually inventing the envi- 

mmrwnfe il mnamimt w ith hgr 

book Silent Spring , which 
alerted the worid to the dan- 
gers of pesticides. 

“ SHeht Spring , serialised 
in The New Yorker in June 
1962, gored corporate oxen all 
over the country" Time says. 


Not surprismg& Carson was - 
violently assailed by threats of; 
legal action from some of the ^ 
biggest companies in the Unit-' 1 
ed States, induding Monsanto, - 
the agrochemicals giant 
“In their ugly campaign to' 
reduce a brave scientist's 
protests to a matter of public 
relations, the chemical inter-; 
ests bad only increased public 
awareness. Silent Spring 
became a runaway best-seUec, ? 
with international reverbera- 3 
tions. Nearly 40 years later, it 
is still the cornerstone of the >\ 
new environmentalism," says 
Time magazine. 


THE 

FIRST OF 
A NEW 
GENERATION 
IS 

EAGERLY 

AWAITED. 


If. 


The thrill tells you it was 
worth the wait. For agile 
handling, responsive steering, 
state-of-the-art safety systems. 

A ride of unrivalled smoothness. 

A powerful Jaguar engine for 
best-in-class performance feel. 

The style of the last generation. 
The excitement of the next. 

The new Jaguar S-TYPE. 

For information call 0600 70 80 60. 



www.pguar.com 


THE NEW JAGUAR S-TYPE. 


jaSjS^ 

DON'T DREAM IT. DRIVE IT. 
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A red carnation among hundreds of crosses which bear the names and photographs of those who ‘disappeared* 
during the Pinochet regime in Chile in front of the Houses of Parliament yesterday Reuters 


Chileans ready to 


reclaim Pinochet 


A CHILEAN air force plane 
arrives in Britain today to fly 
General Angusto Pinochet ba<± 
home to Santiago if the law 
lords decide that he has im- 
munity from prosecution on 
charges of human rights abuse. 

On the eve of the ruling 
there was frantic lobbyingyes- 
terday from both sides on the 
emotive issue, with politicians 
and public figures flying in 
from Chile for what may be the 
campaign's final furlong 

General Pinochet is said to 
have spent the past few days 
personally directing opera- 
tions. The former Chilean dic- 
tator and his wife, Lucia, are 
said to have their bags packed 
ready to return after coming for 
a shopping trip which in the 
end has lasted almost six 
months. 

Former Chilean political 
prisoners and their supporters 
yesterday kept up their own 
pressure, placing 4,000 tiny 
crosses on die lawn outside the 
Houses of Parliament in mem- 
ory of those murdered or 
disappeared" by General 
Pinochet's regime. Roberto 
\fesquez, a member of the Chile 
Co mmi ttee Against immunity 


BykmSengupta 


who spent seven years in jail, 
said: “Each of these crosses 
represents a human life which, 
was extinguished. We are here 
to remind the law lords about 
the barbarities that took place 
under Pinochet and ask them 
to make a stand for the weak 
and the oppressed" 

If the law lords decide that 
the general has immunity from 
prosecution, he will be dale to 
leave at once. A decision 
against him is expected to lead 
to an immediate application 
for judicial review by his legal 
team over the legality of his 
original arrest 

HthoyM with that there w31 
be the beginning of extradition 
proceedings to Spain, where the 
general is wanted on charges 
of human rights abuse, which 
could last for months. 

There was speculation that 
the judgment will refuse him 
immunity from prosecution, 
bit at the same time make it dif- 
ficult for a successful extradi- 
tion to Spain. 

The new panel of seven 
judges may uphold the previous 
Lords ruling that General 



General Pinochet: Hopes 
to fly back to Chile today 


Pinochet does not get blanket 
protection from charges of 
human rights abuse as a former 
head of state. 

At the same time they may 
decide that the general cannot 
be tried for any offences com- 
mitted in Chile before 1988 
when torture became an extra- 
territorial offence under Unit- 
ed Kingdom laws. The vast 
majority of the Spanish charges 
against the general relate to be- 
fore that yean The only direct 
one after that period is the al- 
leged torture of a teenage girl 


The Attorney-General, John 
Morris, has already refused 
leave for a private prosecution 
in Britain of General Pinochet 
for the alleged murder of a 
British businessman. William 
Beausire, who was kidnapped 
in Argentina in 1974. Mr Morris 
told toe Commons that his de- 
cision was based on advice 
from government lawyers that 
the 1988 Act was not retro- 
spective in relation to British 
law. 

However, toe Spanish war- 
rant also alleges that General 
Pinochet was involved in con- 
spiracy to murder with agents 
of his secret police, Dina, while 
in Madrid The Crown Prose- 
cution Service could argue that 
any Lords ruling about lack of 
retrospection of the 1988 Act 
cannot apply to these charges. 

Legal sources also say that 
as long as the principle is 
established that General 
Pinochet does not enjoy im- 
munity the CPS will be able to 
argue the issue through extra- 
dition proceedings, raising the 
possibility of many months of 
attritions! legal hearings. 

Hugh O’Shaughnessy 
Review, page 4 


Police target city 
crime syndicates 


PHTYTHREE suspected crim- 
inals were arrested yesterday 
during a massive police oper- 
ation aimed at cleaning 14) a no- 
torious inner-city area reputed 
to be ‘‘untouchable”. 

The move follows a 12-month 
undercover operation, code- 
named Victory, aimed at com- 
bating drug-dealing, burglary, 
and theft in Salford, Greater 
Manchester 

Officers yesterday raided 45 
properties in Salford, 11 in 
other areas of Greater 
Manchester, and four in 
Cheshire, Merseyside, and 
Lancashire. A total of 43 men 
and 10 women were arrested, 
and officers recovering drugs 
worth £250,000 and stolen prop- 
erty worth the same amount A 
sawn -off shotgun, two pistols 
and an imitation gun were also 
seized. 

Undercover officers had 
bought stolen goods and drugs 
from suspects in order to com- 
pile evidence and draw up lists 
of targets. The police targeted 


BY JASON BENNETTO 
Crime Correspondent 


prolific burglars, car thieves, 
handlers of stolen goods, and 
drug dealers. 

Detective Superintendent 
David Brown, head of Operation 
Victory, said: “There’s a per- 
ception that there are certain 
criminals in the Salford area 
that may be considered un- 
touchable. We wanted to show 
that no one is above the law.” 

There are said to be about 
five significant crime “fami- 
lies” or gangs operating from 
Salford. The criminals concen- 
trate on running protection 
rackets, drug-dealing, rob- 
beries from security vans and 
toe sale of guns. 

Det Supt Brown added that 
he was confident he had ar- 
rested some of toe districts 
most prolific criminals. 

The 53 people in custody 
were being held at 10 police 
stations around toe Greater 
Manchester area. 


C4 gun-running 
film ‘was faked’ 


THE INDEPENDENT Television 
Commission is investigating 
daims that parts of a Channel 4 
documentary about gun- 
running in Manchester were 

fiahred- 

Guns on the Street, shown in 
the network’s Undercover 
Britain series the day after the 
Dunblane massacre in March 
1996, purported to be the video 
diaries of two people in Salford 
and Moss Sde concerned about 
the illegal arms trade. 

Hie film led to the arrest and 
conviction of Gary Bispham, 
seen in toe programme illegal- 
ly reactivating an Uzi sub- 
machine-gun. He is serving 
seven years for firearms 
offences. 

Bispham has said some 
scenes were stunted and toe 
producers foiled to disclose that 
one diarist had a conviction for 
firearms offences and the other 
was a freelance journalist 

Channel 4 set up an inde- 
pendent investigation of the 
documentary by outside solic- 


byRhys Williams 


itors. This has nearly finished, 
said a spokesman. 

Channel 4 accepted that one 
diarist had a gun-related con- 
viction, but said it had been 
unaware of this before the . 
broadcast 

This is a sensitive time for 
factual programme-making. 
Carlton was fined £2m for its 
faked drugs documentary The 
Connection, and deception was 
found in The Vanessa Show. 

Last year Channel 4 escaped 
punishment after apolo gising 
for a Cutting Edge film called 
Rogue Males, about cowboy 
builders, which merely film ed 
reconstructions of incidents. 

Last month the ITC fined the 
network £150,000 for a docu- 
mentary 7bo Much 2bo Young: 
Chickens, where producers 
posed as clients picking up 
rent boys. 

The independent producer 
Mary Devine has been banned 
from the network. 
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Prescott 
to halve 
bus fares 
of elderly 


JOHN PRESCOTT yesterday 
promised that the Government 
^ould guarantee half-price bus 
feses for pensioners, more pas- 
senger information and a 

danqjdown on poor performing 

operators. 

‘lam looking for the bus in- 
dustry to provide better quali- 
ty. better reliability, put more 
bums on seats and bring in 
more passengers and not more 
subsidies," the Secretary of 
State for the Environment, 
Itansport and the Regions said, 
_ He said that cuts in senior 
citizens’ fores would mate a 
"big difference to the quality of 
life" for elderly people on re- 
duced incomes, and that he 
wanted to see all pensioners in 
Englan d get a minimum half- 
price discount in exchange for 
buying an annual travel pass 
costing no more than £5. 

The measure is likely to add 
millions to local authorities' 
travel subsidy bills as Mr 
P restart said nearly half of all 
English councils operated less 
generous schemes. Pension- 
ers in London have free bus 


by phujp Thornton 
Transport Correspondent 

travel but outside the capital 
the pattern varies, with some 
local authorities offering no 
concession at afl. 

Hie measure is unlikely to 
become reality for months as 
Mr Prescott needs to win leg- 
islative time. The Government 
said it would consult on all its 
proposals. 

The Local Government As- 
sociation said it disagreed with 
Mr Prescott’s figures on the 
current level of pensioner sub- 
sidy. It said it was disappoint- 
ed the Government had foiled 
to give a legislative timetable. 

Announcing the plans at a 
news conference on board an 
environmentally friendly bus 
in London, Mr Prescott said he 
wanted to end the deregulated 
“free for all" brought in by the 
Tbries. He set out a package of 
measures to force bus com- 
panies to improve services and 
to bring in tougher powers to 
crack dawn on the failures. 

He said he would hold a bus 



John Prescott, Secretary of State for Transport, announcing his plans for the buses yesterday- including Bare cots for pensioners Neville Elder 


industry summit in the autumn, 
on similar lines to the rafl. sum- 
mit held last month in response 
to appalling performance levels. 

"Buses represent the best 
opportunity for leading a re- 
naissance erf public transport in 
this country. At the end of the 
day. it is what the passenger 
wants that matters,” he said 

Other measures, most of 


which would need legislation, 
include: 

■ Tbugher powers for traffic 
commissioners, who currently 
license bus operators, to fine 
operators for services that fail 
the passenger 

■ New laws to allow councils to 
stipulate service standards, 
with failure enforced by traffic 
commissioners; 


■ Forcing operators to notify 
commissioners ofplans to alter 
the timetable 21 days in ad- 
vance, to prevent companies 
launching "bus wars” fay run- 
ning services five minutes 
ahead of competitors; 

■ Apilot project in Whies to en- 
able passengers to get infor- 
mation an rail bus, coach and 


tetepibone call or on the Manet; 
■ Powers to force operators to 
offer tickets for use on trains. 

Bernard Jenkm, the Con- 
servative transport spakesmari, 
said "Once again it looks Eke 
all talk and no action. Another 
glassy brochure, . another 
launch, blit people's travelling 
Eves are stQl a misery.” 

Matthew Taylor the liberal 


Democrat spokesman, said 
"Vhitmg for government ac- 
tion on buses is Eke waiting for 
a bos inmost areas. There is no 
sign Of it turning up and the 
-timetable is missing. Labour 
promised better buses last July. 
Thteconsultatian document re- 
peats that promise nine months 
later; but still there is no legis- 
lation to put it into action.” 


Woman 
drank as 
girls, 8, 
drowned 

By Ashley Bboapley 

TWO EIGHT-YEAR-OLD girls 
drown ed in a river while the 
woman who was meant to be 
looking after them was drink- 
ing »nri smoking cannabis, a 
court was told yesterday. 

Wtendy Dodd, 41. pleaded 
gmlty at Leeds Crown Court to 
wEfid negfect of Jasmine Nevflle 
and Charteafbx, who died in the 

Stiver Wharfe near Arthington, 
West Ybckshire. A verdict trf not 

guilty was recorded on two 
counts of manslaughter 
Mr James Stewart QC, for the 
prosecution, said a group of 
people, including Dodd, and 
Chariea’s parents, David and 
Maxine Ufa*. went to the river on 
ZL July 1997 fora barbecue to cel- 
ebrate Chariea’s eighth birthday 

He said witnesses bad described 

the adults as being "the worse 
for wear”, and told the court that 

Dodd, formerfy of Burley; Leeds, 
had been left alone with Charlea 
find Jasmine, «is*> from Burley. 

Dodd had seen two gypsy 
boys and invited them over “for 
a spEfT, the court heard. It was 
after this she realised the girls 
were missin g- At 10.20pm divers 
found their bodies in deep water 
Mr Justice Poole postponed 
sentencing pending medical and 
psychiatric reports. Dodd was 
released on bail 

Robert Fitzgerald, the part- 
ner of Jasmine's mother, Joanne 
Shaw, said: “Tfe are pleased the 
trial is over." 


City lawyer will be 
new Rail Regulator 


BY PHILIP THORNTON 
Transport Correspondent 

THE GOVERNMENT y es terday 
chose a City lawyer to fiU the 
key £165,000-a-year post of Rail 
Regulator. 

The decision to appoint the 
surprise candidate Tbrn Wnsoc 
41, was seen as recognition 
that raising investment rather 
than capping profits of the rail- 
way industry was a priority. 

He was selected ahead of 
Chris Bolt, who had filled the 
post temporarily since De- 
cember. Mr Bolt set out his cre- 
dentials last year when he 
warned Railtrack that he would 
cap its profits by £100m a year 
unless it was prepared to take 
more risks. Rail track had 
warned that this meant it would 
be able to borrow £ibn a year 
less on the money markets. 

Mr Win son who will take 
over on 5 July wiE have the task 



Winsor. ‘Second of three 
key rail appointments' 

of reviewing Rail track’s in- 
vestment programme. 

“This is the second of three 
key rail appointments which 
look to the future of the railway 
industry,” said the Deputy 
Prime Minister John Prescott 

The first key appointment 
was that of Sir Alastair Morton 
as chairman of the British Rail- 
ways Board and also boss of the 


shadow Strategic Rail Author- 
ity. The third appointment, that 
of a new director of Passenger 
Rail Franchising, wffl be an- 
nounced shortly. 

On Thursday, Railtrack is to 
announce a £27bn investment 
in Britain’s railways over the 
next 10 years. The first Rail 
Regulator; John Swift, was crit- 
ical of the rate of Railtrack in- 
vestment when he held the. 
regulator’s position from 1993 
until the end of 1998. 

Mr Winsor has been working 
at the Office of the Rail Regu- 
lator since 1993 - first as chief 
legal adviser and then as a 
general counsel to the regula- 
tor working on reorganisation, 
restructuring and regulation 
of the rail industry. 

Siares in Railtrack surged two 
per cent mi yesterday’s news. 
One Cify analyst said: “Ifae only 
goal that Chris Balt had was to 
beat up a few shareholders.” 


‘Dirty, filthy lies,’ says man 
charged with war crimes 


ANTHONY SAWONIUK the pen- 
sioner charged with murdering 
Jews more than 50 years ago, 
yesterday claimed that he was 
the victim of "dirty, filthy Ees". 

During another emotional 
session at the Old Bailey, Mr 
Sawoniuk once again insisted 
he was innocent and accused 
those witnesses who had spo- 
ken against him of fabrication. 

“These people are animals." 
he said. “I have more sympathy 
with animals than your wit- 
nesses. They are not human 
beings.” 

Mr Sawoniuk, 78, a retired 
British Rail ticket collector 
from south London who moved 


By Andrew Buncombe 

to Britain shortly after the Sec- 
ond World War, is charged with 
murdering Jews while serving 
as a locally recruited police of- 
ficer in Nazi-occupied Belarus 
between 1941-1944. During that 
time he is alleged to have killed 
more than a dozen Jews while 
leading “search and ME" oper- 
ations, rounding up people who 
escaped a massacre in Sep- 
tember 1942 in which more than 
2.900 were killed in one day. 

Last week the judge, Mr 
Justice Potts, dismissed two of 
the four counts of murder on 
the grounds of insufficient ev- 


idence. The remaining two 
counts contain the details of 18 
alleged hillings. 

Mr Sawoniuk, who took to 
the stand to speak in his own 
defence, last week admitted 
being a police officer in his 
home town of Domachevo. But 
he denied murdering the town's 
Jewish citizens, saying they 
were his friends. 

Yesterday he said he could 
not have been a member of the 
SS, as he was accused, he said, 
by the Metropolitan Police of- 
ficers who interviewed him, 
because he could not speak 
German. 

The hearing continues. 
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Clinton says 
there may be 
US losses 


KOSOVO CRISIS 


THE INDEPENDENT 
\v^.tn<>sdav 24 March 199S 



WITH KOSOVO descending into 
all-out war and the US special 
envoy, Richard Holbrooke, 
heading to Brussels after a 
failed mission to Belgrade, 
President BQl Clinton prepared 
the American public for full- 
scale military intervention. He 
also warned that it might lead 
to US casualties. 

Condemning the intransi- 
gence of the "Yugoslav Presi- 
dent, Slobodan Milosevic, Mr 
Clinton said yesterday: “If he 
wM not make peace, we are will- 
ing to limit his ability to make 
war over Kosovo. We will limit 
his ability to win a military vic- 
tory and engage in ethnic 
cleansing and slaughter inno- 
cent people.” Mr Clinton said 
that, “like any other military ac- 
tion, there are risks in it”. 

He was addressing an audi- 
ence of civil servants in Wash- 
ington in a speech that had 
been planned to deal with pen- 
sion reform, but which was 
rewritten to incorporate an ex- 
planation and defence of US pol- 
icy in the B alkans . 

Couched at times in the lan- 
guage of an elementary text- 
book. the speech was a clear 
attempt by the President to 
counter criticism that he had 
not justified intervention in 
Kosovo as being in US interests. 
The speech was broadcast live 
by all the main US cable news 
channels. 

While preparing the Ameri- 
can public for new military in- 
tervention overseas, Mr Clinton 
was faced with a host of dilem- 
mas about its timing. Republi- 
cans in Congress, especially in 
the Senate, were strongly re- 
sisting the use of military force 
over Kosovo. 

The expected arrival in 
Washington of the Russian 
Prime Minister, Yevgeny Pri- 
makov, also contained the 


By Mary dejevsky 
in Washington 

seeds of an embarrassing diplo- 
matic rift However; the visit 
was cancelled after the Russ- 
ian Prime Minister ordered his 
aircraft to turn round in mid-air 
and return to Russia. “He just 
turned his plane round in mid- 
atlantic?" a reporter asked the 
White House spokesman, Joe 
Lockhart “That is correct” 
Mr Lockhart said. Mr Pri- 
makov had already expressed 
his opposition to any use of 



Primakov: Turned plane 
round in mid-air 

force by Nato before he left 
Moscow and during a stopover 
in Ireland. 

US military action threatens 
the work of the international 
peace-keeping operations in 
former "Yugoslavia - to which 
Russia contributes - and the 
concept of the “Partnership 
for Peace”. This programme 
was designed to foster co-op- 
eration between Nato and 
states along the periphery of 
the alliance, including Russia. 

It would also endanger the 
image of East-West peace and 
unity that the US wants to pro- 
ject at next month’s celebra- 
tions in Washington for the 


50th anniversary of Nato. The 
recent accession of the three 
new Nato members was held 
outside Washington and kept 
low-key so that next month's 
Nato anniversary (fid not offend 
Russian sensibilities by ap- 
pearing “triuxnphalisf. 

Authorising Nato air strikes 
during US-Russian discussions 
about the anniversary arrange- 
ments could jeopardise the 
whole project 

In the event the threatened 
congresskmal revolt turned out 
to be the least of Mr Clinton's 
difficulties yesterday. 

After an hour-long meeting 
at the White House - the sec- 
ond in a week - Republican 
leaders said they would reluc- 
tantly support military action 
and abandoned a motion that 
would have required the ad- 
ministration to obtain con- 
gressional approval first 

Trent Lott, Republican ma- 
jority leader in the Senate, said 
that he was preparing to reword 
a motion opposing military in- 
volvement to express mere 
“reservations” but also sup- 
port for US troops. “I am going 
to support the air strikes,” said 
Senator Mitch McConnell of 
Kentucky, who had been one of 
the most forthright opponents. 

And Senator Kay Bailey 
Hutchison of Texas told re- 
porters: “Many of us disagree 
with the policy but I think it be- 
comes a different issue when 
action is imminent.’' 

“fimnirvmt’’ was reportedly 
how Mr Clinton described the 
likelihood of Nato air strikes. 
That the decision had been 
taken at least in principle was 
confirmed by Pentagon sources 
who made known that, follow- 
ing the failure of Mr Hol- 
brooke’s last-ditch pleas to the 
Yugoslav president, “the count- 
down to air strikes has begun”. 



British army 
commander 

with a tough 

reputation 


An ethnic Albanian man fleeing tike Serbs in Kosovo waiting outside a refugee 
registration centre in Skopje, Macedonia, yesterday Damir SagoljfReuters 


THE BRITISH commander of 
the 10,000 Nato troops in Mace- 
donia sought yesterday to dis- 
pel ideas that his force could be 
used for a land attack on Koso- 
vo. Its onty role was to imple- 
ment any peace accord, he" 
stressed. 

“There is speculation that 
we have other roles and I want 
to kill this speculation,” said 
Lt-Gen Sir Mike Jackson. “We 
are here to do one thing and 
this is to implement a Kosovo 
peace agreement when and if 
it occurs." 

The plan is eventually to de- 
ploy a total of 28,000 Nato troops 
in Kosovo to police an agree- 
ment on granting the province 
autonomy from Serbia. Nato 
has said any hostile move on 
the part of Belgrade towards 
the force in Macedonia would 
be “a great mistake”. 

Lt-Gen Jackson, a former 
commander in the Parachute 
Regiment, has been dubbed 
“Britain’s toughest-looking sol- 
dier” in the media and “the 
Prince of Darkness” by bis 
troops, because of his sun- 
tanned features. EDs own view 
is simply that he has a “well 
lived-in face”. 

His new Balkan role comes 
because of his position as com- 
mander of Nato’s Allied Rapid 
Reaction Corps, which is un- 
dertaking the operation. Its 
headquarters staff of 1,000 of- 
ficers, of which about half are 
British, wffl be supplemented by 
a further 2,000 troops from the 
Royal Signals if frill deploy- 
ment takes place. 

The mission is Lt-Gen Jack- 
son's second experience of 
peace implementation in the 
Balkans, having commanded 
the British contingent in Bosnia 
between 19% and 1996. 

After joining the army at 19. 
he was commissioned into the 
Intelligence Corps and took a 


By John Davison 


degree in Russian at Binning- 
ham University before going on 
two years secondment to the 
Parachute Regiment 
It was after this that he de- 
cided to transfer pennanentljf: 
to the regiment in an uncon- ' 
volitional move for an ambitious - 
corps officer, and saw two pe-“ 
nods of service with them in - 
Northern Ireland before taking 
command of l Battalion from v 
1984 to 1986. • 



* 



Lt-Gen Sir Mike Jackson; 
‘We’re here to do one thing* 

After a series of staff jobs 
and the higher command 
course, in 1989 he spent six 
months on a fellowship at Cam- 
bridge writing a paper on the fu- 
ture of the British army. 

He has commanded 3 (UK) 
Division, the job which took him 
to Bosnia, and is a former di- 
rector-general of development 
and doctrine, the array's own 
“think-tank". 

Lt-Gen Jackson, who cele- 
brated his 55th birthday on 
Sunday, married his second 
wife Sarah in 1985. The couple 
have a son Thomas, aged eight, 
and Sir Michael has two grown- 
up children from his first mar- 
riage. His interests include 
travel music, reading, skiing 
and tennis. 
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Russia denies 


A United States Air Force sentry and a B-52 

suspension of talks between the Yugoslav President, S 

Tensions in 
Macedonia 
could spark 
Balkan war 


at RAF FUirfield, Gloucestershire, yesterday Nato forces were on standby after the 
obodan Milosevic, and US special envoy Richard Holbrooke, in Belgrade MctxNa&i 


A RUSSIAN cargo plane has 
been hddfa Azerbaijan for five 
days amid official allegations 
that it was carrying figWer jets 

tn\bgr>sbnna vinlatingan inter - - 

national arms embargo. 

The accusation, which drew 
an in dignant denial from 
Moscow; came after Azeri cus- 
toms found the plane, an AN- 
124, was carrying six MiG 
combatainxaft, nufiaiy equip- 
ment, and a team of 30 pilots 
and technicians. 

One qf the most senior offi- 
cials in Azerbaijan's govern- 
ment, Vafa Guiuzade, said the. 
aircraft was bound for Yugo- 
slavia - a claim which, if true, 
would suggest a breach of the 
international arms embargo in 
force against Belgrade. 

Reports from the region yes- 
terday said the aiitrafttoudied 
down in the Caspian city of 
Baku on Thursday to refuel, but 
was barred from leaving by 
officials after they found it was 
loaded with combat jets. 


By Phil Reeves 
in Moscow 


News of the aircraft’s de- 
tention became public yester- 
day as Russia's Prime Minister;. 
Yfevgeny Primakov flew from 
Moscow to Washington to lobby 
for more loans from the In- 
ternational Monetary Fhndto 
help Rusifia overcome its eco- 
nomic problems. 

' Mr Primakov tended- off 
questions about tiie jets daring 
a stopover in Ireland, en route 
to talks with President Bill 
Clinton. He told reporters that 
Russia bad motbroken the arms 
embargo. *We have not broken 
the sanctions yet,” he said, be- 
fore reiterating Moscow’s op- 
position to Nato air strikes 
against Yugoslavia. 

His denials are hkeJy to get 
a fair hearing in Washington as 
it would seem to be against 
Moscow's interests to supply 
fighter planes to Yugoslavia at 
a time when Russia desperately 


AS THE West prepares for war 
against Serbia, inevitably fears 
are being voiced that the con- 
flict will throw the entire region 
into chaos. 

The “Balkan tinder-box" 
theory was frequently wheeled 
out by Western politicians in the 
early Nineties to justify a 
“hands off" policy towards the 
conflict then raging in Bosnia. 

Balkan chaos theories date 
back to the first and second 
Balkan wars of 1912 and 1913, 
which involved Romania, Bul- 
garia, Greece, Serbia, Mon- 
tenegro and the Ottoman 
Empire. And then there was the 
First World War, which began 
after a shot was fired at the heir 
to the Habsburg throne in the 
Bosnian capital Sarajevo. 

General Sir Michael Rose, 
former commander of the UN 
troops in Bosnia, revived the 
tinder-box theory yesterday on 
the BBC Radio 4 Today pro- 
gramme, warning of a possible 
“third Balkan war", he said; 
“There’s a grave danger that an 
act of war carried out against 
Serbia by Nato will spread into 
Bosnia and possibly into 
Macedonia.” 

The general's worries about 
Macedonia are shared by most 
Serbia's southern neighbour 
declared its independence from 
Yugoslavia in 1991 and is an in- 
herently unstable state, in spite 
of more than 10,000 Nato peace- 
keepers on its northern border. 
Yesterday Macedonia dosed 
its two border crossings with 
Kosovo, while President Kro 
Gligorov appealed to Nato to 
lend his country extra securi- 
ty guarantees. 

The Bow of Albanian refuges 
into Macedonia already threat- 
ens to destabilise the coun- 
try's explosive ethnic mixture, 
pitting the dominant Slavs 
against a large and restive 
Albanian minority. Relief or- 
ganisation officials said about 
1.000 Kosovars crossed the bor- 
der in the past 34 hours alone. 

Albania is another worry. 
Although the left-wing govern- 
ment is less inclined to pander 
to pan-Albanian rhetoric than 
its right-wing predecessor. 
Tirana would still find it 
extremely hard to stay aloof 
from all-out war on the ground, 
especially if a massive Serbian 


By Marcus Tanner 


assault on the population 
threatened them with 
annihilation Flirther afraid, 
there isTurkey, the former rul- 
ing power in the Balkans and 
self-appointed protector of 

B alkan Mus lims 

Then there is Bulgaria. Sofia 
has no direct interest in war 
with Belgrade, other than ex- 
aggerated worries that its 
midear power station might be 
hit by accident if missiles start 
flying around. What it does 
have is a very real stake in 
Macedonia, which nationalists 
have always considered an 
integral part of Bulgaria. Their 
predatory interest is shared 
by the Serbs, who ruled Mace- 


GREECE 


donia in the 14th century and 
seized it back from Turkey - to 
the fury of the Bulgarians - in 
the Balkan wars. 

So it is the collapse of Mace- 
donia, rather than war in Ser- 
bia and Kosovo, that is most 
likely to make the B alkan 
“tinder-box" theory a reality. 

Two countries that are not 
likely to join any new B alkan 
war are Romania and Greece. 
In Bucharest, there is princi- 
pled opposition to outsiders 
interfering in a sovereign state. 
Today Kosovo, tomorrow Tran- 
sylvania? But those worries 

are more than balanced out by 

a strong commitment to joining 
the EU and Nato. 

The Greeks provided their 
Orthodox brothers with a val- 
ued diplomatic lifeline when 
Belgrade was at war in Bosnia, 
but ties have cooled since then. 
Greek diplomats are cfismiwang 
the chances of Athens being 
involved - or even affected - by 
air strikes on Serbia. 


Bomb threat dawns 
on ordinary Serbs 


U. 


AFTER DISMISSING Nato 
threats as bluff the reality of ap- 
proaching war dawned on the 
Serbian population for the first 
time yesterday. 

According to the main pro- 
government daily, Pvlitika, a 
poD showed 91 per cent of those 
asked supported the govern- 
ment in its opposition to Nato 
deployment in Kosovo. 

To boost morale, officials 
told the population that what 
the West wanted was to occu- 
py the whole of Serbia. “The 
whole country is at stake," said 
the speaker of parliament. Dra- 
gon Ibmic. “Kosovo is only the 
door through which Nato and 


the US are trying to enter to 
occupy our country" 

However a leading human 
rights lawyer. Natasha Kandte, 
said young Sobs were avoiding 
caD-up papers in huge numbers 
and that no more than 8 per 
cent of army reservists had 
turned up. 

“In October [when Nato last 
threatened air strikes] the 
main talk was about how to find 
a safe place and stockpile 
food," she said. But things 
were different now. “People 
are afraid, not of being ex- 
posed to bombing but of what 
is going to happen in the war, 
she added. 


MiGs 


needs Western financial help to ^ 
avoid further debt defaults, and J 
even deeper economic misery. 

However, there are rogue 
hurdling elements within the 
Russian military. And there 

have been cases of Russian mil- 
itary equipment - including 
Soviet-era helicopters and sub- . - 
marines - being sold by crimi- 
nals on the black market 

As Mr Primakov moved ■: 
qmcfcjy yesterday to put out this ' ■ 
latest fire, back home in i 
Moscow another one had taken - 
hold. In an unprecedented ' 
move, the chief prosecutoc Yuri - 
Skuratov - still smarting from 
being caught on video with two 
prostitutes - sent a team into ■ 
tbs Kremlin to seize documents 
as part of a corruption probe. • 
Mr Yeltsin has been pressing " ; 
for Mr Skuratov's resignation 
amid a deepening political bat-. ’ 
tie in Moscow which has drawn •: 
in parliament, the central bank, : 
a leading nli garrh , tlra premier " 
and the presidency. 
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Germany urges deal to solve EU crisis 


By Stephen Castle 
in Brussels 

TWO DAYS of intense horse- 
trading among Europe's lead* 
ers begins today with a blunt 
warning from Germany that 
only a deal on financial re- 
forms can prevent a “serious 
crisis" which could alienate 
Europe’s citizens. 

The message, from Gerhard 
Schroder; the German Chan- 
cellor; came on the eve of a sum- 
mit which must now grapple 
with two of the European 
Union’s biggest problems of 
recent years: the need for 
agreement on future funding 
and the vacuum in Brussels 
after the mass resignation of 
tiie European Commission. 

When leaders gather in the 
Intercontinental Hotel in 
Berlin, they face a multi-layered 
set of negotiations expected to 
go to the wire. Mr Schroder 
who chairs the summit, has an 
uphill battle to win concessions 
from Tony Blair ova: the British 
budget rebate, and faces simi- 
lar intransigence from France 
over agriculture. He must also 
try to meet hopes that a new 
Commission president, proba- 


French farmers blowing straw on to riot police deft) yesterday ; 


bly Romano Prodi, the former 
Italian prime minister, can be 
appointed as soon as Friday. 

A deal is not expected until 
the small hours of Friday morn- 
ing, when an array of compro- 
mises should be stitched 
together: Mr Schroder's pre- 
summit letter to follow leaders 


stresses how “difficult” and 
“arduous* 1 the discussions will 
be. This is because the bulk of 
the talks foCUS on the ftiingfhat 
matters most to member 
states: money. 

Perversely the convulsions 
in Brussels have improved the 
prospects of a deal on financial 


others born barricades during a protest over Europe’s agricultural policy reforms 
• Schroder's letter central because of a continuing fierent ideas have been floated, could cos 


Reuters 


reform. Mr Schroder's letter 
argues that “following the res- 
ignation of tiie European Com- 
mission, it is even more urgent 
to conclude Agenda 2000 [EU 
reforms] in order to safeguard 
the EU from serious crisis - at 
Least in the public perception”. 
Britain's role is likely to be 


its £2bn annual rebate. Ger- 
many is determined to cut its 
net annual contributions of 
£8bn and has for months been 
trying different tactics to target 
the rebate. 


With deadlines looming, dif- 


ferent ideas have been floated, 
mdnffing the notion that the re- 
bate should be swallowed in a 
gpneral mprtmntswi helping all 

big-paying complies. 

The latest German papers 
state that ft^&ate “will be 
go on to sug- 
gest a seridfclfmoves which 
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could cost the UK hundreds of 
mflliohs of pounds a yean 

Politically; Bonn realises that 
Mr Blair cannot return to the 
UK having surrendered the re- 
bate negotiated by Margaret 
Thatcher. The Prime Minister 
has, however; some leeway be- 
cause Britain stands to gain 
some “windfalls". Signs of a 
concession by Italy should 
allow a change in the way 
national budget contributions 
are calculated. 

At present contributions are 
based on national VAT receipts, 
hurting countries such as the 
UK and Germany which are ef- 
ficient at collecting the tax, but 
benefiting Italy, winch is not. A 
move to a system based on 
gross national product helps 


both Germany and the UK - g| 
which would gain around ,"9 
ElOOBL Similarly, a move to ‘M 
allow nations to retain 20 per &S 
cent, rather than the current 10 ’* 

per cent, of the cash they col- 
lect for Brussels from customs 
duties and levies will help big 
trading nations, including tine 
UK, which gains £49m. ■' -2j 

Ibis cash could simply M 
surrendered or used to feura^l 
reforms to the rebatet h atl fa j g| Nj 
wants. Whitehall is resistin&||v ;2 
but British officials conccde gp l 
that the aim is to ensure thS®^ 
the UK will not be worse dE* jssS 
The rebate does not ceve£:&^ 
spending outside the EU, uh - 
eluding support for countries ; 
expecting to join; once new -■ 
members are inside the cash J 
would be rebated - something il" 
Germany wants to curb. An a£:,Cj 
tentative is to exempt EU ad-- r ' i 
ministration costs from the 
terms of the rebate. British cog- - 1 - 
cessions could depend cm the . 
outcome of agriculture talks 
which might also save money 
Here the villain is Paris, which . 
wants to postpone reforms. 

President Jacques Chirac 
has described the common 
agricultural policy agreement 
as a “proposal” and has had to 
contend with large-scale . 
protests by French farmers. 

Will the total package be 
enough for Mr Schroder to seU 
to the German public? Wisely 
the Chancellor is playing down 
expectations: he wants results, 
he says, but is “not expecting 
a big lottery win”. 

Leading article, 

Review; page 3, 

Roy Jenkins, Review, page s 


Blair wants to 
ban ‘gatecrashers’ 
from meetings 


TONY BLAIR is to call for 
swelling changes to the work- 
ings of tiw Council (^Min^ters, 
the European Union's key 
derision-making body as it pre- 
pares for enlargement to in- 
clude up to 10 more countries. 

Britain is drawing pro- 
posals to prevent Council meet- 
ings being bogged down in 
rambling discussions. Ideas 
include time limits on debates; 
a ban on “gatecrashers" turn- 
ing up for meetings thqy should 
not attend; and sticking to strict 
agendas. 

The plans are included in a 
Foreign Office paper; seen by 
Thelndespendent, which draws 
on the lessons from Britain's six 
months in the EU*s rotating 
presidency last yean 

Mr Blair sees an opportunity 
to push for reforms after the 
crisis which has engulfed the 
EU since last week’s report 
accusing the European 


Over 50? 
Insure your 
car for less 


Low-cost motor insurance that's miles better 

Saga Motor Insurance offers Saga Motor Insurance is 
a range of carefully chosen extremely competitive. We 

options, such as free cover are dedicated to providing 
while you're driving in relevant, well-priced solutions 

Europe; and an attractive for car owners aged 50 and 

60% No-daJm Discount over, on the road and off. 

For a motor insurance 
quotation or instant cover, 
why not call Saga? 


This high level of cover 
doesn’t mean high cost. 
Quite the reverse, in feet 


0800 484 184 


Our lines are open 830am to 7pm weekdays. and 9am to I pm Saturdays. 
‘ w *ph“'« ah nay be raontarad/raordsd (or nfTtnMng purpaw. 


By Andrew Grice 
P olitical Editor 

Commission of fraud flnd min. 
management The Prime Mm- , 
ister has already called for tag '■]- 
changes to the Commission^ 
and, as the Berlin summit of EU 
leaders gets underway today is " 
expected to publish a joint re- 
form programme for Brussels 
with Austria. It will include the 
appointment of a “fraud- 
buster", modelled on Britain’s 
National Audit Office, with the 
power to summon officials and 
to investigate all areas of EU 
spending. 

In an interview on the eve of 
the summit, Mr Blair was scep- 
tical about calls for the Coun- 
cil to be made more open. “Jt is 
all very well to say the Council 
of Ministers should be far more 
open but you might find it be- 
comes less effective as a 
if you did that,” he sai<LJ 
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Carnage and cannibalism in 
Borneo as ethnic conflict rages 


BY Richard Lloyd Parry 
in Singkawang, 

Indonesian Borneo 



MALAYSIA,; -'t 
iftSOrtjwang B-O'RWEO 

^Semeianban 

’on dan ah 

‘KALIMANTAN.,- 


South China Sea 


1 BRUNEI; 


INDONESIA'. 

Jon Sea 200 mites' 


WESTERN parts of Borneo 
were in a state of anarchy last 
night after Indonesian soldiers 
opened fire on headhunting 
Dayak warriors in a drastic 
escalation of the island's savage 

thnu* war 

ft- least five Dayaks were 
shot dead during a gun battle 
with police in the district of 
Semelantan, in the West Kali- 
mantan province where thou- 
sands of tribesmen are 
gathering from across western 
I Borneo in a human manhunt 

More than 200 people, in- 
cluding young babies, have 
.been decapitated and canni- 
balised in the area, where 
I Dayak leaders and the Indo- 
nesian military have lost con- 
trol of the local population. 
Hundreds more are being 
■ hunted down and butchered at 
the rate of some 30 a day. 

The scenes along the road 
between the town of Sing- 
kawang and the village of Mon- 
tradM yesterday afternoon 
deff.J belief. Five severed 
heads were displayed at check- 
points along the way, including 
those of a teenage boy and a 
middle-aged coupie. Young 
warriors, armed with guns and 
wooden spears and smeared 
with blood, walked along the 
road openly carrying the hearts 
and livers of their victims as 
women and children looked on. 

A few miles away, a group of 
a dozen Dayaks were roasting 
and eating another body which 
lay dismembered on a wall. A 
young Dayak man boasted that 
le had taken part in four 
riflings of Indonesian settlers 
rom the island of Madura. “We 



Madurese refugees hunted by Dayak Christians take shelter in Pontianak, West Kalimantan, after their villages were torched 


caught one of them this after- 
noon," he said, “and we lolled 
it and we ate it because we hate 
the Madurese." 

• Local government officials in 
Singkawang estimate that up to 
500 others have been killed, al- 
though an accurate count is im- 
possible because of the nature 
of the killings - ‘‘Sometimes we 
find a leg and sometimes an 
arm, so it's difficult to keep 
count" said AR Simon, a Dayak 
who is administrative head of 
the Semelantan area. “We try 


to count the heads.” Elias 
Ubek, Dayak chief of the village 
of Montrado, said that at least 
70 Madurese had been killed 
and beheaded in his village 
alone. He said he had seen six 
or seven children with their 
heads cut off. “Some are shot 
first some are stabbed to 
death," he said. “They don't 
care about women, children; 
they kill everyone, induding ba- 
bies. They (hop their heads off 
and they eat them.” 

Mr Ubek was threatened 


with death by his own villagers 
after giving shelter to two fam- 
ilies who had been tied up and 
were about to be killed by 
Dayak warriors. “The people 
trying to kill them had come 
from another district and they 
were so angry, I was alm ost 
killed myself. I am their leader 
and I cannot cool them down.” 

The Indonesian security 
forces have even less control of 
toe situation. At about 4pm 
yesterday, Mr Ubeks eight 
refugees boarded a military 


convoy which was passing 
through the area attem p tin g to 

save Madurese fugitives. At 
least 150 soldiers in a dozen 
tracks and two armoured cars 
were outnumbered by a mob of 
Dayak warriors who followed 
them down the jungle road. 

Five miles down the road, 
the Dayaks attacked with hunt- 
ing rifles, and the soldiers re- 
sponded with a volley of 
gunfire. Witnesses described 
them taking level aim Into the 
jungle with automatic rifles. 


At least five Dayaks were seen 
lying by the road dead or seri- 
ously wounded, before the con- 
voy proceeded to Singkawang. 

This nightmarish conflict 
began last month. More than 
10,000 Madurese refugees had 
already fled villages along the 
coast, where the ethnic cleans- 
ing was instigated by mobs, 
mainly of ethnic Malays. 

The mobilisation of the 
Dayaks of the interior raised foe 
stakes drastically. Many of 
those arriving in Semelantan 


Achmad Ibrahim/ AP 

are veterans of a s imilar con- 
flict two years ago. which Left as 
many as 3,000 Madurese dead. 
The military stopped the Dayak 
advance outside West Kali- 
mantan’s regional ra pfal, Pon- 
tianak. and some 200 Dayaks 
were killed when they tried to 
break through army lines. 

Members of Borneo’s three 
principal ethnic groups - 
Dayak, Malay and Chinese - 
accuse the Madurese of figh t- 
ing and thrft They demand that 
they leave the island: 


Vatican 
nudges 
closer to 
China 


BY TERESA POOLE 

in Peking „ 


WHILE A physically frail Pope 
dreams of one day visiting 
China, the Vatican is pushing 
for improved relations with the 
country despite tough condi- 
tions set ly Peking- £• 

A state visit to Rome this 
week by President Jiang Zemin 
has prompted an olive branch 
from a senior Vatican official, 
who publicly said the Holy See 
was willing to “modify” its 
diplomatic recognition of Tai- 
wan. Low-level negotiations 
have been going on for more 
than a decade, with Peking 
torn between wanting to see toe 
Vatican sever diplomatic ties 
with Taipei, and fearing any- 
thing that would promote 
Catholicism on the mainland- 
Bbr toe Vatican, China repre- 
sents^the world's biggest po- 
tential market of converts. Fbr 
Peking, the image of huge 
crowds gathering for a papal 
visit - as recently in Cuba - is 
unthinkable. 

Now the Vatican is making 
the moves to reach a compro- 
mise on China’s two strict con- 
ditions: that the Vatican cut 
diplomatic ties to Taiwan, and 
that it “must not interfere with 
China's internal affairs by 
means of religious activities”. 

This week, in an interview 
with toe Corriere deUa Sera 
newspaper; the Vatican For- 
eign Minister; Archbishop Jean- 
Louis Tauran, said: “We are 
aware that in order to nor- 
malise our relations with 
Peking we will have to modify 
the form (of relations) with 
Taipei ... We are wilting to ne- 
gotiate.” Peking is demanding 
a severing of relations as a pre- 
condition for negotiations. 

Taiwan yesterday warned 
the Holy See against failing 
for Chinese “hypocrisy". Roy 
Wu, the Foreign Ministry 
spokesman, said: “The Chi- 
nese Communist regime has al- 
ways been hostile to religions. 
The Vatican must not be fooled 
by their pretence to be good." 

All reli gi ons are burgeoning 
in China, trying to fill the 
spiritual void left after the 
ideological collapse of 
Communism. 
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Paraguay coup fear 
after assassination 


PARAGUAYWAS thrust into the 
worst turmoil of its 1 0-year-old 
democracy yesterday after the 
Vice-President, Luis Maria 
Argana, 64, one of the country’s 
longest-serving politicians, was 
assassinated in the capital. 
Asuncion. 

The whole city shut down 
and residents expressed fears 
of a new military takeover as 
news spread that gunmen had 
fired on Mr Argana’s vehicle as 
he drove to work: yesterday 
morning. He was hit by at least 
10 bullets in the head and body 
Tension rose as troops and po- 
lice poured into the streets to 
maintain order when the Vice- 
President's supporters gath- 
ered at the murder scene. 

There was little doubt that 
the killing was the result of a 
power struggle among politi- 
cians of the long-ruling Col- 
orado parly closely tied with the 
military that ruled for 35 years 
until 1989 under the dictator 
Alfredo Stroessner. Mr Argana 


BY PHIL DAVISON 

Latin America Correspondent 

hfl>i been foreign ministe r and 
head of the Supreme Court 
under General Stroessner 
Mr Argana was in fine to take 
over from the President, Raul 
Cubas, if the leader were to be 
removed. Congress began im- 


the President last week, ac- 
cusing him of abuse of power 

President Cubas has or- 
dered the release of General 
Lino Oviedo, who had tried to 
launch a military coup against 
then president Juan Cartes 
Wasmosy in 1996 and was later 
sentenced to 10 years’ jafl. Gen- 
eral Oviedo's release late last 
year led to a split within the Col- 
orado party between factions 
supporting either Mr Cubas or 
Mr Argana. Paraguayans knew 
the split was deep but only 
yesterday (fid they reafise it was 
deadly. 

Mr Argana felt he had been 



Argana: Victim of power 
struggle in ruling party 

robbed of the party’s presi- 
dential nomination, and in 
effect fee presidency, in 1993 as 
a result of a military-inspired 
intrigue to install Mr Wasmosy 
as the candidate. Mr Wasmosy 
won the presidency and ruled 
until last year 

Mr Argana felt robbed again 
last year He was defeated in the 
party primary for presidential 


candidate by General Oviedo, 
who planned to run his cam- 
paign from jail but was later 
barred from the race. Mr Cubas 
was then given the candidacy, 
won the presidential election 
last May and freed General 
Oviedo later in the yean 

Mr Argana’s role as Vice- 
President was becoming in- 
creasingly uncomfortable after 
Congress, despite a Colorado 
party majority in both cham- 
bers, voted to start impeach- 
ment proceedings against Mr 
Cubas. Mr Argana had per- 
suaded his supporters within 
Congress, although from the 
same party as the President, to 
vote in favour of the impeach- 
ment move. Mr Cabas's sup- 
porters were furious. 

There was no indication yes- 
terday who the gunmen were 
but the authorities blocked all 
land borders « pd launched in- 
tensive airport checks to stop 
them leaving the country. 

Obituary Review, page 7 
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‘Matey’ charter 
irks Australia 


EXTOLLING THE values of 
*^ajrne^,*^rrie 5 >«adBice" and 
mateship”, Australia's Prime 
Minister; John Howard, re- 
leased a draft for a new con- 
stitutional preamble. 

Hie Liberal-National gov- 
ernment says it wants public 
comment on the draft before 
putting it to the people in con- 
junction with a referendum on 
becoming a republic. 


BY JOANNA JOLLY 

in Sydney 


Describing Australia as a 
nation “woven together of peo- 
ple from many ancestries and 
arrivals", it says: “Since time 
immemorial our land has been 
inhabited by Aborigines and 
Tbires Strait Islanders, who are 
honoured for their ancient and 
continuing cultures.” 

Mr Howard wrote the pre- 
amble with the help of the poet 
Les Murray, a defender of out- 
back values. “Australians are 
free to be proud of their coun- 
try and heritage," it says. “Vfe 
value excellence as well as 


fairness, independence as dear- 
ly as mateship.” 

But the document released 
yesterday has been criticised as 
badly written, sexist and unac- 
ceptable to Aboriginals. 

The Aboriginal and Torim 
Strait Islander Commission 
chairman, Gatjil Djerrkura, 
criticising the reference to 
Aborigines, said it was always 
clear that Mr Howard had no 
plans to recognise indigenous 
Australians as custodians of the 
land rather than as 
“inhabitants". 

Women’s groups objected to 
the use of the word “mate- 
ship’' as “coded masculine" 
and not representative of the 
contribution of women to the 
nation Critics have also com- 
plained that the preamble is 
badly written, describing it as 
corny in parts. 


Park war over 
loose dog law 

American times 

NEW YORK 


IT IS easy to get upset about 
Rudofoh Giuliani- His take- 
no-prisoners style as mayor 
of New Ybrk City has earned 
him high marks pnlifie^lly , as 
well as re-election last yean 
Next yean he may run for a 
US Senate seat (possibly 
against Hillary Rodham Clin- 
ton). 

But the Rudy regime can 
seen repressive. Right now, 
the mayor is struggling to 
quell a crisis arising from a 
horrendous incident in early 
February: the shooting of an 
unarmed African immigrant 
in the Bronx by four white po- 
lice officers. The shooting 
has crystallised resentment 
in the black community to- 
wards Giuliani's police force. 

But anti-Giuliani senti- 
ment also attaches itself to 
trivial issues. Dog-walking, for 
instance. 

Dogs would not be natur- 
al fodder for a city’s tabloid 
headline writers, you might 
imagine. Wrong. When pro- 
testers recently compared 
the mayor to Hitler and 
likened his police to the 
Gestapo, dogs were the issue. 

Since earty February Mr 
Giuliani, assisted by the 
Parks Coounissionei; Henry 
Stern, haa been extending 
the zero-tolerance policy ap- 
proach so effectively applied 
to thieves and murderers to 
dog owners. His mission has 
been to enforce the so-called 
“leash laws” that dictate 
when a dog is allowed to run 
without restraint from a lead. 

Mr stem has deployed 
armed police officers, some 
on hors^iack, daily to Central 
Rarkand Riverside Park, both 
popular with dog owners in 
Manhattan. They have been 
issuing summonses in bliz- 
zards. First offenders are 
fined $100. Penalties go up to 
$1,000 for repeat offenders. 

Nobody is saying that dogs 
should be free to rampage 
everywhere. But it did not 


help when Mr Stem - whose 
own dog is called Boomer - 
publicly vented about the 
"dog terrorists” who, he 
claimed, cause $250,000 a 
year in damage to his parks. 

He later attempted to clar- 
ify his remark. “The cam- 
paign is directed against a 
minority of wilful, arrogant 
dog owners,” he saic- 
“They’re like die-hard 
National Rifle Association 
members.” (He might have 
omitted that last part.) 

The scene every morning 
in Riverside Park is a blend 
of comedy and paranoia. Dog 
owners complain of a "Cow- 
boys and Indians" atmos- 
phere, with Mr Stern’s 
rangers popping out from be- 
hind trees and bluffs to snaf- 
fle their prey. “Itwas a posse, 
an ambush," said one woman 
caught giving her boxer mo- 
ments of leash-free frisking. 

But in matters of zero- 
tolerance there is no room for 
humour. Park officials were 
serious when they contacted 
a Florida-based sculptor. 
Jack Dowd, about a statue he 
has recently completed ca'-'d 
Man & His Dog. The life-svte 
bronze is to go on display in 
New York's Tompkins Square 
Park, in the Lower East Side 
of Manhattan, next month. 
And - horror - photographs 
of the work showed no sign at 
all of man and dog being con- 
nected by a leash. 

Mr Dowd was able to put 
the city's mind at resL When 
the sculpture reaches New 
York, it will come with leash 
included It is misang only be- 
cause it is sitting on a pave- 
ment outside his studio in 
Florida and he was afraid 
vandals might remove it. He 
has figured out a vandc^ 
proof means of attaching thd 
leash in time for Manhattan. 
Otherwise, Mr Dowd, it would 
have been $ 100 , payment 
without delay. 

David usborne 
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Canary Wharf float oversubscribed 

THE FLOTATION of the Canary Wharf office development 
in London’s Docklands is thought to have been at least 
twice subscribed, prompting its advisers to bring the 
announcement of the float price a day forward to 
tomorrow. The eompany aims to sell a 25 per cent stake to 
raise about £470m to £585 m. 


French banks go on offensive 

FRENCH BANKS Soti&6 Gdndrale and Paribas, who are 
fighting to keep their merger plans alive following a $39bn 
counterbid from rival BNR will today go on the offensive. 
Socfete G£n£rale and Paribas are expected to reveal that 
the cost savings now look likely to be higher than the 
FfrSOOm promised last month. 



> Men ad crag* a Spa 


INDICES 


-2-21 5 27 .2.29 *.51 -1.41 4.48 -1.37 


0.18 -0 52 0.23 -Q.M l.BO 0.03 2.61 0.27 


Ge'm.inv 3.02 -0 51 3.01 -0.73 4.00 -0 88 4.96 -0.48 


‘ftw l/l /W hfi 


POUND 

d Spa Ouagi -Yr 


BUSINESS 


Granada stalks Scottish 


with £110m share buy 


A TAKEOVER erf Scottish Media 
Group moved a step closer 
yesterday after Mirror Group 
sold its 1&6 per cent stake in the 
broadcaster and newspaper 
publisher to Granada, the 
media and hotels giant, for 

£1 10.3m. 

The long-awaited sale, which 
was flagged by Mirror Group 
earlier this month, puts 
Granada ahead of its rival ITV 
broadcasters, Carlton and 
United News and Media, in the 
rpce to take control of SMG. 

Granada paid 915p per share 
for the stake, an 8 per cent pre- 
mium to SMG’s dosing share 


By Petek thal Larsen 


price on Monday. News of the 
sale lifted SMG shares 22p to 
865 -5p yesterday. 

Although rules governing 
the amount of television ad- 
vertising that can be controlled 
by a single broadcaster cur- 
rently prevent Granada from 
bidding for SMG, buying the 
stake allows Granada to block 
its rivals from mounting a bid 
while waiting for the rules to 
change. 

The Government is coming 
under increasing pressure to 
ease the ownership restric- 


tions on ITV companies as 
Channel 3 faces competition 
from the exploding number of 
digital channels. However the 
law is unEhety to be changed be- 
fore the next election. 

Although Granada said it 
had “no present intention" of 
bidding for SMG, it said it re- 
served the right to change its 
stance if another group built a 
stake of more than 15 per cent 

This Twpaiys that Granada 
will be free to bid if one of its ri- 
vals buys the 18.6 per cent 
shareholding in SMG owned by 
Flextech, the supplier of tele- 
vision channels. Flextech - 


winch is expected fo repart a 
pre-tax loss of around £5m 
whenftrejKJrtsfaayear results 
today-istiwu^http have been 
in talks with a number of po- 
tential buyers about seffingtoe 
stake. Can West, toe Canadian 
broadcasted is believed to be in- 


Analysts said the situation 
was similar to the takeover of 
ybitahireTyne-lbeslhieviaon 
in 1997, when Granada gradu- 
ally buOt a 29 j 9 per cent stake 
in the ITV broadcaster before 
finally launching a foil bid. 

JohnADwood, Mirror’s chief 
executive, welcomed the deal 


“It’s great news for Mirror 
Group,” be said. “Dfs dean, and 
ft gives is the money” 

Mirror has talked to a num- 
ber of potential takers about 
toesbarebakSng, but settled foe 
Grenada because it was offer- 
ing an immediate deal Other 
options are thought to have in- 
volved buying both Mirror and 
Flextech's stakes as a launch- 
pad for a full bid for SMG. 

Under the terns of the deal 

if Granada sells on the stake in 
the nest 12 months it will have 
to pass on any profits it makes 
to Mirrac 

Combined with the sale of the 


former headquarters in Hot 
bom for £4Qm, which was an- 
nounced last week, Mirror has 

reduced its debt load by £i50m 
in the space of a few days. 

In a related development, the 
Independent Television Com- 
mission yesterday rejected a 
riarm by British Sky Broad- 
casting that ITV sbould be 
forced to supply its new chan- 
nel ITV2, to the satellite broad- 
caster's platform. ITV2 is 
currently only available on 
ONdigital the broadcaster 
jointly owned by Granada and 
Carlton, and cable television. 
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BTRand 
Siebe pay 
£500,000 
to become 
Invensys 


By Michael Harrison 
Business Editor 



btr SIEBE, the merged au- 
tomation and controls group, 
yesterday joined the growing 
band of companies which are 
adopting meaningless new 
names by announcing that it is 
henceforth to be known as In- 
vensys. 

The name was chosen after 
a four-month trawl through 
3,000 possibles. The exercise 
has cost shareholders £500,000 
— of which £400,000 has gone on 
legal search fees and £100,000 
to pay the corporate rebrand- 
ing gurus, Interbrand, Newell 
and Sorrell 

The company whittled down 
the 3,000 possible names to a 
shortlist of five, which was then 
put to a secret ballot of the 
board and its 50 most senior 
executives. 

Lord Marshall the chair- 
man of BTR Siebe, declined to 
say whether Invensys was the 
name he voted for. But he was 
said to be “very happy" with the 
result of the ballot 

Invensys, which is appar- 
ently suggestive of innovation, 
inventiveness and BTR Siebe's 
drive towards systems solu- 
tkms, was “head and shoulders” 
above the alternatives, a 
spokesman added. 

He conceded that one option 
would have been to keep the 
existing name but neither BTR 
nor Siebe were strong enough 
brands in themselves, unlike, 
say Honeywell and Siemens. 

The name change is subject 
to shareholder approval at an 
extraordinary meeting in 
April. 



Inflation drop 
renews calls 
for rate cut 


inflation HAS faflenbekiw toe 
Government’s target for the 


By lea Paterson 


Sir Pianl Nicholson, Swallow chairman, will resume talks with other interested parties 


Vaux job losses loom as 
brewery buyout talks fail 


SWALLOW GROUP, the Sun- 
derland-based breweries, pubs 
and hotels company, has ter- 
minated discussions with a 
management buyout team 
seeking to rescue its breweries 
from closure. The failure of 
the MBO may result in 600 job 
losses. 

Swallow, known as Vaux 
Group until a month ago, 
briefed staff at its landmark 
brewery m Sunderland to warn 
them of redundancies after 
non-executive directors vetoed 
the buyout 

Peter Catesby chief execu- 
tive, said the talks had finally 
collapsed over a supply agree- 
ment which, according to ob- 
servers, would have forced 


by Andrew verity 


Swallow to subsidise the 
buyout team by committing 
itself to a three-year supply 
deaL 

“The real issue was the dif- 
ference in value between the 
alternatives and the manage- 
ment buyout,” he said. “The 
buy-out had to its benefit the 
fact that all the jobs would 
have been saved." 

The collapse of talks fol- 
lowed initial questions in the 
City over the value to share- 
holders of the £68m price tag for 
toe MBO, which would have in- 
cluded 350 Swallow pubs and 
toe two breweries. 

The buyout was led by Frank 


Nicholson, a member of toe 
family which has controlled 
Vhux for more than 120 years. 
Sir Paul Nicholson, current 
chairman of Swallow; is Frants 
brother 

Martin Grant and NdlGos- 
sage were <Esmissed as chief 
executive and finance director 
of the group last month after 
they raised concerns about toe 
MBO proposal behind the 
board’s back with leading 
shareholders. One shareholder 
said their position bad been 
vindicated by yesterday’s de- 
velopments. 

Swallow intends to resume 
discussions with other in- 
terested parties in its ef- 
forts to sell the brewery. 


mA ymdpnrp n ffirinl fig iirw; m- 

vealed yesterday, prompting 
freshed for UK interest rate 
cuts. 

Heavy discounting on the 
high street helped take the un- 
derlying infla tion rate down to 
2.4 per cent inPsbruary the Best 
time it has dipped below its 2L5 
per cent target since November 
1994. Falls in second-hand car 
prices were another factor be- 
hind the surprise 02-point tum- 
ble in underlying inflation, 
according to data from toe Of- 
fice for National Statistics 
fONS). 

There was an even sharper 
fall in the headline rate of infla- 
tion, which dropped 02 pouts to 
a five-year tow of 2.1 per cent 
Recentfalls in borrowing costs, 
which are not included in the un- 
dertyiog inflation measure, 
wipedahnost 02 pants from the 
headline rate in February. 

Additional (townward effects 
mi inflation came from alcohol 
and chemist goods, although 
these were partially offset by 
food pice inflation, which hit a 
two-and-a-half year high- 

Sterfingweakenedtooverfflp 
against the euro Mowing the re- 
lease of the figures, although it 
later made up lost ground to 
dose at 66.8p. Short sterling 


surged as analysts re-evaluated 

toe chances of another interest 
rate cut next month. 

The data prompted renewed 
rate cut calls from industry. Ian 
Peters, deputy director gener- 
al of the British Chambers of 
Commerce, said: “The figures 
strengthen our view that the 
Bank of England should cut 
rates by half a per cent” 

Analysts warned that the 
next set of inflation figures, 
which mil take account of Bud- 
get increases in tobacco and 
petrol duty; are hkdy to be less 
favourable. The Budget changes 
could add almost 02 per cent to 
headline inflation, according to 
toe ONS. Howevei; few analysts 
thought these temporary effects 
would stand in the way of further 
rate cuts from the Bank. 

Speaking in Manchester last 
night, DeAnne Julius, a member 
of toe nme^trong Bank of Eng- 
land Monetary Policy Commit- 
tee, said she hoped flexibility in 
the service sector would allow 
the econozzty to combine a high 
level of enjoyment with low in- 
flation. 

Data released fay the Engi- 
neering Employers’ Etederation 
yesterday showed that pay deals 
in the sector stabilised in the 
three months to February at 2.6 
percent 


Exercise bikes 
pedal into the RPI 



P&O disposal plan to raise £2bn 
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P&O YESTERDAY surprised the 
City with plans to raise over £2hn 
from toe disposal of its con- 
struction, property, exhibitions 
andamtainersdivisiaasinaader 
to focus on its cruises, ferries and 
ports businesses. 

The radical programme will 
see the disappearance of over 
£L5bn of the transport group's 
£S.9bn turnover; through toe 
flotation of its Boris construction 
arm, the P&O Nedlloyd con- 
tainers joint venture, and the 
sale of its US and UK properties, 
inciixiingtheOlympfaexMbitioa 
centre in London's Earls Court 

News of the changes came 


by Francesco Guerrera 


after P&O reported a 14 per cent 

increase in undertying profits to 

£115 -9m and raised its dividend 
for the first time this decade. 

Lord Storting, the P&O chair- 
man. said the disposals would 
bring P&O back to its seaborne 
heritage and that it could pave 
the way for a secondary listing 
in New Yack. u fFerries,cruises 
and ports] will be the engine 
rooms of this company to drive 
ft into the future,” he said. 

Lord Sterling said toe pro- 
ceeds of toe sales would be 
used to pay delfts and to boost 


investment in the P&O Steoa 
line cross channel ferry joint 
venture, and in the Princess and 
P&O muse lines. 

Shares in the group soared 55 
per cent to 860J5p as City ana- 
lysts welcomed toe demise of 
P&Q's contfomemte-Oke struc- 
ture Even though investors had 
been calfing for disposals for 
some time, few expected sach a 
radical programme. The bulk of 
the funds, around £i.5bn, will 
come from the sale ofP&O’s re- 
tail and office properties in 
Britain and toe US. The group 
said the portfolio could be sold in 
chunks or as a single company. 


The flotation of Bovis Con- 
struction, set to be completed 
within a yeai; could raise up to 
£350m, while the listing of the 
container venture could net 
£30fen. Olympia would probabty 
be sold for about £200 zxl 
M eanwhile, Lord Sterling 
promised to bring bads 50 ships 
to the UK flag - inrlnrimg the 
Grand Princess, the world's 
biggest cruise ship- If the Gov- 
ernment introduced a tonnage 
tax. The levy, currently being 
considered by the Treasury, 
would result in lower rates for 
mmpante flwith Iflrgp tdhip$ 
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PRICES OF food processors 
and exercise bikes have been 
newly included in the latest in- 
flation figures, as government 
statisticians struggle to ensure 
official data reflect changing 
fashion trends, writes Lea 
Paterson. 

The Office for National Sta- 
tistics has also deemed dried oat- 
food, television aid computer 
repairs, and electric keyboards 
popular enough far inclusion in 

toe Retail Prices Index, toe of- 
ficial measure of inflation. 

Among the casualties are 
traditional children's knee- 
length coats, which have been 
replaced in toe index by short- 
er children’s jackets after 
falling out of favour with mod- 
ern parents. Car brake pads 

and washing machin e repairs 
also number among the new 
inclusions. 

The exclusions indude 
packet soup and mattvmeg&i; 
both ofwbich have been dropped 
as part of the annual RPI update. 


Surveys show that these ac- 
rount fir such a small proportion 
of expenditure that change in 
their price have virtually no im- 
pact on real income. 

Despite the statisticians' 
best efforts, RPI changes are 
often slow to pick up on new 
consumer behaviour Personal 
computers were only included 
last year, while Doc Martens 
and mobile phones were in 
every high street long before 
they turned up in official price 
measures. Women's cardigans 
have been reinstated to toe 
index after several years' ab- 
sence, even though their foray 
into the fashion spotlight is 
now well and truly oven 

Officials at toe Office for Na- 
tional Statistics stress toatRFI 
changes are based on careful 
study of expenditure surveys, 
not individual tastes. These re- 
assurances aside, few were sur- 
prised yesterday to learn that 
anoraks have, for many years, 
been a key RPI constituent. 
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SHARES SUFFERED another 
reverse with the blue chip Footsie 
index down 922 points at 6,0602. 

Weakness in overseas markets, 
particularity New York, were cited 
as the reasons for the decline. The 
supporting indices also gave 
ground. 

P&O, toe shipping group, was 
one to steam against the tide, rising 
45p to 860 5p, The shares responded 
to betterthan-expected profits and 
the group's intention to dispose of 
its non core operations. 

Derek Pun: page 31 


US STOCKS suffered their 
biggest drop in almost six 
weeks, amid concerns about 
falling profits at some oftbe 
country’s largest blue-chips. By 
early afternoon, the Dow Jones 
Industrial Average was trading 
157.9 points lower at 9732.GL The 
Nasdaq Composite feQ 4724 
points to stand at 234& 

Coca-Cola was among the 
Dow's biggest fellers after Merrill 
lynch cuts its earnings estimates 
for the company. Technology 
stocks were also in decline. 


TOKYO 


SAO PAULO 


FRANKFURT 


JAPANESE SHARES fell yesterday 
as domestic investors took profits 
ahead of the end of the fiscal year 
on 31 March. The Nikkei index 
dosed down 359.68 points, or 22 
per cent, at 16,019.10. 

Dealers said that the fall had 
been sparked by a round of selling 
by institutions and companies, 
eager to boost their balance sheets 
before the end of the fiscal year A 
number of Japanese blue-chips are 
believed to have unwound their 
cross-sharehokimgs in an attempt 
to flatter performance. 


BRAZILIAN stocks followed 
international markets lower. In 
early trade, the Bovespa index 
was down 02 per cent at 10,495 
points. Utility companies led the 
toilers amid heavy profit taking. 
Renewed optimism over BraziFs 
privatisation programme had . 
poshed the shares higher In 
recent weeks. Markets toiled to 
be moved by the Brazilian 
Cental Bank’s decision to trim 
overnight interest rates by o.01 
percent. “It wouldn't have any 
great effect”, one trader said. 


THE german stock market closed 
sharpty lower; hit by Monday’s 
heavy losses on Wall Street and 
increasing uncertainty over the 
Kosovo crisis. The Xetra DAX 
index finished more than 3 per 
(font down at 4,870.49 points, 
within a whisker of the 
psychologically important 4,300 
level However; toe blue-chip 
Deutsche Telekom phone group 
dosed 0.4 per cent higher at 37.70 
euros, on speculation of further 
rationalisation in the 
telecommunications sector. 
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Robinson takes a step nearer his goal 


GERBY KOBINSON, chairman of 
Granada, has long believed that 


-«»»***** 


-••sc-.'— -J"- 


— T/WW.JIC .^ui ran y w c 

beheaded and absorbed three of 
the original line-up of pretenders to 

the title. Now he appears set <m ad- 

raocmg north of the border into 
Hollander territay. 

AMje ITV frandaise-halders 
wl^ down through takeover and 

meig» mto fewer and fewer play- 
ere, the question remains-who will 
ewntuaBy emerge as top dbg’ Mr 
Robinson thinks that in the end 
there will be only one, and he’s de- 
termined that even if Granada 

dpesrft own it outright, it will cer^ 

tainly be the dominant partnec Fbr 
that fifle, however; he has stffl to 
fight it out with Lord HoDicFs 
United News and Media and 
Michael Green’s Cartton. 

Tim a 



roles chan ge or die advance of 
zmild'Cfaannei 1 TV reduces his share 
of mewing sufficiently below the 15 
per cent cdfing to enable outright 
takeover 


underperforming businesses that 
seemed destined either for an igno- 
minious Hanson-style break-up or 
oblivion at the hands of a trigger: 


l&Bpercent stake in Scottish Media, 


trancmses, brings Granada a stag- 
ing post closer to its goaL Fbr the 
time being, the rules wwn to stop 

Granaifa from pMngaqy firrrtwr The 

last reform of the h mari^fl tm g le g- 
islation allows enmpawTjpc; fppmn 
nuey framfoises as they like, pro- 
vffid they keep within IS per cent 
of commercial television viewing 


Outlook 


S epara te competition roles prevent 
companies acquiring more than 25 
per cent of TTV advertising. If Grana- 
dawaetobujrScottidiouiri^3t,botii 

these opfltny mi gh t be hreached. 
The company rfanr«^ not; the in- 
dustiytfisagreesL 
What is not far doubt is that Un ited 
and Caritoo would suffer no such bar- 
rier; Certainfy United, andposaUy 
Caritoar too, woidd be wifron the 15 

pgcatflBKn^ ^ gni ^flirfTtwt. 

ed already undertakes adv e rtis in g 
sales for Scottish, thatwouldrft have 
preserved a problem either 

So Granada’s move has to be seen 
as both defensive and offensive- Mr 


ly to stop ofiieiss from doing it, but 


tion is why neither United nor Carl- 
ton tried to outbfel him for the stake. 
The answer to this is that they 
might have tried to (or at least one 
offbemdkD.butfl*ywanied tomop 

up Ftertecfa’s similariy sized rfiare- 
hokSng at the same time so that the 
combined stake could be used as a 
faundnngpad forabkL This jawed 
c om plex and (SfflcnJt, so Mirror in- 
^ead tilted for the dean-break, do- 
strings offer from Granada. 

FbrScottish,theii,Granadapos- 
sa^y offers a kind of salvation. Even 
sa fr would do well toremetaber the 
fine from the movie Highlander - 
“there can only be one”-and the fad 
thatasfarasnVfrandnse-bol^ng 
is cnnce med , it was Mr Robinson 
trim was the first to use it 

P&O clear-out 

THREE^ YEARS ago that dd sea-dog 
Lord Sterfing looked to be dead in the 

watec P&O was a ragbag of hznxpK 


Lord Sterling's very survival on 
the poop-deck was in question. But 
be is nothing if not a fighter and by 
mer ging the cross -Channel ferry 
and container businesses, floating 
Boris Homes and seBng off £50Qm 
of propel Lord Stofiog slowly re- 
stored the P&O balance sheet and 
his own reputation. 

Now with the decision to trim back 
father to just three cut e d iv isions erf 
cruises, ferries and ports, P&O will 
be more or less back where it start- 
ed 160 years ago as a pure shipping 
group. Moreover; for the first time 
since he backed his Town & City 
group into P&O in the earty :980s. 
Lord Sterling will be bereft of any 
property interests to run. 

This latest restructuring, cou- 
pled with P&O’s first dividend in- 
crease m nine years, wart down well 

yesterday And why not? The flota- 
tion of the construction arm Boris, 
the sale of Earis Court Otympia. and 
the disposal of P&O’S r emaining 
property interests, should raise 
around £2bn. Rather down the track, 
there is the prospect of another 


£300m from the flotation of P&O s 
share in P&O NedDoydL 

As for the remaining core busi- 
nesses, demographics and markets 
are moving in P&O’s favour When 
Lord Sterfing refers to tire growth in 
cruising he is not thinking of Sunset 
Boulevard but the expected doubling 
in tbe number ofUS riteens aged be- 
tween 50 and 59 -the prime market 
for tos Oriana and Aurora cruise 
shi ps 

On the downside. P&O wiQ be fo- 
cussed more firmty in cyclical mar- 
kets. Meanwhile there is the 
constant threat of another cross- 
Channel price war and the danger 
thattherisingcostofcarefortheei- 
derty^ will puta dentin toe spending 
power of P&O’s core leisure market. 

Still, Lord sterfing hardty needs 
to worry His is $4 now and most 
surety be planning his own retire- 
ment cruise soon. 

Finance fiddle 

DAVID RUFFLEV, 3 Conservative 
MPcntheTreasuryComtninee.yes- 
terday accused Gordon Brown of fid- 
dling the figures to hide the foci that 
he raised ratherthan reduced taxes 
mthe recent Budget He pointed out. 


in the maimer erf one outraged, that 
the Red Book could present a (ailing 
las burden only by virtue of dosing 
the new working families tax credit 
as negative income tax rather than 
positive puhbc expenditure. Quite 
right, Mr RufBey. Power to your 
elbow: 

But hokloDamcartenL Could this 
be the same Mr Rufiky who was 
one at the Ihsasury as a special ad 
riM-totheiastChawefloE Kenneth 
Clarke? Yes indeed, it does tend to 
take onetokrwwone.lt was after all 
the Conservatives who decided to 
dass privatisation revenues as 
alive spending in order to keep 
down the published share of gov- 
ernment spending in GDP 

AD gtwenunerts engage in sleight 
of band when pesenting the public 
faanoes. AityexperienmJ scrtdmeer 
of the Budget documents knows 
that a few key tables, mostly in the 
appentfato the Red Boot; tefiyou aU 
you need to know- although even few 
the eaqperL changes in presentation 
and definitions make it a challenge. 

TWo weeks on from Budget Ewy, 
the political row now raging on 
whether Mr Brown misted extayone 
on the extent of the giveaway is 
shedding little new light on vdiat he 
actually did 


Theshapeofthewvndisck'arbt*- 
hind the mass of trees First ihciv 
is no doubt that a series of tough 
measures dating bock to Kenneth 
Clarke's November 199t> Budget 
hat^msed tastes enough lu get pub- 
lic sector borrowing back under 
control Mr Brown has retained the 
excise duty ■’escalators" his prede- 
cessor introduced, along with the 
plan to abolish tax relief un profit 
related pay, and added his own in 
creases such as abolishing the 
dividend but credit 

At the same time, the direct tax 
burden has gon e down and new tax 
credits hke the WFTC wiU put more 
money diredty into the lu.vpaekets 
of many low eanwrs. This .war's 
Budget continued that process. It 
was broadSy neutral but because 
there was also* small giveaway* in 
lower personal taxes and higher 
government spending it ought to add 
significantly to consumer purchas- 
ing power 

Is the overall tax burden rising 11 

It is higher than it was Urfmv Um* 
otection. but then public Itamming 
had to be reduced. As ktr the future, 
that depends on whether Uk* econ- 
omy grows as strongly' Me Brown 
hopes If it dues, then the overall tax 
burden should begin to foil. 


Brown hi n ts 
at tax cuts 
still to come 


GORDON brown insisted yes- 
terday the Budget had reduced 
taxes, contrary to Opposition 


turSfc-cutttog Budgets. 

In tetchy exchanges with 
Conservative MPs an the House 
of Commons Treasury Com- 
mittee, Mr Brown denied 
charges of “fiddling” the fig- 
ures published hi the Budget 
Red Book earlier this month. 

David Ruffiey a former 
adviser to Kenneth Clarke, said 
the tax burden would be higher 
bytheendcrfthisPariiamenlHe 
said the published figures bad 
redrced the apparent tax burden 
by treating the new Working 
Families Tbx Credit as negative 
income tax. U \bu’ve got a lot of 
previous form on fiddling the 
figures,” he told the Chancellor. 

Mr Brown said even includ- 
ing the WFTC, the Budget had 
cut taxes between this year and 
next. We are reducing the tax 
bnrdmnextyean and as for the 
fixecasts fbr fiiture years, we are 
forecasting father feDs.” 

He added: “The forecasts do 
not take account of the Budget 

next year and thereafter” 

Sir Michael Spicer a Con- 
servative MR asked whether 


By Diane Coyle 
E conomics Editor 

tht»ftww >Tjihniir Rnilff*;nmi . 

toned had raised or lowered 
taxes. Mr Brown said the tax 
burden was fixecast to be lower 
than under plans published by 
the previous government 
The latest twist in the row 
centred on calc ulations by the 
House of Commons Library, 
which excluded certain Budget 
measures to arrive atanet 
flOOm tax increase over three 
years. 

However Mr Brown said 
there would be a net £4bn in 
lower taxes over three years. 
The Go ver nment had gone from 

aP^n itufi’it tw BnifgrfhwIanrft 

in two years, he told MPs. 

1 The Red Book shows fax and 

national insurance eHmhing 
from 35.4 per cent of GDP in 
1996/97 to an estimated S7.2 per 
cent in the current year; falling 
to 36fi per cent in 1999/2000 and 
36.7 per centra tb efoflow ingyeac 
Adding in the WFTC, which 
is counted as negative tax, lakes 
the burden for the next two 
years l»3&7per cent and37_2 p«- 
cent 

Outlook , this page 




8,600 UK jobs at risk in 
power generation merger 


ALSTOM AND ABB joined forces 
yesterday to create the world's 
biggest power generation 
company in a move which 

Ioctppc » q iKMitinw mar k hanging 

over 8,600 UK jobs. 

The two European engi- 
neering giants are to merge 
their power generation busi- 
nesses into a SfoSOjoont venture, 
ABB Alstom Bowen which wiU 
have sates of $llhn and an es- 
timated 25 percent share of the 
world market 

As part of the deal, Alstom 
will pay 6L5bn in compensation 
to ABB, which is contributing 
the bigger business to the joint 
venture. 

But Alstom wifi recoup 6900m 
of this by selling its heavy duty 
gas turbine business to Gener- 
al Electric. GE currently pro- 


Bv Michael Harrison 
B usiness Editor 

rides the technology for Alstom 
heavy duty gas turbines. 

Alstom flnfi ARR «*iH that the 
merger would produce saving 
of $450m a year within three to 
four years. They are putting 
aside about $670m to cover 
restructuring costs and job re- 
ductions among the 54,000- 
strong work f orce. 

Neither company would say 
how many jobs were at risk but 
Goran IidhaL ABB's chief ex- 
ecutive, sa wfc “In ourextreme- 
tycmnpditiveindnstryweneed 
permanently to improve effi- 
ciency.” 

ABB Alstom Riweris 8,600 
UK employees are spread 

apmgsIhiirlft witinns -TJnMln. 


Rugby. Stafford and Knubtford. 
The two main manufacturing 
rites -Lincoln, which produces 
gas turbines, and Rugby, which 
makes steam turbines - are 
both owned by Alstom. 

The merged business will 
leapfrog both GE and Siemens 
into number one place in the 
world league table of power 
station suppliers. 

Howeven neither Alstom nor 
ABB said they expected to face 
any problems with competition 
authorities since a rationalisa- 
tion of Europe's power genera- 
tion equipment industry was 
long overdue. 

The creation of ABB Alstom 
Power is in part a response to 
Semens’ acquisition Iasi year of 
Westinghouse's non-nuclear 
power generation interests, a 


deal which pushed Alstom down 
to fifth place in the world league. 

Pierre Bilger. the Alston; 
chairman, said that its smaller 
size had begun toprmvahond- 
icapk putting it in a^ “wortyingpo- 
rition" in the European market 

According to an analysis by 
Datamonitor Industrial ABB 
and Alstom respectively cap- 
tured just 8 per cent and 7 per 
cent erf the world power gener- 
ation equipment market last 
yean compared with 39 per cent 
for GE and lSpercentforWest- 
inghouse. 

Although yesterday’s merg- 
er was instigated by Alstom. Mr 
Bfi^r said it had no (dans to put 
its other two businesses, trans- 
portation and electrical trans- 
mission and distribution, into 
joint ventures. 


The UK’s Biggest PC Retailer 


Peter Austen, finance director deft), and Richard Holland, 
chiefexE«itive,ofBoosey«&Hawkes, tire mstnmjart maker 
and music pubfishet; which yesterday announced a 12 per 
cent Call in pre-tax profits to £7 Jm Andrew Buurman 


RBOS sells global custody arm 


The Time Machine 4003D+ PC 
package comas complete with 
powerful PC wifri PC-TV system 
and VldeoPhone camera, printer, 
scanner, office software sute and : 
much more for just £1049+ VAT 
Buy the EXEC model now and 
pay nothing unta March 2000, 
with our No Deposit Interest 
free Option] 


EASTER 



THE ROYAL Bank of Scotland 
said yesterday that it has agreed 
the rale efits global custody busi- 
ness to .Bank of New Ifork fa 
mare than £50Qm. 

The deal makes Bank ofNew 

■^^P^^^^triDion of assets 
under admirristratfaL 


By Andrew Garfield 
Fina ncial Editor 

RBOS, which rignificantty ex- 
panded toe business in 1997 
when it acquired the custody 
business of lie investment bank 
SG Warburg and erf fond man- 
agement group Mercury Asset 


Management, is one of the 


vices in the UK The business 
employs L5G0 staff mainty in 
London and Edinburgh. It has 
over£40Qbnofassetsunderad- 
ministration including the pen- 
skm fond assets of over half of 
toe FTSE 100 compares. 


Explaining the decision to 
withdraw from the business, 
Johnny Cameron, the man- 
a g in g director of corporate 
and institutional banking at 
RBOS, said: “We decided it 
would be fatter off as part of 
a group where this is a core 
business.” 
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Unusual Gifts 


A NEWSPAPER for that spaetal 
(M* 1M2-1999. mo* tMaa n* 
. aHa.Msa! birthday Bit Ramam- 
bm Whan. 10L 0181-763 8383. Or 
CMi. FREE 0500 520 00a 
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Chat Lines 


Legal Notices 
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for Everyone 
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NOTICE OF 
RESOLUTION FOR 
PAYMENT OUT OF 

CAPITAL 

AWARENET LIMITED 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN in 
accanfencc wiEh Season 175 of 
(he C ompa nies Act 1985 ttat> 
LTbe above-named 



Tba I n ao N anq f Act 1386 
FiSHEXnW LTD 
NOTOE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
pusuant to Section 98 of the 
Insolvency Act 1986 that a 
Meeting or tbe erectors of me 
^m*-named Compaq wC be 
held « 78 Hatton Garden, 
London EC1N SCA on 26th 
Mach, 1990 at 15.00 pm fer the 
pupoaas meroonatf ki Section 
99® 101 d the said Act 
Cretwws wWmg » w*e at Wa 
Mearg itutf lodg e their pm y. 
tnantw wCn a All staanwa or 

account ji ir» regjaawl cfloe. 

Mar Garten House, 78 Hewn 
Garten. London EC1N 81A not 
tear tten 12 noon on 2 *Wi 

Match, 1999. 

For tf» puipoaas of want. ■ 
secured creditor is icquaM 
(wMaS ne sunandecs Ws 
secuntyi tt WgB « New Garten 
House. 78 Hatsm Garten. 
London GtoN 8M. Mm tfw 
meeting, a statement fcvrag 
pertculen of Ns seoaiqt the 
dto wtian « we 0 »an and the 

value at wNeh * « assessed. 

NODca bftfihergven dwa fctel 
the names and addresses M 1 lha 
Comp en/t credtore osy be 
mapeoBd, flee of cnarae. ejN» 
Garten House, 78 Honan 
Garten, tendon EC1N 8JA, 
DflManiaOOsmereiAXOpm 
on -the two buoftieas days 
precedtngthedeBrfthemwdng 
stand above. 

&i Ortor of me fioart 
FrenKwatocOrector 



Aa store but Wh taster 4S0UKz AMD preoeeacr 
andaocumsutwocferaudcsysaniBcCUles 
VkleoPhone end camera C1149+VAT 
- £139a03tottf price. 

DtKC Mod^Muds S cp pa joyteck. 
guneoed, nVcrcohana. md 13 QKbaCOtBI>ilor 
Lei £99 f\B VAT «Cl »833 Esa 
pmm mas «md v sit bk res® w sat c* w 
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To advertise in this section 
please call the 

Classified Team on 0171 293 2347. 


PAPER AND BOARD 
hading limited 

festered Marten 2«8MV, 
-taring (femes: feats and 5o*d 
tefeg UriBd. Nriae of fartheK 
Mnfeekmef Canned 
CqsqWw. Vsde Om&akK 18 
Date rt i w ai ni m tm of JaW 
AifeUtofee fesdrert 9* Lferti 
lW9.ifereeofpeBonrtpoirt«sV* 
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ferine. 
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tor salespeople who 
tries the time 


your needs 

for dear explanations 
in ptain English 
• not Jargon 

to cut out the 
mMdteman and cut 
tbn cMri of computers 

to visit iss 
• «» proMMy have a 
Time store writ May 
pwriting, within 
16 lrinuta drive oi 
your home 
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we’re on your side 


1. 


Tl*o winning PC marmtectur*!- 
that's U-.e UK’s I»r9*»4 PC 
NOW OPEN IN BLUE WATER L ETt’E LEET 


D^dfriKtoaMwa Over 120 stores rationwide openteevmAy — 

dwo onuf ■■ impnom iom dpm mq k«q tap ta» «k> im* — tata hip {Mans of yoor nmn sam 

0800 771107 “*i I srS-i- i :ir§ W'tW * 

S-rs-S E = 5. 5- =-&. S =■ 0800316 2 317 
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BUSINESS/21 


Shares suffer in 
another poor day 


FOOTSIE HAS fallen 275 prants 
since hitting a peak just eight 
trading days ago. Much of the 
retreat has occurred in heavy 
tpding with daily turnover 
iBwialty exceeding i billion 

So is the stock market 
merely suffering from an attack 
ofvertigo oris the long decline 
that the bears have so often 


Market 

report 



place? That is the question oc- 
cupying market professionals 
who are undoubtedly worried 
by the display since the record 
6,335.7 level was achieved. 

Their dilemma is increased 

by the new style market which 
has evolved in recent months. 
Last year a l billion turnover 
was the exception rather than 
the norm This year volume 
has topped l billion on most 


DEREK 

Pain 


Many institutional traders 
are amdous to take a more ac- 
f^re role in playing Footsie 
constituents. They have been 


TRADEPOINT. the little 
stock exchange, is beading 
west The order driven, 
screen-based electronic 
market, has been given 
permission to operate in 
the US, the first foreign 
exchange to get into the US 
market It is suggested that 
Tradepoint's success is 
because the Americans 
were only prepared to 
accept a small group with 
little dout. Still, the shares 
rose i7.5p to 36p> a far cry 
Grom the 180p they once 
touched. 


encouraged to do so by the in- 
troduction of the computerised 
order book It was bound to in- 
crease Footsie’s volatility. The 
index's higher altitude also 
contributes to the now com- 
monplace yawning swings. 

Although the jury is still 
out on the likely market direc- 
tion there is no doubt that 
what has always been a diffi- 
cult read has become much 
harder. 

New Vbrk’s Mure to con- 
solidate, alter the briefest of flir- 
tations, above 10,000 points 
has certain^ undermined Lon- 
don confidence. But the likeli- 
hood of more interest rate cuts 
and the growing expectation 
that the economy wfll be sub- 
to a soft landing are 
; the more encouraging 
signs. The current round of 
company results have also 
been much better than at one 
time seemed likely. 

The Dow Jones Average, off 
more than 100 during Lon- 
don’s opening, was largely re- 
sponsible for the latest fall, 
taking Fbotsie down 92.3 to 
6,060.5. Weak European mar- 
kets and a sudden end to 


Tokyo’s rally were other influ- 
ences rat a market which could 
have done with some coporate 
inspiration. 

There was again an array of 
bids and deals outside the 
fbotsie d omain. Granada 
splashed out £ii0.3m (915p a 
share) for the Mirror’s 18J3 per 
cent stake in Scottish Mafia 

RAnrimg fhp shar ps OT p fright 

to 865 ^p. FI extech, figures 
today; has an 18J5 per cent SM 
stake and, the maiket believes, 
could be happy to accept the 
Granada price. 

Fitch, the design group, 
rose 21.25p to 59p on a 62p 
agreed US bid and Jarvis Ho- 
tels, another where a possible 
predator lurks, jumped 2&5p to 
1585p. Leicester City, where 
a bid seems to be kicking 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


be sold, putting the cable TV 
group into play; the shares 
gained lOp to 26&25p. 

P&O was buoyed 45p to 
8605p following results and 
the appearance of a disposal 
programme. Iceland's figures 
left the shares up 8L5p at 28&5p 
with WiarburgDOkKi Read sug- 
gesting a 340p target 

Cable & Wireless, ahead of 
a Henderson Crostfawaibe in- 
vestment dinner, fell Up to 
7305p and WH Smith dropped 
l&5p to 590p after a Merrill 
Lynda downgrading. Smith's is 
thought to be on the verge of 
joining companies offering a 
free internet service provider 

Oils were little changed by 
the Opec pledge to cut pro- 
duction with BP Amoco hard- 
ly moved at l,002p. 

Scottish & Newcastle, the 
nation's biggest brewer; fell 
i9Jjp to 675p, not far from its 
12-month lorn; on worries that 
profits are under pressure and 
a downbeat trading statement 



S HERRS' FITZGERALD, an 
Irish auctioneer and 
property agent embracing 
the country’s largest 
estate agency network, is 
coming to AIM and 
bringing with it the euro. 
The no minal value of its 
shares will be measured in 
euros - each win be 0.12 of 
the currency The flotation 
price, presumably in Irish 
punts, has not been fixed 
but the group intends to 
raise IR£3.5m. The shares 
will be traded in London 
and Dublin. 


around, scored a 4p gain to 
455p. 

Properly group Greycoat, 
resisting a bid from George 
Soros related Delancey Es- 
tates, rose 5J)p to 205 .5p 

But Regent Inns was at one 
time down 21 5p on the failure 
of its merger talks with rival 
SF1 Hopes that the pubs chain 
is still in play had reduced the 
loss to 5p at 167.5p by the 
dose. SFI was unchanged at 
1935p. Swallow fell 10-5p to 
258.5p as its plans to sen its 
breweries and 350 bottom-of 
th e-barrel pubs floundered 
with tiie management buy out 
team presumably unable to 
meet the asking price. 

Among blue chips Tdewest 
Communications was spurr- 
ed by thoughts that the 30 per 
cent stake held by MediaOne, 
merging with Comcast will 


is being prepared. There is talk 
that Scottish has been saying 
that City profit forecasts, 
around £415m for the year to 
May, are too high Last year the 
group rolled out £422m. Tesco, 
setting-up shop in South Korea, 
firmed 2^p to 166p. 

Some waters were strong 
following an investment con- 
ference organised by WfestLB 
Panmure. Yorkshire Water 
rose 305p to 457p. 

MSB International, the FT 
group related to Crystal 
Palace's beleaguered chair- 
man Mask Gokfoerg, slumped 
52jp to 172Jp after forecasting 


profits of £11 5m which, it 
rtflimflri, was in line with ex- 
pectations. 

There was action among 
some of the smaller explo- 
ration and mining shares. 
Arcon International rose lpto 
13p as its Galmoy zinc mine in 
Ireland was given a projected 
15 yeans fife, up from 10 years, 
and Amines held at 13p after 
raising £700,000 via a placing. 

SEAQ VOLUME: L2bn 
SEAQ TRADES: 92578 
GILTS: 115.68 -059 


Iceland’s bright ideas 
bring booming sales 


ICELAND, the high street food 
retailer; trumpeted the vindi- 
cation of its strategy of putting 
“the heart before the head” 
yesterday when it posted a 
double-digit increase in sales 
for the second successive yean 
The group said successful 
experiments with home deliv- 
eries, coupled with a high-pro- 
file stance on genetically 
modified foods, had contributed 
to a 12 per cent increase in 
“same condition” sales in the 
year to January - three times 
the level of its nearest rival, 
Tesco. 

Shares rose 3.6 pa- cent to 
2835p on the back of a 27 per 
cent increase in profits at 
Iceland, which until two years 
ago was thought to be nearing 
the end of its shelf life. 

Malcolm Walken chairman 
and chief executive and the 
founder of the chain, said the 
jump in sales was the fruit of a 
series of intuitive derisions, 
against the grain of conven- 
tional retail wisdom. 

“TOs invented home delivery 
We were the first to offer tele- 
phone shopping in this country 
and we are the only provider 
Ws banned GM products when 
the rest, of the industry was 
dithering - and I still take 
personal credit for coming the 
phrase ‘Frankenstein food’,” 
he said. 

Once regarded as a retailer 
specialising in frozen food at 


BY ANDREW VERITY 

bargain prices, Iceland 
struggled to compete in the 
early 1990s as Tesco, Sainsbury 
and As da lured customers 
away to out-of-town super- 
stores. 

Its shares imderperformed. 
the market and the sector for 
five years, hittinganadir in late 
1996 when they languished at 
less than 80p. It was at that 
point that Mr water decided on 
a radical change of strategy. 

The first initiative, home de- 
livery was introduced in 1997. 
It showed instant results. Ice- 
land's four million customers 
could have their shopping de- 
livered to their home, at no 
charge; after selecting items at 
a store. Home deliveries, now 
costing £L represent n per 
ceaatcflceland’s sales -and the 
service is growing in popularity. 

Iceland has also been helped 
by key managemen t changes, 
with the appointment of Russell 
Fbrd as trading director and 
Andrew Pritchard as group 
finance director. Bernard 
Leigh, the deputy chairman, 
will retire this year. 

Mr Fbrd has pushed through 
changes to Iceland’s style, es- 
chewing price competition in 
favour of “pulse-racing deals" 
such as two chickens for the 
price of one. Staff have been 
asked to be more informal, 
joking witti customers to sepa- 


ICELAND: AT A GLANCE 


Matter value: £495.4m. share price 28i.5p t+S.5p) 

Trading record 1994 1995 1999 1997 1998 


Profit for the year [fm] 

70 2 

72.6 

56.2 

43.5 

■ 55.1 

Earnings per shaie (pL T 



ilW) 1 


Dividends per share (p) 

4.2- 

5.3 

5.4 

5.4 

5.8 


Industry cooipittoM 
% Same contfldon rales - 



rate themselves from the drab 
formally of the superstores. 

An ethical stance on GM 
foods -guaranteeing no genetic 
modification - was worth mil- 
lions m publicity value. After 
much hand-wringing, the 
superstores announced rimflar 
policies earlier this month. Ice- 
land is also leading a cam- 
paign for “honest labelling” - 
avoiding practices such as in- 
cluding the giblets in the weight 
of the chicken. 


Analysts yesterday wel- 
comed the results, which came 
in ahead of expectations with 
pre-tax profit at £55.lm. They 
point out that Iceland is trading 
at a 35 per cent discount to the 
market 

At a time when Iceland looks 
much more robust than its 
competitors, the shares are on 
similar forward multiples of 
around 14: According to Merrill 
Lynch, Iceland’s shares look 
cheap. 


Croda to cut costs as profits fall 


CRODA INTERNATIONAL 
terday became the latest chem- 
ical company to unveil a slump 
m profits due to dire markris and 
the strength of the pound. 

The fall in profits came as 
Croda announced it would dose 
several non-core operations, 
with job losses likely, in a bid to 
reduce costs. The company 
declined to name the plants 
earmarked for dosure but said 
the measures would cost £Sm 
and yield annual savings of 
£4m from 2001. 

The speciality chemicals 
group reported a 12 per cent fefl 
in 1998 pre-tax profits before ex- 
ceptionals to £33m, on sales 
mar ginally higher at £354L9m. 
The figures were depressed by 
an £!8m exceptional loss on the 
disposal of three businesses, 

Iftarirngtnan nwgrall pmfltfignrp 


yes- BY FRANCESCO GUERRERA 


of just &4m, down 64 per cent on 
1997. The disappointing figures 
forced Croda to leave the divi- 
dend unchanged at 10J35p. 

The Hiahnwan Kwth flmfag 

said results had been se- 
verely affected by the difficult 
trading conditions in many key 
markets. A collapse in demand 
in the finandal^HStridoen Ear 
Eastcausedaprofit shortfall in 
Croda’s industrial chemicals di- 
vision, which produces paints, 
inks and fire-fitting products. 

The company's core special- 
ity chemicals division, which 
supplies high-technology prod- 
ucts to pharmaceuticals and 
cosmetics companies, was also 
hit by lower Asian demand, with 
sales in the region down 15 per 
cent The unit’s problems were 



Keith Hopkins: Hit by Fhr 
East and strong pound 

compounded by a sharp rise in 
the price of vegetable and palm 
oil imposed by Indoneaa. 
Croda’s plight was deepened 

fay the strong pound, which last 
yearwiped nearly 10 per cent off 


the group’s profits and some 4 
per cent off sales. 

The finance director; Bar- 
bara Ri chmond, said many of 
Croda’s markets were set to re- 

mam subdued throughout 1999. 

David Phillqjs at Sutherlands 
said Croda's margins, at around 
15 percent were among the best 
in the secta; but warned that the 
riiffWMft trnrifagoo nriWnnB wrailri 

persist in the near term. 

However; Croda shares have 
fared better than many of its 
peers. After yesterday’s 3-5p£aU 
to 225p, they are an 13 times 
1999 earnings of around £33m. 
This is an unjustified discount 
to rivals such as Laporte and 
BTR which are better 
positioned Intake advantage of 
a upturn in the chemical 
markets. At these levels, Croda 
is no more than a hold. 


BY peter Thal Larsen 

MORSE, the reseller of power- 
fill computer servers, yester- 
day made a cautious debut on 
the London Stock Exchange 
after setting its flotation price 
at the lower end of the pricing 
range. 

Morse shares, which were 
placed with Institutional In- 
vestors at 250p each, rose 2p 
to 252p in conditional deal- 
ings. Morse had planned to 
price the shares, which do not 
start trading fully until next 
Tuesday, at between 250p and 
300p. 

Analysts said the flotation 
had been hampered by signs of 
a slowdown in the computer 
market in the United States, 
fears of a second-half slow- 
down in the UK, and the poor 
performance of Synstat; the 
computer services group, after 
its flotation last month. 

However observers said the 
low price attached to Morse 
shares meant that they were 
likely to perform well in the 
next yean 

As a result of the lower 
price, 31 and PPM Ventures, 
Morse’s venture capital back- 
ers, decided to hold on to more 
of their shares. Some fund 
managers had complained 
that the investors were selling 
too large a stake. 

At a share price of 25 Op 
Morse is valued at £305.7m. 
The flotation raised £60m in 
new money for the company, 
which it will use to pay down 
debt and help fund its recent 
acquisition of a minority stake 
in Partner System, a French 
reseller 

Duncan McIntyre, the chief 
executive, said the group's 
main priority was to use its po- 
sition as toe leading reseller of 
Sun Microsystems servers to 
expand its operations in 
France and Germany. 

“We want to become a Eu- 
ropean company and start ex- 
ploiting our services business, 
which to currently only 5 per 
cent of revenues,” he said. 

Analysts said Morse is more 
vulnerable to fluctuations in 
demand than services groups, 
which tend to have stable 
order books. 

However; they pointed out 
that, on a multiple of 23 times 
earnings for the year to last 
June, the shares look an at- 
tractive prospect 
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Rock with the 
bean-counters 

I KNOW that accountants like to 
[wove they’re not boring, but 
this is ridiculous. A KPMG tax 
consultant has formed her own 
rods group, The Sensational 
Amanda Harvey Band, which will 
playata leaving do for one (rf the 
firm's spin doctors this Friday 
Vocalist Amanda Harvey 
works with KPMG at Puddle 
Dock, just round the corner 
from the Fleet Street venue for 
the upcoming “gig". Bichard 
Whitehead, a PR man with the 
firm, pfoys bass in the band, 
which is due to play its brand 
of “covers” this Friday for Phil 
Smith's leaving do at the City 
Golf Bar in Bride Lane, off 
fleet Street (£3 at the doorh 
Mr Whitehead points out 
that the band played Wembley 
a month ago. The effect is 
somewhat punctured when he 
explains it was in the foyer of 
the Wembley Conference 
Centre for a KPMG reception 
for small businesses. 

Another KPMG tax manag- 
er; Rob Grant, plays lead gui- 


People and 
business 

By John 
willcock 



tar. IPs not all KPMG however; 
as on keyboards we have an in- 
terloper from Arthur Ander- 
sen, in the shape of Jonathan 
Midchip, a forensic accountant 
The band does have one link 
with the real music business. 
The drummer is Richard 
Grafton from EML Mr Grafton 
is director of commercial mar- 
keting at the music company 


back catalogue to compilations. 

Mr Whitehead tells me he has 
a second group, a Genesis trib- 
ute band, whidi so far lacks a 
name. Suggestions please to 
rkianiwhiteheaiks'kpiigcojik. 

HMV shake-up 

A SENIOR man at Boots is mov- 
tag down the high street to head 
up Waterstone’s, part of a 


boardroom shake-up at HMV 
Media Group. David Kneale 
joins HMV as managing direc- 
tor of Waterstone’s from the 
Boots Company, where he is 
managing durectorfor interna- 
tional retail development. 

The move follows tine depar- 
ture of tiie current chief execu- 
tive at HMV Media, Stuart 
McAllister, due to ill health. 

Mr McAllister headed HMV 
Media since it was created by 
a management buyout last 
March. Alan Giles, who was 
running the group with Mr 
McAllister as well as managing 
Waterstone’s, becomes sole 
chief executive. 

ProShare move 

GDLX. NOTT handed on the 
chief executive's baton at 


ProShare to her deputy, Ttony 

Hofaman, atahvely City bash 

on Monday night, after five 
years at the helm. The non- 
profit outfit aims to encourage 
wider share ownership. 

The do at the Coq d' Argent, 
opposite the Bank of England, 
attracted a number of equities 
l uminari es, including Brian 
Winterflood of Winterflood Se- 
curities, the Close Brothers 
subsidiary which dominates 
smaller companies market- 
making. 

Mr Winterflood was in ani- 
mated conversation with lain 
Savffle, fbnneriy of the Bank of 
England and the man who 
drove the design and develop- 
ment of Crest, the automated 
share settle m ent system, which 
he now beads. 

Also wishing Ms Nott well 
was Daniel Godfrey, director 
general of the Association of In- 
vestment Trust Companies, 
who is currently embroiled in 
a very public row with the head 
of Electra over the hostile bid 
for that trust faySL 

Meanwhile Peter Ham-, 
moods, company secretary at 
NatWest, took exception to 
being described as “a banker”, 


despite having worked over 20 
years in the industry, much of 
that with Sir Brian Pitman, 
chairman of Lloyds TSB. 

“I may work for banks, but 
Vm a died in the wool compa- 
ny secretary,” Mr Hammonds 
protested Perhaps he should 
start a rock band. 

Good timing 

MARK CHERRILL, an inde- 
pendent financial adviser who 
is about to join the City office of 
Mazars Neville Russell, the ac- 
countants, is a worried man. 
His joining date of 19 April co- 
incides with one of the recom- 
mended conception nights for 
those aiming for a "millennium 
baby”. 

When asked whether it was 
wise to start a City job in what 
could in other terms be a very 
demanding week, Mr Cherrill 
sighed ‘m be keeping my wife 
barred from the bedroom door 
We’ve just had our second 
daughter, who was bom last 
week.” 

E-tnaiL j.unUcockia indepen- 
derd.co.uk 
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‘Billie-Jean came up and said: ‘Come on Sue, it’s your championship now’, and I thought: ‘Blimey, she’s right’ 


Barker’s happy return to the fora 




THE 

BRIAN VINER 
INTERVIEW 


WHEN I arrive at Sue Barker’s 
house, deep in the Surrey country- 
side, she and her husband, Lance, 
are out, taking one of their dogs to 
a nearby veterinary surgery. This is 
a coincidence, because the last time 
I spoke to Barter, she toid me a 
cracking story about Laura Bruno, 
wife of Frank, who had recently 
taken one of the family rottweilers 
to the vet “Name?" said the recep- 
tionist "Bruno,” said Laura. “No," 
said the receptionist heaving a 
great exasperated sigh. “I don’t 
mean the dog’s name.” 

Anyway, Baiter's absence gives 
me the chance to poke around in 
shameless HeUo! ma gazine fashion 
The house, as Dan Maskell might 
have said, is an absolute peach of a 
place - a listed building, stockbro- 
ker-belt cottagey, with mullioned 
windows and magnificent chim- 
neys. The gardens are similarly 
splendidand there is a spanking new 
tennis court in an adjacent field. 
Barter has not swung a racket for 
three years, but has promised 
Lance that she will blow the cobwebs 
off her forehand this summer: We 
tend to forget that it was a formi- 
dable forehand, voted the best in foe 
women's game five years in suc- 
cession. “Billie-Jean King used to 
take me out on court and say that 
she just wanted to watch my fore- 
hand,*' says Barker who has re- 
turned from the vet’s with fulsome 
apologies. "You can't get greater 
praise than that” 

Indeed. For a time in the mid- 
Seventies, Barker was ranked No 
3 in the world. In 1976 she won the 
French Open, and until her unex- 
pected defeat by Betty Stove in the 
1977 Wimbledon semi-final, she 
teetered on the brink of greatness. 
Yet she suffers by association with 
a period when British tennis lan- 
guished in the doldrums. She was, 
wrote that respected tennis analyst 
Clive James, in 1981, "the most 
spectacular exponent of the base- 
line bossa nova, the dance per- 
formed by British female players 
when they are about to receive ser- 
vice... often bouncing up and down 
more than 30 times before lunging 
sideways to intercept the service 
and hit it out" 

FUnny but harsh. Because al- 
though Barter never quite over- 
came an erratic streak, she was 
considered, for the best part of 
three years, to be one of the top five 
women players on the planet And 
for that she had a fellow Devonian 
to thank, the notoriously severe 
Arthur Roberts, who had coached 
Angela Mortimer to three Grand 
Slam titles between 1955 and 1961. 
He spotted Baxter in 1966, when he 
visited her convent school and 
chose two girls with potential. She 
was 10 years old arid his second 
choice. 

"Everyone was terrified of him." 
she recalls. “My parents weren't al- 
lowed to watch me practise, and he 



his pipe, chuckling.” Whatever psy- 
chology Roberts had deployed, it 
worked. Barter won. But the fol- 
lowing year she bad a tougher first- 
round match, against the legendary 
Brazilian Maria Bueno, who was at- 
tempting a comeback. “We were first 
on Centre Court and I was ab- 
solutely terrified. The first set went 
by in a haze, and I lost it 6-1* but then 
I started to relax and won the next 
two 6-2, 6-1.” 

In 1976 Barker won another three- 
setter; against the Czech Renata-. 
Ibmanova, to clinch the French 
Open. Unfortunately, she has no 
mementoes of that victory. “I've lost 
the medal and the replica thing they 


it would be the first of many Gr 
Siam titles. If rd known it would be 
the only one, rd have got the um- 
pire’s sheet. Dieted a ball, the lines- 
man’s chair and a bit erf dust off the 
court-” In 1977 she felt confident of 
winning the Wimbledon title, espe- 
cially once Virginia Wade had beat 
Chris Evert in the first semi-final 
"Billie-Jean came up and said: 
‘Come on Sue, it's your champi- 
onship now 1 , and I thought ‘Blimey, 
she's right*, rd never tost to Beity be- 
fore, I was S-0 up against Virginia in 
the Virginia Slims. I was thinking of 
the final before I even played the 




semi. 

After that devastating defeat by 
Stove - whom she beat 6-1, 6-9 
three weeks later, just to rub it in - 
Barker was never quite the same . 
player again. Her personal life cob^ 
tinued to make headlines, thought 
for she had well-publicised flings 
with Greg Norman and, and... no, . 
I can't bring myself to use the C- - 
word. Besides, I know that she gets 
uncharacteristically testy if any- . • 
one does, and understandably so. . 
She has, after all, been married to 
Lance - a former detective sergeant 
in the Metropolitan Police - for 
more than 10 years. 

In 1984 - the year she was beaten 
on Wimbledon's court 14 by the 15- 
year-old Steffi Graf- Barker's world 
ranking went into free-fall from 15 to 
63. “I thought that wild cards would 
be coming out of my ears,” she says. 
But they weren’t, and so she derid- 
ed to retire, aged 28. “I'd earned 
enough money. I had a flat in Wim- 
bledon, I £d some corporate tilings, 
but I was realty unhappy. After being • 
challenged all my life, suddentythtf~i' . 
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‘After being challenged all my life, suddenly there were no challenges/ says Sue Barker; now a successful broadcaster, of life after tennis 


Richard. Young 


would brook no interference what- 
ever” He was just as uncompro- 
mising with the tennis 
establishment When Barker was 13, 
the Lawn Tennis Association’s na- 
tional coach advised her- foolishly 
as it turned out -to rebuild her fore- 
hand. “I was told that I played it too 
close to my body with a bent elbow, 
but Mr Roberts refused to change 
it and resigned from the coaches’ as- 
sociation in protest” 

He is long gone, but still she 
refers to him respectfully as Mr 
Roberts. He was her mentcu; her 
muse even, but never he" friend. Ami 
when she left to play in tournaments 
on the Continent be handed her a 
one-way ticket onty insisting that she 
had to earn the fare home. “He was 
always at the end of a phone and 
would wire the money if absolutely 
necessary, buthe wanted me to have 
to make that grovelling call. And 
when I got back rd go and sit in his 
office and he wouldn’t talk to me. Fm 
not sure he was a tremendous coach, 
but he was certainty a tremendous 
psychologist” 

By the time Barker was 17 -and 
2lst in the world rankings - Roberts 
told her that she would onty improve 


by settling in America. “I was so ex- 
cited. I remember my parents see- 
ing me off on the platform at 
Paignton station. My mum was cry- 
ing and I was trying to cry, but I 


couldn’t I was just thinking of Cali- 
fornia.” On her 17th birthday she had 
joined Mark McCormack’s IMG, 
who provided her with a furnished 
townhouse in Newport Beach, just 



‘Five years 
ago nobody 
could name 
the top 1 0 
women. Now, 
as well 
as the old 
guard, there's 
the Williams 


sisters, 
Koumikova. 
I think it's 
great 1 


south of Los Angeles. One of her 
neighbours was the newly retired 
Rod Laveq who saw her practising 
and asked if be could hit with her the 
following day. Itwas the middle of the 
night in Englan d, but a few minutes 
latex; quite foigivabty Mr and Mrs 
Barker got a youll-never-guess- 
what phone calL “I was so thrilled,” 
Barter recalls. “He was such a 
mega-hero.” 

Those were heatty days for a girl 
from Tbrqugy. She bought a Jeep and 
joined foe John Wayne Tennis Club, 
not that she ever set eyes on the 
great man If she had, he might have 
been forgiven for drawling “Get off 
the court and drink your milk.” Fbr 
Ra ricfffr wasapar timlar lyyn umg a nd 
impressionable 17, and it is to her 
everlasting credit that she not only 
survived in America but thrived. *T 
cant pretend I was welcomed in wifo 
open arms,” she says. She giggles. 
She is a serial giggler “Perhaps that 
is not the best expression for 
women’s tennis,” she adds. 

Arthur Roberts had warned her 
about locker-room lesbianism. “But 
he had painted such a gruesome pic- 
ture. He told me there was a good 
end and a bad end of the locker 


room, and that I should always 
check whose bag was next to mine. 
So Fd go in and. oh my word, rd be 
checking the bag next to mine, ab- 
solutely paranoid. Even as a junior 
I’d known which players were and 
which weren’t, because everyone 
talked. And people like Billie-Jean 
and Rosie Casals were open about 
it anyway. Inallmyyears I was only 
approached once. Fm not’ sure if Fm 
proud of that or not And Fm not 
going to say who it was. It wash? bla- 
tant, I was just touched in a way that 
didn't fed right Rosie, who was a 
friend, would come over and ruffle 
ray hair, but it wasn’t Eke that Noth- 
ing was said. I think she wanted to 
see what reaction she got...” 

In 1974, as Baiter prepared for 
her first Wimbledon, Roberts again 
misled his protogee. He told her that 
her first-round opponent, an In- 
donesian girl had a feeble back- 
hand. “So I hit it to her backhand 
and she hit it back forehand. I 
thought ‘Crikey, she’s left-hand- 
ed’. So I hit it to the other side and 
again she hit a forehand. She was 
ambidextrous. She didn’t even have 
a backhand. I looked over at my 
coach and he was sitting there with 


were no challenges any more. 

And then someone at BSkyB de- 
cided that she might be reasonably 
telegenic. Since when, her broad- 
cast^ career has blossomed, to foe 
extent that for at least one genera- 
tion. her association with tennis be- 
gins and ends with a blurred shot of 
Andre Agassi on the Question of 
Sport picture board. But tennis -not 
Ally MeCoist or John Parrott or even 
Des Lynam - remains her principal 
sporting love. And the women’s 
game, she ventures, is in better 
shape than it’s ever been. 

“Five years ago, nobocty could 
have named the top 10 women. 
Now; as well as the old guard of Graf 
and Seles and so on, there’s the 
W illiams sisters, Koumikova... Il 
think it’s great On the other hand, 
when I was playing, I would oftoy, 
have dinner with Chrissie, Martini^ 
and the others. Chrissie - was .r 
coached by her dad but he wasn’t at . 
every tournament with hen Marti-’ 
na was on her own. I was usualty on 
my own. Now, foe players are sur- 
rounded by parents, coaches, 
agents, practice partners. I have din- • 
ner at Wimbledon and I see a big 
group at a table with just one teenag- 
er I wonder if they are happy? They .- 
don’t look happy.” Nobody ever saijlj? 
that about Sue Baiter. 
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Please end bias 
against Boro 


Sports Letters 


Sin I can't help but notice a 
serious bias in your reporting. I 
am a Middlesbrough supporter, 
and while I can understand that 
the most interesting matches will 
be the ones between the title 
chasers - Man Utd, Arsenal 
Aston Villa et al - the 
Independent should surety take 
each match on its merits and 
forget the teams playing. 

However, Middlesbrough 
always seem to be the last team 
mentioned In last week’s Sport 
section U5 March) they are on 
page five, along with the First 
Division reports. Even when the 
Boro do pull higher into the 
pecking order, it onty seems to 
happen when another team have 
thrashed us; see the Everton 
match this season. Everton is 
another team which is 
supposedly unfashionable, and 
yet the Independent s writers 
gloried in the 5-0 Boro loss. 

Why is it that everyone hates 
the Boro? I could understand it if 


Post letters to Sports Desk at 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 SDL and include a daytime telephone number. Faxes to 0171 293 2894 
or e-mail to sport@independent.co.uk E-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity 


everyone felt that way about 
Chelsea, but Boro are a hard- 
working, open and friendly team 
who do a lot for their community. 
Steve Gibson is also one of the 
best chairmen in foe 

Premiership; Middlesbrough had 

its own local television channel 
Boro TV, way before anyone else, 
and yet when Manchester United 
got a TV channel it was on foe 
back page. Gibson has stood 
behind the manager, Biyan 
Robson, and built one of the best 
stadiums in the country, as well 
as turning Middlesbrough into a 
true Premiership outfit 
Robson was one of the best 
international midfielders around, 
and it must be remembered that 
he has onty been in the job five 
years and is improving all foe 
time (ignoring our usual post- 
Christmas slide down the table). 


I think it is interesting how 
teams can be perceived as 
fashionable and unfashionable, 
but I don't think that should affect 
the way they are portrayed. Look 
at the footbafl, not the reputation. 
ED HRTON-DARUNG 
address supplied 


A worthy cup? 


Sr. The Football League has 
repeatedly claimed that the 
Worthington Cup, and before that 
the Coca-Cola Cup, was a 
competition worthy of keeping. 
Clubs such as Manchester United 
and Arsenal have been 
threatened wifo fines for fielding 
weakened teams. 

It does seems very ironical 
then, that two Premiers hip 
games were played on foe same 


day as foe final The Manchester 
Unite d-Everton game even 
started at the same time. If the 
Football League and Premier 
League make this type of 
statement about foe Cup’s status, 
there is no argument for fines 
being a deterrent More 
importantly, what will Uefa think 
about granting its winners a Uefa 
Cup place ? 

GARY JACOB 

St Catherine’s College, Oxford 


Good going 


Sin A few weeks ago one of your 
racing correspondents - Chris 
Corrigan - had foe foresight to 
tip Go Ballistic as a value each- 
way bet at an expected 50-1 for 
the Cheltenham Gold Cup. His 
.Reasoning - recent improving 


form over course and distance; a 
track record in the race - seemed 
sound, and I'm pleased to say 
that I followed his advice. 

As no other tipsters even 
mentioned Go Ballistic, I was 
able to place a modest wager (£10 
each way) at 66-1. Unfortunately I 
was unable to attend the meeting, 
so this bet had to placed by phone 
while I watched the race on 
television. 

However; when Go Ballistic 
cleared foe last fence in the lead I 
did exactly as foe name suggests. 
That See More Business had 
greater staying power up the hill 
onty mar ginally reduced the 
excitement and did not detract 
from the satisfaction 1 obtained 
from the result Congratulations. 

I await further pearls of wisdom. 
TONY RILEY 
Maipas, Cheshire 


Bad behaviour 


display your talents as the most 
unsporting fans on the planet 
Boo their anthem and inspire the . 
proud Poles to heights they could 
never otherwise be expected to 
achieve. 

GERARD HUNT 

Hemel Hempstead, Herts { 


Sir: Nothing to do with foe 
eventual result of course, but 
have you given any thought to 
the feet that the patriotic 
American public (and, perhaps, a 
patriotic American judge) at 
Madison Square Garden may not 
have taken too kindly to their 
national anthem being roundly 
booed by British fans while our 
anthem was greeted with 
respect 

Nor could the recent French 
lesson dished out at Wembley 
have anything to do with foe 
World Cup winners hearing their 
beloved “Marseillaise” 
desecrated by booing and 
whistling from large sections of 
the home tans. 

So come on, lads. Saturday 
gives you another chance to 


The dark side 


Sin Chris Hewetfs defence of 
Martin Johnson cannot be 
applauded This terrific second 
row forward has a dark streak in 
him and foe recent incidents in 
which he has been involved are 
not even representative of his 
worst moments. 

I have played with big men like 
him and I could never understand 
why some of them resort to the 
cowardly punch or boot 

He is a good player but I would 
not be surprised to see him sent 
off soon when lie really L 
the mark (or someone’s head). 
Getting petulant in his old age? 

RAFI HUSSAIN 

Newnham, r *’' 

Kent 
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Jody Scheckter, the 1979 world champion, plans to use his standing in Formula One to help his sons, Toby (centre) and Tomas to progress in their motor racing careers 


Mark Chihxrs 


Scheckter develops a dynasty 


JODY SCHECKTER was never 
renowned for reticence. He’s re- 
membered almost as readSy - 
„ in this country at any rate -for 
t. .the pile-up he triggered at the 
start of the 1973 British Grand 
Prix as for delivering Ferrari 
their last driver's world cham- 
pionship, 20 years ago. 

On and off the trade, he was 
the quintessential South 
Afri can- self-assured, forth- 
right, uncompromising The 
passing years have scarcely 
blunted his sharp edge, al- 
though those dose to him main- 
tain he has mellowed 
But circumspect? Palpably 
not. Invited to comment yes- 
terday on the state of play at Fer- 
rari be suggested his former 
employers ought to find a new 
team-mate for Michael Schu- 
macher, someone capable of 
pushing the German to greater 
heights. Since Schumacher's 

€ resent partner is Northern 
eland's Eddie Irvine, who won 
the opening round of the cham- 
pionship in Australia, earlier 
this month, that represents a 
contentious statement 
Ferrari, like the reputation 


for causing mayhem, are per- 


He carried it with him to Lon- 
don, where he appeared in a 
less familiar guise, that of the 
caring father. In common with 
many of Ins peers. Scheckter 
maintained he had no desire to 
see his offspring follow in his 
tyre tracks, yet here he was, in- 
troducing motor racing's next 
dynasty. 

His sons, Ibby and Tbrnas. re- 
jected golf and other; more mun- 
dane careers, opting instead 
for the circuit Toby, 20, is com- 
peting in this season's highly 
competitive British Formula 
Three Championship, the 18- 
year-ohUbmas in the E uropean 
nursery sales, EFDA. They 
wifi race under the Jody Schedu- 
ler Racing banner; though as 
part of separate teams. Dad 
provides tte name and publici- 
ty and that, in turn, is supposed 
to generate the necessary fund- 
ing. *Tm realty setting up a 
management team within 
teams for my boys,” Scheckter 
captained. “At the end of the day, 
you need sponsorship. 

“Tve certainly not pushed 


Ferrari’s last world champion is helping his sons to 
follow in his Formula One footsteps. By Derick Allsop 


them into this. I wanted them 
to do well at school and so on, 
but I couldn't stop them doing 
this. Motor racing chose me, so 
I can understand. 

“I don't want to form my own 
team and in any case, it’s good 
for them to learn to work with 
other people. Tm there if they 
want me. A good coach puts 
pressure on when a driver 
needs it a bad coach puts it on 
when he doesn't 

“Their toys are much bigger 
and better than I had at their 
age. But you have to.do it. pro- 
fessiotfally. Tf ybu: B*mt yon 
- neverwm,nate^you 5 re , SchDP 
macho: But there’s only one of 
those in Formula One now" 

Scheckter he sees some of 
himseffinToby t“the fear of de- 
feat") and other of his charac- 
teristics in Tbmas (“he spends 
too much time on the grass”). 

He expands: “Toby is very 
quirk, bid he doesn't have as 
much natural talent as his 


brother. Tbmas is a real racer; 
more of my style. They’ve both 
got potential, and if you’re in 
angle sealer racing you have to 
aim for the top, that's Formula 
One. Sure 1 get that feeling m 


tiie stomach. Any father would. 
It’s a dangerous sport But you 
have to accept it” 

Yes, he would like to see 
them drive for Ferrari one day, 
but only if the Italian team 



The remains of the plle-up involving Jody Scheckter’s 
McLaren that halted the 1973 British GPat Sflverstone 


have a competitive car. The 
sons concur “Td rather be in a 
Jordan if a Jordan is better than 
a Ferrari,’' Toby reasons. 
Tbmas is unequivocal in his 
choice: “Right now it would 
have to be McLaren.” 

Not that the young Scheck- 
ters are dreaming beyond then- 
means. They know they have 
some proving to do before that 
They also stress they are rac- 
ing because this is what turns 
than on. 

“You’ve got to do it on your 
own,” Toby said. “The family 
name doesn't guarantee any- 
thing. I create rqy own pressure 
todoweJL It'S nothing to do with 
dad People are always asking 
about him, but I want this just 
as much as any other guy out 
there.” 

Tbmas admits he is prone to 
taking the agricultural line. 
“It’s true, I do go on the grass 
a lot I shunted the car five 
times in eight tests last year AD 
I think about is going forward, 
putting pressure on the driver 
in front of me, forcing him into 
a mistake.” 

Dad, out of earshot, would 


have enjoyed that, just as he 
makes no bones about the fact 
he still wallows in the distinc- 
tion of being Ferrari’s last 
champion. 

“TheyVe got to do it this 
year;* he said “Mind you, that’s 
what I said last year Ferrari do 
a great job, but McLaren had 
the advantage last year and it 
looks as if iTS a similar situation 
this year” 

So how might they bridge 
that gap and matra Schumach- 
er their next champion? 

“They should have a more 
aggressive team-mate for 
Schumacher, that would lift 
him to another level When 
you're faster than your team- 
mate on every corner you learn 
nothing. When I got Gflles Vil- 
leneuve as my team-mate it Kfl> 
edme to another level. I haven’t 
seen Irvine within half a second 
of Schumacher.” 

Scheckter nominates Gian- 
carlo FTsicbeJla, Benetton's Ital- 
ian driver; as a candidate to join 
Schumacher but maybe if they 
are patient enough there will be 
another Scheckter along to 
help them out 


Virgin back ‘relieved’ Mackenzie 


- THE PROSPECTS of Niall 
Mackenzie competing for a 
fourth successive British Su- 
perbike title were sinking faster 
than a lead balloon until the 
timely intervention of the Virgin 
millionaire, Richard Branson. 

The three times champion 
and forma grand prix rider has 
Cjeen the series' dominant fig- 
ure for the past three years. Yet 
until last week, the Scot’s Yama- 
ha team, whose sponsorship 
deal with Cadbury’s Boost was 
wrapped up at the end of last 
season, were without the cor- 
porate backing required to 
mount another viable challenge. 

Enter the publicity con- 
scious tycoon and the offer of a 


MOTORCYCLING 


by Andrew Martin 

finann ial lifeline that ensures 
Mackenzie and bis No l plate 
will now appear in the 12-round 
campaign that opens at Brands 
Hatch on Sunday. 

The veteran rider was be- 
ginning to wonder if he would 
be racing again when news of 
the deal reached him in Jerez, 
Spain, where the team - newly 
christened Team Virgin Yama- 
ha - was testing its shiny new 
YZF-R7 machine. 

“The team had been trying 
to find a sponsor but we still 
hadn't secured anything by last 


week.” Mackenzie said yester- 
day. “I was really surprised 
that we’d gotten into that situ- 
ation with our track record.” 

Understandabb? Mackenzie is 
now a happy man -“relieved is 
an uKtersbdemiait”-- afterafew 
nervous months and an exercise 
in financial brinkmanship that 
has inevitably hampered prepa- 
rations for the coming season. 

“Our testing of tiie new bike 
has been limited because we 
didn't have a sponsor and it’s 
been a mad rush to get the bike 
repainted and get a new set of 
leathers, but it's finally fallen 
into place,” he added. 

Never one to miss a PR 
opportunity, Branson issued 


an effusive statement yesterday 
to herald tile deaL “We couldn’t 
resist the temptation of sup- 
porting one of the finest riders 
in a generation,” it read 

Mackenzie's talent is undis- 
puted and acquiring the back- 
ing of the ambitious Branson - 
the thwarted global balloonist 
also owns a sizeable chunk of 
the London Broncos rugby 
league dub - is a notable coup. 

Mackenzie will need all the 
backing he can muster as this 
season he faces fierce compe- 
tition from James Hayden's 
works-backed Suzuki and the 
Ducati-mounted Troy Baytis as 
well as the Kawasaki pairing of 
Chris Walker and Steve Hislop. 


Hackett’s world record 


GRANT HACKETT broke the 
oldest world record in men’s 
swimming yesterday the 200 
metres freestyle, at the Aus- 
tralian national championships 
in Brisbane. Swimming the 
first leg of a 4x200m relay, the 
teenager shaved two-hun- 
dredths of a second off the 
1:46.69 mark set by the Italian 
Giorgio Lamberti at the Euro- 
pean Championships in Bonn in 
August 1989. 

Hackett, the world 1,500m 
champion, appeared aston- 
ished when he saw his time of 
1:46.67, before throwing his 
arms out in triumph. *Tm just 
amazed at what Fve done be- 
cause Fm not a sprintej;” said 


SWIMMING 


Hackett, who woo the individ- 
ual 200m freestyle on Monday 
ahead of Ian Thorpe and 
Michael Klim. 

The 18-yeaivold bad never 
won a major 200m race before 
he upset Klim, world champion 
at the distance, and Thorpe, 
world champion at 400m, in 
Monday’s race. Then he was 
inside Lambertfs world record 
schedule at the half-way mark 
before tiring. 

Thorpe .swam the second 
fastest time in histoiy for the 
400m on Saturday, beating 
Hackett in the process. How- 
ever he was well beaten in the 


individual 200m by Hackett, 
whose winning time on Monday 
was just 0.3 sec outside the Ital- 
ian’s old record. 

Hacketf s achievement over- 
shadowed another record- 
breaking swim by Susan 
O’Neill, who broke the longest- 
standing record of all last 
month when she eclipsed Mary 
T Meagher's l&-year-old mark 
for 200m butterfly in a short- 
course pooL Yesterday O'Neill 
Who also holds the world and 
Olympic titles in butterfly, broke 
the Commonwealth 200m 
freestyle record, winning in 
1:59.11 to carve 0.63sec off the 
mark of 139.74 set by the Eng- 
lishwoman June Crofts in 1982. 


Supple 
clear of 
doping 
offence 

by Mike rowbottom 


PAUL SUPPLE, a former British 
weightlifting champion, has 
been cleared of a doping ofifence 

ina case which appears to raise 
awkward questions about the 
testing procedure employed. 

Supjrie, national champion at 
the 94kg weight in 1994 and 
1995, has now resumed training 
for next year’s Olympics, seven 
months after being suspended 
following an adverse finding for 
illegal testosterone levels. 

His suspension, which was 
confirmed by a disciplinary 
bowing of the British Ama- 
teur Weight Lifting Associa- 
tion on 21 November, was 
revoked on appeal The appeal 
committee which met on 13 
March concluded that the stan- 
dard procedure for verifying 
testosterone findings had not 
been carried out by either 
BAWLA or the UK Sports 
Councfl, the body responsible 
for the testing programme. 

According to the Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee dop- 
ing rules under which BAWLA 
operates, any sample where 
the testosterone to epitestos- 
terone ratio is greater than 6:L 

Uialp gal rrtfnrirrnim, a fiirthf»rin- 

vestigation and/or examination 
has to be carried out before find- 
ings can be declared a result 
A statement issued yesterday 
by Supple’s, legal representa- 
tives said the BAWLA appeal 
committee “decided that they 
were not satisfied that further 
examination had taken place 
and had therefore lifted the 
suspension.” “We are consider- 
ing whether any action should 
now be taken on Paul’s behalf,” 
said Fraser Reed, Supple’s legal 
representative. “He has had to 
encture seven months of anxiety 
before his name has been 
cleared. It meant he had to 
miss last September’s Com- 
monwealth Games in Kuala 
Tjimp ur, where he would have 
been a potential medal winner 
“This case has shown up a 
lot of irregularities in the test 
procedure. It isn’t clear 
whether the responsibility lies 
with the UKSC or BAWLA.” A 
spokesman for the UKSC said 
he was unable to comment as 
the Council was still awaiting of- 
ficial notification of the appeal 
findings from BAWLA. 

Three years ago, the most 
widely known case of an ad 
verse testosterone finding con- 
cluded with a judgment which 
cleared athlete Diane Modahl 
of a four-year ban. Her defence 
also succeeded on procedural 
grounds, although in her case 
the irregularities centred on the 
incorrect storage of her sample 
by the organisation responsible, 
the International Amateur Ath- 
letic Federation. 

■ Doug Walker; who produced 
an adverse fin di n g indicating il- 
legal steroid levels in Decem- 
ber, is expected to find out 
today whether he has a case to 
answer. The evidence was 
weighed yesterday by a UK 
Athletics committee comprising 
Michael Beloff QC, former 
British athlete and team man- 
ager Joan Allison, and medical 
experts Professor Hugh Matdn 
ami Professor Vivian James. 

The Scot, who won the Eu- 
ropean 200m title last summer 
has not competed since the 
test was announced, even 
though he is legally able to. He 
has denied knowingly taking 
any banned substance. 


SNOW REPORTS in association with WorldCouer Direct 


SKI HOTUNE 


Detailed independent snow and 
weather reports from 1 80 resorts 

First, obtain the access code for 
the resort of your choice. 

Phone or Fax 0870 51 OO 843 
(the fax lists codes for 180 re- 
■wts) 

To listen to the latest snow and 
weather report: 

.Phone 0901 47 70 OS1 + Code 

For a to copy of the latest snow 
and weather report: 

Fax 0906 55 00 086 + code 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


A detailed four-page summary of 
conditions In 180 resorts 

Fox 0906 55 00 601 


Resort Area 

open 

ANDORRA 

Comment Slopes (cml 

Lwr Upr 

Last 

snow 

Temp Forecast 

SOkSeu 100% 

AUSTRIA 

Spring snow 70 

80 

7.3 

-3C Mooed 

Kitzbuhel .. 100 % 

Good spring snow 20 

170 

23.3 

-2C Mixed 

LOfer 100 % 

BULGARIA 

V good at altitude 30 

260 

23.3 

-2C Mixed 

Borovets ....100% 
CANADA 

Much fresh snow 50 

160 

20.3 

■2C Variable 

Tiemblant ...55®fc 
FRANCE 

Spring conditions 65 

1A0 

15.3 

■5C Snow 

LTS Orres 85% 

Lower runs poor 30 

60 

22.3 

12C Changeable 

Megive 97% 

nAUf 

Fresh snow 90 

260 

22.3 

-2C unsettled 

Sjn Cisslano 98% 

Fresh snow JQ 

80 

22.3 

-2C Changeable 

SOuze d'Oubr $£% 
SCOTLAND 

Snow deteriorating 20 

AO 

21.3 

3CSurmy spells 

Cairngorm ....80% 
SWITZERLAND 

Cnrttv spring snow 5 

35 

22.3 

2CW1ntry shwre 

Zermatt 90% 

UNITED STATES 

Great conditions 65 

220 

23.3 

-2C variable 

Jartson Hot 100% 

Sprmg contfioons 2*5 

420 

233 

-1C Clear 


Helpline: 0870 51 33 345 
CVfs to 0901 cost sop per min. 0906 cost El per min. 0870 colls arc standard national rate. 


Information supplied by Ski Hotline 


0800 365 121 

ONE CALL AND YOU'RE COVERED 

www . w w l d cCMlr.com The upon ad 


Ibrox in ring for rematch 


IBROX STADIUM in Glasgow 
yesterday became the latest 
venue to emerge as a possible 
contender to stage the Lennox 
Lewis-Evander Holyfield 
heavyweight unification re- 
match. 

Lewis's promoter, Panos 
Eliades, and his manager, 
Frank Maloney; are to meet of- 
ficials of the stadium’s owners, 
Rangers football club, tomor- 
row for discussions about host- 
ing the fi gh t 

Yesterday Maloney had talks 
with Tom Shorey the sales di- 
rector of the new 75,000-ca- 
pacity Millennium Stadium in 
Cardiff, with a view to staging 
the fight in the Welsh capital, 
where Lewis stopped Frank 
Bruno in October 1993 in his 
first term as World Baring 
Council champion. 

Eliades, though, still believes 
Las Vegas will emerge as the 
favourite location. It is believed 
that the newly opened Man- 
dalay Bay Hotel which contains 
an 111000-seater arena, is show- 
ing a big interest in staging the 


BOXING 


reunification rematch. The last 
major boxing staged at Ibrox 
was Jim Watt's WBC light- 
weight title defence against 
America's Howard Davis in 
June 1980. 

Meanwhile it has emerged 
that a late flood of bets, said to 

total more than $lm (£635,000), 
were placed on Holyfield just 
before he stepped into the ring 
with Lewis, droning the atten- 
tion of investigators. 

The Nevada Gaming Control 
Board has confirmed that it is 
investigating money placed at 
a number of Las Vegas betting 
outlets in tiie hours before the 
fight in New York on 13 March. 

Almost all of the bets were 
refunded after the fight was 
ruled a draw, even though H6Jy« 
field appeared to have lost 

The probe by gambling reg- 
ulators comes on top of inves- 
tigations by a Manhattan grand 
jury a state Senate committee 
and the NewYbrk State Athletic 
Commission. 


Nevada investigators are 
primarily concerned with 
whether the money was bet on 
behalf of one individual or 
group by so-called “messen- 
ger” betters, which is against 
Nevada law. 

The judge who came under 
fire for scoring the Lewis-Hoiy- 
fiekl encounter as a draw, Larry 
O’Connell will come into con- 
tact with Maloney again at the 
Royal Albert Hall on 3 ApriL 
O’Connell is due to referee the 
Makineymanaged Jidius Franr 
cis in his British heavyweight 
title defence against Bruton's 
Danny Williams. 

Maloney has cooled down 
since the fateful night “A lot of 
firings are said in the heatol the 
moment and anyone can make 
a mistake,” he said. “He’s got 
a job to do; I’ve got a job to do. 

“He's never made a bad de- 
rision in any of my fights in 
Britain and Fve never ques- 
tioned his integrity. When we 
meet again Tm sure well shake 
hands. He is an ordinary guy 
who loves the sport of being.” 


TOMORROW 

Westwood warms up for golf's '] 
Andy Farrell reports from FI* 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

Wednesday 24 March 1999 


Horses to follow: The leading trainers on the level select the thoroughbreds most likely to succeed this seaspji 


Stable propositions for Flat pro 



W 


thr 


Interviews by Richard Austen 


The Flat season on turf starts at Doncaster tomorrow and 
to help punters through a maze of meetings that stretch 
through until the season concludes at the Yorkshire venue 
in November, leading trainers have picked their best 
prospects for the months ahead. The same exercise tins time 
last year yielded these comments Grom Luca Cumani: “High- 

Rise is a nice three-year-old by High Estate who won a seven- 
furlong maiden at Doncaster He is going to stay a mile and 
a half. " Evidently - High-Rise scored at Pontefract (2*1) and 
Ungfield (15-8) before winning the Derby at odds of 20-L 


IAN BALDING 
Al Azhar didn't race last year 
- he had a broken bone in his 
leg - but he’s a real nice horse, 
going like a bomb. He'll be in 
handicaps initially, but is prob- 
ably a Group-class horse at a 
mile and a half Night Shot 
makes his return on Thursday. 
He won't quite be ready, but is 
a real decent handicapper who 
could go on to Group-class. For 
a mflec there’s Pan tar, third in 
the Cambridgeshire. 


MICHAEL BELL 
Regal Exit only ran twice last 
year for Mick Channon and 
was third in a maiden at York. 
I know Mick always liked him 
and he seems, in what we’ve 
seen so fan to be potentially 
high class - at im to lm2f I'd 
say. Hoh No was a progressive 
horse last year and he seems to 
have strengthened up over the 
winter. I thmk he's on a pretty 
nice handicap mark. 


HENRY CECIL 
Royal Anthem did well last 
year, winning four times, in- 
cluding the Canadian Interna- 
tional and the King Edward VII 
at Royal Ascot and was also 
third in the King George. Hope- 
fully, he will develop into a lead- 
ing contender for the top im4f 
races, and it is not out of the 
question that he will be able to 
give a good account of himself 
over im2f. Killer Instinct ran 
once last year when second at 
Ascot A highly rated colt by Za- 
fonic, unfortunately he had a 
setback. He seems fine dow and 
is a horse worthy of another 
chance. I feel he should be ef- 
fective over Im. but could stay 
at least lm2f. 



bo. Carambo won at two, but 
was never rightlastyeac She’s 
been away home, come back 
Anri looks 8 milli on dollars. I just 

have a feeling she could be the 

horse of the yard this year. 

With Carambo you’re talking Tf. 

good/good to soft ground, and 

with Amaranth fl&Tt 


JAMES FANSHAWE 
Persiano looked quite pro- 
gressive, then went wrong, but 

he's filled out from three to four. 
Mu si cian is a Shirley Heights 
filly out of a tough mare called 

Rose Alto. This filly was pretty 

immature last year and has 
strengthened up quite a lot. 


maturing horse by Royal Acad- 
emy and finished third in .a - 
maiden at Donny at the back 
end He's got a bit of size and a 

lot of quality and is a horseTm 

hoping can go places.. The other 

one to keep a dose eye toijf ? 
filly called Nicety, & 3yo jjNgi 
Bustino out of a haff-sfeter ts% 
Terimon. She won what was not 

apartkaj^'ceanpetitivemaid 

en at the backend at Bath. iffce ' 
comes through her prep then we 
mi^it have a crack at someflong _ 
like the Cheshire Oaks. I'm not 
saying she’s an Oaks filtylka f 
think she’s a filly who cotdcleas. 
fly get into Listed races. 
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JOHN GOSDEN 
Wishah won her only start, a 
maiden at Ungfield. She’s been 
brou ght along steadily and will 
hopefolty make up into a decent 
filly. She is in the Guineas, but 
whether that will come at the 
right time for her or not is an- 
other matter: Glamis was sec- 
ond in the Royal Lodge and 
third in the Grand Criterium in 
horrible ground. He’s strength- 
ened up and you’re looking at 
middfedistance races with him, 
though stamina would be a 
question on the dam’s side. 


JACK BERRY 
ril try and pick you out a cou- 
ple of sharp two -year-olds. 
Swing Of The Tide is by Sri 
Pekan, and Susie’s Flyer is a 
half-sister to Selhurstpark 
Flyer by a first-season sire, 
Frimaire - Td never heard of it 
before. If you want two older 
horses, Td go for Angie Baby 
and Iris May. 


MICK CHANNON 
Tm a little bit depleted you 
might say. Golden Silca would 
have to fly the flag. We’ll go for 
the Fred Darling and mike a 
decision about whether to go 
bade to sprinting: Kondoiy was 

very unlucky not to win first ‘Commander Collins was very weak last year and can only get better* - Peter Chappie Hyam 


time out then he ran when the 
ground was soft and we’d had 


ROGER CHARLTON 


a few problems with him, and Borgia [not to be confused with 
it cEdn’t really happen. He could the German mare of the same 


get a mile and a half eventual- name] is a 4yo filly from a late- 
ly. He’s a nice horse of Sheikh maturing family. She is a half- 


Ahmed’s, a bit of a character to sister to Tiutchev expected to 
train- a Mtobo horse -but he’s come into her own in Lm4f-plus 


got a bit of ability. 


CLIVE BRITTAIN 
Invader, by Danehill, ran a 
couple of times last year and 
showed a bit of promise, but 
he’s done tremendously well 
through the winter and I don't 
think we've seen anything near 
the best of him. He's certainly 
a Group horse in the making. 
Thunder Sky ran some very 
good races and be could be an- 
other Group horse. I think In- 
vader could get lm2tf im4fj and 
Thunder Sky. Td be almost cer- 
tain he'd get lm4£ 


PETER CHAPPLE-HYAM 


handicaps. S enure won a back- 
end maiden at Leicester; is now 
qualified for handicaps and 


m go straight to the top: Com- should be suited by Im to im?f. 
mander C offins He’ll go to the 


Guineas first time out; a nice 


PAUL COLE 


horse who was very weak last Markan ran inexplicably badty 
year and can only get better at Ascot, and then he won nice- 


LUC A CUMANI 
For top quality, you’d better go 
for Kissogram. She won’t run 
a lot, but when she runs she’ll 
run very wen - she’s just going 
to have a few well-chosen tar- 
gets, mostly towards the end of 
tiie season. Ftar one less ex- 
posed, you could go for a horse 
called Silver Robin. He had one 
run, was second at Doncaster 
at the backend, finishing 
strongly. That was over 71 and 
he will be a lm4f horse. 


is by Cadeanx Generous. He ran 
in a maiden at the July Meeting 

and finishe d third. A trig, strong 

horse, who has done very well, 
he never ran again last year The 
ground was very very firm at 
the July Meeting, he jarred his 
knees and we put him away. 
He'd want cut in the ground. 


RICHARD HANNON 
Wallace would be a pretty de- 
cent horse this year Bahamian 
Bandit - 1 don’t know whether 
to go handicap-wise with him or 
go a little better SailingShoes 
le Hyam Ed Whitaker will probably go at Easter too, 

for the QuaiL There’s three ear- 
wefl-bred 3yo by Nashwan, a tyish ones for you. 


MARK JOHNSTON* 

Spirit Of Love: there haveteen " 
comparisons with Double Trig- 
ger which are unreaHstic-Doa- 
ble Trigger "would ham given 
him something in the region of 
2'/> stone ff they’d met in fbeCfe : 
sarewitch - but the interesting 
thing about Spirit Of Love is that 
he’s only run twice at 2m and be- 
yond, and on both occasions he — 
won in a canter. There is the’^ 
hope that he will be a consider- 
ably better horse when he goes 
over farther; and we’ve big 
hopes for him in the Cup races. 
Royal Rebel is still a maiden, 

He ran in two listed races and 

a Group One; I still think very 
very highly of him, and he’ll 
come out and work his way ' 
through the ranks. We’re still 
hoping that heU climb Ms way 
back up to Group races. 
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half-brother to Hernando, and 
he wan his last two last year like 


BARRY HELLS 


a nice, improving staying horse. Auction House will do very 
He just could be a Derby horse, well He probably won’t run be- 


TIMEASTERBY 


fore the Guineas. I don’t really 
see him getting much farther 


Flanders and Pipahmg have than a mile, that should be 
done well .Double Action ideal for him. Hula Angel and 


The only worry is him getting ly at Newbury. He's entered in 
lm4£ because he’s a half-broth- the Classics. He's gotno Group 


er to a Breeders' Cup Sprint form as such, but he’s a jolty 
winner; but he should get it, his nice horse and we've done well 


brother got it Brancaster won with Affirmed horses here. A 
two races last year: He was very horse who's in particularly good 


immature. Well probably run in form this year is Carry. The 
the Craven, then see what hap- Flag. He got jarred up in the 


pens. Bienamado will be aimed Italian Derby- and later in the 


at a Derby somewhere. 


season look out for Courteous. 


ED DUNLOP 

AlNaba is by Mr Prospector out 
of FbrestFtowec He was second 
at Newbury and then won a 
maiden here at Newmarket 
He has been entered in afl the 
Guineas - whether he will ac- 
tually stay a mile, we will only 
know in time for the trials. He’s 
got a Iovety temperament Date 


JOHN DUNLOP 
I suppose you’d better put in 
Mqjahid, he's the champion 
two-year-old. We’re pleased 
with the way he's gone so fen 
Obviousty the objective will be 
the Guinns. I would think a run 
beforehand and I would proba- 
bly prefer the Craven. On paper; 
he needn’t necessarily get the 
mile, purely on pedigree. But he 
won the Dewhurst by staying 
and it's a stiff seven furlongs 
there and an easier mile on the 
July course. Adnaan is a very 


would have a good chance of Hasty Words were first and 
having a decent season. Jo third in the Rockfel and they’ll 


MeD is in good form. I; think he probably run straight away in 
mi ght just struggle if he gets the Guineas. 1 think there's 


BRIAN MEEHAN 
Thmbleweed River, he goesfor 
the 2,000 Guineas. Hell proba- 
bly run first in the Greenham. 

A nice big horse by Thatching, 
he ran once last year and dead- 
heated for second at Ascot -got 
badly left. He’s working very 
welL Tomba may run over a “ 
mile this year. He’s very very ' 
well and may have his first rim 
in the Lockmge. 
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into Group class, but the prize more strength and depth in 
money is good in these big the 3yo filHes than in the colts. 


handicaps isn’t it? With a geld- but Toto Caelo. Turaath, fil- 
ing, that’s what you look at mntahalri and Twiqe (unraced. 


There's no good going for the he’s out of Bolas) are colts who 
glory and getting a fittiebit-you could do well throughout the 


might as well go for the big one season, and I think Has Shaikh 


and get the money. 


could also do very well. 


LES EYRE 


JOHN HELLS 


We’ve a nice 3yo called Ama- Casino Royale is a half-broth- 
ranth and a 4yo called Caram- er to Crimson Tide. He’s a late- 


Nick Dundee makes progress after surgery 


JEREMY NOSEDA 
Snowy Range -unraced last 
year; beautifuily-bredfilty good 
action. We hope that shell win . 
her share of races. Desert; 
Knight -by Green Desert out -> 
of Green Leaf - unrace fthg-^ 

stCl slightly backward. Td be dis- ; 

appointed if he doesn’t win a 
couple of races. Both should be 
suited by a mile, and might go ■■ 
a little farther. 
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Brooks remains on bail until April 


NICK DUNDEE was described as 
“comfortable” after undergoing 
surgery at Ridgeway "Valley Equine 
Hospital in Lambourn yesterday. 
The Irish-trained chaser was oper- 
ated on after sustaining a serious in- 
jury to his fetlock joint when falling 
at the third last fence in the Royal 
& SunAlKance Novices’ Chase at 
Cheltenham on Wednesday. 

A hospital spokesman said: “He 


is back in his box, is comfortable and 
is eating There is a long way to go, 
and hell be with us for some time, 
hut we are happy with his progress.” 

The seven-year- old, trained by 
Eddie O’Grady was judged to be the 
rising star of Irish racing before his 
career-threatening injury. 

Water jumps, due to be removed 
at several courses because of the 
high rate of injuries they cause, lost 


one of their number wheiRratwefl's 
water obstacle was jumped for the 
last time yesterday. Nearly Plump- 
ton’s will follow after its Bank Holi- 
day meeting on 5 April 
Crystal Charm will not be able to 
pursue a reported plan to bring her 
back to Britain from Hong Kong for 
the 1,000 Guineas. The filly; an im- 
pressive winner at Sha Tin on her 
debut in Hong Kong last Sunday is 


not among the 88 fillies entered in 
the Newmarket race. 

■ Windsor's Flat-season opening 
meeting tomorrow has been aban- 
doned because of waterlogging. 
■Royal Ascot is to change the name 
of the Bessborough Stakes to the 
Duke of Edinburgh Stakes. It is the 
first race-name change at the meet- 
ing since 1973 when the New Stakes 
was renamed the Norfolk Stakes. 


CHARLIE BROOKS, the former train- 
er who was due to answer bail at 
Charing Cross police stationin Lon- 
don today, has been asked to appear 
on 13 April instead. Brooks went vol- 
untarily to the station on 8 January 
after the Metropolitan Police’s Or- 
ganised Crime Group investigating 
allegations of race-fixing and horse- 
doping had visited the home he 
shares with Miriam Francome. 


On the same day the jockeys Ray 
Cochrane and Graham Bradley 
were arrested. Cochrane has since 
been released without charge. 

Brooks was originally due to an- 
swer bail together with Bradley on 
10 March. Howeveq be was out of the 
country at the time and had his date 
(hanged to today. He has now been 
rebailed until the date of Bradley's 
next appearance. 


Brooks said: “The police have^jf 
changed the date to 13 April, which 
is the same day as Brad goes, so I 
suppose thatis sensible. I had ashed _ :i - 
for the change of date to tomorrow 
because I was going away so I can’t 
complain they’ve switched it now. 

“Another couple of weeks won't 
matter anyway. I am sure everything ~ 
is going to be aO right." 
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Chepstow 


HYPERION 


1.50 Dunbury Flyer 
2L20 Clod Hopper 

2.50 TWo Lords 
3.20 Miss D I skin 


3.50 Head Gardner 
4^0 Still In Business 

4.50 Begin Again 


001 AD Bt-ANCHLAND (15) (MrsS W*Kn) P ItoiorB 0 10 13 

Ztm ijO-FUflHG IBSS1LE (M) (B CBtad) ROUdnH 09 

444423 DOVHTTO (20) (BF) (tta M Price) C J Plice 13 DS 

544WU HMNICISTOWN (11) {Flute)) Flutter 7 06 

*PPP TB4E TD WflLEZ (48) (Uts J C Dnw* SCO 

60PM QUBB< OF 1UE SUIR (111) (R L Scwgiel N R WcM 10 O D_. 


C Mauds 

AUnnten 

L Cwniiliia (Sj 

... S Bunouflh 

PHoOay 

RWdga® 


WILLIAM HILL HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
£10,000 added 3m Penalty Value £7,003 


GOING: Good to Soft (Soft pacheg). 

■ Left-hand, urdutating course 

■ Race course >s on A-iea Chepstow station (Cardff - Ghwcestar irw) tn. ADMIS- 
SION: Oub CIS: Tirttareals En (QAPac^. Under-IQs free CAR PARK: Free 

■ LEADING TRAINERS; M Pipe 41-206 (tS7%). P Ntcholla 32-107 (299%L P Hobbs 2B- 
T06 (274%). N TMaton-Omlea 22-127 (f73%V 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 30-154 (234%), R Duntroody 23-117 (1971*). C 
Llewellyn W-TI7 (iSfSl. R Johnson (I7A*L ■ FAVOURITES: S7-405 (3S8%). 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Nona 


|l cnl BEAGLES NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) £4,000 added 2m 
l,w i 110yds Penalty Value £2,931 

1 1FIF4F AHNA (NZ) (12) (The K j*b P artnerd^ J Tu* 8 O 0 H0fiw(5) 

2 D6F151 WESTCOASTpO) (UU»| MT,*!8118 Mr J D Moon (7) B 

3 430-P BAI1ET WGH (1D2) (VWwiebuld Ltd) R Dd»i 6 11 2 RThontoi 

4 »3P DUNBUHYFiyER(111)(GrtefnData^JCId7TT2 TJUuiphy 

5 0 FlNfflGAffSLOTC116)tPABran»)ELJ3nwi5TlZ MOtMteB) 

C 5 GARE HILL (26) iM S Wson) J GUM 5 11 2 OBomwaffl 

7 4532 JACDOR (34) (J MXtftens & D Evans) R DkMi 5 11 2 _...AThO(«on 

B M) THE UGHT14AKBI (27) (Dnrn LqhbiQ) fl Alw 6 Tl 2 RWUg ar{5) 

9 OMS TURN DF THE nDE (25) (PBule*) N Mtchd 6T1 2 . .B Upton 

tO 06-PP WIUJeT WtZARO (19) (0 G 5nphens) Ms3 V Statens 6 It 2 JfiMVSopfMM 

a 6-1022 ANNS GIRL (23) m (BF) (Mrs J A Cleary) J Fla BI0 11 5 Fox 

C 5 DBAAH BUIE (NZ) (34) (H Danes) lAs M Jones 6 O Tt DByma 

3 45P04- SAMT CECILIA (301) (B Eddey) B Edfey 6 O II LCuwnlreip) 

~ W FLUSH (FR) (16) (p) (J Ems] M Pipe 4 T) 9 ROumoody 

€ 3206 PERTBHPS CINDfELLA (IQ [GeradDuJriawnSlJd) ANencart»4D3.CMaoda 

-is doctored - 

BETTING: 7-2 Jnctfor. 4-1 Flush. 5-1 The UglHmakar, 6-1 Duntary Flyer; 6-1 AUna, WasttsaaL 
Anns Gkt 10-1 Gam HOL MBah Bhw, 14.1 BsM High. Pretorepo Ctndndto, 20-1 athore 
139£ Lannteran 5 n 2 A P UcCoy 6-5 (w (T Faster) W rai 

FORM GUIDE 


V LfiP-63 THE KATCHBt (NZ) (22) [C Maetenzle) D Qanckfti T1 f) 0 TJ Murphy B 

- 10 doctored - 

Umrtumwa^tlQA True tetx&xp weights: Qunn 01 The Si* 88 736, 77»Ha(cf«rMf2&i 
BETTING: 5-2 U* Hstchoi; 3-1 Oitontol Style, +1 CM Koppsi; M Wd# Of KashnA 6-1 Dnret- 
to, 1W Oureilte Vnm, 20-1 Btonctitond, Loflytog HreOa. 25-1 Qomh Of T1» Sok, 33-1 Urea 
Tb Paris 

BS6: Frys Ns Fool B 11 4 C Ltondyti 7-2 f. In (J Old) 9 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Prtda Of Kashmir: Consistent hurdeUciissar, but has newr won on ground worse 
than good. First race stoca Septernber and lOto higher than when wknkig at Pkmp- 
ton ( 2 m 5L good to firm) that month 

Clod Hopper: Has won 3 times ewarhurdes and fences on rigW-Hand cousae Bekav 
tom when puled up before 3 out at Hereford £m3l good) last tone 
Oriental Styto: Appredetod tha step up to 2m5f when wlnnhg at Newton Abbot (soft) 
hut time Only 4% togher here despite 7b penalty and suffer coirw should suit 
Btanchland: Whner ouar hurrfas hi 199ft flrst race since whan 6th h ctfmar a! Leices- 
ter (2m, soft) last month. Thied off on efwstng detert at Exeter (2rQt aoh) next ttna 
Lo-Ffying Mlnflic Uuy ons-pacad and won a maiden paert-to-pahn al his 3Nh at- 
tampt tost season No premise in 2 {Wrings hi handcaps the season 
Dovetto: Modes! femi since sent chasing in January and doubt about steying this trfe 
as ha weakened 2 out when 3rd w Sol Music atlteneon pm, soft) tost time 
Dunrticks Tbwru Always betrind when taled off Btfi to North KEoenny (Oriental Style 
4th) at Tbunton (2m3t good to soft) last month and unseated rider here last fine 
Tima To Pariec PuBsd up both outings over fences this season and only sign of 
abtty when Ofi to Champtove over hurtles here (Fhm, heav^ last season 
Queen Of The Sutn Chasing debut and placed once from « outings over hurtes. 
No show on reappearance at Wh c enton jp/4 n good to soft) h December 
The Hatcher; Fha rw since Norember when blowing home C aU i e rtr i atiWitoy and OrF 
enal Style at L&cester £7im, soft) tWs month and 9b pid with the 2nd for 3 lengths 
&vos hm a bright chance 

VERDICT: fhs testng course shoiid sul THE HATCHER, who was having hto first 
outing for over Ihree months when thrid to Cethedneb Way and Oriental Style last 
time and meets the second an SH: better terms tar riree lengths Unless the ground 
cfctes out correderaUy the going looks agatost Pride Of Kashmir. 


1 1-14FP QLLAN COVE (75) (D) IRmni Raring) RAkwrt) Tit! TJ Murphy 

2 2C-36 IBSS DtaCffl (21) (ManynFarresOr) RBwXtoriOTI 10 DOEdreafT) 

3 3Z0QF N0RTHBWFnE(13){NarthemffdeRariwzf^4MSteiaflQn9 PHoOey 

4 2BHF OlEZUf BEAR p9)m(GB Bartow) RSriongs 811 4 JHrSShungap) 

5 -42SF3 MB PIAYRHJ- (Z7) (0) y E Bate) fl From 9 T1 3 JFmst 

6 -G1P2 KNKNfTS CREST (12} (D) |G Hutsby) R DkAfn 9 11 1 ATImmlon 

7 4-PR04 CHOBTY (18) (D) (F JSahSbuy) H HayneH9 WU- — RllcGnrih 

6 3U1P53 NUNNOTON (2$ (D)(HT flatten) JGftonll) 1)9 OBummsp) 

-Sdedarad- 

BETTWG: M Grizzly Bbk 3-1 KrigtriTs Crest, 5-1 Mbe OisMn, 6-1 Mr PtoyML 1MI Ktontogon, 
6-1 Gflton Cove, 14-1 CboMy; 50-1 HorOrem Hide. 

Wft Ftapfech Lad 9 U 3 C Uewlyn 7-1 [N ImavDavtos) 6 ran 


FORM GUIDE 

GOan Cove: Looted held h 2nd pteca whan taflng 4 out hare P'/fli. good) h Oeoartbac 
First outing since putoig up before 3 out etTbwoester fjP.'jn, heavy) to January 
Mtaa Dlaldn; Noeda soft gtomd mi a good test of stamina. Waatened a out when 
6th to SperMng Ccna over CAD (heavy) last time and seams at her best to the spring 
Northern Hide: Mtosed last season and highly tried to S9&G7. Wed off whan ta* 3 
out on reappearance atr Wncanton (&nSl good to soft) this month 
GitaJy Boar: Suited by soft gomd and 9b higher than when wtontog at Lingfieid (3m. 

heavy) to January Hampered whan faffing 6 out st Haydocfc last time and shoirid not 

be far away even though he has been upped in tha handcap 
P* Playfufl: Never looked Bcaly to trable leaders when left 3rd 2 out at Wncanton 
(2m8t good to soffthjt back on same mark ha won off m Taunton pm, soft) to Apr! 
Knlghra Crash Headed One! fence when 2nd to Country Store (rsc bb) at Sandown 
(3m good id soft) tost tens Wl need the ground to dry out wemlBtit 
ChoWy: Out at tom this season and on a T3b lower mark than when tondhg his last 
success Beaten 30 lengths whrjn 4th to A N C Express al Warwick pms soft) k=t ihw 
KBmlngtoa: lvan£kwt partornier this season though war at Plimpton pmlt soft) 
in Decanber wrih Mss Dtskto, who is 8b better ofl 18 targrits back to 3rd 
VERDICT: Miss Dlaldn was having her first outing since December when 6th to 
Sparking Cone hen three weeks ago end is tepptog to the handcap. Hohbvk it 
shotrid be worth giving another ch a nce to GBCZUr BEAR, who does not tack s tarntoa 
and ts re-ultod with Sam Strongs, who has won twice on htoi this season. 


Akira: Winner over hurtes arid en the Fto n New Zealand Had Just taken 141 the run- 
ring when faffing 4 out at Hereford (2m3t good to soft) on his debut here this month. 
Plenty to do win a double penalty 

Wasfcoaat Left his previous lam behnd whan winning at Ludow (2m5l soft) the month. 
Drop back n top Maly to be against ton 

BalTet High: Showed promise to 3 outnga far MekyHendareon last season and sold 
tar 7D00^is to May. Taled off when puled up on first wi far new yard to December 


0 co l FARRIER HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) £6,500 added 
2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £4,645 

1 533200 MBTEH HM(3Z) (F J Mb 6 M W INs) N 'MstobDales 7 71 D C Maids 

2 500P-4 HANLBtC (F11) (John RHn and Scn^ Mss £ Wton 5 T1 TO Jlr N Ftfifly (7) 


Ounbury Ryer. Reporiedy diokad when piffiad up before 3 out at Wtocanson to De- 
cember Has not nn snee and has given the irrpressxxi he needs farther 
Pfamigan'* U)b Rtei cuhMec. taul showed soma prarrise on deloul in kW Flat race at 
Vtewck r November when nth of 22 to EddyS San 

Gare HflL- Never troubfto the leadere when 5th of Tl to Star Of Dungannon at tamp- 
ion (2m good) last monm May Mysore when rad over farther 
Jacdor Racad In bath outtogs mcr hurtes. though wouB orty haw been 3nl al Thuraon 
last tone rf Brandon Court had not fatten 2 out This locks tea best chance so tar 
Tha Ughtmaker: 4th n we* -contested bumper far Simon Earle to 1997 and first run 
sree when promnent unti 3f out to stotor event at Wncanton last month 
TUm Of The Tide: HurdSng debut, no s&i of ablty to * outings h NH Fbt races 
WM Wbcard: PuDed up twice over hordes this season 

Anna GH: Flat winner to Juna 2nd twice to rurvoMie^nfl novice eMento at Rump- 

ton Should wrn a amal race, though Ms may prove too comperithw 
DoBah Blua: Won over 6f In New Zaateto to 1997. Ptanty to do on hudtog debut when 
SOI to Ashby Pork re Sandown pm good) laat month and easier task here 
Sakn Cecris Poor tonn to novlca twdtes fast season and d&appanting 4th when 
dropped into saSng company far Ihe firatwne at Cartmel (2ml( good to Ann) to May 
Flush: Wbn on debut at Wbnwtck n January and plenty to do at weights when 4ih to 
Heart n handcap oonpany re Nawbuy last nme. Back in the nghl company here 
Pertempa OndraBa; Raced twice to NH Fist races, but below torm last 2 runs 
VERDICT: Jacador loots sue to start favourite after finishing second fa Master n- 
onn and BaftabadL but nmr tooted loriy ts trouble eAher wimer at any stage and 
THE UGHTMAKER la worth takng a chance with. He ran M if he h»ded Itwouthg 
on ha reappearance at Wtocarton last morth and he totrti to Coreitry Beau to a tamp- 
ion NH Flat race n 897 has norted out weL 


3 6Stn3 PtCXETPKE(21)(BF) (MsJMrwU) DNchotaonSn 3. 

4 2QH4 LEZTS FIRST (13) (B^ (E«e Uafey Rrcna) B R Uknan 7 1) B 

5 213033 HAWSYLASS(19) (G W HacMng) J SSntti D D9 

6 B2D321 SWHSE SPECIAL (IQ (F A LBXtagan] PRodtod6H9 


R Thornton 

DSdter 

_.R WWgw (5) 
SBurraugh 


021- REDLMHIH1 (*27) {l*aCH AitoXus) J OU t) 00 .TJ Murphy 

P-P&d TWO LORDS PQPJtored«M TUB 7B0 JTtzzsrd 


9 2S22DP RIVER BAT (27) (D) ( 


i H Knghr S B 0 LCunvntos (3) 


~Xn\ CAFFREYS IRISH ALE NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (D) 
E5^50 added 2m3fll 0yds Penalty Value £3,773 

JJ3S12 PRIDE OF KA9GER (177) TO (F&C Berry) P httbs flltO .RDonwodyB 

«iF4P aDDfOPRSlp7)(C)(BF)(TJPamtflilMlanis0'tl 7 RVtaHey 

2W431 OMEMTALffnflLE pj (»yla RartneoE) Q Baking 5 Tl 4 (T«l J=tCatoy(7)B 


Afewrmm weigh t - 10»t Tw tendcap nefofcr Tiro Lords ftgritti ffiw flyfitt roltx 
BETTING: 11-4 TWO Lenta, 7-3 PUnt piece, 4-1 Sunrise SpacW, 5-1 Ltsys HreL 6-1 Mreifieno. 
Handy Laaa, 12-1 Mister Rn, 16-1 Red Llgtew; 20-1 Rhw Bay 
S96. Deymar 6 it 5 R Dun«ooOr7-2 (D GandoriQ 7twi 

FORM GUIDE 

Mater RM: Best effan. this season when 2nd to Tiutchev at Ksnpton (2m, heavy) to 
January Soft tasks in 2 runs since, but sti nfa higher than Mb last winning mark 
ManEem: Wdn 4 times far Martin Pipe last season. AW wimer for new yard and every 
chance 2 out wfwi 4th to Wuig Spartacus an retwn to hudes at Wvwick (2m soft) 
Picket Place: bnpravng nonce, on an 8b tegh» mart: than whm winning etMawbury 
(2m good to soft) last month Tbugfi task at weights when 3rd here nadtime 
Ltays Flrtt Plenty to do at ihe vveghis 04tJ hfflher than when wlnrinfl to Decem- 
ber) when 4di to Suirise Sjaedal at Eraur (2mi( soft) last Ikna. but is 6fa better off 
tor 7 lengths 

Handy Lass CansisSent sort 2b higher than wnm wtoring stowfymn 4nnw event 
at Ltogileid (£rrO( soft) to Decentwr ana this looks more compentwe 
Sunrise SpecW: Has won 3 tn»3 a Exatsc On a 6b Irighar mark than his blast suc- 
cess there pmlt soft) thfe month and Gb worse off lor 7 length* with Ltzzys Frat («i) 
Red Lighten Lightly raced, first outing snee wimtofl 3m ffcap Chase to Hinttogdon 
(good to soffl fa January SOB and Cb higher than whan successful aver hudtes 
TWo Lords; Surprise wm (T9b out of Heap) at Ludtow (3m0t soft) thb month. On 
a 7b higher nark, but race has worked out we6 and scope far further topmve me nt 
Rhmr Bay. Oisappdht i ng lag 2 nms over fences and piritod up tost time after ndt- 
fefenfjuRpinB. Stej^ltBeenthusasm a Leicester betore that and one to feawatane 
VERDICT: The hantficapper seems to hm the meesue of Ptatad Place, and as 
there b Kile behmenLIzzys First and Santee Spectre, TWO LORDS looks tha one 
they al have id beat Although ha was 191b out of the handtoap when wtontog at Lud- 
low last time tfta tomi bate reSabte. 


Id cnl COURT SELLING HURDLE (CLASS G) £ 2,000 added 

1- -‘ OU l 2m 110yds Penalty Vahie £1 ^04 

T OOHCO HEAP GAR DBIBt ( 21) (Q (CcmeOy iferttedvp) R Lae 5 It 7-. ^Mr P CoaMg p) fl 

2 643355 HCISTOR STREET (7) (D) pSamwr#t)ELJene5 7ii 7.^Jflai 5 Snworih (7) B 

3 PU55S B1SH SEA (USA) (20) (J V Rntog^ B Llmlyn 6 H 7 Jlr J LLiwnriyn 

4 3-6PS* ax CLERICS (48) (D) (W J Odel) 14s S OW 6 T1 7 AB*m(3) 

3 -4PPP0 CAPTAM HORHS (09) (P Wtagreml P Wtegmenn 7 tl 2 □MMSltw.B 

6 36RJ CRtCKERNG (IQ (MdAi Thteeto T Qaarge 7 11 2 RTtorton 

7 40360F GO^MYSON (9) (knportai Grwp) I Wtons 6 n 2 L Corcoran (7) 

6 U iMIJAREBt(^ (Metes A6 DU Ltoyd) DUoyd 611 2J Mia EJ Jaws 

9 THECABBAGEFUNGSt (R A P Ecdes 7 Tl 2 DByma 

V -0554P WM THE TOSS (H) (R Strangejn Stmae 7 11 2 Hr S Strong* (7) 

11 AMOS 0AMC1NG (N HO pt7) (teeTy feMi^T r Wteha 7 till MrNFflh0y(7) 

BETTING: 6-2 Head Gardamt. 3-1 Win Ttw Toas, 7-2 Gboonyaon. B-2 Cridwring, 10-1 Hotsp u r 
Steal, 12-1 Danctog In Rto, 16-1 Theeshbagaflngei; 33-1 offinre 
S9B: Pamme Secret 5 it 12 A P McCoy 6-0 tn (M flpe) 6 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Haad Gterdanan CSD (good) winner hare to December. Best effort shea than when 
3M om C&D (heavy) last trne and shored not be far may 
Hotspur Street: Has tatod to stay 2</im txi last 2 outtogs and better form earfier to 
the esaaon over Ites trip Jutst one success from 31 outtogs 
Irish Sat: Had Hfleto beat when wtontog seffing handcap oHbwmaifc at MaitetRasen 
(2mU soft) to Oaobet Wemu have a better chance In a henJ ca p 
SbrOaricK Osapporting over fences and no aign of improvement In suing hutihK. 
Appeared not to stay 2m5f when puled up last ttow end temperament is suspect 
Captain Monfs: No farm nil outtogs over furies and fences. Lost touch aftor4 out 
when Oth oM7 on ream b hunfles re Wincanton to Jaua^ ml first race stoce 
Cricketing: Runs ci a seler tar the first tine and has taled to cortirm promise of debut 
ad n Martel tesen (toi5L good] hjnper n October. StaWentem 
GcvOftmywons Beaten 3rd when fed final ffigfc at Tterttn (2m3( saiO tet week on 
Bra run far new yaid. £>flp in dass givea tin a good chance to go ckae 
Jtmjarear Poor AW hanticetoper and bind to off eya Btundared and iraeated rider 
on point-topatot dabut last month, so an unSniy proepoct wn to Ms grade 
™«ab»»gemngen Unratsd Puget griring out of a Httta Glory mare 
Wh The Tbs* Far farm to bunpv* fast season, has fated to pragma over hurde« 
but to a seler tar firet ante. Seems to struggle to Say an so ttw course egahst ten 
Dtectng In Rio; Uttfeei?] of efaffity to brenpere and dstant «h of Son huda debut 
In Docembar. Same Improvement when making tree headway to finish 5th to DubSi 
Wwr at Harefafti (2m3( good) tas month 

VERDICT: Win Tha Tosa has found tSsappotottogfy Htfe to the ciostog stages evar 
feraea and may not stay two mfis& Thia testing com wi carteMy opo* any starrine 
fcwatateand GOONMYSON. who woiid haueflnishsd third if he had not Wan «1he 
ttoal fhght at T&unton last week, tan mate the most of tNa drop to ctesc. ‘ 


j >1 on I JOHN EXELL MEMORIAL HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H) 

£2^50 added 3m Penalty Value £1,919 

1 1U3P/P CAPO CASTAMM (146){P) (D GyteThcmpaon) Has H Kngtt>C7JWAWMl(Q 

2 P6P88 Hflwiwr FIVE (ZWQlLady Susan BmokQlJdySBrocte ft t27Mr90rreantai|7} 

3 1F2P5 SAFR10N MOSS (P11) (CO) (Ms S M Friri) l*B S Farr9 12 7 Mr P Coteftl (7) 

4 21 UP-3 SOMETOY (13) (CEQ (J Sqws) J SqiAr 13 TZ 7 MrCHwd(7) 

5 13FU3 STILL IN BU6MESS (P36) (D Bf) (R G IMhm4 R Barton 'G 7 JMha P Staidly (S) 

6 1P«P TOM'S GaffiM STAR (8) (D) (0 J Carter) 0 Carter 11 12 7 JffirJto»g(n' 

7 S/R2U CHARDEN (12) (D) (Col R I WetbBowi) J lAffina 13‘Q2_ColRWabbBann(>)V 

6 32FY CROWN JEWH. (7T7) iCoftisa o( Tyrone) Lad Tyrone 12 'E 2 MrPHynn(7) 

9 3P-3t2 DESPERATE (18) (OQ (S E Bmn) Ms J Santas 11 12 2 IIrTLw*(7) 

B a^SR2 FOTBOW(p11) (D) (J Finq J Fkit 9 12 2 Jffin E J Jam (3) B ! 

Tl 2P32-3 BUSTY FB XOW (12) (0 ) (Mb GM S hai) HShJS 122 MrDMnalfQ 

e 12-222 siitEICMT (14) (D) (Mas T Uk£urrich) Mss T M^uitch 9 Xt 2.WMTMcCunfcb P) I 
13 -UOP 13 KARABURAN (PIT) (D) 4) Hkn) J Mton 5 11 8 NBm FW«Mn(7] , 

- 13 dadaied - 

BEmNG: IM SUB fa BuMnwa, IM SMctt, 7-1 Som»%K 6-1 Daapanta, 10-1 Futere IM - 
Tomfe GemM Star. Capo Caatanmi, fhisty FsDuw. 16-1 Chwdsn, 33-1 ottwn 
W6: Precwtm M it 7 fit J M Pritchard (7) K-i IMra N Sheppad) 6 rai 

FORM GUIDE 

Capo Caatnum: Mssed last season and having hto first outtog since puffing <4> be- 
tare 3 out at Stettoid ^sod « soft) tn October Ekahwtoe on fast jyound • 
Highway FTuk Ctoe-paced. but reirete Junper and best ran so far this nason when 
2nd to Down Tha Mne In potot-to-posit last month, W* struggle to hurwarKhase* 
Saffron Moss: Surprise CAD (heav^wtoner to Aprllaiod off when ptAadito »t Hare- 
oord (3mit good) last month and wa* beaten 6di in potot-to-potot next ttote 

SuwwBful twice hem Inducing ^ over this trip. F=iret outing since Aprt whan 
3rd to Slap V Tvne at Wtocaraon (3mtf good to soft) this month 
SM in Busineaa: IMudcy in 3 paW-topakits this season Not as effective h hufiep- 
^ ^ if getting hfe jumptog together 

Tbm a GamM Star. Out of Tm depth in Chettenham Fbahuntars last week. Has tooted 
tadrearo to both starts to potokta^Mtots this moboa Capable of eprto^ig a aupefee . 
Ctodm LodtM ^ to wta teto aeMng a ateng galop re FMaMiofie (3’Am. good 
? soft) bat mo nth, ted was headed at the final fence. Owner-rider none too safe 
Crown Jewel: Hmtarchete dabut mtosad last season and firet outtoo stoce puffing 
iAJ h maiden potot-topont h April ■B97. wa do weD to conuleto ihe cone 

D eyerat a jOteHtoie usefrestoytoBhurdter. but fas shown HitaahoabatoQ wait pbhk 

to-pototng. FireiWQd by his B length 2nd to Chctoiharn winner Castte Mane IHa month •- 


- i e MT » 

■;» • fmti 
£ um 


■Wedreisid behind Charmwfe We* on reappearance at Hereford pmlt good to soft) 
iris month 


Bnim to 1 length at Bangor f3m, heavy) two weeks ago. Deserves to win a hunter- 


teaburan: Won Z-finshar !aaes~ open a Pantyderi Pm. ggh) last month, ad to War- 
ren Boy and Tjdxjw (braten ay. tengihs) r«<1 tma and not good enough on thteform- 

l/cnniAT. -a. l. p^— . — ■ ■ , . . . 


? Bra*** 

ft ft 


yroDIC T :S aatn B pineae h dua a change of luck as hs was sa potog wel when 
hetaied to co mpte ta ihowx^twira n comparittve events at LarkhM to January. Ha 
men laiM to recover nnnr fthnkwii hw* > m n — — - _ -■ ^ - — 


•» « 


[ 4-501 ISlSfEHS IN OreN NH FLAT RACE (CLASS HJ £2fi00 ] 
I 1 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £1,856 


5 rt W (P P HcttH 5 11 4,„ _RDorewter 

a m ?SS?L? rtw ^ MSata,,in3,14 B«.StoBw.p) 

l ^ Bwwre) P Webber 5 Tl 4. RTtento 

t ®«^D^AMP8)(WES!iifl J 0k1ST14 .TJHdqffiV 

« 1 RwalvH ®i , to3n) C Mwn e n 4 CRtor(l) 

® ““IS^IN^VOarinreSflA 

l CM-*M 

a MOSSRUNUksG Jessap) AJessopS 11 4 RHoGoBi 

? 0 ^”I^^^fJ^^A)QndRadntflLGrBsadc5T14 Vtetor 

I ® O- - OMePtoffiW 

o n ATlAipf^rS W T3 EHatond 

u n LCunatort 

* ADHid 

s SPRWGGR0VE(HVPary)RA»w4 rM .ATtoito 

_ — 

fSSSfiS! toh ***" Gold. IM K H Ry« Ptar AiWd.14- 

=»- ix-. — 


form verdict 

^^L DW A8C0 * ' ace sterefyaarty flaW 

aancang, Brave Dream fe sti preferred to Begin Agate 




v * 
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Rigid refereeing 
‘a threat to game* 


THE RUG BY W orld Cup Chair- 
man, LeO William^ night 
warned that this year’s tour- 
nagent is in danger of being 
wB&ed by referees. Williams 
was critical of standards and 
called for officials to follow the 
spirit rather than the letter of 
the law. 

WUHanas, an Australian, crit- 
icised the handling of the south- 
ora. hemisphere’s Super 12 
tournament and the Five Na- 
tions' Championship. “The 
game has degenerated as a 
spectacle," Williams said, “and 
if it flows on to the Wbrid Cup 
it could be disastrous If we turn 
out fln the Wbrid Cup] what has 
been seen so for in the Super 
12 it will be unbelievably bad . 
Games are being decided by 
referees, not players. I’ve semi 
it in the Five Nations as welL” 

williams claims referees are 
blowing the whistle at every 
infringement, regard- 
less of whether there is an im- 
pact on play. “This letter of the 
law stuff is nonsense,” Williams 
added. “There has to be a de- 
gree of discretion for the ref- 
erees. At the World Cup we 
don't want a festival of whistle- 
blowing, we want a festival of 
rugby." 


RUGBY UNION 


By David lleweujn 

According to the chief of 
Australian referees, Russell 
Trotter, officials are being en- 
couraged to control games in 
this way because assessors 
employed by the International 
Rugby Board are scoring per- 
formances; at stake this season 
are 16 refereeing and 12 touch 
judge positions in the Wortd 
Cup in Wales this autumn. 

Williams has called a meet- 
ing in Argentina next month 
where intmnational power bro- 
kers within the game can ad- 
dress the problem. 

There is a certain irony in 
Williams comments in the light 
of what happened at Twicken- 
ham last Saturday when the 
New Zealand referee, Colin 
Hawke, limped off at half-time 
and handed over his whistle and 
watch to Scotland’s Jim Flem- 
ing. But Clive Woodward, the 
England coach, said afterwards 
that there had been no dis- 
cernible difference in the in- 
terpretation of the laws - the 
chief criticism of players and 
coaches from the two hemi- 
spheres. 


England’s and Saracens’ 
worst fears were confirmed 
yesterday with the news that 
the scrum-half Kyran Bracken 
will not only miss England’s 
Grand Slam decider against 
Whies at Wembley on 11 April 
- a match which looks like 
being a 79,000 sell-out -but also 
most of the remainder of Sara- 
cens’ Allied Dunbar Premier- 
ship One programme. 
However the injury to medial 
ligaments in his knee did not 
prevent Braden from signing 
a new contract with his dub 
that will keep him at Saracens 
for a further three years until 
June 2002. 

Woodward's troubles do not 
stop there. The Sale wing, 
David Rees, another casualty 
against France, is Kfeefy to need 
up to sax weeks to recover fr om 
his ankle injury. Sale have also 
lost the services of their other 
talented wing, Steve Hanley 
who was injured playing for 
England A last weekend. 

Ireland's stand-off, David 
Humphreys, has been ruled out 
of action for at least eight weeks 
wife the tendon damage to Ins 
hand that he suffered early in 
last Saturday’s 30-12 Five Na- 
tions defeat by Scotland. He will 


mifag Ireland’s maftdi a gainst 
Italy in Dublin an 10 April 

Eric Etwood, who lost his 
place to Humphreys for the 
Five Nations’ Championship, 
now looks certain to return to 
the team. 

The fete of Cardiff and 
Swansea is unlikely to be 
known until next week A meet- 
ing of the Wfelsb Rugby Union’s 
general committee last flight 
was expected to defer until 
after tte weekend Cup ties a de- 
rision on whether the two dubs 
should be suspended from the 
union for non-payment of fines 
levied on t hem for playing un- 
sanctioned matches against 
English opposition. 

The feeling was that both 
sides in the dispute would 
make a number of conces- 
sions, theWRU is expected to 
waive the fines and tear up the 
10-year loyalty contract that 
sparked the row, while for their 
part the dubs would under take 
to play, in the Welsh League 
next season and the British 
League thereafter They would 
also expect the WRU to grant 
them “Super Chib" status and 
to be granted two of Wales’ 
places in next season's Euro- 
pean Cup. 


Sjoberg takes a leap in the dark 


THE FORMER high jump world 
record holder and three-time 
Olympic medallist Patrik Sjo- 
berg, has retired from a thirt- 
ies - in order to teach 
^‘[perican basketball players 
how to jump higher. 

The 34-year-old Sjoberg, 
who won silver at the 1984 
Olympic Games, bronze in 1988 
and silver in 1992, reached the 
literal and metaphorical height 
of his career when he set a 
world record of 2.42 metres in 
1987, at a time when few ath- 


BASKETBALL 


letes made it above the 220 
mark. But back problems have 
plagued his career in recent 
years. 

“It is simply impossible to 
train hard, I would probably 
have to be operated on to con- 
tinue functioning like a normal 
person.” he said. 

Sjoberg, one of Sweden's 
greatest ever athletes, will in- 
stead decamp to the United 
States where he will instruct 


NBA basketball players, and 
possibly footballers, how to 
jump higher. 

“This is undoubtedly some- 
thing 1 can do that will be a heU 
of a lot of fun,” Sjoberg said. 
The Swede also said yesterday 
that he [dans to set up a sports 
complex in southern Spain to 
use as a training fadkiy for Site 
basketball players. 

“In the first place I wfll work 
with players from the Chicago 
Bulls and New Jersey Nets.” he 
said. He has also been in con- 


tact with the football teams at 
Barcelona and Real Madrid. 

As well as all his Olympic sil- 
verware, Sjoberg also won the 
World Cup indoor grid medal in 
1985, bronze in 1989 and silver 
in 1992. He also won a Wbrid 
Cup gold in 1987. He has 
jumped 220 or higher in no 
fewer than 112 competitions. 

“The world record is my 
greatest moment as an athlete 
and the worst moment was 
the injury ahead of the 1996 
Olympics in Atlanta,” he said. 



YfaveUHmds looks back at the Australian wicketkeeper JfonHealy after be was struck 
by the West Indies A batsman at the Antigua Recreation Ground, Si John’s Reuters 


Moody 
call has 
county 
in spin 


TOM MOOD'S the Worcester- 
shire captain, was yesterday 
celebrating a surprise Wbrid 
Cup call-up that has left his 
county reshuffling their New 
Road pack to cover for the 
Austr alian all-rounder. 

Bloody captain at Worces- 
tershire since 1995, got the call 
to the 15-man party along with 
Paul Rdffri and Damien Flem- 
ing, as the additional names to 
the ride that beat Sri Lanka and 
Englan d in the Carlton & Unit- 
ed Series this winter 

The 33-year-old was not 
named in the provisional squad 
of 19 because he was retur n i n g 
from an injury suffered last 
September. But his late inclu- 
sion - which had to be ratified 
fay the International Cricket 
Council - has not come as a 
complete surprise to Worces- 
tershire, who have already 
asked Steve Rhodes, thrirwick- 
etkeepertiatsman, to take over 
the captaincy in Moody’s 
expected absence. 

Kent have named Andrew 
Symonds, the Australian bats- 
man, as their new overseas 
player for the coming season. 
The 23-yeamid Queenslander 
scored more than 2^00 runs for 
Gloucestershire in 1995. 

In the Caribbean yesterday 
an exceptional spell of seam 
bonding from Adam Dale gave 
Australia an emphatic 154-run 
victory anr West Indies A at the 
Antigua Recreation Ground. 
The Queensland medium pacer 
took 6 for 66 as the A team col- 
lapsed to 310 all out before 
lunch on the fourth day. 

Do minic Ostler the War- 
wickshire batsman, has Sown 
home from his county’s pre-sea- 
son tour of South Africa with a 
suspected broken ankle. 

AUSTRALIA WORLD CUP SQUAD: S 
Waugh (rapt). S Vita me. M Bean. A Dale. 
D Herring. A Gdchrtst. B Julian. S Lee. D 
Lehmann. G McGrath. D Mjtftyn, T Moody. 
R Rooting, p Reiffei. M Waugh. 


RACING RESULTS 


EXETER 

GokiffGood 

2.00' (a n il noyds, novice tong hurdle) 

1. GURU RJNPOCHE _J Frost 9-4 

2- Gotdenacres D Creech 6-1 

3. Cham W Mmton 16-1 

AIM ran: 2-1 lav Honey Donee. 7-2 Dubin 
River. 16-1 Just A Stroft. 8-1 Toy Bax, 33- 
1 Dutch. 33-1 Jandal nth). XXJ-1 See Min- 
now (5th\ 

10, ran. 3. V*. 37*. 3. (R Frost Buck- 
Tote: wn £3.10; places Cm 
Barn DF- E810 CSF: C1633. Non »jn- 
ner: Hentwy Princess. 

2J3C. (2m 71 novice hantficap hurdle) 

1. BE IN SPACE G Suppta 12-1 


2. Langstons Lad . 
1 Itefated Logic — 

4. Wolbum Boy. 


i Burrough 9-1 
-.H Other 20-1 
_R W1dger&-1 lav 


Also: 8-1 PentnnJa Boytfd not frish, 8-1 
SW Sioccq 9-1 Luggqt 10-1 ArcocTtem- 
der, 11 -1 Quckswood (Bth). 14-lAsdeThe 
Sea. 20-1 Charfce Hawes. 20-1 Dancing 
Poser. 25-1 Ar^iebty. 25-i Eastdon Gold 
Dust »h). 25-1 Selective flasaad no* fin- 
ch. 25-1 Whsting RutuvteJ net Rntah. 33- 
1 Hm To Rtn, 66-1 Jovngtoncfid not finch 
IB ran. 5 17.. 12. A Z (Mrs P Font He re- 
tard t Tote: win 0920: places CS4Q E310. 
£1100. OIQ OF: 00190 CSF‘ C8Q16 Tnc- 
asr 0370 06 

300. {3m 71 TOyds. nonce handejp chase) 

1. NOHLANDIC R Wktgar 7-2 

2- Country Store A P McCoy 2-1 lav 

X CHevum C Maude 25-1 

Also: 6-1 Matary Academy. 13-2 
D e tandlheieafcn. Tt-l Glasnock Lad (5th). 
1«-1 » Perkupp. 25-1 Quel Moments. 25- 
l Spring Marathon. 33-1 Parade Racer 
(Jth) 33-1 Fteuckmo. 33-1 Rose Garden, 33- 
j^andoran. 33-1 The Flying Doctor 16th) 
•r* Terijit 

15 ran. 1"«. 27. 7. 1 7.. (P Hobbs Mme- 
headV Totas -mn C50Q. piacw 0«J. 0*0. 
£630 DP. CE5Q CSF: £961 Trtcast: 
£14744 

3.30 (2m 31 runteep chase) 

1. VILLAGE KING ,_R Dumroody 7-4 tau 

2. Ciaioml A P McCoy 6-1 

3. Normnnge S Burrough 12-1 

Also: 9-2 Hotaffhctose r-stti) 6-T Seyms i* 
swift w-1 Colonel Bias* i6thi i4-i Shrrv 
ba NSa 15th) 16-1 Sagaman. 25-i Coctree. 
50-1 Soern Guns 

10 ran. Z 9 ft oh-hd. 7. |P Ha rt s. Mine- 
head! Trie: wm £230. places £16Q £230 
£2 70 OF. £620 CSF: ££06 Titcas 
££739 

4.00 (3m 2>. hunter chase) 

1. HENRY BRUCE Mr O Man** 9-2 

2. BaM Joseph Use S Ytoung 10-1 

3. Tbskono Mias V Roberta 8-1 

Abo: 7-2 lav Comedy Gav». 9-1 lamg 
Brave KM Apple John. KM Munlah. 
10-1 Spectacular Star (fithl 25-1 Dvimartd 
Fcrt (Soil 2S-1 Duchess ol Tubber. as-i 
Rajfrme Boy 

11 ran. 2 - ;.. ’.V Kl 6 (Mss T McC ur- 
nch. Drcitwich) fbte: i m £430. places 
rr.n £2£0. ££40 DF: £2630 CSF £4096 


FONTWELL 

Going: Good to Finn 

2.10: 1. MACHIAVBJJ (M BafcheBr) 9-2; 
2. Fabulous Kioto 4-1 Jtfav; 3. FttlbBust 
10-1 11 ran. 4-1 Jt tar Sludo Thirty (4th|. 
V-. d [G L Moore). TatK E500; £2SQ £190 
£360. DF: £2090. CSF: £2081 IHcast: 
£15969 rfi: Ftan BavarcL 
2.40: 1. SUPER MAC (T Descomtoe) 9-2; 
2. Irish Froflc 4-1 lav-, 3. Head For Heav- 
en fl-2. 11 ran. Hd. 4 IP Hedged Tote: 
£420; E20ft EUO £260. DF; £020 CSF: 
£2062. Trtcast £9348. Non Runner Smart 
Guy 

3.10: 1. CHEROKEE BOY (J Tzzard) 6-1; 
2. Colonel Co* tt-B Jttar. 3. KBoran Bay 
12-1. 4 ran. 11 -8 Jt tav Jabaagoodrei (pded 
upnv-. dtet (B RyalL Wk £500 DF; BUO 
CSF: £020. NRs: HekSqueennldubs. Mr 
Met 

3.40: 1. KERRY'S OATS (M A Frtzgerakfl 
7-2; 2. Sndnt 7-* fav; 3. Ponder Hound 
2-1 15 ran. shhd. 6 (P Hedger). -fata: W30; 
cm ewa ctfia df: C4ia csf: css* nr: 
Ntesiy Retaxad. 

4.10: 1. VERDE LUNA (Mr A Evans) 12-1; 
2. Hathem Tun n-i; X DeSgM 12-1 13 
ran. 2-1 tav Warren Boy (puled up> a VU 
(R Smith). Tote: £910; £250 £320. £320 
DF: £54.70 CSF: £12104 NR: Lord Bel- 
monte 


430 il rtcryds. handicap lurdlei 

1. nr AH - A P McCoy 5-2 

2. Drums 

3. AHabad 


G Supple 4-1 
R Ftetant 10-1 
Also: 94 tav Pol BtacL [6th l 12 - 1 Storm 

Tiger M-l Colortul AmtKton iSln). W-J 
Stoswam Sa £0-1 Gtawtig Pjdt Zy 

I High Lon. 25-i Rch Lite 33-1 Onotanmfio 

I I ran. 1. 3 5 nk. 1 '<■ |U Ppft WBflng- 
wol Tote: Mi £2.70, places £isa £L2Q 
E32Q DF- £600 CSF £12.46 Tncast 
£3307 

Jachpet £2336433 (pan wen pool 0* 
E69til75 ta Cheostow today) 

Pbcopot ££6660. Ouodpot £850 
Place 6. £5648 Place 5- £S«0l 


>:the independent 

RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 

j jJVE COMMENTA RIES! ffigMSii 

T0WC5TER ! 972 i 982 


LUDLOW 


973 j 983 


ALL COURSES RESULTS 

0891 261 970 , 


FIRST SHOW 


SicliaeKaliSnneodte ptees 1. 2 J 
CCniHVimV4LladMto.5Satei.Ttte 


Ludlow 


HYPERION 

ZOO Brambles Way Z30 High In The Clouds 

3.00 Saddlers’ Roe 3.30 What A Fuss 4.00 
TREASURE AGAIN (nap) 4.30 Grimley Gale 

5.00 Calhoun 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Grizzly Bear 
(Chepstow 3.20) 

NB: Shebang 
(Towcester 5.10) 


4.4a 1. KINGSOOWN TRIX U Gottneri] 
10-1: 2. FRecot 2-1 fav; 3. TWo Id Tango 
9-1 13 ran. 1*1,. hd (R Smnhl Tata: £M9Q; 
£263 flfla E3BQ DF: £6023 CSF: £3335. 
Tncasc £19732. Non Rwiera: Charfie 
Banner. Sami Joa 

Placepot. £26420 Quadpet £6630 
Place 6: £ 4473a Place 5: £201 » 


UTTOXETER 

Gong: Heavy 

2.20: 1. WESTERTON (P Mvwi) 1 92; 2. 
MchatUe 8 S tavourite; 3. Saxon Vk!to- 
ry 12-1 8 ran. S. V*. (J FUzGeraid. MaltonV 
Tbto: £630. £150. £120. £185 Dual Fore- 
cast: £340 Computer Sought Forecast 
E1Q4Q 

2ja 1. LEGEND OF LOVE |0 MfcPhai) 4- 

5 lav: 2. Siena 33-1; X Horizontal 66-1 
10 ran. 4. 2. (B UqvreOyn. Bargoeca Tote: 
E16D: CL20 £769 £46Q DF: 0390 CSF: 
£2901 No bid tar the wmner 

320: 1. TREMALU (T Jonks) 7-4 lav. 2. 
Builder Boy 7-1 : 3. Emperor's Magic 5- 
1 7 ran. 28. a (T George. Slroucft Tote: 
£240: £190, £220 Dual Forecast £910 
CSF: £1084 

350: 1. MASTER RASTUS (A Magure] 4- 

6 ter. 2. FredcBe Much 6-1: 3. Cool Spring 
10-1 5 ran. 15. 21 (to S Vflfems. South 
Motion) Tote: £170. Cite £170 DF: f?nn 
CSF. £450 

430: 1.THE ES1S lAOaUan) a* Z Ken- 
tucky GoW 9-2; 3. Deel Quay 20-1 e ran. 
6-11 tav rtgh Island Mth] *7. del (D 
MaCon. Choknondrfey) 

4.30: 1. PATRAS (N Horrocks) 1-5 ter: 2. 
Cartad Cymra n-2; 3. SWta On tel 4 ran. 
a 2 |M Hammond, Mddeftam} 'Rate: £130 
DF: £130. CSF. £151 

5- 20: 1. MILADY ANA (R Maseoy] 7-2 tav. 
2. Btackwater Boy 5-i . 3. Roman Uproar 

6- 1 9 ran. 4 id Pichcisen, Temple Gu>. 
tng> TotK £410; £120. £150 ££2Q OF. 
£1250 CSF: £1737 Non ftjnnen Lady 
Chattoy 

Placepot £2690 QuadpoC £2040 
Place 6 £1290 Place 5. Ete53 


Chepstow 3.20 



C 

H 

L 

s 

T 

Gtorta 

tt-4 

9* 

2-1 

w 

2-i 

KMnsCrea 

W 

W 

34 

3-1 

3-1 

town 


5-1 

114 

13 

4-1 

KMetfra 


02 

7-1 

6-1 

7-1 

ur prato 

7-1 

&1 

&t 

6-1 

&2 

cam Cora 

8-1 

8-1 

7-1 

0-1 

5-1 


14-1 

U-1 

U-1 

u.1 

IB-1 

HnutwJlMB 

5D-1 

9M_ 

40-1 

50-1 

SO-1 


GOING: Good. 

■ Right-hand coma Chase couse has sharp bends. 

■ Course is NW at town aK A49 Ludow station 2m. ADMIS- 
SION: Oub 04; Tettersate O0 (OAPs receive £2 refre shme nt 
voucher): CoueeCS Accompanied under-Oefrea CAR PARK: 
Free. 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 28-01 (267%}, D Nicholson 23- 
05 P54%L K Bailey 002 <232*1 T Forstar 6-88 (174%). 

■ LEADMG JOCKEYS :R Johnson 24-10 (203%^ A P McCoy 23- 

86 (267*1 AHagube 0-79 (203*1; N WIBmaon te-M (203*} 

■ FAVOURITES: 03-485 (39%J. 

BUNKBtSJ HRST TIME: Bon Ucfc (20Q 

LONG DISTANCE HUNHgfc Master IQt (40C) sent 342 mtee 


2.00 


PJ JOINTING CLAIMING HURDLE 
(CLASS F) £2,750 added 2m 


10321- BILKING (334) pi R Cacscn 9 h 8 - 


to 


PS6843 FASTBfl GOLD (14) (CD) R J PH0B7 N 8— -J Mogferd (7) 8 

«HB MS30NDS(FR) p) (CO) (BF) M Ppe 5 11 7 H Green 

32M5t BRM«£Simr(3q(qFJmteiOn& AUagNn 

4P-KP MFMIOUS (USA) (F32) (D) BUeaetynfl T1 6 --P Jotnm 

/PtPOl RDLFE (NZ) (tfl) (D) SBooMa*911 6 ADeMteB 

O52F00 AlSaOE(USA)(F0P)AJUdaStl114.0Md>taap)B 

SO- HBtCURY(F30)aBKtfi6H4 Gnylfone 

SLIGO DLOAI FALCON (11M) (□) R CtadnB 1) 2 -XAttpauR 

0305 GALLOPING GUCpD) (CO) BUaeMfn 7 n 2 _JGofctetelf3) 
060 TMKWG m RIDDLB («? W Jsrtel B tl 1 .TJnAa 

0 POP604 BONUICKtR BPmace7H0 

a -46300 SHARP MOVE (F36) Mb HKr^S 7 013 Jt Iterant 

-13dectnd~ 

GETTMG: 11-4 BresAhaWe^ 4-1 MteoooAlBraOndHilKI Roll, ^ 

1 Didnl Moon. 12-1 EAta* 20-1 talW GMd. AtaMw. 28-1 oAsre 

FORM VERDICT 

H Hode's suprlse vCtcry over Saint ON at Doncaster can 
be bken a* face value he wxJd be a sound bet to Mow up 
here. But the itetac who had gone oh the boi after scoring 
t**e te the autism, eras probably botovr-par, and Rode, m 
my cam wJd not be the most ratable of characters. Grant- 
ed good (V tester) poind, DUBAI FALCON w« be worth 
an interest- Brambles Way lodes the pick of the others. 


9 on] RICHARD STRACHAN PENSION 
^ . 1 NOVICE CHASE (E) £5,000 2m 4f 


«6t2Ut HNHlW»E(tO){pG\to!lBy7CO 

63PM CHERRY ORCHD (9) JR fttaw tt112_ 
F-344P CLBTQN GME (SZ) RMw9H2 


505CRI Ea 8 IALHAaeEB( 11 )(C)OlfcCanS 112 ~ACCojls$B 
23-222 HIGH M THE CLOUS (20) (CBF) HDdy711 2.R Johnson 

03F42 BANOS (fflJMCT MPpe7 17 2 3Qm 

-45253 JACK (12) J lick 7 112 RPMwnf 


OOfDO TUDOR TOWN (20) P Pudy 11 11 ; 

P2U45 VMWGBDO|9B)M 1Mhraqn 7t1 2. 

BETTWG: 7-4 kanoa 2-1 Htfi In The aoudHTAMter 1* 13-1 Jtefc. 
U-1 VWng Rod. 16-1 CSBoo (Mow. 50-1 etbeci 

FORM VERDICT 

HIGH IN THE CLOUDS and Rhrer wys stand out here In 
receipt of a azaable a» u lqht cmcesawn. Ugh n Ttw Ooude 


-So. 

aas u noghBBtBso mw r hte ch nc^ M^^^fteMeMftfwhaa 
a vary good chance 


13.00 


3.30 



ADoBbta 


7 3D4« DUB10 (27) (CO) M Bbndted SCO 

8 51-1P4 SYUaTBtCf3)MnABoydBt)8. 

B -01263 SAHHW (IMHO) BLasvy 0 07 
V 30P35 YtAIXONBf (71) JtOno6®8 
It 1/W3 SUPRBCMASTH»(P)D **»CJdnaay91)4^CUieMpi 

tt 0Q6H6 COBLE (IQ (CD) D UCCati 5 10 3 ACCoytr(5) 

13 3BF44U FLAWUS RRST (9) (D) RJ Price 5T12 LWjw 

M ABCS FBCEKS QUEST pO) (CC)J 1tek 600 RBNbray 

MntoiuD tn&c !Ott Tnm fwrkap might Fencara Ouesf 9a life 
BETTWQ: 74 iteDMiateo, 114 What A Rna, 7-1 Mngdoni Emparac 
164 Durto, 8-1 Baba Mi Rhura, «Mk On By, 1M Ttenaterpolnl. 0-1 


BUNDY (EUROPE) NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3^00 added 4Y0 2 m 

1 RXM ZAPKTEADO (27) (D) N TrreovOwea n 5 CUetep 

2 cm AMOROSO DO) (B^NHmtesai ttO JRKsvamab 

3 0 DANZIG FlYER (BS) B Baugh O O „_Grey Lyons 

4 M JACK REEF (23) DMcCanX 12 ACCoytefSi 

5 222062 Mme LAO (21) A BNtyQC SWpM 

6 60 MYSTBir QUEST 1*53 — RR«b< 

7 P F6CHQN BARON (USA) D2) A fed U 12 -A Dobbin 

B UO RSKN0WrGETK0RT(F48) RJPnc»t)12_J Hogtord p) 

9 35502 BADDiaB'RDE (Zl»0 teteteon «« R Johnson 

K 5 BKTSrjMffSpMWCteO? Gtew 

11 0 WCHBEEBMItaKVltednseOr GFRysn p) 

12 0 IBSS IBJFFFTT (F222) L BaraB 07 JJCtKagbsr 

-Udsdared- 

BETTMG: 2-1 SNdtea- Roe. 54 ZspNMda. 4-1 Areoraw. B4 laoferW 
tad. 10-1 BM 8 Jw, 20-1 Mytesty Gw* 3M sttw* 

FORM VERDICT 

The ham d Zbpatoado’a Sarakmn «*i does not took that 
strong Ucmng sutseouent (teappointrg nine of both the 
wfrner and those h beNnd. ns could prow rndtadna 

because he dd taak Be a home with status that day. SAD- 
DLERS’ ROE tries the pWc on his come tarm oven toacfi 
he needs io teush i4> M junvtag and s Men to score fctm 
The dangerous AmcraaQ 


FORM VERDICT 

An open race. WHAT A FUSS won h good style at Here- 
tant end mere cotid be tuihar Impnerement to come on tee 
anbclpatad drier surface here. Babe Au Rtuan end 
Ttemamfleto are siao BreTy to play a leadng pert 


A OH BUNDY (UK) HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS F) £6,500 added 3m 


08P*3 BACK BAR (fl) D McCwi 11 11 tt_ 


-3H5U BOLDSTAiaEfTpB)fD)HDtly7113— 

TlFHKmjSBodaMi/BIlB. 


-ACCo|fa(5» 

RPterar* 

iOobbfa 


FBI 18 NOBMDO 

WhP INFLUBCEPEDIJBlrilNC)lteKQeo«Bl12-RMMW 

■StUft JEMAHO (7fl (CD) WJteks8H 0 (Mylycns 

ADR MASTER WT (32) (D)(BF)JSfara 01)13 DOMMPte 

TREMUE ADAM (iqpBF}lteMJmll OH AltegulraB 

8 -08000 DMtAS(FR) (12) DMcCMiBD ft SWpneB 

8 -6U2Q1 SEAflROOK LAO (28) (Q C Mriodr 8 1) 9— J R FarteStfi 
V -3B123 SARAS DBJGHT (181 (BF) D Nchakn 7 « B — R Johnson 

It -55M2 OteeeQtffiSTrni Bhafpgtn8t)3 LWyar 

12 PP3PPP LEGAL ARTIST (2Q iC IQ MnC Jdrasy8 OO.CUaasipi 

O AWrP TREMP1MTO N H»ta8fiO GtnreyV 

-13 


Wdnusr IQaL Tiue /wxStep wfgMr Legal Alfa M Trenpin fat 
BETTVIGr 4-1 Stebroek lad. 94 8 mm Dtetf*. ham Again, 8-1 BdU 
MnM. 7-1 Jimara, U-1 OaaaOuM, ID-1 Man PadM tZcCMa 

FORM VERDICT 

A handfU hare aoid data* hare Jamara arid all be ahead 
o! the handcapper Judged On his 2m4/ wta here n Decem- 
ber; but he has been oh tore ttMSe ot morths shea not 
getting home over am fast ttm. Oarens Quest ato Bon to 
bahartdysoasbongpaoelootaMy'nsicoiAdsiATREA- 
SURE AGAM, who Stays farther than 3m. and wBh the grauid 
more ti Ha favour than las tens he la Just a hopeful sug- 
geafion fa & Why conteaL 


a on | MAGNUSrALLCROFT HUNTER CHASE 
H ' OV| (CLASS H) £ 2,000 added 2m 4f 


1F&PP OawiNUTTO mfttoSMdtaaaaO-er.MrDBaferin 

/3P21- WNGSTHOHPE Ct3) H Dcnfel 11 124 MrAPtmpa(3) 

Jjojm 

»to 


9 


DPR 3 U0OR£SlMUJOES(Z7)(O)HJGhgdBB4 

TOM NOOFQRM WOtBBI 09) (CC)R Bate B 64-lb RE 
MJ«- SHMHO (S13) (D) POnrev II B4 Jfr AChartreOoote 
BO-1 GRMEfGttEp»n»RUJdoon1)02JbjMPflfchrt 
a«AP4 AIBm&MHKp25}(D)8Andms11B0.-.llrSAHfrtea 
F5P-U BASB.STFEET(14) (D) SRooK7B0 — JttteEJMMp) 

8 P2FP-F 8RBGE HAN (P3Z) N Biah 8 B 0 MrSBrebto 

tJ 1/P45- DATTWE HAWN (P3T2) (0| fl AtaB BOO _ — Ifr 8 Moris (7) 

11 R04S3 QSERTCMM(11) DMcCsiBBO JkQDtamaonto 

B nan FORMAL MironON (TO (COJDMMaryn BO 

MrHHrekeyto 

O 2HPFHACKEn5CROffiNqne&bcoal3BO-MrCStedtenR 

N PUFF VEATHTARDSHAOCtPIOj R'tajfi7O0*fr RCwbrayP) 


6 PPPPF JMCAHILE(PtOiMteDSrih9BO ttA 

8 4eon NNGOFaMDQMSTOnMteCCedmBBOJftSIfihrp) 
17 MS3P (NBVmEBMRWTOMnEDareaiBBOJteAllMimCT) 

8 IA6Z PONTOON BHDGE TO CT JSreiMbBBQ-lbs KOggls (7) 

9 D2PF SHEBIOREp) EHtadodiOBO I* A Even* “ 

20 SBSFP SMGLE IIAN (IB) TO J 11 BO UMTBkaqrto 

-10 


BETTMO: 7-4 GMay GNa. 4-1 Foreul frreteto. 1 14 Nodtonh Won- 
dar, b- 1 Shurid, Pontoon Bridge, 10-1 K fa gSbor p a, 12-1 ethers 

FORM VERDICT 

The ootrbhaicn d the Mnrter and Bw suggestion ol rain 
about Is oftputiing far Grimtey Gate and S rney be worth 
taking a chance with FORMAL INVITATION, who has 
ahreya been b eat at this sort ot rip and worft mind a Mol 
cut if the runs coma 


LUDLOW OPEN NH FLAT RACE 
(CLASS H) £1.750 added 2m 

DMKDSAUNRJSntfiSItA J Hosted to 

3 DBnB(l0a<51YN«TO69 , atWQ0d5ll4.QGNtaraar 

200 GARDEN RUTTY E (FR) P HbbOer S 11 4 Alfagufrs 

8 GtZIBIDEALp7>TBwin5Uiei14 

9 ONE THE NATIVES (48} DIWMin 5 ft 4 
408 KJUBt BLA06 TO NTtestonOtetas SIM — CUsaaByn 

SAmuwja*s5h4 
TANierS OHM Mb C Dyeon 8 II 4», 

YOU NEVER LEARN R Ctrt# 5 11 4 


RACING CHANNEL HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS E) £4,000 added 2m 

342300 KINGDOM EMPEROR TO (CD) W C&y 5 B Q — Gfamey 
vFFn THUM£M>OMTTO)(DBF)H3sKGnne7flTi_Rltae^ 
24-P4I BABA Ml RHUM (187) (CD) I Mane 7 II 5 _R JafaMnn 

W5P1F WtiAT AFUSS TO MsgH KngB 6 71 3 

042P2 BUNGEE JiaireR (153] (OBP&afay g T1L-A»faaireB 
-1M2 TRSENDSTO p2) (D) 1 Hal 9 B 0 Xttpn|3) 


BET7WQ: 5-2 Dwrireogherfar*. 4-1 

(teteS-1 OMaThsNseM.frl CMwi M GckteiEM. iw often 

FORM VERDICT 

As ever the market ahrxid be tatarmatnn CALHOUN is a 
tentative choic* htering diown a metrare of pnsnfae oi he 
debut A market tetter them he staid be sharper trite tfna 
Danfatoghar Vbnh a another wtti a respecisbto debut BtiM 
to Ns name and ha is a teety threat. 


COyaen 
.J leech 

0 HBGAHT MAUD TO GR» 5100 —5 Orton p) 

BBTIICPimSMsKGtt^SOa RFtemt 

HUSXMLMSTRESSNTtorhDanaSOO-JGckfcaiRCl) 

BUIBEV COURT V Sami 4 V fl MrGLste(7) 

BOATSWAIN K Bel 4 08 JltegM 

3 CAtHOUN (FIQ TO P HottS 4 O 0 RWUgirB} 

2 0UAUIARSURVIV(nTO T B)M*BMR4OO Lttfte 

LAMHJM J Speatn 4 05 CRuy 

WtZADORA MMfarni 4 8 5 JIWMtay 

-18 • ' ‘ 


TOWCESTER 

HYPERION 

2.10 Goldengirtmichelle 2 . 4 G Soloman (nb) 

3.10 Five Flags 3^40 Scotby 4.10 fearish 
4.40 Avostar 5.10 Ran WUd 


FORM VERDICT 

A weak hontScap fa wHtai tag are question mario aver most 
otthe flekl Lhreiy Kright is respected, whto Sprtag Gate 
has the sbRy to go to If in the mood, but SCOTBY is a 
much safer chotea Drying (poreid woUU ba e worryt but he 
Niodd oepa with good gpfag end fake the betfng. Lay K 
ON coJd be the men danger and she ta to worth conddsrng 
os an aWroattvo. or for tarecaat pixpaaea. 


GOING: Chase course - Good; hkadtos - Good to Soft 

■ FOght-hand, mtodfag acUt Rret4i of 140yd. 

U Courae b an A5 SE Ottawa Bus service from N o rthampto n 
station ADMSSiON: Morrhare &3 (OAPe £K»; ‘Mtenals £9 
(OAPs £8}; Courae £3. CAR MRK: Free. 

FJV&Y6AR RECORD 
■1£ADMGTRAIERS: D Mcholson 29-77 p!7*J K Beley te« 
(atSHMra J Ptaenteot (S35*i ItoVWtoms «>B4 TOTO 

■ LEADtm JOCKEYS: A Maguire -844 (297%). NWIBamson 
17-61 (276^ WMtoon 898 (B3*J. A PMoCoy 14-72 (84%). 

FAVOURITES: 88-486 (3a7%). 

BUNKERS FIRST ^ TIME: DaaMng binder (28 )l Ghrentfme 
(aiOL Bely RM (A40). 


A mi HORSERACE betting levy board 
NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 


E) £3,000 added 2 m 

95305 INK ROMANCE (II) (CD) IfeeZ^feonl) 11 il _Ur A Irvine (7) 

MOB SHOMHOUCTOS8hireood«lie GStedsy 

iBPM TSCDJAR (IB] D Gendcfc B 11 C SoyNe mcM 

526 tAARBHTO 9 too 6 11 0 CWafab 


2.10 


ROSEMARY BOARDMAN BIRTHDAY 
AMATEURS SELLING HURDLE (G) 
£2,000 2m 

BEND Raui>M»(11)nMsAEJcinai5B8JttDOadr(I)B 

«K HUSK to WPR JAIei BBS JfcFHuMbytt 

FDO DASMNBBMCBt(F22)DYMara6il B -MreVRobertif^B 
OtfUn LPGHTMNQBraB.{F3qPi«t5Jl r JBrJTOeaBnfahpj 

MA5TBID0DGBICDwyv71l II MrVCoogra(7) 

M05P HXJRADREAMBBCTOPifana^fi— MCRIterefl) 

(BBt G0LDBtGnMaeiE(1l9(qFUa|iy41t4 

MrJPMctfanre 

0 DAfBNQ tews (F32J 0 Dto 4 n 3 UmZOwm(7) 

SSffSO TE BREAK (18) J Josefti 4 11 3 HreBFtawr(7)8 

8 PF TRUST BEDRGE (26J CKetatMTI 3 Mr R Airman (9) 

II B HA1SDOOP (57) >taTi Btny 4 8 B MrMBumiwefT] 

B 02 tN GOOD ORDER »GLNoora4 812 tk I Itangm (3) 

-IZdecknd- 

BETTWGe 94 Oolite o frt utaai le. 74 In Good Onlec 5-1 Iteli, 7-1 Round 
Robfa. Ron DreembW, T2-1 TM Break; 20-1 Medar DodgK 25-1 aOws 

FORM VERDICT 

RuMt is qto ueeU st Ns sort of favel bul the taeteagnaed 
GOLDEMGIFU-MICHELLE showed much-improved term 
when vAntag at Museeftiur(7i and totSd be etod by the 
etiftar test ol fltamna 


4fflM TROUBLH) HAN (W> N Hmdaraon 8 8 B. _M A 
40308 -nMEFORAGlASS(104<qUWMwana88-W 
36806 RWYKMGHrroKBalv? OB EdgwBpm (7) 

8 20U480 B&iT NOMAflE ft) IbsS Sffl&iB OB RWfetasao^ 

9 PD3Q pn»K)0DFUQSLE{l4l(nRJPltaB987 — SOuraak 

-64000 BANJOHU.(13)CVhedon588 BPoto 

2-00U0 NORTH 0FKA1A(F14 QLUOOreG 88 PH* 


.-30M0 TOMNQATO UBra*lack783 ASUflnkm(q 

48<P 0B(Tl£ BREEZE TO JOtted 7 83 L 


8 
11 
B 
8 

14 006PF BERKELEY FR0NTB1 TO NGaaehe681 DUMB 

8 00080 1HEPOUMATHTOPCtoitegiB80— MrRFsnlsMI(G) 

8 350340 CAPSOFF(72) GlUtadaoO JUteSl Breoren V 

>18*ctarad- 

MMmun aafebt tOsL Two handcap watf* The PoJprctt 9st Ob, 
GapuCMBb. 

BETTM& 114 Pridsnood Fbggta. Tfem For A Ofass. 9-1 Ihatbtad Man 
8-1 Daifr Ronmoe, 19-1 Ftlry KM#, TM4te 1T1 BBy Narastte. 12-1 
■Mrbh.1bpenga.14-1 ctos 

FORM VERDICT 

TWs la a tftflcult puzzle to solve but there are a hsidftf ot 
nmnera whose farm gras them a better chance than meet 
namely BtUY NOMATTE, Dark Romaice, Ttne For A Gfaaa, 
ShopahoOe and Ibpanga The tanner ia expected to refah 
fate shorter trip, on a edtter track, and sSghttylwttar ground 
ttan ha has eeipertoncsd of Mr. so ha has sold aach-way 
cradentfafa 


4.40 


9 Anl TUSCARORA NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
^!ZrJ D) £5^50 added 2m 110yds 


1 M-B3 ROYAL TOAST TOPI NHmdraxi71l9^MAFB2BKMd 

2 (MF5P CLASSIC I1IA(£ (IS) (D) H U&WS911 2 .SCunan 

3 OP-OOO 1D0THEJ0KES(34) JBVtedSItZ LAspeB 

4 30404 RODDERS (47} J Gbrer 6 11 2 ROUaat 


S 2-3443 9QU3MAN(IS)(CO) JGftadSTl 2- 


-PH* 


6 -2232U MNSORDHUXTOWPF)IMte»B«it BPoto 

-etocteed- 

BETTING: 64 Ro|M Ttot, M Saksaaa, M Wlmioid HB, 18-1 Rod- 
dn.33-1 otbers 

FORM VERDICT 

Wtateord HM has the SbBty ® w*i races over lencas but 
Iha two to concanfraiB on are SOLOMAN end Royta Tbaat 
The tonrar was the better hunSar and dd anoutfi fan tkna 
to)ustaboutrBfa1heformpickhara.ui<ththedefiniiepo»- 
aftMsy ri Mb shorter trip brining him on agdn. 


LARRY CONNELL MEMORIAL HUNTER 
CHASE (CLASS H) £1,500 added 
3m If 

1 U14P1 AVOSTAR TO IP 1 ) tesCBtdeyCB4 — MrBPotockB 

2 31-SUP AM3BtMATT(4 JMacNeBBO Ifr J R Comto (7) 

8 3U-422 BALLY RIOT {13} MBbomil BO Jft-HHoora<S)B 

4 PP-P13 BRAIBL88LL BUCK (P11) M A Iterp 8 12 0~Mr W Waim 

5 1I-B2 BROM) 5TEANE (34) MLaby Coral 8 BO.MbH taring (7} 

6 W345 CAKAAHXJ 0 (P3^ (O) J Downes 9 12 0 AfrADaQm(7) 

7 304P42 JUST MMBMLAK^ Mb D Wbms 0-20 

IfaRBumn 


P4SPV MRPWBAU.(P683)MBDCDd9CC0.»MCadqrtoB 

2flJB MYKSTMANtotesTMBBD IksTHHp] 

3054 R«MMH0)MsSSM£4BSO~ Nr R Annsoo (5) 


3.10 


TOWCESTER FOR CONFERENCES 
HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £4JXW 
2m5f 

1 PUR4P QIVENTME(31) AHirai 11 BO L Kenny B 

2 48321 WONTCOSTALOIBJT (12)(D) M WMnxn 5 a 2 .If Hwston 

3 MP44 KMQHTBBMXXSCOTTOfDB^toVIMbmSBa. 


8 
9 
8 

tl OffWP GOLARWARRnnmSNchnjBBQ JAN Kant (7] 

B S’SSHI VERTVH1Y ORDWARV (14B^(C) Ms R IMhesm 8 BO 

Mr W Foray (7) 

8 3U640 REGAL PURSUIT (BJ Us JFtegtoi 8H 9...MrR Ftedetel 
•-ISdadraed-' 

BETTMCb 54 Bread Stems, 3-1 Avotear, 94 BaBy Rtat, 7-1 BrareUe- 
UB Buck. 8-1 My Bast Use, 10-1 AndmoeN, 18-1 Hktaan. 20-1 Mhare 

FORM VERDICT 

A modest event in wttdi BROAD GTEANE locks a cut above 
most at the field m fas beast second te Sandown. Avostar 
shoiid not be far anay once agan toe BkenfaMMI Buck 
and Bafiy Wot are othara vrith place poasfcit ie a. 


4 1-4B0 THE HBVSHAN (12) MsaS&hrada789 LAspM 

5 534305 ANOTHER MGHT (12) PUidY5 06 — KrRFonWai^ 

6 003452 WE FLAGS lire S&Ttti 7! 85 RTAfason^ 

7 P-3250 BBSEBR0WETO(D}G>Uto178«-IUtedBnani 

8 0W4 UPHANSUR>REETOTO-ICU1183-_MAFtegtoI 

9 SWPfl DARU?SA)(F14)WRM*BBBdOtHl SDuock 

8 001DW JRBAL0U{R2}RaaBigk»880 LSttonp) 

-10 " 


=2Si EM! 


toe lOtt. ThntmxScap wepacQau 99 78, J&nOetai 9n Sb 
BETTM& 74 Knlgtatetagt scot, 84 Bwete Browns, VtaRtEQsadot- 
bri, H Uffan Sraprtu, M Another Mgtt, Fhe Flags, U-1 ottnre 

FORM VERDICT 

KnlgMafaridge Scot has good darns on hta old farm but 

seen® o be tard in keep right and BBSIE BftOWME, rao- 

fag on better yound then to hu fried al eeaaon, is pre- 
ferred. 


3.40 


TOTE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
£10,000 added 3m If 

1 ttFPfl Ultay XMGHT(IT} (DJ J Gftid 8 fig, LAraeB 

2 BUW BM3G0 CTQtUFFp1)(TOCItota*81l9_^DiBte* 

3 Stt-Pt SCQtgrgajTOCTBBucte91l4 BPoto 

4 22523P SmUQALETO OSaraoodBOB — JAHcOMwB 

8 ire3P3lXrirOFFTO(C)(D)JGONBlfl80 SCam 

6 F«UOiFHH81£YTO(EQGIUXwdB80 Hkheet D reara 

7 38353 TAKEMY8IDETO(BRMMBB780^MrRFn1eUB 

8 tmBAUmCAKAKTOWRtowaCOOJfrJCWtoBV 

-Sdtorad- 

Mhfaun mmgtt 10a. Tm hanKap Uy ft Off 9st Tift « He* 

feyOfl 7b. TtoBUyStiem 79,8*r4xgm fatOb 
8ETTMQ: M Scoihy, 94 Spring (Ms. 6-1 Ufa My Side, 134 lay R 
QA 7-1 (My Kidgfa. 8-1 Hi Itadra* 13-1 BOygoet Qnitt, BM^dougan 


BBC MATCH OF THE DAY ‘NATIONAL 
HUNT NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3,000 added 2m Sf 

1 0 HGBRWNp!} J®fad6n 2 - — PHkta 

2 804=33 BOROmmionDTOMJRtots6112 TPeograarT) 

3 20 BR0ADNAHDTO MsP3 y511 2 .WMteto 

4 40 CMflJBI ROAD (73) Mh S Edeanfe 6 1! £. LAspdl 

5 500H HSBYTIB0R(11^ Aitenes7112 WtoiBranra 

6 06 lACTIDSBEHAlnN P3 MssZDaraanrTI 2 — lane Long 

7 0 LANBR»8 PROtCE (12} **5 1 Wfcmson 5 tl 2 LHsree* 

8 HWF/*WWH«»®IOm(B8flnto»«m111l2. 

— — H i. -""- L SulT am (7) 

9 OOOK4 OKHJ ZEALOUS TO J Upson 7 11 2. JStoe 

8 40 RANWU)TOS9iBiHM6nS GBra 

11 lOMPH^aaiffTOJMcCoTOifaTlta. SC 

B 22S2I6 StBANQTO-Htefap7ii2 Mr H Dunlop m 

T3 6 WNTBIUM) TO 00JWBH2 Dltoy 

v MtMPBWTTO««CMcks6l01t Mr J Crawley (5) 

6 OK) HBBALSWORDTO JQited78t1 JPoweB 

8 22B23 SBKVESniBnSTO (8F| lfa&V1WanB7 811 

— SKs»,(5) 

17 5 STI&UONWDOOTOM^e4tJ7 C Supple (3] 

-17dKfared- 

BETONG: 3-1 SSk VesSn art s, 94 OunAto i Lord, 5-1 Shebaeg, 61 
MAn Wood, 0-1 Ran Wld, 12-1 Braadoetf, 14-1 Orer ZeMeu, 18-1 
OHM 

FORM VERDICT 

Henty ot dead wood here The three fa con caitra te on are 
SHEBANG, the frustrting but stl respected SBcVetoenfa 
arte BorohtoUxd. Far bjrparperfwmerawbsngsteyBd 

ai from ■ hopetaee poNlion on hta recent hurdas ddxit at 

Vfineanten prfl and this irudi greeter fast of stamina may 
to improve Nm thourfi in truth H needs to He b namwty 
profarred » Sfc tfeatmerts. 


). 


A 
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Hendry to retire after Euro 2000 


the SCOTLAND defender Colin 
Hendry intends to retire from 
international football after the 
2000 European Championship. 
The 33-year-old Rangers centre- 
back will miss the home quail- ' 
tiers against Bosnia this 
Saturday and the Czech Re- 
pubhc a week cm Wednesday as, 
he recovers from an ankfemjuiy ' 

Hendry said: M Mv aim is to 
go to Euro 2000 and then [re- 
tire] after that I have 38 -cap's 
now and \ would love to make ’ 
50 and enter the Hall of Fame. 

Then I will have two years 
left on my contract, and it’s a 
crucial time because 1 must 


Bv Ken Gaunt 


give myself every chance to 
keep playing. I’ve always done 
myself justice for Scotland, but 
staying on after that could be 
a bridge too far." 

Hendry was 27 when he won 
his first cap, against Estonia in 
May 1903, but he became such 
a formidable figure that he 
went on to captain Scotland in 
the'Wbrid Cup finals last year. 
Afyear afterhis debotbe helped 
Blackburn to win the Premier- 
ship tide. However; it was always 

Jbls ambition to finish his career 
in his homeland -he was born 


in Keith - and he left Ewood 
Park last summer for Rangers. 
Hendry signed a four-year deal 
after a £4m move, but his 
progress this season has been 
hampered faya series tfirguries. 

His Rangers team-mate, 
Barry Ffcrguson, could have 
played his last game at club and 
international level this season. 
The 21-year-atd midfielder is 
suffering from a pelvic problem 
and he will now visit a special- 
ist in London today. 

While disappointed that Fer- 
guson is ruled out, the Scotland 
manager Craig Brown, is com- 
forted by the fact that he has a 


Sherwood set 


to shed tag 


of nearly man 


IT SEEMS harsh to describe 
anyone who has captained his 
dub to the Premiership title as 
a nearly man, but as for as Tim 
Sherwood and England are 
concerned that is exactly what 
heis: six times he was called up 

by his country when Terry Ven- 
ables was in charge, never 
making it further than one ap- 
pearance on the substitutes’ 
bench - and even that was for 
the ill-fated match in Dublin 
that was -abandoned owing to 
crowd disturbances'. 

Now. four years later; having 
left Blackburn Rovers after 
seven eventful seasons, Sher- 
wood is back in the reckoning 
again and, thanks partly to an 
ipjury to his former Blackburn 
club-mate David Batty, he 
seems as near to getting a 
taste of the action on Saturday 
against Poland as hehas-ever 
been. 

“I haven't really thought 
about playing,” he fibbed 
earnestly during a 10-minute for 
quisition at England’s training 
headquarters in Bucking- 
hamshire yesterday.' “At the 
moment I'm just in the squad, 
and I've been in the' squad be-., 
fore. But it was a surprise to be 
called up. 

“I don't thinkyou ever expect 
it, and the longer it goes you 
think maybe it has passed by. 
But a new manager with new 
ideas obviously gives you a 
chance. All you can do is just 
play well for your club and 
hope the manager in charge 
fancies you.” 

Sherwood, who for the most 
part looked as though he takes 
as much pleasure in talking 
about himself as he does in los- 
ing football matches, celebrat- . 
ed his 30th birthday last month, 
12 years after turning profes- 
sional with Graham Taylor's 
Watford just up the road from 
his home town of St Albans. 
From there he moved on to 
Norwich City before becom- 
ing one of Kenny Dalglish’s 
first signings for Blackburn. 

Chris Sutton soon followed 1 
Sherwood from Carrow Road to 
Ewood Park and subsequent - 
championship gloiy, and even 
though Sherwood is now back 
home, living with his Italian giri- 
friend in the house he built and 
maintained all the way through - 
his time at Blackburn, the two 
players' paths just seem des- 
tined to cross. 

Sherwood won one England 
B cap, against the Republic of 
Ireland in 1994. in a team that 
included Sutton, and now that . 
Sherwood has been recalled to' 
the foil squad, guess who has 
been recalled with him? Black- 


Adam Szreter meets the former 
Blackburn captain facing a surprise 
call-up to England duty on Saturday 


bum fens would shudderat the 
thought, but what price Sutton 
joining Sherwood at 'White Hart 
Lane before too long? 

Shprwnnri hi mselt Claims his 
move to Tottenham a couple of 
months ago was not because he 
was anxious to get away from 
his former dub, despite all the 
bad blood spilt over Roy Hodg- 
son's departure earlier in the 
. season. Sherwood, hke Sutton, 
has never been one of life’s 
- shrinking violets and he was an 
outspoken critic of Hodgson's 
regime. Nevertheless, once the 
manager had left there ap- 
peared no reason for Sher- 
wood not to stay. 

T never said I wanted to 
leave Blackburn," he said yes- 
terday. “I was negotiating a 
new contract and they decided 
they wanted to let me go. And 
. the way it’s turned out, I can’t 
really complain.” Sherwood 


7 don't think you 
■ [ever expect a call-up, 
and the longer it goes 
■ you think maybe it 
• has passed you by. 

-. But a new manager, 

■ with new ideas, 
obviously gives you 
a chance 1 


was cup-tied and had to sit 
and watch as his new team- 
mates carried o’ff the Wor- 
Jbfogton Cup last Sunday but 
already he has an FA Cup semi- 
final to look forward to after six 
"losing quarter-finals. 

• “Everyone knows whafs ex- 
pected at the dub,” he said, sug- 
. gesting that, in George 
Graham, he has finally found a 
manager to compare with his 
JdoJL Dalglish. “The players 
know what the manager wants, 
frightened might be the wrong 
word but they know what the 
mana g er expects and everyone 
knows their job.” 

If Sherwood does play on 
Saturday he seems likely to oc- 
cupy the defensive midfield po- 
. sition, normally the domain of 
Paul Ince or Batty. While it is 
not exactly Sherwood's forte, 
given his penchant for getting 
forward, making chances and 
scoring important goals, there 
are plenty of Premiership 


strcxigmidfiekl pool Gary McAl- 
lister; who captained the side 
before missing the Wbrid Cup 
finals because of a serious knee 
injury, is back in the squad for 
the first time fo 16 months. 

Brown said: “It is frustrating 
for Barry arid for Scotland that 
he is injured because he has 
been coming along weH Nowit 
looks as though he may be out 
far the bulk of the rest of the sea- 
son if not the whole of it 

“But at least we have good 

COver in mirifiriri with the Hites 
of McAllister; 'Paul Lambert, 
David Hopkin and Ian. Dur- 
rani.” 


The Wimbledon goalkeeper 
Neil Sullivan is likely to retain 
his place, with the Leicester 
defender Matt Elliott replacing 
Hendry. The Everton striker 
Don Hutchison looks set to 
mala* his debut and partner 
Aberdeen’s Eoin Jess up front 
Uefe, the governing body of 
European football, has reject- 
ed an appeal from the Football 
Association ofWales against fee 
decision to stage Whies’ Euro 
2000 qualifier a^inst Denmark 
in June at Anfield. Uefa gave 
the FAW permission to play 
Euro 2000 qualifiers against 
Italy wnd Denmark at Anfield, 


but after the Italy game the 
FAW asked the association to 
reverse its initial derision and 
allow the Denmark match to be 
staged atNinian Farit; Cardiff, 
instead. 

Uefa ruled last month that 
the Denmark g ame should 
remain at Anfield, because 
foere were “no urgent sporting 
or organisational reasons” for 
switching it anti has -now 
thrown out the FAW appeal 

a gainst that fl ecisdOD. 

The European body has 
deferred a decision on the 
Republic of Ireland’s Euro 2000 
qualifier in Macedonia until 



Hendry: Iqjury problems 


opponents who would testify to 
Sherwood's tackling ability and 
the player himself sees no great 
problem. 

“I don’t mind where I play,” 
he said. “At Spurs now weVe got 
Steffen Freund playing that 
holding role which allows me to 
go forward a bit more, but if you 
play in midfield you’ve got to 
work hard for the team and if 
the ball’s there to be won you’ve 
got to win it I don't think I can 
change my game. The manag- 
er has picked me on the basis 
of how I play for my club and I 
don’t think playing interna- 
tional football would change 
me.” 

Apart from Sutton, Sher- 
wood has been able to link up 
with several former and current 
team-mates, not to mention 
David Beckham, the other play- 
er involved in a controversial in- 
cident at Old Trafford earlier in 
the season which resulted in 
Sherwood being sent oft. 
Whether those two have fol- 
lowed the lead ofRobbie Fowler 
and Graeme Le Saux fay kiss- 
ing and making up remains un- 
known, but Sherwood is 
evidently relishing being back 
in the international fold. 

“The atmosphere is relaxed 
but Pm sure towards the end of 
the week it might get a bit 
more intense. At the moment 
it's just a question of getting 
everyone together and getting 
a bit of spirit 

“You don’t want to be too 
blase straight away." he added 
in reference to his own com- 
portment Sherwood is widely 
perceived as a strong charac- 
ter and an excellent leaden 
“You’ve got to get a rapport 
going with the other players but 
IT try to be myself as eariy as 
possible and try to enjoy it” 

Asked whether it frit strange 
to be playing as a foot soldier 
again after spending so long as 
a captain, Sherwood replied: “I 
still play the same game 
whether I'm wearing the arm- 
band or not” - but the serious 
reply only came after he had 
mischievously misinterpreted a 
question folly intended to relate 
to his new club. “It’s a bit early 
for me to captain England,” he 
said, smiling. “But maybe one 
day.” 

Whether he does or not if he 
wins iris first cap on Saturday the 
convenient “nearly man of Eng- 
land" tag will have to be written 
out of Sherwood's story forever. 



Tim Sherwood training at Bisham Abbey yesterday. 1 haven't thought about playing’ he says David Ashdown 


Mols 
set foi 
major 


BY HUGH MCHUGH 3* Si 


today. Saturday’s match may 
be cancelled because of the 
threat ofNato air strikes against 
Serb troops in neighbouring 
Kosovo. 


THE UTRECHT coadv 
Wotte, believes Michael Mob 
can make as much. Impact at 
Ibrc« as Henrik Larsson has at 
Celtic. Mols will join Rangers tr- 
uest season from 

* 5 : 


Sharpe shipped back to Bradford Fifa’s summer game 


BRADFORD CITY are bringing 
Lee Sharpe home from the Ital- 
ian club Sampdoria today in 
one of the deadline’s most in- 
triguing transfers, writes Alan' 
Nixon. The former Manchester 
United and Leeds wjnger will 
join Raul Jewell’s dub on loan for 
the rest of the season after a 
short stint inSerieA 

Sharpe moved to Genoa dur- 
ing David Plattfs brief reign, 
but is not in the dub’s long-term 
plansand hopes toresunect his ' 
career at Bradford. Sharpe still 
has property in Leeds and his 
signing is ideal for both playier 
and dub. 

Aston Villa manager John 
Gregory acted yesterday to try., 
to halt hisdub’sdSre run of form 
fcy signing Scottish intematiqn- - 
al defender Colin Calderwood , 
from Tbttenham Hotspun 

Calderwood, 34, signed ip a" 


£225,000 pounds deal that sees 
Villa- take over his contract 
which runs until the end of next 
season, the dub said. The Scot, 
normally a centre back, played 
. mostly in Spurs' midfield last 
season but has played only once 
since December. . 

- VQla have picked up just one 
print from their last eight games 
and are shot of cover at the back 
after learning that Ugo Ehiogu 
was likely to miss toe rest of the 
season after fracturing his eye 
socket in January. 

.Kevin Campbell is signing 
■for Everton from the Turkish 
dub, TVabzonspoc Campbell re- 
fused to play again for the club 
■aftierlhe president referred to 
him as a "cannibal". Everton wfll 
not have' to paya fee for Camp- 
bell, who was on flying home lak 
night after discussions with 
Everton manager Walter Smith. 


Campbell is now in line for a 
debut against Liverpool and 
Smith was last night also trying 
to sign Michael Thomas from 
Benfica, on loan. Thomas, for- 
merly with Liverpool, is available 
and Graeme Souness has given 
him permission to speak to 
Everton. The Everton manager 
is making way for more business 
by loaning the striker Michael 
Brandi to Birmingham City. 

Liverpool are signing Erich 
Mejjei; the Dutch striker; on a 
pre-contract as part of Gerard 
Houllier’s planned revolution. 
Mrijei; 29, has agreed to join the 
Anfield dub in the summer 
when his current contract ex- 
pires in Germany where he 
plays for Bayer Leverkusen. 

He is an obvious replace- 
ment for unsettled Karlheinz 
Riedte and is content to sign de- 
spite competition for places from 


Michael Owen and Robbie 

Fowler. 

Meijer was pursued by sev- 
eral English dubs and valued at 
around £2m earlier in the season. 
However he waited to exploit the 
Bosnian rule and has got his 
wish with a move to Liverpool. 
Riedte is likely to return home 
after gro wing disillusfane d with 
hisIadkofopportunifyatAiifirid. 
Despate an impressive record he 
has only played a handful of 
games in two seasons. 

Alex Ferguson, the Man- 
chester United manage^ has val- 
ued Terry Cooke, his winger at 
£L5m. Cooke is currently on 
loanatUnited'sproniotianchas- 


Juventusare set to offer more 
than ?20m for Arsenal's French 
striker, Nicolas Anelka, accord- 
ing to the country’s two leading 
sports newspapers. Corriere 


deUa Sport said Juventus have 
offered Arsenal S5bn Italian lire 
for the earoid, and 

are now prepared to raise that 
sum after he scored both goals 
in Ranee's 2-fl win over England 
at Wembley last month. 

Jim Smith may be set to beat 
Deity’s transfer record with a 
£3m move for Seth Johnson. 
Smith has talked to Dario Gradi, 
toe Crewe manager; about the 
20-year-old midfielder 
Edinho, the Bradford striker; 
who spent time on loan at Dun- 
fermline, has returned to Ffor- 
togal to join Second Division 
leaders Fortomenusu Sporting 
Chibe on a free transfer. 

Dennis Wyness, the Ab- 
erdeen midfielder has a greed a 

two-year deal to stay at Pittodrie. 

Dundee’s Scotland under-2i 
wingec Iain Anderson, has 
joined Chelsea for t rials 


MICHEL PLATINI, who is mas- 
terminding the plans of world 
football’s governing body. Fife, 
to modernise the game, has 
supported the idea of a “sum- 
mer season” from February to 
December in order to improve 
the chances of a biennial World 
Cup. 

“To achieve this goal we 
must reform the calendar to re- 
store thecredibaify of national 
teams," PJatini said in L’Equipe, 
the French sports newspaper, 
yesterday. He suggested the so- 
lution could be “a summer sea- 
son, which would start in 
February and would finish earfy 
in December;” 

“It will not be easy because 
of the concentration of the 
dates of European cups, the 
dropping of die Confedera- 
tions Cup and of the Intercon- 
tinental Cup to be replaced by 


a club World Cup, but it will 
help players get a real one- 
month break in the winter,” 
Platini said. 

The new calendar could 
start in 2005 to allow a World 
Cup to be held in 2006. Platini 
has also discussed, with Sepp 
Blatter; the Fife president, the 
idea of a Centenary Cup in 
2004 to be played between the 
seven Wbrid Cup winners - 
Uruguay, Italy, Germany, 
Brazil, England. Argentina and 
France. Fife will celebrate its 
centenary In 2004. 

Radomir Antic will return 
as the coach of Atietico Madrid 
on a 15-month contract, ac- 
cording to the dub president, 
Jesus Gil. Antic, who guided 
Atietico to a Spanish League 
and Cup double in the 1995-96 
season, but left the dub two 
years later 


Sven- Goran Eriksson has., 
extended his contract as coach 
of Lazio, ItafyS SerieA leaders, 
until June 2002, in a deal worthy 
at least twice his current salary \ 
“The deal has been , reached, - " 
even if I haven't signed anything 
yet Til be Lazio's coach untQ -. 
June 2002,” Eriksson said 
yesterday. 

“There’s no print sayingT® . 

happy I fought fo get the job two 

seasons ago and I've neves' 
hidden my desire to stay” 
Eriksson reached the deal with 
the Lazio owner, Sergo Crag- 
notti. In Rome on Monday 

night His salary will be almost 
12b Italian lire (£4xn) for three 

years. The 51-year-old Swette 
has guided Lazio to the. topfrf 
the Italian League for the first- 
time in 25 years and into the., 
semi-final of the Cup Winners’ 
Cup this season. - . 'V 


I 


urns 


Cu 


Dutch international striker is ' 
leaving because of the intaace 
he has had at the dub, Wotte is 
warning Scottish defences fiat ■ 
Mols can emulate the proHfc- 
Swede, Larsson, whose 35 v 
goals have been the highfight of 
Celtic’s season. .- >* 

“I know Scottish footbofi and - - 
that Michael will score between 

20 to SO goals a season,” Wgfte 
said. “He is as good as Larsson 
and has the exact same quali- 
ties as a player, even though M 
their styles are very different. 

“Larsson tikes to run at de- - W 
fences from left or right and . 
Michael is a much more central 

pfay<* -“V- 

“He plays with his back to - i . 
goal and that fe a very; veryfo- . 
portant because he cari fink 
with players moving forward^ 
from midfield. 

“He can be just as influential 
for Rangers as Larsson is at '• 
Celtic. One thing is for sure, vre - ^ 
will be unable to buy auofiier-^H; 
striker of his quality." ' ."v ‘- Jf- 
The Sheffield Wednesday <- 
manager; Danny W3fian^vnw-.j%. : 
toM yesterday that he must 
a fee for St Johnstone’s Phffip 
Scott if he wants to sighttw 
midfielder before tomorrow^ . 
transfer deadline. ■ % 

Saints say Wednesday h£ve : 
made a “derisory" ofiK^for - ^* ; 
Scott, although the Scottfeh : ;. " 
Premier League side happyto 
let the 24-year-old . leave -?r 
McDiarmid Park on a free 
transfer in the summer Under -f' 
the Bosman ruling. 

Wilson has already agreed 
terms with the Scotland Under- ' 

21 international who has' sijgfi«r ' 

a pre-contract agreement, ^ 
along with the Celtic pah; 

ODonnell and Simon ‘ 

fy, who did so last week. ' ^ -%JL 
As is the case with tbe Bhoys 
duo, the Owls are not wfllingto^; 
part with enough moneys' tri py - 
prise any of the three playeraEI#; 
away from their respectrreflS^i; 
dubs. The St Johnstone 
aging director; Stewart Ihzffri«j|£' 
said- “They hove made an offer 5Jj§|; 
which we have turned down, 
fact what they have offered 
would not be half of the player’s v # 
wages for a season. 'p . 

“What we are asking is not 
unreasonable and we are qdte 
prepared to keep the player p- 
until the end of the season if . ■ 

necessary. • ” • . «*■ 

“Sheffield Wednesday are 
losing out on having & good ' 
player for a couple of months, - > 
while Philip is losing out on a f - : 

couple of months’ experience in .li- 

the Premiership. 

“The pressure is alL on. • ^ 
Sheffield Wednesday to sigh .fy 
him, not on us to seD him. If they 4 --. 
want him they will have to f 
come and get him.” 

Both Wilson and the player’s " l\ 
agent are stifl confident a deal- 
can be struck, with Wednesday . *£- 
looking for a lift to their squad % 
after a run of four successive 
defeats. - : . ;;V~ 

Wilson said; “We’ve agreed ■"£ - 
personal terms and, like wife 'IF 
the Celtic pair, he will either - 
come before the transfer dead- - ^ 
fine or in the summer 
■Tm very hopeful, though, 
that this will go through before ^ 
-Thursday. Philip is a qualify 
player with a good goalscoring- *f. : 
record from midfield and an . jji; 
ideal replacement for Jim Mag; ^g jj fe - 
fl ton. ” Magilton joined 
on Monday for £700,006. . 


t» 

• ; 




.! :jrir 

vu tor .401 
. -...v+l am M 
rui 
. ..J rturi 
j'.-MrtX! 
i .finlbfl 

. • ^l“» 


f/f .. . 




; .1 J 

\LW1irti. i 
.s U’tmtf 

si 

Mi 

-.puuftot a 


O-.* i ’ ■ 


P.S'M.v: 


p--'' : ' 


yZS.v • ‘ '• ' ' 




t-uJ h " 

■Atm 

* T—» 

r>M«tcr i 

■ >» 


Iter 


irh:.!v.. \ 



UvfMMS 


>r . ..... 




r-ci J'! 


a.. ; 

^rr-r.tKr v 
wjs-r. ; I. .. 
*3 v.’P'.v.; ..." 


Tb 
lWiMrai teM 

Ti flvm- 
< -r 9 TTK*p a 

i 

a 


•tfth m 


in iu.« i...... 

v, V 

h,T.. 


nv \m l 
.fJ IVmfrWWS 





of 


^ - 5’«v..- 


. Ai-. 


; un | i m 

:::riudtn«Ufai 
n,<bttop(-rki 
h'-girv* on ttw 
-ii the W 

unu rnw 

drmaiydtou 
irf W 
run al 
t» nr« 
-tirtfirr W 









JOOAv v 










. i 




OKI |«MM . Mg 









L'}* K ■ a 


as., — 


**«***: 

*mi 

KISsissa! 

mm 

2SS 










H1 * iN’m,. 


* 0 - 







t 

* *e*isM v,*.*n 
smm & «jr f, 
ttfr*iKMi>4 
T*WfiW*»>UiisM: 


• , "1A 


Hut. 



;... 'I'. 1 "' , rom 
. ■ • •* 

its- • 
t ■" 1 




i, 1 

• '■'■'•••HJIl 



\\ 







...!. 





. v,'.: -• 




i:k-' 


tnei 


. o ain ! 


r£>. ' - s’ 
ri i- 1 " v 

' 

*, '«•■» 7 

+fi* 

v=- >v 

-J ii. ; T.' 

*Sr v '■’ 

Oj 

V.r 

.v* :•• • r 
. #>• ■ 




i - ,4 




. y 



the independent 

^Mflesday 24 March Ijjgg 


SPORT/27 


Rusedski 
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to Cup 
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GREG RUSEDSKI, in com- 
mon with Tim Henman, was left 
to rue missed opportunities at 
teDptoi Chanipiftngh^hfif |> 
. and tarn his attention to the 
Davis Cup tie against the TTmf- 
ed States at the Natiotal Indoor 
Arena, in Bir mingharn next 
week. 

Rusedski appeared to be on 
course for a place in the quar- 
terfinals until his serve wa- 
v**ed during a fourth-round 
n-ftch against Germany's 
Nicolas Kiefer Two points from 
victory at 5-4 in the second set, 
Rusedski subsequently dou- 
ble-fanlted to give Kiefer the in- 
centive to level the m«tr4i 

Another double-fault gave 
Kiefer the initiative to break for 
2-3 in the third set, and three 
mrae virtually handed the Ger- 
many the mati4t at 2-5. Kiefer 
won, 4-6, 7-5, 6-2. 

‘At least it didn’t happen in 
the Davis Cup,” Rusedski said. 
“That would be a little bit more 
disappointing. I just have to 
take the positive.” 

Henman is in a similar situ- 
ation. wishing be were still 
here in Florida competing for 
world ranking points while rear 
s *mng that a brief rest wOl do 
ivyharm before preparing far 
Bi rmingham 

The American media has 
been doing its best to play down 
the importance of the Davis 
Cup, suggesting that Britain 
are as good as through to the 
second round of the World 
Group with a home tie against 


tennis 


by John Roberts 

in Key Biscayne, Florida 


Andre Agassi, both o f whom de- 
clined selection. Rusedski is 
not fooled by such talk, pointing 
out that Todd Martin and Jim 
Courier; backed by Jan-Mfcbad 
Gambol and the donbte&spe- 
ciafist Alex O'Brien, add up to 
a formidable squad (with a 
combined head-to-head lead of 
13-2 against the Britons). 

“One guy’s in the top 10 
[Martin], and another player's 
a former No l [Courier],” 
Rusedski said. “I think it’s a lit- 
tle bit of games going on. If we 
play well, X think we have a good 
chance to win, and we’re 
favoured It’s not going to be an 
easy tie at alL It's going to be a 
very difficult match. 

“Martin this year has played 
better than any of the American 
players so fan Courier and Gam- 
bill have probably been the most 
solid behind him. Agassi realty 
hasn’t played that weD yet tins 
yeai; and this is the first week 



Martina Hingis, of Switzerland, plays a forehand in her 6-4, 6-2 fourth-round defeat of Marlene Weing&rtiies; a German quatifien yesterday AFP 


tm g bade his farm a bit," 
Courier is the type whose 
pride will relish the challenge 
of taking centre stage for his 
country. “Exactly;” Rusedski 
said “He’s been in those situ- 
ations. Sometimes in Davis 
Cup it doesrft came down to foe 
best tennis in the worid; ft 
comes down to the one who can 


guts it out a bit more. That 
might make the difference.” 

ButwhH and B fenman aym 

consulted about the type of in- 
door surface to be used in 
Birmmgam and agreed that 
hard court painted cm wood 
similar to the one at the ATP 
TOUT Championship in 
Hanover; seemed to be the best 
option, evm though it would ap- 
pear to suit both sets of players. 
Would Rusedski not have pre- 
ferred a fast carpet on which to 
unleash his serve? 


“Originally; we were hying to 
put down a GreenSet court Hke 
the London event in Battersea. 
We’ve practised an itat Queen’s 
Chib. It didn’t bounce. 

Hie court didn't come off 
properly like it does at the Bat- 
tersea events decided just to 
go to the Hanover court, which 
is a very fair court Theball 
kicks tg), you am sBce it; it gives 
you time to make some re- 
turns indoors. 

“They’re obviously good 
players. Todd plays well 


whether it's tow boundnft high 
bouncing indoors. We know we 
have a tough point there. And 
with Jim being a former No i, 
it’s going to be difficult \feTl find 
onion the weekend whether it 
was a good selection or not” 
Sampras may be giving the 
Davis Cupanriss, but he is back 
on top of the world in spite of 
being overwhelmed in yester- 
day’s quarter-final against 
Richard Krqjicek. the 1996 
Wimbledon champion, 6-2, 7-6. 
Carios Maya’s reign at No 1 


ended after be was defeated by 
Sebastien Grosjean, a deter- 
mined Frenchman, ranked No 
74, and Alex Correia was un- 
able to lift the fatten Spanish 
flag, losing to Sweden’s Thomas 
Enqvist 

Marcelo Rios, whose glori- 
ous visft to the IJpton last year 
ended with Chile celebrating its 
first world No 1, went out with 
a whimper this time, crashing 
to the Slovakian Dominik 
Hrbaty in the fourth round, 6-2, 
66 . 


Martina Hingis and Steffi 
Graf stayed on course for a pos- 
sible meeting in Sunday’s 
women's singles final. Hingis, 
the world No l. advanced the 
quarterfinals, defeating Mar- 
lene Weingaitner, a 19-year- 
(fid German qualifier, 6-0, 62, 
and Graf; seeded No 7, reached 
the last eight with a 6-2, 6-4 win 
against Natasha Zvereva, who 
defeated her in the third round 
at Wimbledon last year Graf 
has won her last 21 matches at 

the Lipton 


McRae 

victory 

hopes 

raised 


RALLYING 


COLIN Mi’JtAE'S hopes of vic- 
tory in the Rally of Portugal 
were unexpectedly boosted 
yesterday when officials were 
forced to cancel the clay's last 
two stages because of fears for 
the safety of spectators. 

Rally officials took the un- 
usual derision amid concern 
that with tens of thousands of 
fans flocking to the stages, to 
the south of Porto, spectators 
might spill on to roads an which 
the cars would be thundering 
past at speeds of over iiwmph. 

MeKa*\ who has survived re- 

krttikss fancssure from hi*, rivals 
since tatoig the lead on Sunday 
- the opening day: will take a 32- 
seeond lead into the final day 
today as he pursues as a sec- 
ond successive victory ui his 
Ford Focus. The Scut with- 
stood the efforts of the Tbjuta 
drivers, Carios Sainz and 
Didier AurioL who chipped 
away at the advantage of 50 sec 
onds he had built up. 

The 30->var-old could not 
register a single best tune on 
the stages yeslenfciy in iuntrast 
to the first two days when he 
was quickest in six out of nine 
stages. The 1995 worid cham- 
pion is confident his k-nd will be 
enough with just four stages 
left, even though both Auriol 
and Sainz set a series of quick 
est times yesterday. Sainz re- 
gained second place on the 
last stage before the abandon- 
ment with Auriol less than two 
seconds further back. 

Richard Burns is fourth in a 
Subaru, just under a minute 
down on McRae, having also 
recorded a couple of fastest 
times. Tbmmi Makinen, the 
worid champion, benefeed torn 
a coujfie of retirements os he 
moved foam ninth to fifth forMit- 
subishi, but he trails the leader 
by almost 90 seconds. 


Salter relieves prop crisis at Broncos 


THE LONDON Broncos have 
filled thear front row vacancy by 
re-signing thefr former Great 
Britain Academy prop. Matt 
Salta; and putting tam straight 
in* ‘Saturday’s Challenge Cup 
senii-final against Castfeford. 

Salter left the dub to play 
rugby union farWfest Harfiepool 
at the end of last season, but 
Ixmdas retained his registra- 
tion, enaUmg him to play in the 
Cup immediately 

With their two senior props, 
Darren Bradstreet and Grant 
"Vbupg, both iigured, Salter will 
be on the bench at Headingjey. 
The Broncos coach, Dan 
Stains, has stepped up his 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


BY DAVE HAPFEELD 

attempts to enlist reinforce- 
ments store Vbung broke his leg 
at Sheffirid on Saturday 

“Fm very pleased to be able 
to carry on the work that the 
Broncos had ckme with Matt 
and Tm looking forward to see- 
ing him ixi action,” Stains said. 

Satteg aged 22, and original- 
ly from Blackfaeath, left London 
for a mare lucrative offer from 
AfestHartiepool last Octob«; bat 
that dub’s financial problems 
have left him losing elsewhere. 
He has signed with the Broncos 


for tiie rest of this season and 
wifi then assess his options. - 

It is a si gn of how badly 
stretdiedLondcn are that they 
should be fapfaffing a player 
Qidr coach has not even seen for 
a gamed this importance, but 
Salter wifi act as vital back-up 
for two second rowers, Steele 
Retchless and Shane Mifiard, 
who will be used at prop. 

Their opponents coach, 
Castieford’s Stuart Rapes; does 
not believe that they wifi be 
weakened by the pair’s pres- 
ence in the front row. 

“Fm a big fan of blokes Kke 
that," he said. “They’re not 
ve^ big, but they go forward all 


day and can often be hard to 
tackle.” 

' Rapa* is confident that twO 
of his three caaimitfag Dean 
Sampson and Aaron Rapeq will 
be fit for the semi-finaL There 
are still doubts about Danny 
On; whose chances Raper de- 
scribes as no better than even. 

“He’s more confident than I 
am, but Fm told he’s a quick 
healer,” he said of his stand- 
offs knee injury 

Salford have launched an 
internal disciplinary inquiry 
into Andy Gregory’s latest 
threat to resign. Super 


hinted strongly that he would 


leave after his side’s defeat at 
Wakefield on Sunday but with- 
drew the threat on Monday. 

Yesterday; however; the 
dub’s board of directors said 
that they were “disappointed” 
by his remarks after the match. 

“His comments were not in 
the best interests of the chib 
and its supporters,” said a 
statement from Salford. Gre- 
gory has been in trou- 
ble with the board before, 
although there is unlikely to be 
any immediate question of 
sacking him, partly because 
the dub’s chairman, John 
Wilkinson, is away until the 
end of the week. 


Patience could have worn 
thin with Gregory’s outspo- 
ken behaviour; but sacking 
him could be an expensive ex- 
ercise and, despite ctying^ wefif 
an several occasions, he shows 
no sign of going of his own 
volition. 

Tbe Halifax utility player; 
Martin Moana, who missed 
part of last season with a bro- 
ken arm, has suffered a similar 
injury in the victory over Hud- 
dersfield at the weekend. 

The St Helens forward, Paul 
Davidson, has been suspended 
for two matches for the reckless 
use of his forearm in the match 
against Gateshead cm Sunday. 


‘Fifth major’ provides local cheer for Duval 
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IF THE first major peak of the 
season comes in two weeks 
tL ie with the Masters at Au- 
gusta, there remains a sizeable 
foothill to be scaled here this 
week. The Kayos’ Champi- 
onship has consi derable mer- 
its but does not foil easDy into 
anypartiaiiarcalego^ 
nameht As David Duval tried 
to explain: “It’s a big, estab- 
lished, important" - pause - 

“near major" 

Whatever has gone before 
this season, and Duval was at 

the centre of much of it by win- 


BASKETBALL 

NBA: kx&ar»90U£etwgt)o<iB6;NewJe-- 
1 06 Ibramo 87; Atlanta 80 New^ Vbrk 
71; la Lakers 96 Danas 93: Houston 1 10 
jgpamemo 10ft MOwaukee 1 1S Detroit 
86: Phoenfc 89 Vancouver 84: Senate 92 
PHbdetphia 76. 
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BOXING 

■lu&tS'lPtands. the British heavy 
wdgte champion who beat Pete Reid 
03 retain Ms crown In London in tov 
has been handed a shot at the 


FOOTBALL 

7-30 tmlex. sroietf 

NmuenaM! league 
F ffiST MVISKiN 
““ddenfckl v Norwich (7-451 - 


(WnOMWlDC CONrmEMCE 

■vresr Green v Kingstoniw (7.45J 

SWflSH LEAGUE fWST MVI5KM 

”4n*on»^r(7.A5) 

aynebank v Greenock Morton (7 .45] .. 
geilWrtH«sajP S «uA-OMl (Inclqp 
“Won Utfl v Sutton CoiiflleW. 
f«8S A JOURNAL HIGHLAND 
Fonts Mechanics v cow 
ftewere; Romes v Buctie Thistle [8.0J. 
t *55UE OF JBMJBS: Cwmarthen Town 
^WtanantffraM. 

LEAGUE Rfft P M Mon t Cmy 
“? n v Lhbridge. s*e«wi WuSMon: Har- 
HentiSOTpitewL TWitl DMrioo: 
SowlBD V OoydSiAaitetlC 

LEAGUE First MsMe« 
gggftw RA V Great Harwood: Befrery 
Jpffwo. league Cup fionrtfa roowfe 

g* Mw rrms mwue natend »- 

Ontlertort v Hinckley Uttfc Riget 


GOLF 


BY ANDY FARRELL 
in Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida 

nmg twice on the West Coast, 
including a last round 59 at the 
Bob Hope Classic, the real staff 
begins on the Stadium Course 
at the TPC of Sawgrass to- 
morrow. Not onty is the lay-out 
a demanding test but the first 
prize of $600,000 (£560,000) is 
hardly run of the mill. 

That is around double what 
the winner will receive at An- 


Europeafl title. Rands will light the 
Croatian Zeljto Mavrewic for tne belt 
which has been reflnquished by Vi- 
tail KUtschko. the mandatory chal- 
lenger for Herbie Hide's VtfBO dtfe. 
Frtnds has foughr Mawcwic before 
-when he was stopped In the : right 
round in Vienna In February 1997. 
Manchester’s Michael Bratfie has 
been ordered bo make the next de- 
fence of Ms European supe£fc*v- 
tamweighc title against the British 
champion F*tri<* fAjfflngs, Prom Har- 


TODAYS FIXTURES 


v Wfeb«h- SootberaMtestoaBrack- 
ley v RaiHidK St Leonwtis v Cbiby 
JEMSQH WESS EX LEAC UE Hnt «- 
wfstoiu Rjrertafn ^PwtsmouatRi'i; n«n- 
ue ASSC V East Cowes Vtes. Leagu* 
Cop Mcnad tag: Easddgh « . 

Cowes Sports. 

IfHLSPOJCT UNITED COUNTIES 
LEASE Plunder DJwUgie Iflwley v 5 
A L Corby. 

■nojET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE 

PbseBMdnnJEasibounieTlwnvPoiT- 

iWd; Hassocks * Salttlaan. 

scREwnxixREcriEAauEPRMiv 
pwwaii: Mwwfl m V BridporL 
liOirm WESTERN TRAINS LEAGUE 
nn* DMsIoa; leek C508 v Newcastle 
Tbwn; St Hefcn* w Sairont 
UpamBW QOtINTBS MSI LEAGUE 
gSSErPMttan Hallam > Button. 
ARNOTT DtStHtANCE NCWTHERN 
LEAGUE Rim Penrith w 

srsS'™-"- 


gusta in a fbrtni^afs time but 
the very proximity to Masters 
diminishes the prestige of an 
event often referred to as the 
“fifth major”. “If you gave me 
a choice,” said Duval, “Td 
choose four others to win first 
It doesrft have the name [of a 
major championship!- But ft 
does have one of the best fields 
of the year” 

Duval was born in Jack- 
sonville and still fives in the 
area, just down the AlA high- 
way from Sawgrass. “I grew up 
watching this tournament,” 


CRICKET 

THREE-NATION ONE-OAT TOUHNA- 
MEKT [Dhaka, Bagladaoti): 2bnbabwe 
2 BO for 6 (50 overs; N Johnson 101. A 
Flower 73): Kenya 218 lor 8 (50 overs: S ■ 
Tfteto 78, M Odumbe 50: G Rower 4-33): 
to by Mi 


said the 27-year-old. “I used to 
sit on the hfll behind the prac- 
tice range watching guys hit 
balls for hours. This wifi prob- 
ably be one erf the most difficult 
victories for me to achieve in 
my career because it’s at home. 
I don’t try to put extra pressure 
on myself, but I probably do.” 

After a winning spree of nme 
victories in the last 18 months, 
Duval is pushing Tiger Wbods 
at the top of the world rankings. 
Many feel Duval, despite not 
w inning a mqor c hampio nship, 
should be the current No L The 


American is not that bothered. 
“Being No 1 is not something 
Tm concerned about because 
the system is not perfect,” 
Duval said. “I don’t want to crit- 
icise it too much because I 
don’t have a better solution." 

Also, maybe, because the 
rankings are run by Duval’s 
own management company 
IMG. Last wed: "Woods was pre- 
sented with the McCormack 
TTOphy; named after IMG boss 
Mark McCormack, as the play- 


No 1 in 1998. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


rs pursuit champion, has set 
UOWbrtcT • 


CYCLING 

Using the test boards of the Man- 
chester Velodrome to fall effect, 
Derek Hodglres. the 65-yea r-oM 
St o c k port veteran who is the world 


Add (7.0): Stockport v Bradford (7.0): 
Vtfreihvn v Shrewnbwy (7-0): York v Lin- 
coln (7.0). TUrd DMsfan: Dartngron v 
Haifa* (2.0): Hu# v Wfalsal P-ffl: Rochdale 
v Wigan (2.0): Scunthorpe v Bury (7.0). 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINH10N 
First dMsLmk Barnet v Northampton 
(2.0); Chariton v Swindon (2.0): Colch- 
ester w Brentford (2.0): Fu&am v Peter- 
borough (2.0); Southampton v Brighton; 
Wmbledon v Portsmouth: Wycombe v 
Watford (2.0). 


RUGBY UNION 
AIB LEAGW SoGood PIvWoib Dun- 
gannon v Matone f7,0). 


BASKETBALL 
BU U WB SS t LEAOUE: Baby SBonn v 
WBRhlng Ben (ank Neweas ‘ 
v London Ibwecs (7.0): Thames 
Tigers u Manchester Gi&rrfS (B.0). 


OTHER SPORTS 

SNOOKHfc Benson and Hed«8 Irish Ma»- 
ten (of Goffs. «tf. Co KOdcur). 
SQUASH: British Open (arfifrmfcgbom). 


masters I 

a new Ud World hour record with 
42.0457km. 

TOUR Of CA H U OH IA Socaod tag 
IT 69km, Uont da Mar to Canaflo da 
Empvlcal: 1 M fantinl (it) Merutone 
Uno3hr5Gmn41cec2MBoogend{Neih) 
Rabobatec 3 C M MoOer (DenfTVM: 4 W 
Beffi (It) Fesdna: 5 5 Botero (Col) Kekiw- 
Costa Blanca all same time: 6 N Aeher- 
50id Swii) Rabobank +Gsec 7 F Mancebo 
fSp) Banesto: a A Edo fSp) Kdme-Cosa 
Blanca: 9 A'fiaeflopuc (Kazhak) Uquteas: 
lO B Uaskamp (Necn) TVM aH a/t. oJSir- 
an snndfngK 1 Booro 8hr 28roln 
57sec 2 Bdfc 3 Boogpd; 4 MoOer 5 fan- 
Bnl alt s/e • Edo + &sec 7 Mancebo: 8 
D EttetMiria fSp) ONCE-Devtsdie Bank: 
SAebersoiil: lO B2berg Pwft) Rabobank 
aMs/L 

" FOOTBALL 

NETHERLANDS SQUAD fffrlwt dly 
(AZAIkr 

maarj. Stan darSnr (AJW), ta hHlBi 
P Do Boor (Barcelona). VU Mm 
Muse AmlHm], IW dw r (Barcelona], 
Stan (Manchester United), tfcn Mrai 
(Feyenoord). MhUleMn: It do Boor 
(BaicdaB], Coco (Barcelona). PaHH [A>- 
WMPflL Wn Garaol (Peyenocrd). S oado ri 1 
(Real Madrid). Forwards: Borehaom 
(Araenal). Bn—aito (AZ AUtmaar). lOnie- 
ort (Barcelona). Mots (Utrecht). Won 
Mnofavm (PSV Ebidhown). Oman 
(Arsenal), Son Umscr (Feyenoord). Ze»- 
doa (Bucekma). 

nBEKIQr MATCH (Mbrsaoil: Wand 3 
Umkowlak 1. Koocalcsyk 34. Gut og 80) 
Oftnpla Warsaw O. 

aaOteOAV’S LATE WSSLHTS WtlwM* 
Pnofan— n- Hednerfotd 3 Oiedenham 2. 
Xfiuoti Ltagn Premier DMshuu 

1 DuMchaAsZ 

HKcNn 3 WfttHealie 2. UMBaad 

IKWUE Premier Dta ta l ua: Hyde Utd 2 
Friddey a DratosoosLoagBeSoesheni 
THitduiu Chrimafacd Oty 0 Fleet Tbwn 0. 
Sowfh Direct Lttjn Premier 


DMHoa: Keyrtsham 2 WotB 4. Araott 
w— Mortffn I iMm tar IT DtaMom 
BedBngian ferrlers 2 tSescer-le-Street 1 
tawfa I legm LEAGUE Pteata DM. 
stow Blackburn 6 Derby 1: Stole 3 Man- 
chester Utd 1. Leegee Cep wiel nnet* . 
DanmereA Rothertom l. amtena 
Cembtaad— time PMifarctama 2MJ- 
w aH 1:Oete » 3 ReadtagO; Northampton 
2 Brentford 1. 

GOLF 

Jerry McGee, the former Ryder Cup 
player and now at 55 a member of 
Che American Senior Tour, has been 
with cancer and Is to 
surgery on a malignant 
tumour on Ms neck and tongue in 
Pittsburgh today. 

ICE SKATING 
WORLD OlAMPaONSHWS (HeMnfe) 
leo rtinre co H W ii tao t -tesil AKrytareand 


0 OnUnhikar (Rus) 0.4 factored place- 
mmes; 2> SL Seunie and V Kraacz (Can). 
M Antsslna and G Pelzoar JFr) 1.0: 4 I 
Labac hnaa nd 1 Aveffaofch (Rus) 1.6: 5* 

Poll and M Marraj0kwjr??_Z^7 K ittf 
kkr and RLohse^er) 2.B: 8£ Grushina 
and R Goncharov (Uu) 3J; 8 S Nowak 
andSKoUskisM (Pol) lik ION Lang and 
P Tcbernyshev (IIS) 4.0: 17 C Oernencs 
and G Shortiand (GB) fiJ. 

OLYMPIC GAMES 

The Bosnian capital. Sarajevo, will 
officially announce its candidacy to 
host tne 2010 Winter Olympic 
Games on 30 March. 

RALLYING 

RfUiy OF PORTUGAL (Oporto) Lead- 
third day): i c 


(altar ■ 

; (GB) Ford 3hr 23mbi 22,'faec 2 
C Sain* (Sp) Toyota +33sec 3 0 Auriol 


Despite only just rmsstag the 
cut at Bay Hill last week. Woods 
pronounced himself happy with 
his new caddie, Steve Williams. 
A New Zealander who spent 
many years working for Greg 
Norman and Ray Floyd, 
Williams has replaced Mike 
“Fluff” Cowan, who proved a 
steadying influence in TOjods’ 
early days as a pro. 

But the relationship became 
increasing ly strained and now 
only coach Butch Harmon re- 
mains from the 1997 Blasters 
champions original entourage. 


(Ff) Toyota +36.9. 4 R Sums (GB) Sub- 
aru +57.7; 5 T Matunen (Fin) Mitsubishi 
+1nwi 28-Ssec: S B TMry (Bel) Subvu 
+6:19.6: 7 V bat (Tur) loyacs +8:11.1. 
S M Kahle (Ger) Hqoa +a23.». 9 R 
Madeira (Por) Subaru +K51.4: lOPSoL 
berg (Nor) Fort +932.8; TSAMdtae (GB) 
Hyundai +1A-09.0. 

SKIING 

‘fan! Giger is to replace Werner Mar- 

gnti ter as the head coach of the all- 
conquering Austrian men's Alpine 
skflng team. Margretitr is to remain 
with the team in other functions 
while Kari Frehsner will continue 
coaching the equally successful 
women's squad. 

SNOOKER 

BBBOM * HEBCHK HBSH MASTCRS 
(Gslh, HB, Co KBdare) fine round: 

J WTrte (Eng) bt M WBtatm (Wd) 6-2. 

SPEEDWAY 

MOHDAVS LATE RESULTS: EHU 
tofm Oialtaugt rorond tag-.Wotaer- 
rtarnpron 54 Cbrenoy 38 (egg 99-83.1. 
Pnuntar Narlowal IMk Sner 4B5 
Newport 41.5. 

SQUASH 

Fifteen months after breaking his 
back and being told he would nev- 
er play again. Lee Beachfll, 21 . from 
Barnsley, has been selected to rake 
his senior England debut against the 
Rest of the world In the final match 
of the Dunlop SRA lest Series on 
Sunday. 

DUNLOP SR*^ TEST SERBS (Eartand 
v Hast or UN) World): Friday: Lambs 
Club. London, Somday: Edgbasron Ito- 
onr Club. Birmingham. Smair . Abbey- 
dale Park dub. Sbefllekl 


Russians just a 
waltz from win 


ANJELKA KRYLOVA and Oleg 
OvsianmkDV took the lead in the 
ice dance and were helped in 
their quest to retain the worid 
title by an intense tussle for sec- 
ond place yesterday 

The Russian couple were 
winners of both the paso doble 
and the tango romantica com- 
pulsory dances on the cards of 
all seven judges while their 
French and Canadian rivals 
were tied in second place. 

That stalemate assisted the 
Russian pair. If they win 
tomorrow’s original dance, the 
waltz, they would have to finish 
an unlikely third in the free 
dance on Friday to surrender 
their title. 

The second-place tie devel- 
oped after Shae-Lynn Bourne 
and Victor Kraatz, of Canada, 
beat Marina Anissina and 
Gwendal Peizerat in the first 
dance only to lose to the French 
couple in the second. Irina 
Lobacheva and IKa Averbukh, 
the European bronze medal- 
lists, were tying fourth. Krylova 
and Ovsianiukavhave 0.4 place- 
ments to 1.0 for the second- 
placed skaters. 

Bourne, skating with a knee 
injury that will require surgery 
after this week, said: “We can't 
waft to get ota there for the orig- 
inal and free dances." 

Krylova and Ovsiannikov 


ICE SKATING 


beat the French, thanks to the 
marking of just one judge, at the 
European Championships in 
January and then again at the 
Grand Prix finals last month. 
Both the chasing couples will 
have a chance to catch the 
Russians in the waltz, worth 30 
per cent of the marks. The 
compulsories were worth 20 
per cent and the final accounts 
for Lhe remaining 50 per cent 

Age is no barrier in figure 
skating, according to Tatiana 
Malinina, the Russian-born 
skater who competes for 
Uzbekistan and is expected to 
be one of the long-shot chal- 
lengers to Michelle Kwan. Ma- 
linina bridles when asked how 
she has become so good at the 
relatively advanced age of 26. 

“Age has no meaning what- 
soever" she said. “There is no 
tapper] age limit for competi- 
tions. 1 can skate until Tm40 if 
I want to. I don’t have problems 
with my jumps and Tm winning 
against the younger competi- 
tors, and, of course, I have 
more experience." 

Malinina won the Rmr Con- 
tinents and Grand Prix final in 
the last month, beating the 
twice European champion, 
Maria Butyrskaya, in St Pe- 
tersburg, Russia. 


SUMO 

5PRMG GRAND TOURNAMENT (Os- 
aka) lOtb day of ttaa 15s ToWtsuomi 
(wan 5. Tost 5) be Otunobe 1 6-4]: Ogtn- 
isftfki (5-5) bt Mitomitm 07); Koloryu 
|S-5| bt Aunoriio (S-5); Chtywenxon (B- 
2) be Gororo (5-5): Hanwwstama 14-6) 
bt Wjtumojo (5-5): Attflontfta (4-61 bt 
Ibcftfanwalu (5-5); Miyatsyanu (B-2) bt 
Kaino (6-4); Mnurofuti (5-5) bt Aqgfya- 
ma (4-6); Gonyu (3-7) bt Hjconourm (4- 
b); KyokuUiuan (5-5) br>rao p-8): Suga 
(4-6) bt Kotomstnki (4-6): Kao (6-4) bt 
AMnouiima (7-3): fakatoriU (4-6) br Dr* 
itma (5-5). Tbsanowm (4-6) bt Kotonc w a- 
ha (4-6): Tjkanoaamj (8-2) bt Toctaanima 
(7-3): MuMSMituru (8-2) bt OUyotalkal 
(3-7): Toehinoiiada (7-3) bt Wakanotuna 

iwin - - - 


(5-5). 


I ty deftmff; fakanebana (8-3) bt low 


TABLE TENNIS 

The World Championships ate un- 
likely to be staged before the end 
or the year if next month's event bi 
Be/pade Is called off because of the 

Kosono crisis. 

TENNIS 

UFTON CHA*tPiONSHB>S |Kn BJ»- 
caqpM, norida) Rtanfa sbtttal, fawrth 
■naadsSGroskan (ft) btCMoya (Sp) 3- 
6 6-4 7^; P Sampras (US) bt A Cesa (Sp) 

6- 4 6-4; T Enqrist (SMelbt A Cbtretja |5p) 

7- 5 6-3: R Xn*ed< (Neth) brM Safln (Rial 
6-3 6-1; O Hrtuty (Steu«k) bt M Rh (046) 
6-2 6-0; J Galmart (Ff| bt K Kueera (Slo- 
vak) 4-6 6-2 6-2; N Kiefer (Ger) bt G 
Rusedski (GB) 4-6 7-5 6-2; F Oawt (Sp) 
bt VSpadea [US] 7-5 4-6 6-4. Womtm'f 

tJ Nsuotm (Ciffap) 


M N Decfw |Frj 5-7 6-2 6-3: V 
(US) bt F 2iihuga (Col] 6-3 6-4; M Pten* 
(Fr) bt V Ruino Pasaul (Sp) 6-1 6-1; A 
Coeaer (SA) bt M Drake (Can) 6-4 6-4; 
A Koumdmua (Rus) bt J HalartLOeasis (Fr] 
6-4 7-6: 5 WUhams (US) bt M Sent* (Sp) 


6-1 643; A Huber (Ger) bt R Dugatnir 
(Ren) 6-4 7-6. B Scnert |Auc) or A Ktr- 
mer (Lift) 6-4 6-2 ffounb nut M fLngc 
(Snrit) bi M Wrtngatmer 6-0 6-2. 5 Graf 
(Ger) bt N Zvereva |Beb> 6-2 64. 

GRAND PRIX HAS5AN H TOURNA- 
MENT (CauMm, Mor) Stafta, 
Ifcue round:) VmHetsk |Bel) bt T Muster 
(Ant) 6-4 4-6 6-4, V Smojpadrr (It) bt T 
OuafwW (Mor| 7-6 7-6. M Hlpfl (Au:) bt 
HGumy (Arc) 63 63; M CorKson (Brj) 
bt C Aoftray (Ft) 63 7-6, A ColattM (Sp) 
bt M PDippuu (Uni) 7-5 63; J Du; (Sol 
bfMElAgref(Mor)6-4 7-6;Jknipps{Md 
(Ger) bt M OndniSkJ (SA) 62 7-5. F Meh- 
Ijetil (Bra) bt D Pes&artu (Rum) 62 7-5. 
5 Koubek (Aut) bt R Fuflan (It) 6-4 63 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

6 

The number of 
maximum snooker 
breaks officially 
recorded this season. 

Nick Dyson 
registered the sixth 
on Tuesday in the UK 
Tour qualifiers in 
Stockport. There have 
been only 28 in all. 
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Lloyd to quit after World 


DAVID LLOYD, England’s 
colourful and controversial 
coach is to step down after the 
World Cup. The announcement, 
made yesterday, surprised 
znaqy and the timing and haste 
of the decision added further 
fuel to speculation that Lloyd, 
seeking assurances over his fu- 
ture, has been offered alterna- 
tive jobs in radio and television. 

It was, according to the Eng- 
land and Wales Cricket Board, 
an amicable parting following 
a meeting at Lord’s between 
Lloyd, Lord MacLaurin and 
the ECB's international teams 
director; Simon Pack. 

“We owe David a huge debt 
for the job he has done since tak- 
ing over in 1996,” MacLaurin 
said “During his tone in the job, 
David has introduced many in- 


CRICKET 


BY DEREK PRINGLE 

novations that mean we are 
now world leaders in several as- 
pects of our approach to the 
game at international level. It 
would be a fitting send-off for 
him ifwe could lift the Wbrld C19 
for the first time this summer" 

Lloyd, 52, who helped Eng- 
land achieve their first five 
Tfest series victory for 12 years 
last summer, sounded equally 
grateful, though he is to hold a 
press conference of his own at 
Old Trafford tomorrow. 

*Tve had a tremendous time 
with the England side," Lloyd 
said. “Tm looking forward to 
completing my tenure with a 
successful and enjoyable World 


Cup campaign. It was impor- 
tant for me to have a dear pic- 
ture of what my future holds. 
Now that the matter is settled 
this means the team can focus 
exclusively on the World Cup.” 

Lloyd, whose contract was to 
run until 31 August, ends a 
three-year association with the 
England team While renais- 
sance would be too strong a 
word, his time has brought 
change aid innovation Tapes of 
Churchill’s speeches as wefl as 
baaxfingweekKids in country re- 
treats have aD been explored in 
the cause of motivation. There 
have been successes on the 
field, too, and home Ttest series 
wins against India, New Zealand 
and South Africa, as well as 
several one-day triumphs, must 
be added to an interesting CV 



Lloyd; Surprise decision 

Enormously respected by 
the players, and with an un- 
flagging enthusiasm and dedi- 
cation that cannot be faulted, it 
was his fiery passion, that 
sometimes landed the man 


known as “Bumble* in trouble 
with his employers. Occasion- 
ally, this bailed over to become 
a liability, as it (fid in Bulawayo 

in 1995-96. 

“We ffippin. murdered ’em," 
Lloyd told an assembled press 
corps there, haring given some 
startled Zimbabwe officials a 
piece of his mind after the 
home side’s bowlers had forced 
a draw by deliberately bowling 
wide of leg stump. 

Last August there was his 
outburst over the legality of 
Muttiah Murafitharan's action, 
which although veiled, was a 
major emhflT T j^snwnt to the 
EC3. The subsequeiit dressing- 
down he received from his em- 
ployers, who made it dear that 
this was his final warning, left 
him feding angry and betrayed. 


The choice of a successor is 
not particulariy straightfor- 
ward despite the resignation on. 

Monday of South Africa's 
coach. Bob Woolmer; which ac- 
cording to the ECB’s chief ex- 
ecutive, Tim Lamb, was purely 

coincidental. 

Due to his sterling work 
with South Africa, Woolmer, 
who played for both Kent and 
England, would be many peo- 
ple's choice. However, when 
asked privately last summer 
whether or not he would take 
the job if offered, his answer 
was in the negative. In any 
case, he is thought to be tiring 
of the nomadic life associated 
with being a cricket coach. 

Closer to -home, the front- 
runners for the job would be 
Graham Gooch and Mike Gat- 


ting, with John Emburey and 
James Whittaker the current 
captain of Leicestershire, as 
outsiders. Gooch, whose man- 
agerial rote m Australia was al- 
most entirely conducted 
wearing a tracksuit, would rel- 
ish the /■hflneA, though critics 
wiD say that neither he nor Gat- 
ting is likely to bring much 
that is fresh to the table from 
their days as captain. 

In keeping with speculation 
over the England football man- 
ager’s job, it may well be pru- 
dent to seek a coach from 
overseas. One of the problems 
that has befallen England sides 
in recent years is the negative 
mindset produced from a back- 
ground in county cricket De- 
spite his forward thinking on 
some matter s, Lloyd was taint- 


ed by this as much 8»aj»K!e£ 
Now that the uncertantyfe ' 
his future has been removed, 
the World Cup, his swan-song, 
may see his true potential 
bloom. 

England’s captain, "Alec 
Stewart, called on the players 
togrveLtoydasuccessfidsead- 
off by winning the . WoddCtqjfior * 
the first time this summer : 

“It’s disappointingnewsbut 
it’s been a real pleasure to 
work with Bumbte,acoach who 
is thorough, loyal to his players 
and completely professi onal, " 
Stewart said. “He has bro ugfa^ 
a real sense of passion to the jdkfl 
of England coach and it would 

be great to reward him with the 
World Cup as a final vote of 
thanks from the players for all 
he has done for us." _ 


Keegan’s 
zeal the 
tonic for 
England 


AS RIO FERDINAND collected 
the ball near his own goal yes- 
terday he spotted a silver- 
haired figure sprinting up the 
right calling for the ball Ferdi- 
nand quicker pinged a perfectiy- 
weighted pass forward and 
Kevin Keegan, 28 years his 
senior, took it on his chest and 
raced off down the wing like a 
teenager. 

A few hours later; in the 
grounds of the England team 
hotel Keegan was running 
through the injury list a pre- 
match custom for every Eng- 
land manager since Walter 
Winterbottom. “It’s an oppor- 
tunity to play someone else,” he 
said, “a chance to play another 
way. It might be a turning point 
it might be the best thing that 
has ever happened." 

It did not take long, watch- 
ing Keegan at work yesterday 
to realise that the quality he wQl 
bring most to the rote of care- 
taker national coach is enthu- 
siasm. It may only carry an 
international team so far but, 
the way England have been per- 
forming of late, it is just the 
tonic needed. 

There are understandable 
reservations about the quality 


FOOTBALL 


By Glenn Moore 

of Keegan's tactical sophisti- 
cation, concerns he himself 
appreciated when he said: “Tm 
not your man for a 0-0 draw in 
the Ukraine." However; the 
immediate task is beating a 
moderate Polish side at home 
and any England team should 
be able to manage that if it is 
in a positive frame of mind. 

This team should be. Not 
many of his England predeces- 
sors would have viewed an in- 
jury list which indudes Darren 
Anderton, Robbie Ibwieq Chris 
Sutton, David Seaman, Nigel 
Martyn and, most of aD, Michael 
Owen, with Keegan’s equanim- 
ity but his attitude will breed 
confidence among his players. 

“He’s so full of enthusiasm,” 
said Ian Walker after training 
yesterday. “His love for the 
gamp shines through and rubs 
off on everyone else." 

“Tm excited,” said Keegan. 
“Working with these players is 
like being a kid in a toy shop. Fm 
delighted with the atmosphere. 
We have injuries but by Thurs- 
day night [when Keegan will 
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Graeme Le Sanx (left) receives some individual coaching from the England caretaker manager, Kevin Keegan, at Bisham Abbey yesterday 


make a final decision on the in- 
jured players] TO still be able to 
pick a fantastic England team.” 

That team is unlikely to 
include Owen, who has not 
trained since straining a ham- 
string at Derby 11 days ago. 
Fbwier tooka knock an the knee 


THE WEDNESDAY CROSSWORD 


Na3878 Wednesday 24 March 


by Corylus 



Tuesday's Solution 
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ACROSS 
Censure that is : 


of the body? (5) 

I Censure that is right - 23 Poor Jewish have-not on 

it’s sharp and pointed (6) ship is a religious 

4 The place ana time for person (8,7) 

an insect (6) 24 Using keys to get some 

10 Biosdence is far away rickety pm greased (6) 
from these numbers (9,6) 25 Peacekeepers faded, we 

II Reported scale from hear; without having 

weather conditions (5) changed colour? (6) 

12 Crazv snooker player 

could do this (9> DOWN 

13 Old doctor found in cove l Put new facade on tatty 

in Indian dty (6) cafe (6) 

15 Vexy good natural re- 2 In superb dip, how to 

sponsetokmdofadd(6) represent the result of 

16 Girl finding article gale nationalisation (65) 

blows about (6) 3 Man from navy in lake 

18 Department of Employ- (5) 

ment intend to reduce 5 Rove around with wife at 
status (6) steering position in 

21 Language of a fakir ob- swamp (9) 

scared answer (9) 6 At university inviolate 

22 In short the upper part many characters in a 



in the same game and, with Sut- 
ton suffering from a back prob- 
lem, Keegan’s forward options 
are so limited he may call a 
replacement in tomorrow. ■ 

On the plus ride David Beck- 
ham’s calf problem and Nigel 
Martytfs barik injury had eased 
enough for them to take part in 
yesterday’s training session at 
Bisham Abbey but Anderton 
(groin) and Seaman (shoulder) 
also sat it out while Tony 
Adams appeared to be suffer- 
ing from a heavy cold. 

None of this prevented a 
lively session in which Keegan 
played a more peripheral role 
than expected Howard Wilkin- 
son, the FA’s director of coach- 
ing, and Derek Fazackeriy, 
Keegan’s former coach at New- 
castle, did most of the techni- 
cal work, with Keegan 
preferring to do individual 
tuition or take a supervisory 
rote along with Arthur Cox, his 
managerial mentor and the 
other member of his En glan d 
coaching staff. 

That was until the 10-a-side 
match which closed the session. 
Then Keegan was as involved 
as anyone, although he had 
mixed feelings when a neat 
turn by Steven Garrard, the 
young Liverpool player with 


the squad far experience, left 
him bemused. 

The media found it less easy 
to fool him. Drawing on more 
than a decade's experience in 
the trade, he said all the right 
things: It would be “a blow to 
lose any player” but no one 
would be risked unless they 
were folly fit; “I’ve been amazed 
at the co-operation from other 
managers”; “I felt proud when 
I pulled on my tracksuit and 
looked at the badge.” Interest- 
ingly he also said that he “al- 
ways thought he would be 
England manager one day” 

In a refreshing change to his 
predecessor; Glenn Hoddle, he 
appeared to be honest when 
t alking about injuries and open 
when discussing players’ mer- 
its. Of Beckham he admitted: 
“I’ve always said I think he 
should be more involved and I 
think in the future be will be 
more central but, with a view to 
Saturday, he is in such good 
form playing wide for Man- 
chester United, putting in such 
good crosses. Where I have got 
an opportunity is that I have 
Ray Parlour who can also play 
wide right or in midfield. They 
may be similar but don’t rule 
out them both playing." 

With Paul Ince suspended, 


David Batty injured and Nicky 
Butt not called up - a curious 
decision; Keegan said he was 
“dose" -Keegan is short in mid- 
field and may even give both 
Parlour and Tim Sherwood 
debuts. 

He said* “In an ideal world 

you wmilri Klq» R nmpnnp, makin g 

a debut to look alongside and 
see someone with 30 or 40 caps. 

I know I would have preferred 
that But this is the real world 
so I could say to them, 'you’re 
both playing at the top level 
you’re both in wonderful form’." 

Keegan's playing experience 
in the real world in 1972 sug- 
gests he will not throw Parlour 
and Sherwood in together Kee- 
gan made his international 
debut alongside Martin Chhrers 
and Rodney Marsh, who had 12 
and five caps respectively, 
played twice and was then 
dropped for 16 months. 

So Paul Scholes, or Jamie 
Redknapp, is more likely to 
take one central place but Kee- 
gan added, with a typical flour- 
ish; “Why not play them both? 
They’ll learn something, we all 
wffl, it might be very positive.” 

Keegan’s reign may be short 
but it will be eventful. 

Sherwood's new image, 1 
page 26 
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Getting any business started 
with e-commerce appBcations 
requires the skids and seaport 
of more than one company. 

This is why Sim Microsystems 
has forged aSances with leading 
.e-aimmerce organisations to 
help its customers. 




-commerce 

Piecing it together 


weather conditions (5) 

12 Crazv snooker player 
could do this (9) 

13 Old doctor found in cove 
in Indian dty (6) 

15 Very good natural re- 
sponse to kind of add (6) 

16 Girl finding article gale 
blows about (6) 

18 Department of Employ- 
ment intend to reduce 
status (6) 

21 Language of a fakir ob- 
scured answer (9) 

22 In short the upper part 


dull way (15) 

7 Lets us down in 
struggle (6) 

8 Dramatist gives old 
box to Japanese pur- 
chaser (6) 

9 Spanish agreement to 
deviate with one in the 
mountains (6) 

14 Poor baker yet to start 
making a profit? (5,4) 

17 A step to control hard In- 
dian (6) 

18 Fhil to acknowledge 
swine surroundea by 
loud noise (6) 

19 Light inconsequential 
talk on plane (3,3) 

20 Gradually introduced 
odd shape to 
daughter (6) 

22 Artist omits one giant (5) 


Formula One chance for McRae 


COLIN MCRAE, the former 
world rally champion, has been 
offered a drive in Shrmula One. 
The 30-year-old Scot, who is set 
for victory today in the Rally of 
Portugal will test drive a Stew- 
art Formula One car later this 
year and could eventually make 
the switch to grand prix racing, 
McRae, who won the world 
rally championship in 1995, has 
driven aFbrmula One car before. 


MOTOR RACING 


Back in 1996, a publicity stunt 
gave him the opportunity to 
swap places with Martin Brun- 
dle and drive a Jordan while his 
fellow Briton took the wheel of 

his f4iam p i n nship .qrinnmg Snlv 
aru. Brundte subsequently en- 
tered the 1996 British Rally in a 
Ford, while the late Jim Clark, 
twice the Fbrmula One world 


champion, also tried rallying. 

“To drive in Formula One is 
something I have been think- 
ing about for quite a while," 
McRae said “If I do the test 
and I am competitive, then I 
must consider what I might be 
golfing mtn. If I am co mmi tted , 
there is no reason why X 
couldn’t drive In Formula 
One." 

Portuguese Rally, page 27 
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Morse is proud to be one of 
Sun's partners. With first hand 
experience of putting both our 
own and a range of dents’ 
e-commerce systems in place, 
we have much to offer. 

To find out more about this, 
and why Morse is Sin's largest 
partner in Europe, please visit; 
www.morse.com 
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Stagecoach! 


AN EPIC TALE OF THE WILDEST BUS 


IN THE WEST 


Inside: How the boys from Yahoo! beat Rupert Murdoch 

and Bill Gates into Cyberspace, page 5 

Losing it with flowers: the man who blew £10m, page 4 

Who’s the most switched on TV executive? page 6 

Plus: Hamish McRae, Diane Coyle, 

Derek Pain, Jo Davis and The Trader 
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The Business World 


taxation adds 


a moving experience 


When 


business IS on the move and tax 
ism toe driving seat As anyone wbo 
tried to drive in central London on 
Monday will be aware, British lorry 
drivers are threatening to flag out 
their fleets to Belgium or Luxem- 
bourg. But that is just one example 
of a growing trend. Look elsewhere 
in Europe and you find: Swedish 
companies moving divisions to Lon- 
don; German industrialists switch- 
ing investment to Eastern Europe; 
French companies crossing the 
Channel to Sent; and doubtless 
many more moves happening or 
being pondered elsewhere in 
Europe. 

In one sense this is nothing new. 
Taxation has always been a major 
factor in plant location - that is why 
Ireland in particular has given such 
generous tax holidays to companies 
investing there, or why the Canary 
Wharf complex was built in the en- 
terprise zone in London docklands. 
As for “flagging out", flags of con- 
venience have dominated global 
shipping for a generation. But the 
growing integration of the European 
economic area and the advent of the 
euro have given a new twist to tax 
competition in Europe. 

The British road hauliers happen 


to be at the wrong end of what is a 
cultural distinction within Europe, 
as well as an economic one. Ever 
.since the 1950s it has been an aim 
of British tax policy to load “sin 
taxes” and since the 1980s it has 
been policy to cut tax on earning in- 
dividuals. Road transport is deemed 
sinful in the UK, as are smoking and 
d rinking . So diesel and lorry li- 
cences have by tradition been par- 
ticularly highly taxed - as have 
cigarettes and booze. By contrast, 
on the Continent (though notin the 
Nordic countries) d rinkin g and 
smoking, far from bong frowned on, 
were celebrated, and France in 
particular sought to shift road 
transport from petrol to diesel to cut 
the volume of imported oiL So 
diesel was taxed at a much cheap- 
er rate than petroL Meanwhile the 
idea that driving should somehow 
be sinful would seem absurd in 
France, Germany or Italy. 

So different tax structures de- 
veloped Until recently the scope for 
leakage of revenue, as a result of 
these different structures, was lim- 
ited It took a while for tie smug- 
gling rings to develop, bringing in 
cheap continental tobacco and 
drink, and it has taken a while for 


foreign hauliers to move into the UK 
market. 

As for diesel fuel, while the UK 
Treasury has been worried for at 
least 10 years by the extent of rev- 
enue lost by foreign hauliers fining 
up abroad and returning empty, its 
conclusion was that the loss of rev- 
enue was tolerable. After all no one 
was taking lorries across the Chan- 
nel simply to fill up an the other side. 

That was probably the right 
judgement. AH economies have 
frictions, and tax authorities could 
rely on these. Differences in taxa- 
tion had to be quite large for com- 
panies to decide that they must 
adjust the way they run their busi- 
nesses. There are legal and other 
costs to relocation, and cultural bar- 
riers too. Besides, you don't know 
at what stage there will be a change 
of government at home and tax pol- 
icy will be reversed Far new in- 
vestment there is a dear either/or 
choice: do we put the plant in this 
country or that one? Upping and 
leaving is a much more complex 
decision. ■ 

In the past few years, however; 
the frictions have become less 
marked Accordingly tax competi- 
tion has infTftaspd dr amatically as 


up to 



Hamish 

McRae 


Lorry drivers 
threatening to 
relocate abroad to 
escape high UK road 
duties are part of a 
growing trend of 
companies abandoning 
a traditional national 
base in search of 
more favourable 
trading climates 


power has shifted away from 
governments to the business sec- 
tor There are at least 10 reasons for 
this shift in power 

L The increasing importance of 
cross-border mergers. Whenever 
such a merger takes place the new 
group chooses which country 
should be the formal headquarters. 
Taxation is an important factor 
in such a choice. Sweden has 
lost the headquarters of several 
companies. 

2 . Growth in cross-border in- 
vestment in white-collar functions. 
When people think of foreign plants 
they usually think of foreign facto- 
ries. Much new cross-border in- 
vestment is, however, in white- 
collar activities - research and 
marketing for example. This is eas- 
ier to relocate because, though 
core staff have to move, there is no 
need to move physical plant 

3. Growing importance of human 
capital vis-i-vis other forms of cap- 
ital If a company’s most important 
resource lies in tiie brains of the key 
people, location has to fit their aims 
and objectives. Swedish companies 
in particular find they have to locate 
many divisions outside Sweden 
(typically in London) as foreign 


staff will not pay Swedish taxation. 
Electrolux recently did just this. 

4. (Associated with 3.) Hie emer- 
gence of an international cadre 
of business talent that will move 
location very easily and freely. 

5. Improved (and cheap) tele- 
communications, in particular 

e-mail and the Internet-related 
te chno logies, which enable white- 
collar functions to be located any^ 
where - not necessarily at head 

office -and stifl conned; into the cor- 
poration's information network. 

6. The growth of English as the 
standard business language of Eu- 
rope. This reduces the cultural 
barriers to movement of executives 
between different countries. The 
more executives can shift around 
the more they win seek to base 
themselves in low-tax countries. 

7. Improved price and tax infor- 
mation, and better quality of service 
from the international accounting 
anti management consultants. Any 
c o m p a n y seeking to rel o cate, or sim- 
ply rebalance its functions between 
different countries, will find a one- 
stop advice centre in these consul- 
tants, giving it the options and 
firing the practical arrangements. 

8. Improved physical communi- 


cations within Europe. For Britain, ; 
France and Belgium, a key j 
change is the Channel tunnel. Ebr ! 
all Europe, cheaper air fares are 
encouraging corporate mobility. 

9. The explosive growth of US 
business In Europe, bringing a 
more global, “can do” approach to 
dealing with government 

10. And finally the advent of the : 
euro. Why is the euro at the end? 
Because while it is a catalyst for 
change, all the above shifts would 
have taken place - indeed, are 
taking place - without it 

The big point here is that these 
forces (and doubtless any business 
executive would add a couple of his 
or her own) are creating a much 
more utilitarian attitude towards 
government Governments have a 1 
choice: they can either woo business 
or they can cane it But if they do the 
lattezfthey may not themselves sur- 
vive, as “Red Oskar” found out 
The lorry drivers blocking central 
London may not feel more power- 
ful relative to government just now 
but the more they exert their power 
by registering their vehicles off- 
shore, the more they will feel that 
power They may even come to 
ergoyit 


DATELINE: BANGALORE 


Silicon Valley of the sub-continent 


DRIVE 10 miles out of Bangalore on 
the road to Madras and provided you 
survive the stampede of bicycles, 
scooters, belching trucks, motorised 
rickshaws and the not-so-occasion- 
al bullock that constantly ply this 
four-lane highway then you will ar- 
rive at Electronic City. 

Incongruous as it may seem for 
a place that is still connected to a 
mains water supply only on alternate 
days of the week. Bangalore has be- 
come the software capital of India. 

And how the area revels in its rep- 
utation as the Silicon Valley of the 
sub-Continent This year; India’s 
exports of software are expected to 
reach $2.7bn f£l.7bn). Of that, ap- 
proaching a third will come from 
Bangalore. And of Bangalore’s share 
about a third will be generated by the 
80-odd companies based in Elec- 
tronic City. 

The shanty dwellings and street 
beggars -constant reminders of the 
abject poverty in which so much of 
India still lives - mean that, howev- 
er much it tries, Bangalore will 
never become an exact replica of Sil- 
icon Valley. But amid the squalor 
there is more than enough evidence 
of the wealth and the conspicuous 
consumption that the computer rev- 
olution has brought. 

The local airport sports a brand 
spanking new terminal, the best 
hotel in town charges $180 (£112) a 
night and Oracle, one of the many 
US software firms drawn to the re- 
gion, has discovered that land is 
more expensive in downtown Ban- 
galore Qian in its home base of Col- 
orado Springs. 

A glass of Kingfisher beer in one 
of Bangalore's 200 pubs will set you 
back 90 rupees (£1.30) - the equiv- 
alent of a day's wages to many - 
while the shops along Mahatma 
Gandhi Road are bursting with de- 
signer label goods to tempt its af- 
fluent army of software engineers. 

In the space of a decade the 
Bangalore phenomenon has creat- 
ed an estimated 500 dollar million- 
aires through the stock option 
programmes that the local soft- 
ware companies have used to attract 
senior executives. 

Even the humblest software en- 
gineer in Bangalore draws a salary 
that many Indians could only dream 
of. A graduate with two years' ex- 
perience will typically be earning 


By Mike Harrison 

20,000 to 24.000 rupees a month 
(£285 to £340) , some 10 times the av- 
erage income. 

But the success of the sector has 
also brought familiar problems. The 
population of Bangalore has ex- 
ploded from 15 millio n to five million 
people in six years and, not sur- 
prisingly the infrastructure is creak- 
ing at the seams. Everywhere you 
look there is a mangle of half-finished 
apartments. 

Since the software industry em- 
ploys only 40,000 in Bangalore it is 
responsible directly for only a frac- 
tion of this population growth. But 
software has put Bangalore on the 
map. Where the likes of Siemens, Or- 
acle and Microsoft have led, others 
follow. Every inward investor into 
India, whatever their business, 
makes a beeline for Bangalore. In 
turn, the rising affluence of the city 
has acted like a magnet for the 
whole region of Karnataka, fuelling 
mass rural migration. 

The Indian government seems 
happy to live with such problems of 
success. Its National Information 
Technology Taskforce has set some 
ambitious goals. The Indian IT sec- 
tor employs some 400,000 in total, of 
whom about 230,000 work in software. 
But the target is to create a further 
500,000 jobs over the next five years 
and grow the value of software ex- 
ports to $5Qbn in the next 10 years. 

So why India? And, more specif- 
ically, why Bangalore? Dewang 
Mehta, president of India’s Nation- 
al Association of Software and Ser- 
vice Companies, says mischievously 
that one of the explanations for the 
growth of the Indian software in- 
dustry has nothing to do with cheap 
Labour or the plentiful supply of 
computer-literate graduates. “The 
only reason that a lot of Indian 
banks and financial institutions in- 
stalled PCs in their offices was so 
that they had an excuse to fit 
air-conditioning at the same time." 

But it is no accident that India ex- 
ports twice the amount of software 
that is sold in the domestic market 
or that most of the software com- 
panies in Bangalore are reliant on 
overseas customers, many entirely 
so. Companies which export 100 per 
cent of their output do not have to pay 
tax for 10 years. This, coupled with 



India’s new Electronic City, just outside Bangalore, has become the country’s software capital 


wage rates which are perhaps a 
sixth of those in the US or UK, has 
enabled India to become an impor- 
tant offshore centre. 

Much of the software written in 
India is not proprietary and much of 
the income comes from maintenance 
work, upgrading the software in- 
staDed in Tftstera companies while the 
customer sleeps. The software which 
enables London Eledritity to operate 
the capital's power grid comes from 
India. Many of the mfilennhim bug 
computer upgrades for UK-based 
banks and financial service companies 
are being carried out in India. 

The structural reforms ushered in 
during the reign of Rajiv Gandhi and 
his “computer boys" as Gandhi’s 
inner-circle became known, also 
helped the software industry Where- 
as it used to take nine months to im- 
port a computer; the waiting time was 
cut to weeks. The government also 
made it possible to hire FT consultants 
outside India and, crucially, abol- 


ished the office of Controller of Cap- 
ital Issues (a bureaucrat who in ef- 
fect decided the price at which 
companies were permitted to issue 
shares) making equity funding of 
software companies a viable option. 

Mr Mehta identifies another trend 
“The brain drain which saw a lot of 
frufian safiware engineers migrate to 
the US has begun to reverse.” 

Why Bangalore is a more difficult 
question to answer Some put it down 
to the Califomian-styie climate and 
stable politics of south India. Others 
to the proliferation of pubs where the 
computer nerds can hang out The 
seminal event is generally held to 
have been the arrival of Texas In- 
struments in Bangalore in 1986. But 
that is not the whole story. Five 
years before TI arrived, a group of 
seven software professionals got to- 
gether and with $300 of capital 
formed a company pledged to the eth- 
ical creation of wealth. Today that 
company; Ifrfosrys, is valued at $L9bn, 


employs 3,600 people and has just be- 
come the first Indian company to list 
on Nasdact the New Tfoik stock ex- 
change which is home to the world's 
hi-tech companies. 

Although the business was found- 
ed on the laity principles of “fairness, 
honesty, transparency and cour- 
tesy”, Its employees have been in= 
centivised by something baser After 
the business was floated on the In- 
dian stock market in 1992, staff were 
given stock options at 100 rupees a 
share. Today, those shares have 
risen in value 300-fold and some 1545 
eligible employees are sitting on 
stock worth $52m - an average prof- 
it of $39,000 each and considerably 
more in some cases. Staff are also of- 
fered zero per cent mortgages and 
loans to do everything from buy a car 
to getting married. 

The company, India’s sixth 
biggest software exporter; is stiH run 
in the same etiiienl, paternalistic 
manner. Its chairman and co- 


C Bowman 


founder; Narayana Murthy, begins 
his staff memos “Dear Folks", all em- 
ployees are known as Infosdons 
(and (heir chil dren as “Petit Info- 
scions), lunch in the subsidised can- 
teen costs nine rupees (I3p) and 
every employee receives a birthday 
present from the company (this 
year it was a backpack). 

But Infosys is facing a challenge 
on the emplqyee-relations front 
The last stock options under the old 
programme were issued in 1998 
and from the end of this month the 
first options to be granted in 1994 be- 
come exercisable. Infosys is work- 
ing on a new options package - the 
Nasdaq listing was driven largely by 
the desire to give its US employees 
stock options. But any new options 
will have to be issued at the market 
price. Mr Murthy recognises the 
challenge. “We will have to devise 
new forms of incentives, empower 
people more and make their work 
more flexible and interesting;" he 


says. “We want to maintain the phi- 
losophy of ‘emotional ownership’." 

Infosys, along with the rest of the 
Bangalore software community; has 
its work cut out on other fronts. 
India needs to maintain its cost ad- 
vantage over other countries and 
demonstrate that it is at the cutting 
edge of software development Ran- 
janChak, Oracle's executive director 
for India, insists that the calibre afits 
staff is now as important as the cost 
advantage, which he warns is being 
eroded through high capital and in-. . 
frastructure charges - international . 
telephone charges are $250 a minute, 
for instance. “My redroning is that al- 
though staff costs are only perhaps 
an eighth of thoseintbeUS, the over- . 
all costs are nearer 30 per cent If feat 
figure rises above 50 per cent then . 
some software companies will ask. 
whether it is worth being based in^ 
India. There might still be a sale going ‘ 
on butwouMyouwant to drive 10,000 
miles to get to it?" 

Within India, Bangalore is facing 
increased competition from Hyder- 
abad and Bombay, which is still in 
absolute terms the biggest soft' 
ware locahon in India. Externally the 
software firms are competing more 
for projects with offshore centres 
such as Ireland and IsraeL Mr 
Murthy says Infosys is now consid- 
ering setting up centres in krw-cost 
economies, including Mexico, Ire- 
land, China and the Philippines. 

But perhaps the biggest obstacle 
to the expansion of India’s software 
industry and at the same time toe 
biggest growth opportunity lies in its 
own backyard. Only 2 per cent of In- 
dian homes have a telephone and 
even fewer a PC The govennnenthas 
set a target of increasing that to 15 
homes in every 1 00 within 10 years. 
Sudheendra Kalkami, director of 
communications and research in the 
Prime Minister’s Office says: “The 
computer industry here has grown in 
spite of rather than because erf gov- 
ernment policy We now need to bring 
together the public and private sec- 
tors to encourage computer literacy 
on a mass scale, not sasnetfaingwfaich 
is confined to an elite class.” 

Given the extent of basic illitera- 
cy which stall exists among India's 
900 million people and its miserable 
experience so far in liberalising its 
telecoms industry, nobody in Ban- 
galore is holding their breath. 
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BUSINESS WEEK 

From board room to Brussels 
change is sweeping 
across Europe 

NEW DEMANDS for transparency 
and accountability are eroding Eu- 
rope's old tolerance for corrupt back- 
room deals aixl cronyism But even 
though they have resigned (Edith) 
Cress on and her fellow European 
Commissioners refuse to admit they 
have done wrong. StmllaxtK executives 
at Telecom Italia and Paribas tried to 
save their jobs by backroom deals. The 
takeovers must continue, and a new 
European Commission president ap- 
pointed quickly Only if the dean-up 
is pushed to its logical condusion wQl 
Europe become less corrupt - and a 
fairer; more open place to do business. 

Editorial Comment 


FORTUNE 

Monsanto scents a success amid 

die attacks by Wall Street and 

European environmentalists 

ONE OF the ironies of Monsanto’s sit- 
uation is that even as the ire of in- 
vestors and environmentalists builds, 
toe company's prospects may be im- 
proving. Early returns indicate its 
arthritis drug, Celebrex, could be toe 
fastest-seffing new drug even Still the 
company win have to convince con- 
sinners - and environmentalists - that 
its products are safe. Opponents say 

pollen will spread the genes to wild 
species. Monsanto _ say the chance 
of genes crossing is remote. They’d 
beto be right fix toe sake of investors 
-and of the planet The last thing we 
need is salad fixin’s that crawl 
Comment by Nelson D Schwartz 


Marketing week 

Many Jeel more could be done to 
encourage competition between 
beers behind the bar 

THE PROBLEM lies in toe way toe in- 
dustxy is structured The big brewers 

Control most national b rands, and 

these are the ones toe pubcos want 
A pack mentality leads to increasingly 
regimented drinking behaviour The 
solution? One is to introduce pro- 
gressive beer duty, charging lows' 
duly far smaller breweries. Tins could 
lead to a flood of niche, speciality beers 
from the UK's 400 independent brew- 
ers. Ten yearsaffer the Beer Orders 
attempted to introduce more com- 
petition to the UK beer market, action 
needs to be taken to stimulate com- 
petition which will lead to innovation. 

Editorial Comment 


VS MbsSBm 


ECONOMIST 

Clinton's debt relief solution for 
the poorest countries simply 
aoes not go far enough 

THERE IS a good reason why debt re- 
lief produces meagre results: that toe 
starting-point is too stingy. Calcula- 
tions are based on toe fiction that it 
might be repaid. Marty countries de- 
fault on bilateral debt, even as they 
repay multilateral lenders. This is ab- 
surd: debt relief should free re- 
sources. Mr Clinton's initiative to 
forgive more loans should be cheered. 
It is unfair to poor countries thatjust 
fail to quality; it is uqjust to those that 
strive to be good debtors. But these 
are all arguments for more generos- 
ity - not for continuing to punish toe 
poor for toe sins of their past rulers. 

Editorial Comment 


FlNAMm NEWS' 


Financial News 

Getting remote terminals for UK 
futures into the US hinges on 
lobbying from American players 

THERE ARE now five US futures ex- 
changes able to operate electronically 
through remote terminals in the UK 
v is hardly surprising, therefore, that 
the chairman of the London In- 
ternational Financial Futures Ex- 
change, Brian Williamson, is feeling 
frustrated at the delays in bong 
granted approval by toe Commodity 
Fhtures Hading Commission to put 
Life's new electronic screens in the 
US. Liffe can lobby the UK govern- 
ment to try to speed things up. But 
the most effective lobbyists for Liffe 
in toe US would be toe big US de- 
rivatives houses themselves. 

Editorial Comment 



Financial Times 

Why Government handouts 
to car companies' 
should stop 

SINCE MOSTcar companies in toe UK 
- and the rest of Europe - are sub- 
sidised, it would be diffiadt for the UK 
government to refase all help to save 
jobs in this case. The cost per job is 
high. Butitis only half toe cost to the 
taxpayer of the 6,100 jobs created by 
LG of area at two plants in Wales. 

In a world of excessive subsidies to 
car production, the chance BMW 
can save Longb ridge may justify one 

last bet But it must be the last The 
UK government and its EU partners 

should try toend the absunfityof com- 
peting to subsidise an industry suf- 
fering from chronic overcapacity. 

Editorial Comment 


WALL STREET JOURNAL 

Why trying to avoid bank branch 
closures across Europe is = 
dangerously short- lermist 

rpu.YNEEDS bankers. It needs to get 
rid of some redundant bank tellers 
and managers, to be sure, but it 
needs to hire personnel that can sell 
personal and life insurance andother 
financial services. A rationalisation of 
toe industry is long overdue in toe 
country where banking was invent- 
ed, and would in the long run create 
employment This will be achieved at M 

a faster rate if toe next step in the 
process isin fact the kind of crossbor- - 
der mergers that open up the Italian 
banking industry long noted far its in- 
sularity, to influences from other 
parts of Europe. 

Editorial Comment 











the independent 

Wednesday 24 Match 1999 + 


BUSINESS REVIEW/3 


COVER STORY 


The reining-in of the 





IT HAS been a relatively quiet time 
for Stagecoach since Mike Kin«fcj 
took over as chief executive almost 
a year ago. And Mr Kinski is pleased 
with that 

No longer are there headlines 
about the company’s predatory ac- 
levities. Or about its cock-ups on the 
"railways. Gradually the swash- 
budding image of an aggressive 
company driving rivals off the road 
and attracting the wrath of the Of- 
fice of Fair Trading is disappearing. 

Instead, Stagecoach is nowpre- 
seating itself as a respectable JTSB- 
100 company - which it joined last 
summer - intent on continued ac- 
quisition and growth. It may not yet 
quite be sober-suited because the 
company's co-founder Brian Souter 
who remains a very active executive 
chairman, k KU galliv ants around 

the globe in chinos and cowboy 
shirts in the search for new acqui- 
sitions, but Stagecoach is slowly 
earning the veneer of respectabili- 
ty that eluded it in its early years. 

Mr Souter showed the City that 
he knew it was time for Stagecoach 
-. to grow up when he appointed 
l Mr Kinski, who earned widespread 
plaudits at Scottish Powec to run the 
day-to-day business, allowing him to 
keep on travelling the world looking 
for deals. 

While there have been no new 
blockbusters of the size of the 
Porterbrook rolling stock leasing 
company, bought for £826m in 
August 1996, there has been a steady 
stream of purchases over the past 
yean the stake in Virgin Rail and in 
the Hong Kong-owned Chinese road 
toil company Road King; Prestwick 
Airport; Citybus in Hong Kong; and 
the Yellow Bus company in Auck- 
land, along with fuller’s Perries in 
the same city. 

There have also been a number 
of misses, such as Hong Kong’s 
China Motor Bus. which went to the 
rival FlrstGroup and, more recent- 
(fjfa the Melbourne local transport net- 
"work where Stagecoach foiled even 
to make the shortlist. 

Mr Souter’s timing in appointing 
Mr Kinski, was, according to 
analysts, spot- on. The business was 
growing too big for him to run on his 
own, and his co-founder; sister Ann 
Gloag, had decided to take more of 
a back-seat role and rest on her con- 
siderable laurels. Mr Souter spent 
onty a couple of days each week in 
the Perth HQ, and the rest of the 
time he was on the road, mostly 
seeking acquisitions and living out 
ofhis trademark plastic bags, which 
meant the day-to-day management 
was becoming neglected. 

MarkMcVkac a transport analyst 
with SG Securities, sgys that Mr Kin- 
ski's appointment ensured that 
Stagecoach avoided the pitfalls that 
( trap many other high-gruwth com- 
* * parties: “What works when you are 
small and doubling your turnover 
every year is not right when your 
capitalisation is in the billions. 

“Mr Souter realised that he had 
to blend in his entrepreneurial flair 
with better management of the sub- 
sidiaries. and he addressed this 
issue before the company’s financial 
reputation was affected." 

The South West Trains fiasco in 
the spring of 1997 was a warning to 
Mr Souter, who is the first to admit 
that, despite his accountancy back- 
ground, running companies is not his 
strong point Little more than a year 
after it took over South West TVains, 
Stagecoach suffered its worst pub- 
lic relations disaster when it was 
forced to cancel thousands of trains 
because of a driver shortage that 
was compounded by poor labour 
relations. 

i.'u Not only did this provoke a deluge 
of complaints from angry com- 
muters, but it also prompted some 
City angst about Stagecoach’s abil- 
ity 10 cope with a more diverse 
portfolio, as the company sought to 
expand out of the bus market, which 
had been its original hunting 
ground. 

So Mr Souter burned to Mr Kin- 
ski. a follow self-made man from a 
working-class background, and 
allowed him a free rein in restruc- 
turing the company. Mr Kinski 
quickly sorted out the UK bus divi- 
sion. which consists of 19 different 
companies acquired around the UK 
between 1986 and 1997. 

Mr Kinski explains: “Previously. 
/ (f there was not a dean accountable 
management structure. Some re- 
ported to Brian Souter, others to 
Barry Hinkley [executive director! 
and others to Neil Renflson [former 
chairman of Stagecoach Scotiand)." 

Mr Renilson was edged out along 




0 stunt was too naff for Brian Souter and his sister Ann Gloag, co-founders of 
Stagecoach. But with the publicity came the unwelcome attention of the OFT and 
a growing image problem. That was until the chino-wearing Souter brought in the 
suit-wearing Mike Kinski (left), and buttoned-up sobriety became the order of the day 


BY CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 



Brian Souter and Ann Gloag, the Stagecoach brother and sister team with a reputation for high-profile, aggressive marketing Scottish Daily Record 


with another executive, Jim Moffat 
of Fife Scottish, and Mr Kinski 
reorganised the mess into three 
regions, each accountable to him. 

Then he set about strengthening 
the centre and filled what had dear- 
ly become gaping holes in the man- 
agement of a major company - no 
human resources director and no 
head of communications. Both ap- 
pointments were made quickly and 
an IT director was also brought in 
to sort out problems such as the dif- 
ferent payroll systems used by all the 
bus companies. It was the birth of 
corporate Stagecoach, even though 
elements of the family history 
remain as Brian Souter still retains 
12,6 percent of the shareholding and 
Mr Gloag holds 10.2 per cent 

One tangible result of the way 
Stagecoach has focused more on 
day-to-day management has been 
the improvement in its performance 
on the railways. Reliability on South 
West Tirains services has improved 
and new trains are on the way, with 
an order for 30 Four-car trains tn the 
spring. And Stagecoach’s tiny Island 
lane, which runs old London Un- 
derground trains on the Isle of 
Wight, last month became the only 
one of the 25 Franchises across the 
network to obtain the coveted 


“A” grade from the franchising di- 
rector who monitors train services. 

Now, with restructuring costs no 
longer a factoc rail has also begun 
to be highly profitable, with profits 
up last year by 121 per cent to 
£17.3ra, helped by a 7 per cent rise 
in passenger numbers. 

The subsidy profile on South 
West Trains is incredibly generous, 
a reward for Brian Souter’s readi- 


ness to take on the first franchise 
back in December 1995, but the 
company faces a much sterner test 
with its 49 per cent holding in Vir- 
gin Rail, boughtlast June for £l58m 
after Mr Souter approached Richard 
Branson. The deal allowed Mr Bran- 
son to avoid aflotathm on the stock 
market, where he had his fingers 
burnt previously, but the benefits for 
Stagecoach seem less immediately 


tangible since the subsidy paid to 
Virgin’s two franchises, currently 
running at £171 An per year disap- 
pears entirely over the next decade 
to become a premium payment of 
£238 An, a very ambitious task even 
if the current upgrading of the line 
is successful in attracting new 
business. 

Virgin Trains continued to 
attract criticism, topping the rail 


INSIDE A BUS AND TRAIN EMPIRE 


Turnover (year ending 30 April 
1 998): £1 381 .5m (half year to 
Occober 31 1998 - £722.7m. up 
6 per cent) 

Operating profit: £219.1m 
(half year to October 31 1998 - 
£1 32.1m up 30 per cent) 
Market capitalisation (24 
February 1999): £3.394bn 
Employees: 33.000 in seven 
countries 

Board: Brian Souter (chairman), 
Mike Kinski (chief executive), 
Keith Cochrane (Finance 
director). Ann Gloag, Barry 
Hinkley. Brian Cox. Derek Scott; 
non-executive directors: Ewan 



Brown. Barry Seaiey. Robert 
Speirs 

Divisions 

UK bus: 19 companies including 
operations in London. 
Manchester. Newcastle, south 


coast. Glasgow. Hfe and many 
other towns and cities 
Overseas bus: includes 
companies in Sweden. Finland, 
Portugal, New Zealand and 
Australia, and in the process of 
acquiring Citybus in Hong Kong 
Rail: South West Trains, Island 
Line and Sheffield Tram 
Porterbrook: rolling stock 
company 

Airport sendees: Prestwick. 
Britain's second largest freight 
airport 

Other Investments Include Virgin] 
Rail (49 per cent) and Road King 
(29.2 per cent) 


complaints league, and yet Stage- 
coach’s input in the early months of 
its investment in the company 
seems to have been minimal Last 
month, however; a new chief exec- 
utive, Chris Gkeen, who formerly ran 
Intercity, ScotRafl and Network 
SouthEast, was appointed. 

Whfle Mr Green is wellregarded 
in the rail industry, the appointment 
is not risk-free. Mr Green was forced 
out of the chief executive's job at 
l&i giish Heritage after falling out 
with the chairman, Lord Stevens, 
and getting into a wrangle over his 
expenses. Mr Green has set about 
his new task with relish. The com- 
plex structure of Virgin Trains and 
Virgin Rail was immediately sim- 
plified, and advertisements have 
been posted for an operations man- 
ager for the West Coast mam line, 
the source of most complaints. 

Mr Green finds it extraordinary 
that no one seemed to be running the 
railway and while Stagecoach must 
take some of the responsibility for 
this, Mr Kinski ex plains that the 
focus was on gating toe financing in 
place for the new trains, which was 
finally achieved in December 

While maqy City insiders consider 
Stagecoach’s involvement in Virgin 
to be a prelude to taking over the 


whole show; Mr Green is convinced 
that both companies see the part- 
nership as a long-term proposition: 
“Mr Branson mid Mr Souter are 
blood brothers. The stalls of the two 
companies complement each other 
with Virgin providing the entrepre- 
neurial flair and Stagecoach the at- 
tention to detail." . 

He says that a number of 
schemes involving joint use of Vir- 
gin trains and Stagecoach buses are 
to be announced shortly such as a 
link between Carl isle and Str anraer, 
avoiding the circuitous train journey 
via Glasgow. 

Mr Kinski is also addressing an- 
other problem acquisition -Swebus, 
Sweden’s biggest bus company, 
where margins are in single figures. 
There is a tighter regulatory frame- 
work in Sweden and most services 
are tendered out in a highly com- 
petitive environment, but Mr Kins- 
ki insists this is not the problem: 
“When Stagecoach took it over [in 
August 1996], it failed to apply its 
usual model it had used in the UK. 
Swebus was top-heavy with a head 
office and four regional offices with 
each one a fiefdom. Also, even light 
maintenance was out-sourced to 

m rnpaniag biking hig margins NOW 

we are faking costs out, bringing 
maintenance in-house and we will be 
able to win tenders and obtain high- 
er margins. We soil be in double fig- 
ures within a couple of years." 

Created in 1980 by Brian Souter. 
his sister Aim Gloag and her then 
husband Robin Gloag (who was 
soon eased out). Stagecoach is 
Britain’s biggest start-up com&any 
of the Thatcherite era, and grew 
quickty on the back of successive 
deregulations and privatisations - 
coaches, buses and trains. 

It is now using the competitive 
advantage of being based in the 
country that has been foremost in 
transport deregulation and privati- 
sation by venturing abroad. Indeed, 
unless Stagecoach was prepared to 
take the regulatory flak that a bid for 
one of its major rivals, FirstGroup 
or Arriva, would engender, most of 
its growth is likely to be overseas. 

But can it keep up the pace? Not 
many young companies manage 
the transition from high-growth, 
high-risk teenagehood to re- 
spectable middle age without a 
major crisis or a complete change 
in personneL \fet Stagecoach, which 
Mr Souter hopes will double in size 
again in the next four years, seems, 
so fan to be making the shift with 
barely a hiccup. 

Some problems remain - under- 
performing Swebus, the vagaries of 
the UK rail franchising process. 
Virgin Rail’s over-ambitiousness. 
Road King's poor share price, the flat 
margins of the UKbus industry - but 
all these seem trifling when set 
against the continued growth in 
profits, the increase in margins in 
nearly all sectors, and the continued 
performance of Porterbrook, the 
company’s milch cow, providing half 
the profits. 

There is also the risk that one day 
Mr Souter will attempt a deal too far, 
but there is very little in his record 
to suggest that he would risk t^e fu- 
ture ofthe company on a dodgy deaL 
Mr Kinski stresses that he, too, 
plays an important role in the ac- 
quisition process, hinting that he 
would curt) any of his boss's ex- 
cesses: “Brian brings the ideas to me 
and to Keith Cochrane [the finance 
director) before presenting them to 
tiie board. I look at how we win op- 
erate the new subsidiary; and Keith 
checks out the figures." 

Mr Kinski is also adamant that 
Stagecoach wiU not venture into dan- 
gerous waters: “TIPe pulled out of 
Kenya soon after I joined because I 
dotft want to operate in crisis areas. 
That means we will not be going into 
Africa, nor into Eastern Europe." 

Despite its performance, Stage- 
coach has never quite been the dar- 
ling of the City, which remains 
suspicious of a company that keeps 
its headquarters in unfashionable 
Perth and eschews consultants and 
t^her expensive City services when- 
ever possible. There are, however; 
noticeably fewer Cassandras pre- 
dicting doom for this upstart prod- 
uct of the Thatcher years. And if the 
double act of Mr Kinski and Mr 
Souter proves as successful over the 
next few years as it has so far, the 
Square Mile may at last embrace the 

company wholeheartedly. 


■ Christian Wolmar’s book, Stage- 
coach, a classic rags to riches tale 
at the frontiers af capitalism, is 
published by Orion Books at £18.99. 
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Enterprise Issues 


Invest in machinery made of flesh and blood 


we HUMANS - described by one 
tetdy writer as “the wet side of the 
carbon-silicon divide” - have a 
natural tendency to regard ma- 
chines as human too. If your com- 
puter plays up, you talk to it, shout 
at it and finally hit it, in a carica- 
ture of a dysfunctional human 
relationship. 

But the key to understanding 
many trends in the modem, 
weightless or knowledge-based 
economy is rather to think about 
h umans as machines. H uman cap- 
ital has finally become as important 
as physical capital in economic 
growth. 

This is why so many people in 
professional jobs work all hours, 
faring a dil emma about how to bal- 
ance work and home life - how to 
combine being a piece of expensive 
capital equipment with being a per- 
son too. Such workers represent a 
long and expensive investment in 
knowledge and expertise, and one 
for which employers pay with high 
salaries. Research published just 
over a year ago by the Institute for 
Fiscal Studies confirmed that the 


returns to higher education are in 
double digits. 

As with any type of costfy equip- 
ment the employers leasing them 
at expensive rates want to sweat 

thwr H uman machin es a$ rrm c h gp 

possible. The more hours of work 
they can extract, the better. The 
limi ts are physical - humans are 
less productive when they suffer 
stress and get too little relaxation 
and sleep. They burn out or drink 
too much or fall HL 

Still, with the technology avail- 
able to tie staff to their work even 
when out of the office, the temp- 
tation for employers to demand 
more and more effort is immense. 
Few resist it 

Few even manage to recognise 
that there might be a trade-off be- 
tween short and long-term re- 
turns to human assets. If the unit 
of human capital, or employee, is 
permitted an easier time, allowing 
him or her to go home early some- 
times, take longer holidays, go to 
the art gallery or concert at 
lunchtime, take time out to go to 
the gym during the day - how 


pleasant it is to fantasise about the 
possibilities- this might replenish 
their capacities and malm them 
more productive for longer. But In 
a ferociously competitive world, it 
is all too easy fin- companies to 
focus on getting more output now. 

Of course, one of the results of 
this pressure is that many highly 
qualified people prefer to set up on 
their own. They will have to work: 
just as hard, but they will get all the 
return to their investment in them- 
selves. The same force is behind 
the need for high-technology com- 
panies to give employees generous 
equity options. In other words, the 
economic forces driving companies 
to make kqy staff work as hard and 
as long as possible paradoxically 
reflect a change in the balance of 
power in the workplace that 
favours employees at the expense 
of employers. 

Far human capital, as opposed to 
basic labour is scarce. It is only cus- 
tom that leaves the powerto exploit 
it in the bands of companies. That, 
and the reluctance of many people 
to fakp on the risk of competing 



Diane 

Coyle 


Governments all 
over the world 
must extend 
and improve 
access to 
education 


in an uncertain world themselves. 
But most companies have removed 
the cushion of protection from the 
ups and downs of business they 
once offered employees as part of 
the compensation package. Those 
that are all too willing to shed peo- 
ple during downturns have thrown 
away the financial advantage of 
mutual loyalty. 

There is another consequence 
of the scarcity of human capital, 
and its high price. That is the ten- 
dency towards greater inequality 
of incomes. It is a well-known 
fact that the earnings distribution 
in the UK is more unequal than 
at any time since the Industrial 
Revolution. 

The explanation is pretty much 
the same - and so is the eventual 
solution. There are relatively few 
people around wife fee skills need- 
ed in industries that account for a 
growing part of economic output. 
A shortage of any sort of capital 
means the returns are bid up. 
This is one of fee reasons the top 
end of the income distribution has 
been stretched upwards. In the 


long run, of course, excess re- 
turns ought to stimulate more in- 
vestment A century ago in the 
western economies this happened 
with fee spread of universal pri- 
mary education and the creation of 
a national system of elementary 
schools. Over a period of 30 years 
or more - a full generation - this 
steadily made the income distrib- 
ution less unequal by raising the 
incomes and living standards of fee 
poorest 

This is exactly what needs to 
happen again now. Governments 
all over the world must extend and 

improve access to education. In the 
West, this means getting more 
anri more young people into ter- 
tiary education and significantly 
raising standards. Although the 
Labour Government certainly 
stresses the importance of educa- 
tion, the UK as wife other coun- 
tries, will have to start spending a 
lot more money on education. 

According to OECD figures, the 
average member country spends 
6 per cent of GDP on education - 
it is about 4 per cent of GDP in the 


UK The rate of investment in 
physical capital is about 20 percent 
on average - 16 per cent in the UK 
We ought to be thinking about 
bringing those two ratios in to 
line. 

In the developing world, it 
means education is an economic 
and not just a social priority. As an 
Oxfam campaign launched this 
week emphasises, there is a seri- 
ous danger of the poorest countries 
in sub-Saharan Africa getting left 
even further behind because their 
governments cannot afford to put 
all the children through school, 
and perhaps do not even value 
it. Inequality between countries,, 
as well as between citizens 
within countries, is driven by un- 
equal access to the possibility of 
improvements in human capital 

Human well-being ultimately 
depends on economic growth. Eco- 
nomic development depends on in- 
vestment And investment means 
investment in the machines made 
of flesh and blood as well as those 
made of metal and plastic. 

■ d.coyleigiiidependenLco.vk 



Paul Fraser (left) and Tim Dunningham of Flying Flowers have faith in tbeir future together 2b ny Andrews 


One more feature you can only 
get from an EPSON laser. 

A free EPSON Stylus Color inkjet: 




If you thought EPSON lasers were fast, 
you were right Because here's an offer 
the others will have trouble keeping up 
with. EPSON are giving away a colour 
inkjet absolutely free with every laser 
printer purchased. And as they come in 
personal, network and departmental 
versions (Network or PostScript), you'll 
have no problem finding a laser to suit 
your needs. With a one year warranty 
and optional three year on-site Cover Plus, 

EPSON. THERE'S NO COMPARISON. 


all you'Ll have to worry about is who's 

borrowing your inkjet. Call 0800 220546, 
fax 01442 227271 or visit www.apson.co.uk 

UHalli of Offer EH 5JD0 User bngt » fWI Stylus CbUn UQ Ini}*. 

R«v^ - 5<Xb Cufc. M. BUBOtO - Bylns M. 
Bt-tMMRwgt-siykBUBMO EKOOOQ SctB Color MO. 
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FOCUS 


The stamp collector 
who lost a mint in 
the flower market 


PERHAPS, AS a stamp collector; 
Paul Fraser is accustomed to 
people cracking jokes about 
him. But nothing could quite 
have prepared him for fee cruel 
humour of the stock market 
Nor for a shock worse than find- 
ing that your mint condition 
TVvopenny Blues are fakes. 

Mr Fraser thought he had 
struck a great deal when he 
sold his solid, respectable 
stamp dealership, Stanley Gib- 
bons, for £13 Jm last ApriL But 
there was a problem, familiar 
to all stamp collectors. His 
newly acquired wealth was only 
on paper It was held in fee 
shares of Flying Flowers, the 
Jersey-based group that sup- 
plies flowers by post Flying 
Flowers had bought Gibbons 
amid spring talk of blossoming 
profits. 

Sadly, try the summer, such 
hopes had faded. Sales of lo- 
belias, petunias and begonias 
through the post were not 
doing well as the bedding plant 
market wilted. Flying Flowers 
shares slumped 45 per cent in 
a day after a profits warning. 

*T was in Washington on hol- 
iday.” says Mr Friaser this week 
as Flying Flowers announced 
feeir annual results, showing 
pre-tax profits well down at 
£5.1m. “It was 8.12am on July 
14 when the phone woke me 
and I was told about £6m had 
been wiped off my sharehold- 
ing, What did 2 do? I had the 
cheaper breakfast" 

Suddenly a dream which he 
had spent nine years budding 
(though he swears he does not 
collect stamps himself) had 
been shattered for him at fee 
age of 43. 

Shares which had been 
worth 555p each when Mr Fras- 
er bought them in April were 
suddenly trading at around 
300p. Nor can Mr Fraser’s 
mood have been much im- 
proved by fee knowledge that 
directors of Flying Flowers 
sold hundreds of thousands of 
shares at 550p just days after he 
had bought into the company. 
And the news got steadily 
worse. “There was another 
profits warning in August My 


By Jack O'Sullivan 

shares fell another three car four 
million. So by then I had lost 
ElOm.” He would have been bet- 
ter off selling Stanley Gibbons 
for a few Fenny Blacks. little 
wonder that by September an 
increasingly desperate Mr 
Fraser joined Flying Flowers 
full-time and was appointed 
joint chief executive, alongside 
Tim Dunningham. 

So what went wrong? You 
might think that one of fee 
world’s most famous stamp 
dealerships and a mail-order 
florists never reaQy had a great 
future together. But Flying 
Flowers saw an advantage in 
two companies coining togeth- 


mand and had already 
arranged to meet that demand 
by outsourcing supplies of 
plants. The growth never hap- 
pened and they ended 14) hav- 
ing to destroy quite a few 
unwanted plants.” 

The broker absolved the 
management of anything worse 
than uncharacteristic incom- 
petence. “Tim Dunningham is 
very straight And he is usual- 
ly vezy good at handling mail 
order lists. He knows how to ex- 
periment wife them and use the 
information well That is why I 
was surprised they cocked 
things up so badly.” 

It is an account which fee 
management of Flying Flowers 
now largely accepts. Tim Dun- 


STANLEY 



Whiter Goldsmith, the chairman of Flying Flowers who 
took over Stanley Gibbons, is standing < 


er which specialised in selling 
from catalogues. They also had 
a first-day cover business 
which married well with Gib- 
bons. The real problem seems 
to have been more than the in- 
compatibility of products. 

A Jersey-based broker gave 
his version. “I reckon they were 
so busy with the Stanley Gib- 
bons acquisition, they took their 
eyes off the ball," he says. 
“They had this big advertising 
campaign back in 1997 when 
&eir sales of bedding plants did 
very welL But they didn’t keep 
a dose enough check on what 
the market was telling them the 
following year. They were an- 
ticipating a similar uplift in de- 


ningham referred this week to 
“naivety and undermanage- 
raent" of a firm that is now the 
Channel Island’s largest non- 
financial company. 

Mr Fraser was tactful about 
poor management that nearly 
took his shirt “I think it was a 
problem in recognising the re- 
sponses to advertising and in 
forecasts getting through to 
management The controls that 
needed to be in place were not 
there." 

Was he bitter about fellow di- 
rectors who had cashed in 
many of their shares soon after 
he had acquired his? “No, it was 
ny choice to get involved in this 
venture, so I can’t argue about 


what happened. I think every- 
one was plam with me about the 
company. It has been another 
rich experience under my belt 
Onwards and upwards, I feel 
very positive about what we are 
doing at the moment” 

Nevertheless, a shake-up is 
takingplace in fee board room. 
The chairman, Whiter Gold- 
smith, a former director-gen- 
eral of the Institute of 
Directors, is standing down in 
favour of Roger Nortwry, for- 
mer chairman of investment 
banking at NatWest Markets. 
Mr Goldsmith presided over a 
long expansion in Flying Flow- 
ers. But his record was some- 
what blotted latterly by stating, 
just after the Stanley Gibbons 
- acquisition, that it “would en- 
hance shareholder value”. Not, 
sadly, for Mr Fraser: 

So what is fee future dow for 
his investment? The prospects 
for a big breakthrough in the 
bedding market do not look 
great. The Sunday supple- 
ments are full of advertise- 
ments from the big seed 
suppliers such as Cuthberts 
who have diversified their ac- 
tivities. Flying Flowers faces a 
more competitive market than 
in the past. 

But Mr Fraser is hopeM ‘AH 
I can say is that the future looks 
good. Looking at television, fix' 
example, it is very encouraging 
to see how gardening is so 
high up on fee list of interests.’' 
He may be banking on stamp 
collectors more than hanging 
baskets to make him back his 
millions, a judgement with 
which analysis would agree. 

“We have a terrific brand 
name in Stanley Gibbons,” be 
says. “It is the perfect product 
for the Internet We have an 
awful lot of information on our 
site. After all we have been pub- 
lishing catalogues for a hundred 

years, so we could easily be- 
come fee main site for col- 
lectibles.” 

like any wise collector used 
to keeping his wealth in bits of 
paper; he declines to be drawn 
on when he will be worth 
£13. 5m a gain *Tm taking the 
long view" he says with a laugh- 


v Favourite Restaurant 


No pretensions - or GM food 


MALCOLM WALKER, chair- 
man and chief executive of 
Iceland Frozen Foods, says 

he'U eat anything as long as it 
is not fatty meat But his real 
preference is for the olive oil, 
red wine and grilled meat or 
fish of the Mediterranean diet 
So it is the River Cafe, with 
its Italian-inspired cuisine, 
which sums up everything he 
likes in a restaurant "It’s to- 
tally unpretentious and the 
food is just stunning^” he says. 
“They use the finest and often 
the most expensive basic in- 


gredients. I hate starched 
table covers, formal service 
and rich French food," adds 
the 53-year-old who founded 
Iceland, now more than 700- 
outlets strong, in 1970. Walk- 
er first visited Rose Gray and 
Ruth Rogers’ fashionable 
Thames-side restaurant two 
years ago and eats there on 
regular trips to London from 
his Deeside head office. 

Its simple mozzarella and 
tomato salad is the epitome of 
why, for him, its food is divine. 
“It’s a little thing, but moz- 


zarella can sometimes taste 
like rubber;" he says. “If you 
have it at the River Cafe the 
mozzarella is like nothing 
you’ve ever tasted It sparkles 
like sherbet on your tongue. 

“They use top-quality in- 
gredients and are not afraid to 
say feat, in some cases, tinned 
tomatoes are better than 
fresh ones — much better 
than tasteless Dutch ones, 
anyway. Not being preten- 
tious about food is very 
important to me,” 

In any case, fee man who 


guarantees Iceland-brand 
products contain no geneti- 
cally modified ingredients 
says he has no worries on feat 
score when visiting the River 
Cafe. ,( GM soya is used only in 
processed food and every- 
thing the River Cafe makes is 
freshly prepared," he says. 

“And at fee River Cafe," he 
adds, “I don't have to weara 
tie.” 

The River Cafe, Thames 
Wharf, RajTiwTIe Road 
London W6 (I&eptwm 0171- 
3818824) 
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BUSINESS REVIEW/5 


By Andrfw 

Gumbel 


F our years ago, 
^len the Internet 
was in its infancy 
and online compa- 
nies were stOl in 
their equivalent of 
Oao , the late Cretaceous 
a^arcnhira capitalist called Mike 


uate students at Stanford Umversi- 

engineering schooL 

■ e f r Y ^ang and David Filo had 

just abort abandoned their PhDs to 
pursue an afl-consmning hobby, or- 
gamang and categorising pages on 
tne burgeoning Worid Wide Web. 
They were not makhig any money 
out of it, but they did seem uncom- 
monly adept at what they were 
doing and it did not seem too fanci- 
nil to help lift them and their little 
enterprise, already called ^ ^Shool, on 
to a commercial footing. 

Moritz, a partner in the Silicon 
Valley venture fimd Sequoia Capital, 
has never forgotten what be saw 

when he opened the door to the taul- 
^ier an the Stanford campus where the 
two of them worked The Minds 
were completely drawn, even in 
broad daylight. The generators far 
their computers were whirring and 
creating uncomfortable waves of 
heat The answer machine bleeped 
almost incessantly. Strewn all 
around were golf dubs, efirty clothes 
and empty take-away pizza car tons 
As Moritz later recalled: “It was 
every mother’s idea of the bedroom 
that she wishes her sons never 
had" 

But, in its own way that trailer 
was also a peculiar reflection of 
Yahoo Ps abiding mission as it then 
was and remains to this day: a tool 
with which to create order out of the 
chaos of the Internet; a way of cut- 
ting through the cyberspa tial fest- 
• food and soiled launtfey, if you will, 
^ to make it work for the consumer; 
and, above all, a tempte of hard work, 
sheer enthusiasm and a near- 
monastic devotion to the cause: 

The participation of Moritz and 
Sequoia Capital was only the be- 
ginning. What started out as a high- 
ly successful, cleanly designed 
search engine for web pages has 
evolved into something more com- 
plex and more central to the fiitnre 
development of online computer 
technology. Vahn ni is no longer con- 
tent to transport users to the Web; 
it wants to be the TOsb, or at least so 
essential a part of it that most users 
will have no need to search further 
for their Internet needs. 

Already Yahoo- 1 provides a com- 
prehensive news service, a full fir 

rmnrial jnfn nrmtinn pfldoiy on any 

company including a monitor of its 
^ share price, access to S^OO online re- 
.$taflers, email services, Internet ac- 
cess »nd any number of smnllWj 
more special interests from auctions 
to gambfing. Thanks to a customised 
Internet home-page buildei; it is now 
possibte to make Yfchoo? the first and, 
for many purposes, the only stop on 
the Wbrld Wide Web - acting as 
browser; search engine and ser- 
vice provide: all in one. 

There is nothing remarkable 
about wanting to achieve this kind 
of synergy. After all, this so-called 
bundling of various services is pre- 
cisely what the US Justice Depart- 
ment's anti-trust suit against 
Microsoft is about But, in contrast 
to Microsoft, Yahoo! has achieved 
dominance in its field ^ without arous- 
ing the suspicions of government 
regulators - for the simple reason 



our years auo 
David l ilo and 
deny Yune were 
a couple of unknown 
geeks. Now the boys 
from Yahoo! have out- 
foxed Murcloc h. out- 
smarted Gates and 
have built a company 
worth Sodbn and 
counting'. And they’ve 
only just begun. . . 


Dave Fflo (left) and Jerry Yang, the founders of Yahoo!, blazed a trail of success via the World Wide Web to create order out of the chaos of the Internet 

The cyberpunks 


fid Kasht 


that it provides its services entire- 
ly free of charge to the end-con- 
sumer 

And it hag done so in a mimhpr 
of ways that are indeed remarkable, 
first, it has built np the largest au- 
dience on the Inter net, lagging just 
behind its somewhat differently fo- 
cussed rival, America On line. Sec- 
ondly it has - in contrast to other, 
smaller search engines being 
snapped up by large communica- 
tions conglomerates - remained 
fearsomefy independent and true to 
its origins as a hand-crafted, dear 
guide to foe *wnra«; of information 

out there in cyberspace. 

And thirdly, it has managed to 
turn a consistent profit U nlike on- 
line retail specialists such as ama- 
zon.com, which have never shown 
black ink on thdr balance sheets and 
arguably never could, Yahoo! has, 
from foe first days of its cominer- 
dafisatian in August 1395, managed 
to support its operations hand- 
somely from advertising revenue. 

Last yean it showed a net profit 
of $25.6m (tl 6m) on revenue of 
$2(&3m <£127mJ - admittedly no 
more than a drop in foe ocean set 
ftgnmgt foe company's market cap- 
italisation, which has shot up from 
around $lObn C£S 3hn) four months 
ago to more than $35bn (£2L9bn) 
now-but still a rare sign ofbedrock 
business savvy in an industry that 
has looked, more than once in recent 
tinwy; dangerously like a fcd-tech ver- 


sion of foe South Sea Bubble. 
Yaboors success is due to a combi- 
nation of factors. It rests perhaps 
most fundamentally on Yhng and 
Fflo’s original concept of web page 
design and web categorisation 
based on intelligent sifting by human 
researchers rather than a simp le 
machine-generated word-search. 
I&hoors system of categorisation 
and sub-categorisation has been 
mneh copied, but no other compa- 
ny in its fidd still maintains a large 
staff (in YhhooTs case, just shy of 700) 
that struggles to keep np with the 
ever-growing avalanche of new 
pages on the Net 
Yahoo! was also quick to under- 
stand the importance of providing 
raw information rather than fancy 
gimmicks or pretty graphics. People 
could find what they want without 
having to wait several minutes for 
fancy photographs, colour back- 
grounds or elaborate banners to 
download on their screens. The sec- 


ond key factor is foe compaqy’s busi- 
ness backbone. Several months be- 
fore opening as a business 
foree-and-a-half years ago, Yahoo! 
made sure it had a first-rate finan- 
cial teaminpiace, and Yhng and Fflo 
found what they were looking for in 
Tim Kbogle, another Stanford engi- 
neering graduate with business ex- 
perience at Motorola and at 
InterMec, foe Seattle-based com- 
pany that invented bar codes, like 
the “driefThhoos’’, as Yang and EHo 
stffl call themselves on their busi- 
ness cards, Kbogle was blessed 
with a kind of p rimal curiosity and 

pofonriafim: he had put himsrff 

through college repairing the bro- 
ken-down car engines of his richer 
fellow students. 

Kbogle, in turn, hired another 
bright young executive, a former 
member of foe Canadian soccer 
team called Jeff Mallett who had 
solid experience in marketing soft- 
ware and telecommunications. Be- 


tween them, they kicked Yahoo! 
mtn shape, first with foe laimrii of 
foe commercial service, then with 
various capitalisations leading up to 
foe initial public offering in 1996: and 
beyond into foe complex world of 
picking smaller companies to ac- 
quire nnd resisting takeover offers 
from much larger ones. 

The key strategy that Kbogle, 
YhbooPs chief executive officer; and 
Maitot, chief ope rating officer and 
now president, developed was to 

nunrimia* VhlmnCg frp<> pnhHn arm*ae 

while waiting carefully for foe right 
moment to introduce any kind of 
charges. When Yahoo! first intro- 
duced adverts in 1995. for example, 
some of its most faithful users com- 
plained about the company “selling 
out". But by that stage advertising 
was already common enough, and 
Yahoo! popular enough, that the 
risk of alienating users was long 
passed. The company faces a simi- 
lar dilemma now, with the publicity 



Chief Executive Officer: Tim Koogle 
Chief Operating Officer, 

President: Jeff Mallett 
Chief Ybhoos (founders): Jerry 
Yang. David Filo 
Employees: 700 

1998 turnover: $203.3m (£127m). 
up from $70.5m in 1997 


1998 net profit: $25.Sm (£16m), 
compared with a $2 5.5m loss in 
1997 due to large, non-recurring 
costs 

Market capitalisation: $35-2bn 
(£22bn) 

Number of visitors to Vhhoo! 
website in December 1998: 

50 million 


benefits of. say. free e-mail ser- 
vices, Deeding to be weighed against 
making such services profitable. 
Some of Yhhoo!’s more specialised 
services will probably be subject to 
charges soon, bat it is a matter of ex- 
treme delicacy to determine when. 

“If we can do a free service, that 
k our goal” Mallett said recently Fbr 
the moment there are still consid- 
erable mutual advantages to be 
reaped from big companies farming 
out their services on Yahoo! in ex- 
change for foe publicity and audi- 
ence reach that both parties can 
eqjoy. One recent example is Rupert 
Murdoch's News Corporation, which 
will be joining nine of its entertain- 
ment and news outlets to Ybhoo! - 
not as a pre-emptive bid to buy the 
company but merely as an exercise 
in joint promotion. 

Bat* in early 1996. News Corpo- 
ration had announced its intention 
to “bury" Yahoo! with foe combined 
might of its own media resources, 
foe Flax cinema and television net- 
works and its own web service, the 
I-Guide. Murdoch's people had an- 
nounced that foe offensive would 
slayYhhoo! in 60 dqys flat, much as 
Time Warner subsequently threat- 
ened with their own product. 
Pathfinder. The fact that News Corp 
has now come to Yhhoo! in search 
of an alliance pays eloquent testi- 
mony to foe company's hardiness. 
The big conglomerates have been 
unable to pose a serious threat to 


Yahoo! because they jumped on the 
Internet bandwagon and, despite all 
their extraordinary capital re- 
sources, simply cannot hope to at- 
tract the same sort of following - in 
Yihool’s case, around half of aB users 
of foe Internet Hie only serious 
competition, for the moment re- 
mains AOL, particularly now that it 
has bought Netscape and has am- 
bitions to set up a one-stop Internet 
sendee of its own. AOL traditional- 
ly tailors its services more to home 
computer users. 

Yahoo! itself is in the acquisitions 
market, having recently snapped up 
GeoCities, a popularservice fin- set- 
ting up personal home pages, and 
taken a stake in broatkrast.com, 
which puts video and television 
footage on the web. The purpose of 
such acquisitions is to many tech- 
nology developed outside foe Com- 
paq}' with Yahooi’s uniquely flexible 
presentation and vast market - 
marriages that Kbogle and Mallett 
have so far managed with great 
smoothness. 

The secret of their success. 
Yahoo! says, is to have kept their feet 
firmly on the ground while negoti- 
ating the rapids of business on In- 
ternet time - foe neverending work 
cycle in which it is said that be who 
takes lunch ends up being lunch. 
Already, at this early stage in the in- 
dustry, it seems that whatever foe 
computer revolution brings, it’s a fan- 
bet that Yahoo! will be part of it 


THE PLAYI-R: ADAM CROZIHR, JOINT CHIEF EXECUTIVE, SAATCHI & S.AATCHI 


Big ideas are the simplest way to breed success 


PERSONAL DETAILS.- Aged 35. 
Lives in Teddmgton, Middlesex. 
Drives Tbyota 4Runner Pay undis- 
closed- Passionate about fbotbalL A 
knee injury at 16 scuppered his 
plans to be a professional footballer 
He supports Celtic and is 
mmmiT^rarinns adviser to the 
World Cup 2006 campaign in the bid 
to make England the host country. 
pi« enthusiasm for golf has found an 
outlet in his work as a consultant for 
the English Golf Union. 

CHALLENGE: “Tb create extraor- 
dinary ideas foat can in some way 

transform our clients’ reputation or 
brands," Mr Crazier says. “In doing 

fort we can really drire our crwn busi- 


ness forward." As joint chief execu- 
tive he sees his role as providing the 
right fimim for creativity as web as 
running the company successfully as 
a business. In the past, marrying 
these two objectives has been a 
problem far Saatchi & SaatchL 

CORPORATE BACKGROUND: 
When foe Saatchi brothers and 
other senior members of the man- 
agement team left foe agency in 
1995, Mr Crozier became joint chief 
executive at the age of 30, with 
Tamara Ingram. He joined Saatchi 
& Saatchi 10 years ago and rose to 

be vice-chairman when he was 29. 

He s<iys he never thought of leaving 
the company during foe turb ulent 


period that eventually led to the de- 
parture of Maurice and Charles 
Saatchi “This is an amazing place 
with a lot of veiy loyal people. I can’t 
imagine why anyone would want to 
work fin- any other agency.” 

Before Saatchi & Saatchi, he 
spent two years at The Daily Tele- 
graph as marketing manager and 
group head of sales. After graduat- 
ing from Heriot-Watt University in 
Edinburgh at foe age of 20, he joined 
Mars as a management trainee. 

STRATEGY Given the highly com- 
petitive nature of the advertising 
market, Mr Crozier says that “sim- 
plicity and clarity" are very impor- 
tant in getting the dienfs mpwmgA 


By Nicola Reeves 



across to potential consumers. In an 
overcrowded market that is results- 
driven, he is keen on “lag ideas that 
are hugely simple”, which can also 
be used in campaigns across a va- 
riety of media. Adverts are viewed as 
just a small part of how companies 
communicate. 

Saatchi & Saatchi views itself as 
a communications company, not 
just an advertising agency. Accord- 
ing to Mr Croziei: some of its great 
campaigns indude work for its two 
largest cheats, Procter & Gamble 
and Tbyota as well as foe British 
Army, nurses and Carisberg. Hie 
strategy is obviously working. At the 
time of the split Saatchi & Saatchi 
slipped to number six. But in just 


fouryears it has risen to be foe UK’s 
second biggest agency behind Abbot 
Mead Vickers. “The success in foe 
last couple of years is phenomenal" 
says Mr Crozien Profit before tax 
and exceptional items rose by 3 1 per 
cent to £30.7m in 1998. Ongoing rev- 
enue rose by 6 per cent to £363ra. 

MANAGEMENT STYLE: Mr Crozier 
believes organisations need to 
change constantly and a good man- 
ager understands howto manage this 
process. A youthful unpretentious 
character he describes himself as 
“very inclusive, very demanding and 
caim under pressure’’ and he adds: 
“I believe myjobisto coach the best 
oat of people." He tries to encourage 


people that making mistakes is OK, 
“as long as the same mistake is not 
made twice", he says. "Everything in 
the company is geared to getting 
great ideas rat far clients." 

MOST ADMIRES IN BUSINESS: Sir 
Brian Pitman, chairman of Llqyds 
TSB Group, who “runs a fantastic 
company". Mr Crazier is also a fen 
of Archie Norman, chairman of 
Asda. “What he took Asda through 
was superb." he says. 

CITY VERDICT: West LB Pan- 
mure’s media analysts recommend 
buying the shares, which they 
forecast could rise to 240p on 
fundamentals alone. 


TOUT FOR NEW BUSINESS WORLDWIDE, 

DON’T JUST ADVERTISE HERE. 


. lntBmnTiona i There are alternative methods. Put your business on the world wide web and advertise to prospectivd customers globally. 24 hours a day. It’s just one of 
If you want to b® Wity inwrnouui a , 

. hu&fness run more efficiently. And Microsoft can help provide you with the light small business solution for your company. To find out more, see your Microsoft 

the ways that it can neip you> 

pplier call 0345 00 1000 ext 203 or vlsft ww-wleroeofteoniA^^ and well tell you about one in your part of the world. 


Solutions for Small Business 

Where do you want to go today?* Microsoft 
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The canary 


Goldman rakes over the 
world, continued: Not a lot 
of people know this but 
Romano Prodi, the former 
Italian premier likely to be 
named president of the new. 
cleaned-up European 
Commission, is also the 
former Goldman Sachs 
country adviser for Italy. But 
if there should be some hitch 
with Prodi, there is always a 
reserve Goldman candidate. 
Peter Sutherland, the Irish 
lawyer and former GATT 
chief, currently chairman of 
the bank's operations in 
London. Talk of a Future 
world economic government 
is fanciful: Goldman is 
already implementing it. 
Former Goldman managing 
partner Robert Rubin is in 
place as US treasury 
secretary and London partner 
Gavyn Davies remains a 
candidate For governor of the 
Bank of England. 


Who’s the most switched-on 


tin 


television executive? 


Hold the vinegar: The 
Queen's Award for Exports, 
please, to Naomi Campbell 
(below), the model who has 
now turned venture capitalist, 
financing a /’ f;- 


counter- 
invasion of 
British fast 
Food in the 
land oF 
burgers. Miss 
Campbell is 
the main 
backer of an 
authentic 



David Elstein 

Chief Executive. Channel S 
RICHARD EYRE and David Lid- 
dimeot, as Chief Executive and 
Director of Programmes, have per- 
formed outstandingly for ITV in 
the last six months. They steered 
through the controversial shift of 
News at Ten, and fired a tremen- 
dous salvo of ratings -grabbers to 
mark the change. 

Dawn Airey, enjoying far more 
meagre resources as Director of 
Programmes at Channel 5 has re- 
peatedly taken her weekly viewing 
share above 5%. This achievement 
is all the more impressive in that her 
channel enjoys good picture quali- 
ty in only 60% of UK homes. 

Mark Booth continues to defy 
gravity at BSkyB. Sam Chisolm’s 
successor as Chief Executive was 
always going to face a tough chal- 
lenge, but the digital launch has ex- 
ceeded expectations, and Sky’s 
sports coverage goes from strength 
to strength. 




Liddiment who is working absolute 
wonders at TV Centre. You need a 
certain amount of courage to put 
things on in an innovative way, as 
our industry is so heavily regulat- 
ed, and you need to be able to show 
consistency. 
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planned for -**+-■**- ~ 

Greenwich Village. New York. 
The eaterie is to be called A 
Salt and Battery and will be 
the cornerstone of Miss 
Campbell's plan for a Little 
England to rival Chinatown 
and Little Italy. Officials have 
given permission for a red 
telephone box on the 
sidewalk outside the 
establishment. 


City lunches are not what 
they used to be: At the 
Financial Services Authority, 
newly ensconced at Canary 
Wharf, the conversation is 
better than the food. Visitors 
were recently treated to 
sandwiches that were, one 
said, "disgusting". An austere 
regulatory regime is ail very 
well but FSA boss Howard 
Davies doesn't need to 
poison the regulated to get 
their attention. Perhaps he 
should call Miss Campbell for 
catering advice. 


Graham Creelman 

Managing Director. Anglia Television 
JOHN BIRT, now perhaps regard- 
ed with disfavour and as a problem 
for the BBC, has my admiration for 
his truly radical and reforming 
term as Director General. 

Speaking as a former BBC pro- 
gramme-maker I am hugely fond of 

fhp o rganisation HiaH r ampri rrva and 

set me on the right road in broad- 
casting. But the pre-Birtian BBC 
was complacent, inward-looking 
and didn't think that itneeded to be 
accountable to anyone. 

Birt has challenged all the BBC 
assumptions. He has, with single- 
minded determination, transformed 
an introverted and elitist organisa- 
tion into one that is recognisably a 
modern broadcasting and produc- 
tion outfit But the BBC's desire for 
reform has submerged its own 
voice. If he can encourage the BBC 
to find that distinctive voice a gain, 
then his contribution will be that 
much the greater 
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Mary MsAnally 

Managing Director. Meridian Broad- 
casting Ltd 

TD LIKE to nominate Roger 
Laughton, who left the cloistered 
world of the BBC to set up Meridi- 
an Broadcasting in the choppy wa- 
ters of the post-1990 Broadcasting 
Act, and helped Clive Hollick to grow 
the United News and Media busi- 
ness in double-quick time. Roger is 
a strong commercial player whilst 
Still backing qualify programming 
He’s the director general the BBC Q-. 
never had. 

Also Marjorie Scardiano of 
Pearson for being the first woman 
to run a FTSE 100 company and for 
managing the while to retain the 
good services of Mr Greg Dyke. And 
finall y Charles Allen of Granada for 
giving the best business masterclass 
I have attended, showing a strong 
grasp of both the catering and 
media businesses, and impressing 
mightily by saying that he only has 
four chief executives reporting to 
him and has cut down the paper 
flowing across his desk to a month- 
ly reporting pads. 
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Knocked out: At Merrill 
Lynch, nobody’s reputation fs 
currently higher chan that of 
Stephen Beilottr, 38. the 
Australian head of European 
debt operations. He is also, 
if the sometimes misleading 
Merrill gossip mill is to be 
believed, a handy man in a 
scrape. Increasingly 
embellished accounts have it 
that Bellotti was the victor 
of a trading floor altercation 
with Nabeel Nabulsi. head of 
European fixed income sales. 
It is said this left Bellotti 
with a black eye and Nabulsi 
without a job. Merrill denies 
everything: Bellotti got his 
shiner playing tennis, the 
firm says, and Nabulsi has 
left, "of his own volition". 
Whatever the truth. Bellotti 
is plainly not a man to cross. 


Malcolm Wall 

Deputy Director of United Broad- 
casting and Entertainment 
IN 9 DAYS, Roger Laughton is re- 
tiring as Chief Executive of United 
and I am taking over. Working out 
speeches has really brought to 
mind why Roger Laughton was 
such a first-class TV executive. I 
have worked with him since 1992, 
and in that time we’ve built up a rev- 
enue of £600 million from nothing. 

But the particularly admirable 
qualify he possesses is integrity. I 
wouldn't necessarily call him an in- 
your-face get-up-and-goec but he is 
thoughtful and extremely bright 

Equally impressive is the way in 
which he has managed to win the 
respect the viewer No technology 
will work without people to watch 
and pay for it - Roger has always 
maintained this. 

I've also got a very high regard 
for Greg Dyke at Pearson Televi- 
sion. I worked with him when I was 
more junior and what really struck 
me was that he would listen to his 
subordinates. He might have dis- 
agreed but he stQl listened. 


Greg Dyke^*He would listen to his subordinates. He might have disagreed but he still listened’ 


Kcdpeshbaihigra 


news bulletins are concerned and 
with his revival of 9pm dramas. He 
managed the awesome feat of per- 
suading the ITC to agree to the 
rescheduling of the news, which has 
helped put ITV right back on the top 
of toe pile. 

I think that entrepreneurial skills 
are important but a quintessential 
qualify for a successfol broadcast- 
er is to have boundless energy, not 
to mention having the right people 
working around you. It’s an ideas 
and a people industry and you need 
the energy to keep forging towards 
your ideal You've got to have the 
business acumen to stay ahead of 
the game. 


The Canary is the world's 
first on-line bird: 
canary@excite.co.uk 


Clive Jones 

Chief Executive, Carlton Television 
DAVID LIDDIMENT of ITV is a very 
impressive character He has done 
a brilliant job at redesigning the ITV 
schedule, particularly where the 


Paul Corley 

Chief Executive. Border TV 
TO BE a success in the television in- 
dustry, you have to have the ability 
to think clearly. You need to target 
your objectives and know your mar- 


kets inside-out And yon have to be 
relentless in your drive and moti- 
vation. To my mind, the triumvirate 
that encompasses all these qualities 
and which has created a powerful, 
great empire, consists of Charles 
Allen, Steve Morris son and An- 
drea TOonfor of the Granada Media 
Group. They have dear business 
sense but also endeavour to keep 
programme development and cre- 
ativity high on their agenda. 

They have created the most dy- 
namic unit of the big three compa- 
nies, in terms of programming and 
in commercial terms. The tradi- 
tional image of the TV boss is 
changing: it's important to em- 
brace both the commercial side of 
the business and the creative side. 


Elan Ckss Stephens 

Chairman, 54C 

I PLAYED around with the idea of 
nominating Elstein or Birt or some 


other such grand personage, but I 
really would like to plump for my 
own chief executive. How Jones. I 
pick him because he comes from a 
small, independent con^jany but has 
immense scope. 

He will develop a strategy and 
building blocks so that independent 
companies aren't necessarily left in 
a niche position, but can expand and 
develop. Although we are a relatively 
small broadcaster; How’s exper- 
tise has meant that we have man- 
aged some degree erf global success 
and have even developed the com- 
mercial arm of the company to 
such an extent that we are a major 
player in Britain. 

Huw has foresight, tenacity and 
drive. It’s one thing to have ideas 
and it’s an other to make them con- 
crete. It's important to have a pas- 
sion for getting things done and for 
following up completed ideas with 
new ideas. 


Christopher Stoddart 

Managing Director, GMTV 
THE RECIFE for success in televi- 
sion is a combination of business 
acumen and progr amming imagi- 
nation and innovation. I have to say 
that I thought Michael Grade was 
a fantastic executive even though he 
is somevfaat to one side of the busi- 
ness now. He was original and he 
was a leaden He knew the market 
and developed Channel 4 according 
to that market 

Then I should go on to mention 
those business leaders who are 
somewhat part of the establish- 
ment' there is Michael Green of 
Carlton, Charles Allan of Granada 
and Steve Morrisson of of Grana- 
da. These are people who have 
managed to create difficult pro- 
grammes for populist audiences 
and in my opinion that is a mighty 
achievement 

Finally, I'd like to mention David 


Steve Morrison 

Chief executive, Granada Media 
Group 

THESE DAYS to be a great tdeviaoo 
executive, you realty need to be able 
to inspire creativity in your pro- 
gramme-makers while also having 
a mastery of the business world. 

The balance has changed over 
the years. In my lifetime, the im- 
pressive people were Sidney Bern- 
stein, Denis Forman and David 
Plowright of Granada and Jeremy 
Isaacs, who was the first Chief Ex- 
ecutive of Channel 4. But those 
where the days when commerce 
was simpler and executives stood 
out These days you need a mosa- 
ic of talents: you need to be able to 
champion your creative talent you 
need to be able to lead a good inte- 
grated team, be decisive and en- . 
trepreneurial 

I could mention David Elstein of 
Channel 5 who is an impressive man 
in television but who is very strong 
on the intellectual side. Then there 
is Greg Dyke of Pearson, who is 
quick-witted and enterprising. But 
these days it is difficult to find per- 
fect marriage of creative ability 
and commercial acumen. 


Alan Yentob 

Director. BBC TV 
ON THE more creative side, I am 
very impressed with Tony Gar- 
nett wbo set up the company Worid 
Productions. He is the creator of 
such landmarks in television as 
Cathy Came Home, This Life and 
Between the Lines. He is bold and 
innovative and has been a necessary 
pioneer of television drama. 

On the business side, I think the 
BBC under Birt has come a long 
way, dealing effectively with the 
changes television has undergone 
in the past 10 years. But also, to 
progress in tins business, you’ve got 
to be innovative and brave and I 
think the independent companies 
have shown' plenty of evidence of 
this . 
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Nuggets from the new frontier The wings came off 


Silicon Gold Rush 

by Karen Souchvuick 
(John Wiley. £16.50) 


THE HI-TECH companies of 
Silicon Valley, California, exert 
a hold on the public imagina- 
tion like no others in world 
business. 

This is made all the more 
remarkable by the fact that, 
while such names as 3Com, 
PeopleSoft and Cisco Systems 
are highly familiar, few people 
have much real idea of what 
it is that these companies do. 

It is a heacly world in which 
- as Karen Southwick, an ex- 
perienced technology jour- 
nalist recounts - businesses 
can appear and disappear in 
double-quick time. In fact 
speed is the over-riding theme 
of a book that sets out not just 
to describe what has been 
going on in this remarkable 
area near San Francisco but 
to demonstrate bow events 
there are transforming the 
way all companies do things. 

Southwick, whose book is 
subtitled “The Next Genera- 


tion of High-Tech Stars 
Rewrites the Rules of Busi- 
ness", writes: ‘‘Everywhere 
you look today, older compa- 
nies and those in traditional in- 
dustries are adopting the 
organisational structures, 
business strategies, and op- 
erational methods of the Sili- 
con Valley gang." 

That is certainly the re- 
ceived wisdom. But, while just 
about every industry is being 
subjected to a quickening pace 
of change, few outside infor- 
mation technology are re- 
quired to constantly transform 
themselves in the way that is 
commonplace in the area 
around Palo Alto and the other 
technology hotspots in Seattle, 
Austin. Texas and Boston 
that collectively form the state 
of mind known as Silicon 
Valley. 

“The technology industry 
like any frontier; has attracted 
a new type of executive and a 
new type of employee - indeed, 
the two are almost indis- 
tinguishable," writes South- 
wide. “The key attributes of 


Silicon 


Rush 



both indude a tolerance for 
chaos, disdain for hierarchy, 
willingness to fail elevation of 
talent and brilliance, passion 
for technology, and naive td 
about limits." 

One of the most remarkable 
aspects of all this is the ex- 
plosion in stock options, Orig- 
inally conceived as a means of 
retaining the loyalty of key 
staff, they have become so 
commonplace that, accord- 
ing to figures quoted in the 


book, 100 per cent of technol- 
ogy executives, 85 per cent of 
managers and 42 per cent of 
other employees participated 
in stock option plans in 1997. 

Accordingly, organisations 
in an industry where the staff 
turnover rate can be phe- 
nomenally high are having to 
find fresh means to motivate 
staff Jim Moore, an industry 
observer; says that paying 
employees well and treating 
them with respect are neces- 
sary but not sufficient ‘'You 
have to Tnska them feel iilre> 

they’re making history.” 

Among all the factors for 
success - 10 commandments 
for next-generation business- 
es - perhaps the most fasd- 
nating is “develop mind 
share". Defined as “a calcu- 
lated campaign to influence 
the influences”, this is an 
approach that some might 
describe as hype since it in- 
volves complementing the 
company’s product innova- 
tion with brand marketing. 

“Proclaim yourself the 
market leader by leading a 


paradigm shift, establishing a 
standard, or positioning your- 
self as an industry authority," 
says Southwick. 

Mary of the developments 
in organisational structure 
and people management de- 
scribed in this fascinating 
book wffl be repUcated in other 
industries. But it says a lot 
about the hi-tech arena that 
such a concept is given such 
importance, and begs the 
question about whether this 
heaefy pace is sustainable. 

Geoffrey Moore, another 
computer industry consultant, 
proclaims himself in the 
book’s foreword “nervous" 
about the “breathlessness of 
Silicon Valley”- Yes, he says, 
there are lessons for other in- 
dustries from this amazing 
area. But that does not mean 
that other areas should 
follow them slavishly. Each 
of the other economics “needs 
to find its own expression of 
the insights accumulated 
here", he says. The British 
Government, take note. 

Roger Trapp 


Rutii Lea, 51, read economics 
and statistics at York and 
Bristol before joining the 
Civil Service. In 1988, she be- 
came senior economist, then 
chief economist, at Mit- 
subishi Bank. She left to join 

Lehrnan Brothers, then spent 
a year as ITN’s economics 
editor She was appointed 
head qf policy irnit at the In- 
stitute cjf Directors in 1995 


/ 1 THINK my greatest mis- 
• take was to stay so long in 
the Civil Service. I had ambi- 
tions to be a high-flyer and I 
wanted to be at least an 
under-secretary if not higher 
. But at the age of 40, 1 hadn't 
got further than grade seven. 

I went before the promo- 
tions board and I didn't get 
through it I was absolutely 
stunned. I don’t think I fitted, 
and I don't think they saw me 
as someone who should have 
a senior position. I thought 
“Your high-flying career; my 
dean has lost its wings.” 

There were two choices: 
leave and take a huge mid- 



Ruth Lea; Two choices 


career risk, or stay and re- 
main embittered. My reaction 
was: “My God, I will show you 
- boy, will I show you." The 
irony is that if I had been pro- 
moted, I would still be in the 
middle, not higher echelons. 

So, in 1988, 1 took the first 
option: I went to some head- 
hunters and got the job at Mit- 
subishi I had never worked in 
the financial sector before, but 
I owe the Japanese a lot: I 


worked hard for them and 
they rewarded met It was a 
huge step to take, but it 
struck me as a very good idea, 
and I have never regretted ft. 

If you feel you are under- 
valued, there’s only one per- 
son who can really do 
anything about it- and that’s 
you. You need huge applica- 
tion, huge confidence, faith in 
yourself and determination 
not to take no for an answer 
You have to be dedicated. 

At Mitsubishi, I started to 
do media, which was a great 
opportunity. I found that my 
teaching experience meant I 
could just sit in front of a cam- 
era and talk. But on pro- 
grammes like Question Time, 

I can’t tell you how nerve- 
racking it is: anything can ( 
come up. You have to have an ! 
instant response. 

My period in the Civil Ser- 
vice did put some things in 
perspective. You know people 
are better and cleverer than 
you. That makes you, I 
trust, not overweeningly A 
arrogant / 


J ' ' ! -v- 

■!lW, .• • .1! 


■**W| r„. 

’iedi.-V fo 


.‘iSli I. ■ 'O 

•.*-1 m";;. 

,'.‘S ' v: 


Mi!* 




'^liv J.. 

7 ; " : 


.« v, -i lir ' 


s -*»? ii, ( _ 
• 1 






. , 1 Ity , 

. ’Vv. ' 




* c; 


,i... *■'■**> *;w 

Sr ' : n 

His* ;h«* 

--****» 
,i: v*m 

tie* 

;:; v 












the independent 

Wednesday 24 Much 1999 + 



BUSINESS REVIEW/7 


Thriving on Ross Goobey’s kind of wisdom 


THE DEATH of George Ross 
Goobey, the man who introduced 
the "cult of the equity” to the UK’s 
professional investment scene, is a 
timely moment to stop and take 
some badly needed perspective on 
i- the current state of the markets. 

As most of the obituaries have 
rightly noted, in a long and distin- 
guished career as the in-house 
manager of the Imperial Tobacco 
pension fund, Mr Ross Goobey did 
more than any other single indi- 
vidual to persuade pension fund 
trustees in this country that it was 
both prudent and rational to com- 
mit most of their assets to the stodc 
market 

Before his arrival on the scene, 
most pension funds had most of 
their assets invested in Govern- 
ment and corporate bonds. Bonds 
were, as recorded in the pages of 
the Forsyte Saga and other chron- 
icles of the lives of the affluent, the 
‘'safe as houses" medium of choice 
when it came to investment What, 
after all, could be safer than putting 


your money with the Government, 
the safest credit in the land? The 
idea that the average pension fund 
might have 75-80 per cent of its as- 
sets invested in the stock market 
would have been regarded at the 
time as the height of foDy. Yet that 
is tiie situation today. 

What conventional wisdom of the 
day felled to see - but which Mr 
Ross Goobey most certainly did - 
was three things. One was that eq- 
uities are ideally suited to the kind 
of long-term investment that pen- 
sion fimds are perforce engaged in. 
Because dividends grow fester 
than inflation over time, equities 
provide pension funds with a well- 

fitting match for their kmg term li- 
abifities, which are to pay pensions 
linked to the rate of increase in 
wages and prices. 

Secondly; Mr Ross Goobey was 
smart enough to see that gflfcs and 
other bonds, however safe they 
might seem to be on the surface, 
were in practice anything but His 
original ire was centred on the in- 


famous 2J> per cent Consols issued 
by Hugh Dalton, the first Chan- 
cellor of the post-war Labour Gov- 
ernment 

At a time when inflation was at 
4percent,tfcerewasnowaymthe- 
oiyorpractice, he pointed out, that 
Consols could provide pension 
fends with the 5 per centa year re- 
turns that they had blithely offered 
their employees and pensioners. 
Yet for years many pension funds 
continued to load up with gilts, 
oblivious to the real risks that 
they were running (even if, to be 
fair, none of them could have fore- 
seen quite how bad the inflation- 
ary excesses of the Sixties and 
Seventies were going to be). 

Thirdly, given these first two in- 
sights, it was not difficult for Mr 
Ross Goobey to spot another fea- 
ture of the investment markets in 
the immediate post-war period. 
Precisely because conventional 
wisdom held that gBto were a safer 
choice than equities, shares and 
gilts were always priced in such a 



JONATHAN 

DAVIS 


What his career 

ultimately 

demonstrated 
was the essential 
paradox of 
all investment 


way that the yields on shares ex- 
ceeded that of gilts. 

It was only when the rest of the 
world eventually concluded that 
this was the wrong way round did 
the anomaly disappear. By being . 
the first into the field, Mr Ross 
Goobey was aide to benefit not just, 
from the superior returns provid- 
ed by equities over the long term, 
but he also gained from the once- 
rn-a-iifetime revaluation of shares 
as the “cult of the equity" became 
a reality in the mid-FLfties- 

TWs is the origin Of the so-called - 
‘Reverse yield” gap, the notion 
that diares should -as they do now 
- always yield less than gilts, 
rather than the other way round, 
which is how it had been for 100 
years or so before Mr Ross Goobey 
arrived on the scene, ss*** the 
fifties, the yield on gilts has con- 
sistently and without exception 
exceeded that on shares. It still 
does so today - although with in- 
flation falling, the margin between 
the two has fallen to its lowest level 


in many years-The interesting thi^ 
about Mr Ross Goobey however; is 
not just that he wasihe first pro- 
fessional investment Wianayr to 
expose toe internal contradictions 
of the prevailing actuarial as- 
sumptions which underpinned the 
valuation of the market at the time. 

yghwfr rrmHp’ hirn an jp. 

vestor was his refasal to let con- 
ventional Wisdom (inchidmg htg 
own) wind him to in the 

prevailing dimate. 

By the earty Seventies, for ex- 
ample, he realised that the revival 
erf the equity markets bad gone far 
enough and -made a second big 
strategic leap into property, which 
he believed offered better value 
than tiie stock market By the time 
yields on gilts had reached double 
digits in the mid-Seventies, he was 
quite prepared to aijgue the casefor 
them as wefl. 

The interesting question is What 
he would think of the markets 
today. I don’t know what his per- 
sonal views were morbrecenttybul 


re-reading this weekend a speech 
he gave at an investment confer- 
ence in 1971, it is striking how 
dear his analysis of the bull mar- 
ket at the time was. He went out of 
hisway to make dear that the move 
oid of gits which had made his 
name arose “only because I was 
convinced that they were ridcu- 

tousty cheap compared wito the tra- 
ditional gDt-edged, and not because 
I was following a cult or a fecT. 

EQs conclusion then was that 
there was little to choose between 
gits and equities at their then lev- 
els, fed that in bis view property 
shares offered a better long-term 
investment than either; 

What Ross Goobey’s career ul- 
timately demonstrated was the es- 
sential paradox of all investment - 
which is that conventional wisdom 
can never by definition deliver 
more than average performance. 
Tb do exceptionally well, you have 
to embrace an insight that may well 
appear cack-eyed to most sensible 
people at the time. 


Should you 
invest in. . . the 
financial sector? 


THERE IS little doubt that the 
.financial services business is 
A iikety to show considerable 
growth over the next decade. 
But the question of which com- 
panies are best placed to take 
advantage of this process Is less 
clear-cut The “other finan- 
cials" sector is one of the 
“mixed-bag" market group- 
ings, where the niche of an in- 
dividual company is more 
important than the feet that it 
shares a financial business 
with its peers. * 

Broadly speaking, there are 
four types of company within 
the sector- stockbrokers, com- 
panies offering other forms of 
financial advice or service, 
trade finance houses (often 
with considerable overseas ex- 
posure) and fend management 
companies. It is the latter 
( £*roup that has been attracting 
Vne most attention recently. 

“The really positive news 
within the last couple of weeks 
has been Prudential’s offer for 
M&G Group," said Richard 
Peirson, manager of Fram- 
lington's specialist Financial 
Find. Tt was not just M&G that 
rose on that Perpetual, 
Schraders and several other 
fund management companies 
bounced back very sharply." 

Mr Peirson warns, however; 
that this particular rally may 
only be short-lived. “Some of 
this has been overdone," he 
says. “Prudential paid a pre- 
mium price fora trophy brand 
name with M&G. Even though 
it has been underperforming 
for some time, M&G is still one 
of the best-known names in re- 
V 4 tail fund management" 

This opens the question of 
whether the Pru/M&G link-up 
ushers in an era of corporate 
activity that may see more 


BY KEIRON ROOT 

takeovers. “The M&G bid could 
be an indication that the Pru 
feels that returns from life and 
general insurance are not as at- 
tractive as those from fund 
management" said Jeremy 
Batstone, of NstWest Stock- 
brokers. “The Pru’s own figures 
assume that the unit trust busi- 
ness is going to increase three- 
fold over the next few years, 
which will leave some of these 
fund management companies 
in very promising positions." 

Gavin Oldham, of the retail 
brokers Hie Share Centre, 
said: “The arrival of ISAs is 
going to have a big impact and 
the fund management compa- 
nies are going to be the major 
beneficiaries in the retail mar- 
ket, as the Government has ap- 
plied CAT standards only to 
collective investments." 

Mr Batstone sees potential 
for further consolidation. “One 
effect of the deal is that other 
fund management companies 
are now wondering whether 
they will be involved in the 
consolidation process. 

“Perpetual is an obvious one 
that stands out as is Schraders, 
which is often talked about as 
a takeover target It is one of the 
last remaining independent 
merchant banks with the con- 
trolling family still owning 47 
per cent of the shares.” 

Similar factors affect other 
types of company within the 
sectoc although the position is 
not as dear among the stock- 
brokers. “Fm not sure you can 
be over-specific about the ef- 
fects of consolidation here, as 
it is so much a “people busi- 
ness' " Mr Oldham said. “Mid- 
range private client business is 
coming to the fore, so there is 


a lot of longevity. There is 
quite a lot of hot air about the 
inevitability of mergers." 
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ture for acquisitive brokers 
such as Brewin Dolphin, Rath- 
bone Brothers and Gerrard 
(which owns Greig Middleton), 
provided they can offer the 
right type of private dient ser- 
vice. Mr Oldham said: “There is 
enormous potential growth in 
this particular market both in 
terms of customer demand and 
their ability to access services, 
through such areas as the In- 
ternet Ifyou look at some d the 
ratings of retail brokers in the 
States, you see evidence of this 
- there was a period recently 
when Schwab became worth 
more than Merrill Lynch.” 

Beyond tbese growth stories, 
the waters become darker. “It 
is not a particularly homoge- 
neous sectoc" said Mr Peirson, 
“so it is not easy to give a broad 
view of major trends. One gen- 
eral point you w n make is that 
this group has tended to un- 
derperform both the overall fi- 
nancials index and the main 
market over the past three or 
four months, ever since the 
sharp drop in market confi- 
dence last October" 

In other words, whilst the big 
banks and insurers have al- 
ready bounced back quite 
strongly, the smaller, more di- 
verse companies in this sector 
have taken longer to respond. 
But respond they undoubtedly 
have. “The sector was the sec- 
ond best performer in the mar- 
ket during February,” Mr 
Batstone said, “rising 14 J. per 
cent" This compares with a 12- 
month rise to the same date of 
just over 15 per cent 

This sluggishness is put 
down to the fact that the group 
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Prudential boss Sir Peter Davies’s offer for the M&G Group has boosted the sector The Advertising Archive 

at present contains no FTSE ’ - ~ 

constituents. Mr Peirson said: f 
“Most of the companies in this 
sector have been raid-cap or 
small -cap and have, therefore, 
been underperforming 
Mr Oldham said this phe- 
nomenon has been repeated 
across the whole stock mar- 
keL“SmaIler cap companies 
have found that their market 
makers have largely disap- 
peared as a result of the intro- 
duc tion trf order book trading for 
the FTSE 100 companies. A lot 
of houses have discovered they 
don’t need a market-making 
function to trade large caps, so 
have dispensed with it alto- 
gether and a lot of liquidity has 
dried up from the mid and 
small-cap market as a result” 

Mr Batstone says this situa- 
tion could get worse. “M&G is 
currently the largest stock in the 
sector and when it goes, the sec- 
tor is going to became even less 
attractive to those institutions 
who draft bother with conganies 
when they fall off the screen." 


SHARE WATCH 


BUY 

Standard Chartered says SG Se- 
curities. (850pJ Standard’s strategy 
has been to expand thro ug h the 
Asian economic downturn, posi- 
tioning the group to capitalise on 
Asian economic recovery from 2000 
onwards. Long term economic 
growth of 4-8 per cent, compared to 
2-3 per cent in Europe, offers the 
prospect of higher rates of return for 
S tandar d Chartered than for the 
domestic UK banks. This gives a 
price target of 1200p a share. WPP 
is a good buy (523p) says Charles 
Stanley. In addition to acquired 
growth, the apparent scope for mar- 
gin expansion within the existing 
businesses should continue to trans- 
form single di^t revenue growth into 
double digit earnings for some time 
to come. 

SELL 

J D Wetherspoon (284p) says Char- 
terhouse Securities, which predicts 
two years of good growth before mo- 
mentum begins to slow down. As a 
consequence, there is a high proba- 
bility that the rating will decline 
from its current premium level. It 
suggests that investors should look 
to reduce holdings and reinvest 
them elsewhere into quality opera- 
tors with plenty more mileage ahead 
of them. 



No Pain, no Gain*. Our Man's Portfolio 


Go for the sound high yielders 


THE STOCK market has yet to 
fully appreciate the country has 
entered an age of tow interest 
rates. With money rates at 
their lowest for more than 30 
years, and further reductions 
expected in the next few 
months, it is surprising to find 
dotted around the market so 
Vainy well known and sub- 
stantial companies with high- 
yielding shares. 

Normally a high return sig- 
nals at least the likelihood of a 
cut dividend, perhaps no pay- 
ment at all or 01*60 acute dan- 
ger Indeed the higher the yield 
the greater the risk. 

The latest FTSE shake-up 
underlines the way the market 
has lost sight of simple attrib- 
utes such as profits and divi- 
dends. The groups bundled out 
of the blue chip index this week 
are making handsome, al- 
though not spectacular, profits 
headway and, in the main, in- 
r j yreasing dividend payments. 

•’ Gallaber, the cigarette 
group, is one of the ex-FTSE 
trio. Its shares offer a yield of 
more than 7 per cent. In part 
this is due to the realisation 
over recent weeks that the 



DEREK 

Pain 

group's FTSE status was undo 1 
threat with the consequent ero- 
sion of confidence as FTSE 
tracker funds bailed out 
But not so long ago 7 per 
cent indicated all sorts of pos- 
sible disasters. Yet Gafiaher is 
trading welL Although profits 
were down, the cigarette com- 
pany still made £318.6m and 
should do better this year. More 
importantly it will have no trou- 
ble holding its dividend. 

Safeway, the supermarket 
chain, was another FTSE ca- 
sualty. Here profits should be 
marginally ahead, say £3S5m 


against £340.2 m. But the divi- 
dends should at least be held, 
providing a 7 per cent-plus 
yield. To add to the investment 
appeal, Safeway has aroused 
predatory instincts. Asda would 
have liked to agree a merger; 
but Westminster’s attitude was 
the stumbling block. And Wal- 
Mart. the huge US retailer 
which has been linked with a 
host of chains in this country 
and Europe, could settle for 
Safeway’s undoubted charms. 

Tomkins, the out-of-favour 
buns-to-guns conglomerate, 
also yields more than 7 per cent 
The group has cash to bum, 
hence its current tender offer 
to mop up £400m. 

I am not suggesting any of 
the three relegated shares are 
about to go storming ahead 
Trading prospects are not suf- 
ficiently exciting. It would need 
a take over bid to light any fire. 
But any investors who regard 
a good return as an important 
part of their portfolio polity 
should think in terms of the 
sounder high yielders. 

Most of the high yielders are 
outside FTSE. But FTSE con- 
stituent, National Power; offers 


almost 7 per cent However its 
apparent generosity may not be 
all it seems. There is, in some 
quarters, a queasy feeling it 
may in a few years find it nee- 
essaiy to cut its payment How- 
ever BT AlexBrown disagrees. 
The investment house sees the 
privatised generator achieving 
a progressive dividend policy. 

In the lower reaches of the 
market, yields can achieve Ru- 
ritanian levels. Even double 
figure returns lurk. However 
they are likely to be something 
of an illusion. A dividend cut is 
normally to be expected with 
such an offering. 

Little Leeds Group, a textile' 
business, has bees offering a 
fancy return fora long while. Its 
rating shouted that a dividend 
cut was inevitable. In the event 
it held its payment although 
profits fell by around a third. 

If Leeds, admittedly aperat- 1 
ing in one of the toughest in- 
dustries, can hang on again - 
and there are those who think 
it will - then it will make the 
ultra-safe returns offered by 
special savings accounts like 
those m, say. the Halifax, look 
like dead money 
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Stockbroking on the internet 


Evolution of the electronic trader 


By Robin amlot 


the OLD image of the stock- 
broker was of a chap - re- 
member women did not exist 
in the City then - who arrived 
at the office with ins bowier and 
briefcase in time for his mid- 
morning tea, had a longish 
lunch with a client, which the 
client paid for one way or an- 
other, and then went back 
home in time for afternoon 
tea. The Eighties put paid to all 
that, and gave us loud-mouthed 
yuppies with even louder 
braces. 

Now, a mixture of social and 
technological developments 
are likely to put the yuppie 
stockbroker on the endangered 
species list The social devel- 
opments are there for ail to see. 
We are being increasingly ex- 
horted to fend for ourselves fi- 
nancially even by New Labour 

The state has more or less 
reached the limit of what it can 
do to provide for us aU, which 
means more responsibility is 
being thrust on the individual. 
That means we have to look 
after our own pension provi- 
sion, our own long-term care 
and our own financial security. 
The mesh in the safety net now 
has larger holes. 

Add to that social imperative 
the technological developments 
of the cheap personal computer 
and the Internet - not only has 
greater financial responsibility 
been thrust on us aU, but also 
we actually have the power to 
do something about it 

Internet penetration and the 
use of computers in the UK is 
following file path already trod- 
den in the US. In percentage 
terms of market penetration we 
are now where the USA was 
two years ago and more of -us 
have regular access to the 
Internet than any other two Eu- 
ropean countries put together 

You should already know 
that the Internet can be an in- 
credibly powerful information 
resource. It is the ability to ac- 
cess this information, take ad- 
vantage of the knowledge it 
confers, and make your own in- 
vestment decisions, which will 
lead to the demise of many of 
the broad-braced brethren of 
the City. 

Stockbrokers offer three 
types of service: execution- 
only, advisory and portfolio 
management Unless you are 



REAL TIME ONLINE 
TRADES 

Charles Schwab Europe: 
wwwischwab- 
woridwide.com/ 
Woridwide/Eurcrpe/ 
Stocktrade (Brewin 
Dolphin Securities): 
wwwistocktrade.co.uk 
Barclays Stockbrokers’: 

wwwbarclays- 
stockbokers.co.uk 
* launching in April 


OTHER BROKING 
SERVICES 

Caves- on-the-n e t (Cave & 
Sons): 

www.caves.ca.uk 

Ffes trade (Tome & Co): 

wwwiastrade.co.uk 

James Brearley & Sons: 

wwwjbreariey.co.uk 

Xest (Charles Stanley): 

www.xest.com 


Vfith the power-of the Internet, yon can cat out the middle-man and buy and sell your own shares via the worldwide web 


Rex Features 


sitting on a sum of money in the 
high six-figure region, the costs 
of having your portfolio pro- 
fessionally managed are un- 
likely to be worthwhile. Most of 
us must make the decision be- 
tween execution-only and ad- 
visory services and, until the 
past couple of years, we had 
the choice of dealing over the 
telephone or by post 
However; in the past two 
years, the growth in Internet 
usage has seen an increasing 
number of stockbrokers setting 


up websites to attract clientele 
in cyberspace. Of the firms 
with presence on the Internet 
a handful of UK brokers offer 
dealing services. They are not 
going to be in the minority for 
very long. The first online deal- 
ing services were little more 
than an alternate way of con- 
tacting your stockbroker If you 
were going to buy or sell 
shares, instead of calling on the 
telephone, you sent what 
amounted to little more than a 
glorified e-mail. 


On receipt of your message 
a stockbroker would read it 
and then make the trade for 
you. E-mail is obviously fester 
than the Royal Mail, but such 
services offer few attractions 
over existing telephone-based 
dealing operations. 

What has changed in the 

past ffewmonths is that you can 

now execute your own trades. 
instead of sending an e -mail to 
a stockbroker requesting the 
sale or purchase of shares, you 
are making the actual trade 


yourself Through a link ulti- 
mately to the Stock Exchanged 
own computers you deal im- 
mediately at the price you see 
on your screen. The first such 
fully automated web-based 
trade in the UK market took 
place at 9.11am on Monday, 14 
December; via the brokerage 
Charles Schwab Europe. 

Let’s take another look at de- 
velopments in the US. Three 
years ago, Charles Schwab 
launched its onlme trading ven- 
ture. It is now the biggest in the 


USA with 2.24 million online ac- 
counts and $174bn (£110bn) 
under management via the 
Internet In January, Schwab 
clients executed an average of 
153,000 electronic trades every 
working day 

Schwab is not alone. There 
are now 112 online brokerage 
firms in the USA, offering in- 
dividuals the ability to trade in 
stocks and shares. Between 
them they have almost 8 million 
individual customers. 

Christos Cotsakos, chair- 


man of the US's third largest 
online firm, E-Trade, says: “The 
old traditional brokerage model 
assumes people are dumb. 
They get charged a lot of money 
for the advice and counsel. Our 
model is: people are inherent- 
ly smart We liberate you with 
information, charge a value- 
added price, let you become 
self-directed and have you han- 
dle your financial sendees." 

Charles Schwab, through 
the purchase two years ago of 
Birmingham-based Sharelink, 


now Charles Schwab Europe, is ^ 
at present the leading online 
brokerage in the UK. E-Trade 
is also aiming at UK investors, 
having taken control of an on- 
line broking business. Elec- 
tronic Share Information, in 
June 1998. One unlooked-for 
outcome of the explosive 
growth of individual involve- 
ment in the stockmaifeet in the 
USA is the “day trader” phe- 
nomenon. These are the people 
for whom a long-term invest- 
ment is one they are still hold- 
ing when the market closes. 

This kind of frenzied market 
activity helped to propel share 
prices in file USA to record 
highs and, in particular; has al- 
lowed firms involved with the 
Internet and the worldwide 
web that make little or no prof- 
it to gain market capitalisations 
on a par with some of the 
largest and most profitable 
companies on the market 

Such activity goes against 
the accepted wisdom of shares 
being a long-term investment. 
Indeed, it is highly unlikely to 
be the way to long-term finan- 
cial security since day traders 
are solely relying on move- 
ment in the capital value of the 
shares, ft takes no account of 
the income potential of the 
shares or of the quality of the 
business. If you plan on build- 
ings nest egg for the future, this 
is not the way to behave. 



Don’t let taxing choices 
lead to a bad mistake 


BY Rachel Fexsen 


charges after only 10 minutes. And with a FTSE 100 Tracker based 


PEP or Pension, the long term benefits could be equally appealing. 


Weekdays 8am-8pm and Saturdays 9am-5pm. wwwjfirartfnextmi/taxfree 
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WHEN YOU have money to in- 
vest, there are always plenty of 
people dying to take a bite out 
of it Elmd managers make 
their charges and intermedi- 
aries take commission. But the 
biggest chunk goes into file tax- 
man -unless you can avoid it 

Successive governments 
have devised a whole host of 
tax-efficient or tax-exempt 
ways to invest from Personal 
Equity Plans (PEPs) and Tax- 
Exempt Special Savings Ac- 
counts (Tessas), to pensions. 
National Savings and insur- 
ance-linked products. But are 
they always a good buy simply 
because they are tax-free? 

While a tax-efficient invest- 
ment will gtye you a higher net 
return than the same invest- 
ment with no tax break, advis- 
ers warn against choosing a 
particular investment product 
on its tax status alone. "There 
are circumstances where you'd 
be wise to go down toe tax- 
exempt route, but not always," 
says Dawn Slater of indepen- 
dent financial advisers Dawn 
Slater Associates. 

The most important consid- 
eration is that the investment 
is suitable for you and offers the 
prospect of good returns. Fbr in- 
stance, personal pension plans 
aDowyoa to save for ret i rement 
out of your gross income, with 
the investment growing tax- 
free, plus the prospect of a tax- 
free lump sum on retirement 
For someone with no access to 
an occupational pension 
scheme, personal pensions nor- 
malty make sense. But if you 
are not able to tie money up 
until retirement, then they are 
not the right choice.. 

PEPs allow investors to hold 
share-based investments and 
some types of bonds without 
any liability for income tax on 
the dividends or capital gains 
tax on the profits. 

With PEPs, it is not just the 
tax-break that boosts returns. 
Some providers have lower 
charges on their PEPs than 
they do on the same investment 
without the tax-free wrapper. 
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Tax-free may not be ideal for you 


David Motor 


This is becaus e of st rong com- 
petition in the PEP market 
However; it is still vital to 
choose a PEP provider or fund 
management group that you 


may mean taking on more risk 

than you feel comfortable with. 

A lot of money which would oth- 
erwise be saved in a building so- 
ciety account has gone into 


judge to have good perfor- PEPs, although many savers do 
m a nc e prospects and reason- not understand the risk of own- 


able charges. 

In any case, owning shares 


tog shares, says Stephen Dight 
of IFAs Grosvenor Financial 


The Independent has pub- 
I fished three guides to invest- 
ing your money. The first is a 
“Guide to PEPs 1 , which details 
exactly howPEPs work, what 
their tax effect is and which 
ones might suit your needs. 
The guide, sponsored by Scot- 
tish Widows, is available by 
calling 0345 678910 
The second is a ‘Guide to 
With-Profits Brads’, aimed at 
those savers who might pre- 
fer a rather safer home for 


their investment This guide, 
sponsored by the With-Profits 
Bond Shop, is available by call- 
ing 0845 2711007 
The third is the ‘Guide to 
High Risk/High Reward In- 
vestment', which explains 
how to achieve greater in- 
vestment gains - at the cost 
of accepting higher risk to 
your money. This guide, spon- 
sored by Whitechurch Secu- 
rities, is available by willing i 
0845271103 1 


Services. "You shouldn’t nec- 
essarily change your invest- 
ment strategy just to get your 
tax allowances," he says. 

“As long as you wanted to 
make t hat investment anyway 
a PEP could be a good idea," he 
says. “But a lot of people have 
taken them out for all the 
wrong reasons." 

Many investments look at- 
tractive in their marketing lit- 
erature because they are 
tax-free, but they would be very ^ 
unattractive without that status. ^ 
Friendly societies offer regular 
savings plans that give a tax- 
free return. The plan has to be 
kept going for 10 years to get 
the bill benefits, and the most 
you can invest is £25 a month 
or £270 a year. 

“Some of these friendly so- 
ciety savings plans offer poor 
value, but on the other hand, 
they’re accessible at £10 a 
month,” says Ms Slater People 
on lower incomes could not af- 
ford the level of monthly con- 
tribution demanded by many 
PEP/ISA providers; friendly 
society plans plug that gap. 

Venture Capital Trusts 
(VCTs) and Enterprise Invest- 
ment Schemes (EIS) offer tax 
breaks, although they can be 
risky. The EIS was intended to 
help companies to raise small 
amounts of equity finance. 

Investors in an EIS company 
get 20 per cent income tax re- 
lief on their investment, and all 
the gains on those shares are 
free of capital gains tax. 

Venture Capital Trusts are 
similar to investment trusts, but 
mostty invest in unquoted com- 
panies or shares listed on the 
Alternative Investment Mar- 
tel They are generally less 
risky than an EIS, says Stephen 
Dight “Ybu have to draw the 

lire somewhere. These focus on 

the tax break and not the in- 
vestment You are better off 
playing safe with your net in- 
come than gambling with your 
gross income and losing the ^ 
lot" says Mr Dight 


GrosvenorFmcmcicdSenrices, 
01491 414145; Damn Slater As- 
sociates, 02635 45325 
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BEST PERFORMING 

OVER ONE YEAR 
£1.000 bmp sun. nffeMwuasis 
niTTassmoc 


tenfcn 


BEST PERFORMING UNIT TRUSTS 

=uii ii C'j Lt? m-i .sr :r. sc! hair. 

DM YEAH FTC TEAK 

cm n inm unii 
'r> JaritertK 


■fagrtwlK feywft 


Snwt UK tmtk 


Slatm Groatii 



WORST PERFORMING 

1545 S&PtofEnm a. 57^ 


999J55H549 

BEST PERFORMING 

OVER THREE YEARS 

B>IT TBBCTJOE1C m, , 

Americas 


TU European 


3 Jnpitef UK Grtmtfa tjwnpt 2L317.11 

Oltf Kuteri north American 2,137.22 

5_ Baring German GrawQi 2.12151 


WORST PERFORMING 

1363 Sartmore Bold 8 hi Beso are es 4M34 

1364 Lazard Pacific Growth anp 3 K 


1367 SSP Cold ft Bgrtmatfam 24634 

Bleaffl/Seart - " ~ 1,238.10/1367 

BEST PERFORMING 

OVER FIVE YEARS 


IUI 0*IT THBST/9ZJC utg.1 

<a FIdeBly American 3,87135 

CA North teerica* Growth 3.53991 


3 


Eifin 


5 EriinbnrBb Worth American Cl A 3.203D0 


WORST PERFORMING 
1140 Etfintaab Latin American Cl A 399.07 


1141 Goratt DS Bear 


1142 S&P Korea 36147 


WORST PERFORMING 

HSBC Japan Index 59154 


Smaller Cos 57850 


Japanese Gth 53699 


49351 


.04 


Meaa/Cnmt 2,90251/767 

Source: Standard &Poors/M!cropaI 
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INSTANT ACCESS BRANCH ACOUNTS 


1 assued ot £100,000 (or a arm at 30 years 

WOMEN 


FIXED RATES - WITHOUT REDEMPTION TIE-IN 


lesco 

WmWwrefa 

HbriBiggBS 

'Gsacter'sBS 


08457104010 TtocoSarings fcis&nt 

0800222200 CartSam Instant 

08456006061 AccegSaier hstait 

01202 843550 BriMa Instant 


450% 450% Vly 
4.75% 4.75% W 
4.75% 4JS% Yly 
450% 455% 1/2' 


IBM 

SeottMiWMmw 

Bpaafcfa 

Scottish P row dflw t 


Kltaa hu fir 
in 


POSTAL/TELEPHONE ACCOUNTS - NO NOTICE 

Egg • 0845 6000292 Sarins POst/Phone gl 690% 600% Vk 

Vitsin OirBct 08456101020 Depftia Tefephpne £1 5J5% 575% Vly 

Son Bank 01438744500 Direct Postal Postal £500 5.60% 5.60% Yly 

Satwray 0800995995 Kiect Savings Post/Ptmne £1900 570% 5J0% Yly 

NOTICE ACCOUNTS AND BONDS 

TattahireBS 0845 6006061 MoficaSawr 30 Day C100 550% 550% Yly 

Chelsea BS 0800 272505 P0SHd30 30 Day (P) £5,000 695% 695% Yly 

Scartwnaqfi BS 01723500616 ^iDayAccess 40 Day £1 ,000 595% 595% Yly 

gartton Rock 0845 6006767 Saw; Direct 50 50Day(B) £5.000 680% &60% Yly- 

CHEQUE ACCOUNTS 

Sun Barit 01438744505 MCA Nona £1,000 425% 4-25% Yly 

AMC Bank 0181 4472040 HKft Instant £5,000 525% 5.35% fly 

Leeds & Hnibecfc BS 0800 0728738 AftiwOm^e Infant £5900 590% 5.00% Yly 

hvastecB^ ^tq 0171 5974131 MCA58PD Nona £5,000 475% 4.85% My 

FIXED RATE BONDS 

fUBfm. 01422 333333 Guaranteed Res 6 Month £2,000 5.75%F 583% OM 

Borthera Rock 08456004466 Ftod Bate Boad 1.4.00 £5,000 680%F 680%~Y»~ 

Wuolnich 0800222200 Rad Bate Bend 3Ybg £500 525%F 5!g% Yly 


ui xs 

MM Paata 

SefeUs® 


EnwBe 

KotiddiOrioB 

6nanBan 

ME U 

ScatSshWHon 


W a t um wide BS 

Lanbetti " 
Stepty Postal 


HIMMfTtQI 

HHITV 


0800 302010 5.39% 2 years 90% £95 RAmdalrofononlw id ruv 4 J traxfl; •'in-r-,! 

Hot4F 

0645 909192 4.94% 1.4 02 95% £295 HDMayVtiid»i ; r«iEi|io tot4K . 


r BS 0800 774499 594% 5 years 80% £250 fendng tee IMF’ 

0845766 5522 5.45% 31 .5.04 90t. £295 ibUP 


1 d 5 \ni i"«otjgurKi; 
to 31 504 C-nvnrcmt".* 


Nanridi Urioa 


Stas Ufa 


Caadalite 


Sna Barit 

AMC Baafc 

Leeds & HnBteck BS 
bvestec Bank PIK) 


r — ■ ILmku 

umpo ufliuw 

ScatiMi PnwMeat 

MEM 

Staadarilih 


Canada life 
Stas Ms 
Standard Life 


StaHoriddre BS 
ScartwrooBfa BS 


Horttara Bock 


FIXED RATES - W r ITH REDEMPTION TIE-IN 

0800216121 349% 01-5.01 90% £295 - tot Siuy».^rrrcn 

0990 133145 3.90% 3 years 95% £295 - ta 5 it 

01912442468 4.39% 318.02 90% £245 Adr no to 85% -no HP tojnw 5Ari--i?.*w- 

0S456D5050Q 5.19% 01.604 95% £395 fn*ftSUto6miWte Vj7*t\>5^ct^i'iia.9: 

& ariv& up D 9U\ No IHP 


JUMDnate 


Med Paata 
Stamtanl Life 
Canada Itte 


01762 255150 495% 


CAPPED RATES 

31102 95% £295 - 


MEM 

StaadaidUfe 
MsitakBriaa 
Canada Life 


Cmeatry BS 


0990 133149 5.65% 4 years 95% £295 
0545 7665522 5.95% 31 5 04 95% ■ 


r BS 0300 163817 5 99% 31 3 04 90% 


~ 1.1 jyia i.^l .ir/. uj;-,! 

• taJiTC. I". «:i r-T.t 1 

Rnsgs tire «HS legal v« ToJi 5W f. winr.urm 
€400 r?K!i A* to W> no UP to J1 ‘ 'A1 lii‘ nn . «i 


Standard Life 
Canada Life 


Bafifax 

Marttera Bock 
Woritafa 
Frisril Bank 


0800373191 Ftad Bates 


£500 5.25%F 585% Yly 
£2800 585%F 582% 1/ZI 


Source: Term Direct 


£100.000 purchase, guaranteed five years, mortify « advance 


TbriffiMreBS 0645 600 6061 

Sub Bank 01436 744505 

Legal & General Bank 0500111200 
PrioCHiaiitY BS 01222 344188 


FIRST TESSAS 

5 Year 

5 Year 

5 Year 
5 Year" 


£100 685% 

£1800 6.75% 

£3800 6,60% 

£2800 6.45% 


685% Yly 
6J5% Vly 
6,60% Yly 
6.45% Yly 


LEVEL 

SINGLE LIFE 


Legal A Ceneraf 
Canada Ufa 
Friends Praridnt 


Barclays Baric 

Son Bank 

Legal & General Bank 
Ferness BS 


FOLLOW ON TESSAS 

08004 00100 5 Year £9,000 7.00% 

01438 7445(6 5 Year £3,001 6.7S% 

0500111200 5Vta £9,000 6.60%" 

-0800 220568 ~ EW £9.000 6W% 


Canada Iftt 
Friends Prarideri: 
EnffibleUte 


UUH 

7,679 

7.763 

7870 

naiun 

7847 

6,918 

6.968 


8.773 

6.764 

8,756 

RHUI IS 

8,063 

7.722 

7,676 


Hill TB 
10,162 
1M25 
10230 

FDliU 71 

9235 

8.872 

8.683 


JOINT LIFE. 2/3 WIDOWS BENEFIT 


OFFSHORE ACCOUNTS CGROSS) 

Portnan Ctaaonenstends 0 1481822747 instant 6 None £5 ,000 5-50% 

Hud flgfren Bank CL 01481 /1 0400 Offshore Oemaiid None C10J00 5.80% 

Wrii BflHmwddB DOM) 01 624 673373 ManaBiinal 30 30 D ay £25.000 6-15%_ 

01481 7146UU UH staeM 901*7 glO.OOO 685%: 


580% Yly 
580% Vly 
6.15% Yly 
685% Yly 


Canada Ufa 
EmdtaMame 
Nanddi Brian 


MALE M 
FEMALE 5S 

6,747 

6.605 

6,496 


■111 » 
FEMALE M 

7,359 

7,170 

7.080 


MALE 70 
FEMALE II 

8809 

7.954 

7.902 


FIRST-TIME BUYERS (VARIABLE UNLESS SHOWN) 

W b ri ricl i 0345 454546 3-99% 1 year 95% £100 thumb up i«i5i»Tinnm- 

P no rff* rrbjfe itO-niirf 

Cmrnrtry BS 0345 7665522 3 55% 31 .5.01 95% £295 Aintras imnaMiowy ip Jt > M m: num>-. «,i 

ScartiorMiflli BS 0990133149 4^0% 3 years 95% - EdXmjtraa lajunr, :ur:-..-»:> 

HB Barimrenrii BS01858 463244 5.45% 4 years 9S% £295 »mip ia4,.jp.. 

VARLABLE DISCOUNTED RATES 

ScartmroagliBS 0990 133149 0,60% 1 year 95% £250 - mv. f-y.,i-.^r 7 ..n 

Btgflwa Beck BS 0345 6050500 3 M%R 01 8 01 93% £250 &ngE,tit«A5iip9tMuUff , iqf,rer. wna 
Went BtmrichBS 0121 53D6404 4 45% S5% £295 EM run* lahjis 

ASU?.-«tn»f 

BncMn ri ianwI i h e 01753 452100 5.45% 5 years 60% £100 • iqSvw astnuif.Tim* 

t 

ASUa’AceidenL sickovK, and UDernpIr^nienl insurance. B ♦ C° Raiktuys ami curtento iMnniv. cum ^»n>j ii iiimitli 
U-Unemptoyrnert nsurw. MU'! MortgaRC mdcnnnh 1 ptenuam. 

All ralrasiiijocl to change without notice rtcase check aD rales before bwnunni: 

Flgnrn conpOed w Sod Mnrcfa ISM S<MUVe: MODnillLlh 


UNSECURED PERSONAL LOANS 


INDEX-LINKED 


SINGLE LIFE 

MALI SB MALI AS MALE 70 

5,769 6.759 B.067 










Tesco 


Phone A Loan 
HtBtoUnlNfc) 


AM FIXE! MOITMIT MTMZIT ■■ fSJIM FBI 1 TUBS 

0845 60=0308 98% K With Insurance 181.67 


0845 6006016 11.0% Wtfi Insurance 18289 


1386698 11.9% With Insurance 183.40 


No insurance £16419 


No Insurance £162 66 


No insurance EU-H'.I 
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1 0/APPOINTMENTS 


businessreview 

•n,» Tn.Wndent 24 M 1999. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


FINAr 

DIRE( 

sICIAL 

CTOR 



£80,000 Pi 

Substantial Bonus 

Our client, based in London, is 
of a niche branded product. 

We are instructed to find an enti 

V + Car + 

+ Equity Package 

leading producer and distributor 

epreneurial Financial Director to 

join an executive team who will f 
the clients’ businesses both in th< 
This is an exceptional opportunil 
a successful track record prefe 
Organisation. The successful apj 
inter-personal skills, a stro 
management and be prepared t 
development plans. 

Interested applica 
Mortimer Alexander Knight 
199 Piccadilly, L 
Attention of Martin 
Email: louise@mc 

ocus their energies on developing 
i UK, Europe and United States. 

Sy for a qualified Accountant with 
rably gained with an American 
ilicant will demonstrate first class 
ng understanding of change 
o fully participate in our client’s 

nts should apply to 
&. Charles Executive Search, 
ondon W1V 9LE 

Peters, 0171 534 9000 
irtimercharles.com 


ACCOUNTANCY, FINANCIAL, LEGAL 


HOC: 0171 293 2505 


CREDIT RESEARCH 
ANALYST 


ECompetitwe 


The London hsadqua-ters or a major Eiropean irwestment bouse seeks a research 
analvst to gin its Credit Research Team The successful candidate will hold a Masters 
decree inducing studies of Economics and Finance and w4l be SFA qualified, with a 
minimum of I /m's experience withn Credit Research 
E-penence should indude the (blowing 

• Research and financial analysis of banls and corporations across Eastern Europe 

• Provision or financial models and calculation of credit ratios for senior analysts 

• Contribution to research reports and publications ibr clients 

• Contribution v? research on new issue transactions 

• PjKjjlarormtart and support cn day-to-day queries to trading, sales and new issue desta 

• Fluency in Russian and 14 ran tan 

• Wortsng inowtedge of Bloomberg. Reuters. the information systems of Moody and 
Standard & Poor and research via the Internet 

• Advanced use of E-cel. Ward and Powerftaint 

'Ire dit -Research e>penence gained r Eastern Eirope together with knowledge of other 
Eastern European languages would be an advantage. 

A detailed CV and covering letter should be 
addressed to our Consultant. Mrs D. Bailey at 
C-MBM Response Management Services. Landseer 
House. 19 Owing Cross Road. London WC2H OB. 




GMBM 


RESPONSE 

MANAGEMENT 

SERVICES 


A division of GMBM Advertising and Rese-arch 


Policy & Resources 
Financial Services 


INTERNATIONAL 
INVESTMENT BANK 


RESEARCH 

ACCOUNTANT 


P041-P044 £25,245-£Z7,183 p.a. 


CAN YOU ADD VALUE? A valuable career 
development opportunity exists for a qualified 
accountant (CCAB) with at least 5 years 
experience of local government finance. You will 
work closely with the County Treasurer, Roger 
Latham, in his role as secretary to the Society of 
County Treasurers. Based at County Hall, West 
Bridgford, the duties wilt involve research into 
possible changes to the revenue support grant 
system, and other matters of national 
significance. You will attend SCT meetings and 
liaise with others involved in modernising local 
government. 


requires an 

ACQUISITION FINANCE ASSOCIATE 

Responsibilities will primarily focus on the execution 
and syndication of leveraged transactions with specific 
reference to the German syndicated loan market. The 
successful candidate will possess a minimum degree 
level education coupled with 3/4 years finance 
experience including syndications and leveraged 
acquisition experience. The salary offered is 
commensurate with experience. If you possess the skills 
required for this position, please' send your CV to 
P.O. Box 21015BA, Islington, London N1 2XQ. 


in addition you wiii act as a mentor ro 
accountancy trainees and also be responsible for 
technical work and advice on VAT matters. 
Nottinghamshire is a progressive County Council 
that offers a pleasant environment to live and 
work, with ready access to the Peak District and a 
range of sporting activities. 


Disabled applicants who maet the essential 
shortlisting requirements will be guaranteed an 
interview. 


An application form end further details are 
available from Departmental Personnel Office, 
Policy and Resources Department. County Hall, 
West Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 7QP or by 
telephoning Nottm. (01 15) 977 3456 [24 hour 
answerphone). Closing date It April. Please 
quote ref: PS/FS/079/402. 


A LEADING INTERNATIONAL 
INVESTMENT BANK requires NEON 
AND GENERAL LEDGER ANALYSTS 
responsible for the detailed analysis and 
configuration of General Ledger and Neon 
systems. The positions will also be responsible 
for the production of testing scripts, undertaking 
testing programs and auditing results. Pre- 
requisites for this position are: 

• Qualified Accountant or Certified Financial Analyst 

• 2-5 years financial experience 

• Audit and process flow analysis experience is essential 

Applicants should forward (heir CV* s to BO. Box 13052. 
Independent Newspaper, One Ca nada Square. 
Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL 


Equality in Services and Employment 


INTERNATIONAL BANK REQUIRES 



mm 



ro support the management of the Bank's Global Custody 
Services Group. Respons&Uies Include analysis, developing 
and preparing management reports, collecting, review and 
verification of management information system relevant data. 
THo successful applicant w*U possess a finance degree, 
coupled with a minimum of Km years' relevant experience, 
deafly gamed withvi a financial institution Salary 
commensurate *th experience. CVs to:- 


P.O. BOX 21015 

1SUHGT0N. LONDON HI 2ZQ 


INTERNATIONAL BANK 

requires a 

HEDGE FUND MANAGER 

Rcspansibililiuh will primarily focus on trading and 
managing private hedge funds, proprietary trading 
and risk manage me nL The successful candidate will 
possess a minimum degree level education coupled 
with a minimum two years relevant post degree 
experience. The salon' offered is commensurate 
with experience. If you possess the skills required 
for this position, please send your CV to P.Q. Box 
21015B. Islington. London N1 2XQ. 


required by expanding London baaed trading company. 
Successful applearts should have a proven track record, with a 


minimum of 5 years* trading experience on either the CME or 
CBOT. The applicant will be fully conversant with the 
mathematics of o ptio ns. Including fair -price valuing, 
sophistic a ted options strategies and the the ■graeW. A detailed 
knowledge and understanding of US (inaraal markets « 
essential, with further skills In market analysis desirable, 
fltease forward cavatlng beer and curriculum vitae 
tor the aocnooi of 

ALEXANDER W. COPE-N ORRIS 
ADVANCE TRADING (MANAGEMENT SERVICES LTD) 
Prince Rupert House, 64 Queen Street, London EC4R 1AR 
Rue 0171 248 9922 


International Corporate 
Development Manager 


Excellent Salary and Benefits 
Based Nottingham 


Research Executive 


The Boots Company PLC is a leading organisation retaifirrg, 
manufacturing and marketing leading consumer brands world-wide. 
We require a manager to assess and implement international 
strategic investment opportunities, focusing on Latin America. 

You will use latest methodologies and software to assess risk in 
capital investment proposals and will advise internal departments. 
You will liaise with legal, taxation, manufacturing and business units 
to identify and evaluate development opportunities in Latin America 
and agree strategies and investment plans with Executive Directors. 
You must employ Value Based Management principles in ail 
aspects oi the process. 

The successful candidate will have at least 2 years' experience in 
commerce and finance in Latin America including financial 
exchanges, domestic manufacturing and distribution. Exposure to 
international commerce and corporate finance is essential, with an 
in-depth knowledge of risk management techniques and Value 
Based Management. 

Strong analytical and numerical skills are required with fluency in 
English and Spanish, additional European languages would be 
advantageous. You must have proven leadership and inter-personal 
skills and be adaptable to different working environments. You must 
have a high level first degree and an MBA from a leading 
international school. 

Please send a full CV with salary details to Sue Hobraan, Group 
Services Personnel, The Boots Company PLC, 1 Thane Road 
West, Nottingham NG2 3AA. 


Independent Newspapers p!c Is an expandng 
and communications group with Interests m newspaper and 
magazine publishing, electronic media and broadcast 
arm includes the ownership of The Independent and 
Independent on Sunday. 

The Independent titles Marketing Department has a new vacancy 
for a Senior Research Executive to work as part of a ™ ^ 
researchers predominantly working on providing the 120 strong 
adveriteffig sales team with research, market information-ana sales 
presentations. . . 


This is a proactive role for someone with experience in 
publishing and/or research with a good knowledge of the NRS, 
TO and other industry surveys. The successful a pplican t should 
be a reliable team player and be able to demonstrate a good 
degree of seif-motivation and initiative as wefl as excellent 
communication skffls. They should also be numerate, used to 
working to high levels of accuracy and have the ability to get on 
with people of all ages and levels. 


The company offers a highly competitive salary and an 
excellent benefits package including 25 days holiday, pension, 
private health insurance, free use of our on-site fitness 
centre and a subsidised staff restaurant 




THE BOOTS COMPANY 


Royal & SunAlliance Insurance Group pic 
Worldwide Group Office 
Consolidation System Project Manager 
Based in Horsham 

Royal & SunAlliance is one of the world's rap ten international groups with net written 
premiums of over £9.7bn in 1998 and over 44.000 staff worldwide. It has operations in 95 
countries and writes insurance In over 130 countries worldwide. 

Ufa are currently seeking a Project Manager to join our Voridvride Consolidation System team. 

The Challenge 

You will be ex pe cted to: 

• Lead a ream of support and development staff and manage external consultants 

• Provide support to others in all time zones 

• Plan, initiate and implement project upgrades and developments 

• Meet the expectations of the Group Finance team 

• Manage the handover of developed systems to IT support functions I 

Your Profile 

\bu will possess tbe following.- 

• Be a Chartered Accountant and hold a business related de g ree ; 

• Experience of operating within a multinational institution is preferred, as is an 
understanding of insurance accounting requirements: 

• Excellent IT skills: 

• Previous successful pro j ec t management experience- P rov e n hands-on cap c \ » e nee of 
consolidation tools, c-g. Hyperion, fiasco, CLIME; 

• Strong leader with dere rniinari nn io succeed and the confidence to influence management 
a senior levels. Flair to manage 2 nd motivate a team. Strong personal credibility, 
communication and consultative skills and a focus on delivery within non-moveablc 
timescales; 

• Understanding the complexities of working in a worldwide centre oT ciccncncc; 

• OTllngness totravcL 

Applications in writing, enclosing a full CV and cunmi salary dead to: 

Mra. Annette Proion, HR Consultant. Customers & ftoplc, ROYAL G*\/ 

Worldwide Group Office, yKtiVAI.l IANCT | 

30 Berkeley Square. London W1X 5HA /pUNALUAm.1: , 


London Based, Global Reach. A leading international consulting firm 
is seeking to expand their London based capability to advise multi- 
national corporations and financial institutions over a wide range of 
management areas. This requires individuals who can operate within 
multi-disciplinary teams in a non-bierarchicul environment and work 
with senior management in the world’s leading organisations. 
Applications are invited from outstanding candidates whose profile 
includes tbe following • A strong academic record including an MBA 
from a top busines school • Experience gained in industry or 
commerce, and in a consulting role in a relevant environment • A 
de mo nst ratable crack record of achieving tangible financial results 
through process re-engineering • An understanding of marketing and 
strategic issues within multi-national corporations * Personal 
flexibility to ensure success in a challenging and demanding 
environment • Fluency in a second language would be a distinct 
advantage. An excellent package offered underlines the importance 
we attach to our people. 

Please write with full CV and details of current remuneration to Box 
No. 13056, The Independent, 17th Floor, One Canada Square, Canary 
Wharf, London E145DL. 


Technical Consultant, London 


An e-common: software firm, yk are looking for a self-staner 
who can provide both tri rhnic al support for the sales learn anJ 
build tbe technical consulting services as the business develops. 
As we are a small team, tbe ability 10 educate tbe market and to 
d e mon s t ra te business needs to customers is critical for this new 
akbe of software. 


Profile of Suitable Candidate 

• MBA from a leading European business school 

• Six or more yean experience with a major software c ompany or 
consultancy 

• Detailed experience with Qnde/SQL/G'HTML 

• Consultancy, project managem ent and staff management 
experience 

■ Sell staner and excellent problem solver 

• Convincing, flexible, exceptional listening and oommunicatkn 
UdBs 

• Ability to work in a fast paced, challenging environment 

• Fluent in English with eaatOent French language ability 


VTHE INDEPENDENT 

London Recruitment Fairs 1999 


Safety OTE £45,000 + Car + benefits + equity 


Contact Human Resources, LMcdiarioa UK, Boundary House, 
Boston Road, HanwdL London W7 2QE. 


Banking and Accountancy 
Recruitment Fair 



INTERNATIONAL 
INVESTMENT BANK 

requires a 

INVESTMENT BANKING ASSOCIATE 


11.00 am - 7.00 pm Wednesday 14 April 

Cabot Haif. Cabot Place West. Canary Wharf. London 


Responsibilities will include origination and execution of 
transactions, trade negotiation and undertaking finnp ctal 
analysis and evaluation. The successful candidate will 
have an MBA and possess a m inimum 2/3 years post 
degree experience within an investment banking 
environment. The salary offered is commensurate with 
experience. If yon possess the skills required for ibis 
position, please send your CV to P.O. Box 21015, 
Islington, London N1 2XQ. 


Free Admission 


No need to pre-register 


DISTANCE LEARNING 


Master's in Business Law 


- wide choke of subjects 

Two year course (one year option) for law/ 
non-law graduates. De Montfbrt University in 
association with ILEX Tutorial College. 
Contact ITC quoting ref: IED 
Til: 01234 844309 Web; hnp^/www 3raMurariaLac.uk 


Find t 

Meet the leading 



jobs 


^xjuntancy companies 



bution 

nentfiGrt ifefc and 


APPOINTMENTS DIARY 


Monday 

IT, Science, Engineering 

Tuesday 

Media, Marketing, Sales 


Wednesday 

Finance, Legal, Secretarial 

Thursday 

Education, Graduate 


Sunday 

Public, General 


For further information about this exciting opportunity 
Call Tom Nelson on 0171 323 4469 or 0171 323 4564 


Til-.: i'lt'li? K;?r> SpODShreti bv 


YTHE INDEPENDENT 


SAMSUNG SECURITIES 
( EUROPE } LTD. 


General Admin. O 

LhoIboA lor rqnJiJalr dural n 

EoftlbJ, nJ kumnK IT uLilLi 
ndiuimf liAen*fl/I*>**H>t« *UI1* 

fimilnir *ilii Hwctind uJ 
mu u nk nmil pluuuf. 

fv* cvoin rso rsoo 

Email, frJiMB 1 ”? ■t n t . unuJa.fa 1 


To advertise in this section 
please call the 

Accountancy & Financ ial Team 
• on 0171 293 2547. 
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Merger threat is all talk and no trousers 


JANE HAS been having problems 
with her new boss Jonathan. “You 

know the kind of man,” she says, as 

she gazes mournfully into her 
vodka. “Too much hair gd, and 
*binks you’re going to take com- 
■Jfe n fcs such as, T like to have a 
woman in each of njy teams as it 
Ihe men behave so much 
better* as a compfiment" 

what do you expect if you 

work in corporate finance?'* I com- 
ment, but secretly rm worried. 
Jane is the sort of feisty bird who 


and could probably fell trees with 
one well-aimed blow from her 
razor-sharp tongue. 

IPs unlike her to be upset by 


something so trivial, but she's 
asked for her usual “v&r without 
the 1”, so something’s bothering 
her 

She sighs heavily. “There's 
more." she says. And so tboeis. un- 
fortunately; a whole lot more. Be- 
cause Jonathan has taken a ghmg 
to Jane - and he’s sot taking no far 
an answer 

“I’ve told bin) Tm not interested, 
but he just smiles at me In a real- 
ly creepy way," Jane says and 
shudders. 

“Honestly, I'll go insam. if he 
malms another comment about 
how attractive I look today, or how 
I should wear th*f r shaifa nf lipcti<-k 

more often. 


“And if he pats me on the knee 
again-. Do you think 1 should com- 
plain to someone?" 

Always a tricky one. this. If she 
says something to personnel and 
they have a word with Km, he could 
make her life a misery. Whistle- 
blowers get short shrift in pretty 
much any business, and the City’s 
no exception. 

On the other hand, Jonathan’s 
dearly determined to treat my 
best friend as his next merger and 
aapiabonand.asfarasshe’scfln- 
ceraed. his is a hostile bid. 

“Well, I think you have to com- 
pain,” 1 say. •'You know the score. 
If you fancy them, it’s flirting. If you 
don't, it's sexual harassment 



The trader 

The office pest with 
the hands-on approach 
may not be quite what 
he appears to be 


“If he tries to btockyour career, 
you’ve got him over a barrel " 
“He'd probably like that" Jane 
replies and looks faintly sick. 
“Urgh, what a thought." ‘Own we 
both stare into our glasses and I 
wonder why the world of work has 
to be so complicated and whether 
I shouldn't have a neat vodka, too. 

Suddenly the idea of us both 
throwing in the towel and opening 
a flower shop together seems ir- 
resistibly attractive, until I re- 
member that that would probably 
mean the two of us getting up even 
earlier than we do now. 

Luckily, sexual h»nwsffw»Bt is 
something 1 haven't had to deal 
with, unless you count the ghastly 


Neii schemmg to get me sacked 
because I wouldn't go out with him 
- which, come to think of it you 
should. 

Still he never paued my knee 
and he never made a lunge, except 
on one occasion after a particularly 
rowdy business dinner, but luckily 
he^ was so drunk by that time he was 
seeing double and went for the 
wrong one of me. 

So rm full of sympathy for Jane. 
The next time I speak to her. 
though, die’s back to her old self and 
the boss problem is completely 
cured. 

I’m longing to hear what hap- 
pened to change the situation so. 
and Jane laughs "I was having 


Still no 
relief on 
charity 
tax pain 



ALMOST 300 members of the 
Cjarity finance Directors’ 
Gfuup met in London last week 
to discuss the Government's 
{reposals on the future of taxa- 
tion for the voluntary s ect or, 
outlined in the Consultation 
Document wifi) the Budget 

The reaction was disap- 
pointment While im portant in- 
centives for giving have been 
mrimfef i, fhg mam demand -far 
a rebate of charities’ VAT burden, 
or at least a big overhaul - have 
been ignored. There is no com- 
pensation for the phased loss of 
Advance Corporation Tax (ACT) 
relief, in rifrrf a £350m tax on 
charities’ income, introduced 
this year 

Almost 400 years ago the 
concept of charity was first 
enshrinedin EfagGshlaw Fbr37D 
yerns since, Britain canid boast 
tip charities (fid not pay tax. 
Tnen, in 1972, after UK entry to 
the EEC, the Chancellor, An- 
thony Barber; introduced value- 
added tax. Principally a tax on 
sales, VAT was not meant to af- 
fect companies; it was an indi- 
rect tax on consumers. But, fay 
their nature, charities are not 
bnsinessesu 'Ihey campaign and 
raise funds and are unable to 
recover tax on most spending. It 
was not a great burden when 
first levied at 5 per cent 

But successive governments 
saw the virtue of taxing spend- 
ing rather than income. VAT rose 
to 175 per cent In 1997 the cost 
to charities of irrecoverable VAT 
approached £40 0m a year 


By Stephen burgess 

Uniquely they have been hit 
twice. As the tax burden shifted 

to hvfirPC ^ j nnt nrilyrfTHf^aT- ^ip«; 

fold themselves paying more in 
VAT theywere unable to reclaim 
as much m«imp tax paid on 
covenants and the like. 

Ex- every lp fan in the baric 
rate of income tax, charities 
lose about fl5m in tax reclaims. 
As rates dropped from 35 to 23 
per cent the cost to charities 
climbed fay £200m. With the 
prospect of more falls, income 
will be hit farther 

Hie tax and VAT implica- 
tions were lost an donors, per- 
haps fortunately A 1996 survey 
found that 80 per cent of people 
thought charities (fid not pay tax 
and 90 per cent believed they 
should not 

What was more, as Conserv- 
ative governments began to 
withdraw support from the wel- 
fare state, charities saw the 
VAT bill rise even farther Ihk- 
ingoverroles played by local au- 
thorities, saving money by using 
volunteers, having to pay VAT 

and then Hgtening to minis ters 

talkofthetaxbenefitoprovkied 
to charity made for all over- 
whelming seise of injustice. 

In 1997 New Labour’s mani- 
festo for the voluntary sector 
appeared to embrace the goals 
of charities and, if it was to help 
to reduce go vernm ent p endin g, 
volunteering had a vital role. 

Weeks after comingto power 
foe Hhanrollnr armft imiwl foe 





Anthony Barber introduced value-added tax when Chancellor in 1971; tty 1997, irrecoverable VAT was costing charities op to £400m a year 


removal of ACT relief It was a 
revenue-rriring measure along- 
side the windfall tax an utilities 
and privatised industries, and 
Parities were also hit The total 
tax bQl on charities was now 
building towards Pihn, 8 per 
cait oftotal income. A farore was 
avoided by the negotiation of a 
seven-year phase-in and 
promise of a wholesale review. 

Charities started to feel more 
optimistic that they were being 
heard and some compensation 
for foe ever-rising tax burden 
was on the way. Wuntary or- 
ganisations united in calls for a 
rebate in the cost of VAT sim- 
plification of the tax rules and 
more incentives for gjviug. 

Now. a year late, foe Consul- 
tation Document has been pub- 
lished. Cleaity the Government 
is unable of unwillin g to meet 
calls for a VAT rebate. Con- 
cerns about EU law, misuse of 
charity statns and pressure from 
foe snail-business lobby about 
fair trade are too great Ibis is 


not an uncaring (J |W| ningnti 
WhenTbrty Blair talks Ufa Third 
Why a giving generation and 
helping those who help those 
who cannot help themselves, it 
is with conviction. But how is it 
to be done? Where do charities 
go from here? 

The Consultation Document 
does include ways to support the 
sector Government proposes 
help with income generation, 
which could turn the tide on the 
key issue affecting charities 
today - foe falling number of 


donors. While not addrpgang 
specific requests, the proposals 
are valid. A lower tax burden 
would be a boon today but the 
lifeblood of tomorrow’s charity 
is its volunteers and donors. 
Without them, there will be no 
money to spend and nobody fa 
do the work. But is foe promise 
of help tomorrow good enough 
when charities are hurting 
today? 

The proposals to extend Mil- 
lennium Gift Aid and provide 
stmmfi for payrofl giving go far- 


ther than expected, and there 
are signs the Government is 
ready fa do more if charities 
show this would boost support 
Both systems offer the chance 
to engage dooms through a 
simple, tax-effective system of 

regula r givin g at flfln rafaHp mgt, 

With effective marketing this 
must hek> charities to obtain and 
develop support. But they need 
some assurance that the tax re- 
claim will not continue to be 
eroded as the basic rate of in- 
come tax drops. Responses to 


the Consultation are due by 31 
August, and the Government re- 
quests consideration of some 30 
points. 

While the proposals do not go 
far enough, by encouraging giv- 
ing, they offer charities a rod to 
fish with. 

Stephen Burgess is Charities 
Director at the accountants 
SafferyChampness. He serves 
cn the management committee 
overseeing the new MP Sec- 
ondment Scheme. 


birthday drinks for Toby tn Rupert 
Street at the weekend: just me and 
1 0 lembh camp gay men Anyway, 
who should I spot in a corner but 
Jonathan - with a tight white 
T-shirt and his arm draped round 
a beautiful boy. H 

"You mean. . I say. “Yes." Jane 
continues, "All that heavy-hauded 
flirting is a cover up You know w hat 
the City’s tike. He’s terrified some- 
one might find out he’s not straight, 
and ends up ovurcompensaiing 
massively." 

There's a relief, I think Jane* can 
relax at work, and the tonic water 
industry gets a reprieve. 

“Oh. and there’s one more thing,'' 
Jane says. "1 got my promotion " 


Struggle 

against 

fraud 

By Roglr Trait 

IF THE string of business scan 
rfaLs in recent years ha> liennm 
strated one thing it is that fraud 
is not an isolated incident. It is 
a constant fact of life 

In recognition of this, the 
audit faculty uf the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants in Eng 
land and Wales has produced a 
video-based training package 
aimed at raising auditors' 
awareness of the risks post'd by 
corporate fraud. 

Although you might have 
thought that the many (faunal 
fo collapses since the end of the 
1 980s would have raised aware- 
ness of the problem. Gerry 
Acher, chairman of the institute's 
audit faculty said it hud been 
struck by the lack of training to 
combat fraud in the profession- 
al and business sectors. 

Bart of the problem, he said, 
was that companies (fid not like 
to ffsdosc they had been the vic- 
tims of fraud And in Britain 
thcrewas no culture of whistle- 
blowing. 

The institute is believed to be 
the only professional body of- 
fering training in this area, so 
the package, which cost £100,000 
to develop, should iin a gap. It 
is a realistic case study of how 
an audit can go wrong when a 
fraudster is involved. 

Mr Acher pointed out that 
foe increasing complexity of 
business and the constant pres- 
sure to perform make fraud 
more, rather than less, likely. 

The Auditor at Risk padage 
is available until 30 April at a 
discount of £195 for faculty 
members; £275 non-members. 


BUSINESS TO BUSINESS 


Opportunities 


Nuts and bolts 
training adds up 


URGENTLY REQUIRED 

SHOW KITCHENS 

Rarest Kitchens Ltd. Urgently require homes in 
selected areas of the UK to fit SHOW KITCHENS. 
We will build you a tailor-made kitchen at a fraction 
of the normal price, If you allow us to introduce up 
to six prospective customers. 

For full details phone: 

01908 520843 exL 23 
and ask for John Waterman 

Forest Kitchens Lid., — 

Uttie Horwood, MUfe 

Bucks MK3.7 OPS 


Services 


“How to find the right lender 
and get the best possible 
finance package in the market!" 


If y««j want m race new (ounce, ut •>>uld like in 
tout rusting iacilnies m cm help yni nbuir. the 1 km p.*vuMc 
rates, flexible terms anJ anorJihlr rvpJMncnts - 


Services 


Tum our expertise 
into your export ease 

Whether you arc a fnM-mner w an nUKobcd exporter, make 
Ihe Gnsemmrm Hxpmu Website yuur fira pan nf call lor 
devek^HQg expel Mnacgy ami mtnex* siks kud* ami cumctx 

m R?| I Export miellipOKr starts here: 

www.dti.gov.uk/ots/ 


RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL 

and ask for John Waterman _ ""W** tawmns iwwv 

tapnty rrtcJSf loom (jrc Hunter. tft.b 

Forest Kitchens Ltd., A ^ _ ****«■■• rntou** L«»:* 

LttUe Horwood, /i^r^ t . . 
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Equity rrtcdie lajtti 
tfralpim . u . 


WHEN SIMON DAVIES joined 
foe retafi group Dixons a few 
years ago be quid^F realised 
that foe level of demand for 
quality young accountants 
meant that foe company and 
others like it were going to 

findfthyi reflsmgty dffffimlttp do 
what they had traditionally 
done - fin their finance positions 
with part-qualified and newly 
qualified chartered accoun- 
ts* emerging from firms. 

As a result Mr Davies, foe 
cnmpany’g planning and anaiv- 
sis director, “started from 
nowhere, developinga training 
scheme”. 

And when the Chartoed In- 
stitute of Management Ac- 
countants (CSma) came up with 
its T raining Through Partner- 
ship CFFP) initiative it seemed 
Eke an ideal opportunity, he 


By ROGER TRAPP 

themselves gain from being on 

a recognised course. Dixons, 
which has just become the 
1,000th partner in the scheme 
that started in 1996, has 10 
people involved and is ex- 
panding that number by five a 

year 

The success of the scheme 
comes as the Cima qualification 
appears to be increasingly at- 
tractive to all sorts of employ- 
ers. largely because of its 
p racti cal grounding in the^ “nuts 
and befits” of business. 

The institute says one fi- 
nancial (Erector has said the re- 
quirement that trainees apply 
their knowledge in a under 
business context was partfeu- 
Iarty useful since his company 
expected trainees to make an 


nr Among the facets wfrich the 


ishen riimarWng a gains t other 
companies’ training efforts. 

Mr Davies sees this as a 
“very important? element in 
V*ping the company to en- 
sure that it has an excellent 


start 

But it is not just companies 
which are seeing the benefits. 
Government departments and 
other pubito-sector boefies are 


In turn, that helps the com- 
pany differ entiate itself in the 
marketplace fra: good-quality 
recruits, while the graduates 


Hath® that helps employers to 
regulate foe amounted training 

and mofiriency that should have 

been attained at each stage of 
foe student’s development 
The TTP programme 
achieves this through offering 


a highly structured course in 
four stages, each with four 
modules- ranging from finan- 
cial accounting fundamentals to 
management accounting con- 
trol systems. 

According to Customs & Ex- 
cuse, one of foe public sector 
bodies to have signed up, a key 
benefit is that the scheme pro- 
vides “a key professional 
benchmark” for training ac- 
countants. 

PricewaterfcouseCoopers, 
the world’s largest accounting 
and general professional ser- 
vices firm, has set about es- 
tablishing the programme in 
such places as Poland, Cyprus 
and Malaysia- 

Allan McNab, founder of the 
firm’s training scheme, said 
Cuna had addressed foe con- 
cern about foe continuing glob- 
al shortage of world-class 
finanrial business managers. 

Jake Claret, Cima’s director 
of member services, says: 
“What we’ve developed is a 
total-quality approach to foe 
needs of students and business 
to ensure a win-win situation." 

Pointing out that it com- 
bined flexibility and practical- 
ity with a rigorous structure, he 
adds : “But what makes 
TTP stand out is that it is an 
employer-based partnership.” 
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BUSMCSS MFFtaitllCS? 

CftSH FUXU PROBLEMS? 
LUe con help. Equity 
Investment ovoiloble 
anmedioteki. Also 
commerool martQOQes 
and bridging foallties. 

lei: 0181 958 C900A9M 
Fes 0181 958 4977 
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Fbr only E69S0 plus VAT 
Music World supply ratal ere with quality music 
cassettes & CD's at half the normal ratal price. You 
wfll receive outlets, fuBy stocked with a wide range 
of artists & titles, fufly supported with backup stock, 
which can aam you a tremendous income, far appnsdmatdy 


Phone for Information pack 
24 HOUR FREEPHONE 
0800 7838239 


0500 545 050 
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UOTQUE opponunfry in own 
tauertar u ti l ffl hu l nrii , 
pnst^ouB loaJoo. curaer 

^IkatooD Wi LAkldrt VI 

mh Ioor lose. UK aad 
ln ie n m ional cScaidc 

■CuiTcm rumorcr bi rcjckifl 

* of £250.000. 

Currml owner wWitap le 
mire, but wfll comtaue if 
nsdid n Cjcflgatr ir ntw t rr 
Bldlcal ronlarli awl trade ; 
Infaramlon. 

Tcnr*> ocscKUblc. 

CiD Annette on (1171 tZi 2216, 
0171 724 JJJ2. Sddrcm 
Ikeonn, IWSeyniour Aacc. 
London will 5TN 


needed to take this 
telephone business imo 
(be new nuflerauum. 

Call: 0845 6662097 
then coriaei 
01903783975 
or 0181 766 6660 
Quote KaWEl/lnd. 



Need a bank account 
or credit card today? 

UK or offahore. personal or business 100%; 
guaranteed. Credit line £15,000. Business: 
merchant ng service. P60's Gmited companies £45. : 
i In fact, ring us about anything, usually we have a j 
I solution. Professional friendly advice given by] 
i licensed credit broker. 

| The Original Moneybox established 40 years and i 
open 24 hours a day. Credit card payments taken, j 


CALL 01902 843 565 TODAY 


Expense Reduction Analysis (ERA), arguably Ihe UK's 
largegjUql most successful cost reduction consultants 

join owgr^^miKI^Msociats you wS be running 
your own prafessonal,'h>mB based consultancy as pat 
of a wrt*^teaffl,Gj^byourex^^ 

System providing suppfeer databases, pricing mfomiabon 
and much more. 

If ypchwe ever Bnughtof running ^ur^wj business 
consultancy then you must rorsder a feenM«itfi ERA 
For only £18900 plus VAT off package ndudes - 

* lS0aconfladnaininB.racDRSidUQr 

aqsedBnce s necessary 

* Pro^busfaes system v^ix^ succeawwidwide 

* FarmiceaTmigpoteriii9l£60^pM|M»t« 

* Excepfora) support, as pst of a stnnff^wMMn 


EXPENSE REDUCTION AflRALVSTS 


To find out more call: 01962 849444 
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Me and My Partner 

WILLIAM CAREY AND NIGEL LEGGE 

William Carey was recruited by Nigel Legge to his sales team 13 years ago. Nine years later, the pair established River and 
Mercantile Asset Management, specialising in the UK stock market. They now manage £550m on behalf of 7,000 clients 
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“We wanted to challenge some of the conventional thinking, that you had to be a big company to be in fend management*: William Carey deft) and Nigel Legge have headed River and Mercantile since 1995 3bm Craig 
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HP PRINTERS USE COLOUR LAYERING TECHNOLOGY. 
A COMPLICATED NAME FOR A SIMPLE IDEA. 


No ocher printers sharpen colours like HP 
LaserJets and InkJets. To hone every dot, 
HP LaserJets apply multiple layers of toner 
with our l mage REt system. HP InkJets use 
our PhotoREt system, applying up to 16 
drops of ink to every dot That’s how. even 
on run-oF-th e-mill office paper and at up to 


6 colour pages a minute, our printers can 
produce virtually every shade that the 
human eye can see. So the image you get is 
the photo-quality image you want And it’s 
yours when you take your pick from the 
widest choice of business coLour printers. 
Welcome to the cutting edge of technology. 


For more information on HP’s range of colour printers for business, call us now on: 

0990 474747 
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HEWLETT 
PACKARD 

Expanding Possibilities') 


W ILLIAM CAREY: 

In 1986, 1 wrote to 
tiie managing di- 
rector of Hender- 
son Administration to say I 
was interested in working in the 
unit trust industry. I was hauled 
in front of Nigel the sales di- 
rector; who offered to make 
me part of bis team: I had a de- 
fined number of clients in a spe- 
cific part of the country and my 
job was to make sure they got 
a good service. Nigel was huge- 
ly enthusiastic, very loyal and 
able to get things done. He’s fo- 
cused, and it was good to hold 
on to his coat-tails. I was with 
someone who was definitely 
going places. 

I was out on the road four 
days a week, with five appoint- 
ments a day. I explained to 
clients that I was new to the job, 
but they could ask me any 
question and I would get the in- 
formation for them. I enjoyed 
the role of selling enormously, 
but it was a big company and 
tone were a lot of people above 
me. I was keen to look at other 
sides of the business, and I was 
offered another job as an in- 
vestment manager for an in- 
dependent financial adviseg 
the John Lamb Group. 

Then Nigel, who had been of- 
fered the job of sales director 
at James Capd, said: “Here’s 
a hefl of an opportunity -do you 
want to come and join me?” 
That put me in a difficult posi- 
tion because I had made a big 
decision to join the John Lamb 
Group. I jumped on my motor- 
cycle and went to see the two 
owners of the group that 
evening. They thought I should 
take it, so I joined NIgeL 
When I started at James 
Capel our job was to raise 
money as quickly as possible. 
We were able to offer clients 
something different: people 
liked the idea that we were rec- 
ommending James Capel prod- 
ucts, because the name bad a 
certain pedigree. We started as 
a small team -just 12 - but as 
it grew, Nigel became manag- 
ing director and I was sales di- 
rector for European business. 

We have always worked in- 
credibly closely. During that 
time, we grew to know each 
other veryweJL Then in 1994, 1 
got a call out of the blue, ask- 
ing whether I would be inter- 
ested in setting up a unit trust 
company. I thought there was 
no point in leaving a trig com- 
pany to join another unless 
you got equity. But the carrot 
was there. 

I didn’t feel I had the confi- 
dence to be the lead man, so I 
spoke to Nigel and we decided 
this was very much something 
we would like to do. Ws realised 
we would never have tried to set 
up a company called Legge 
Car^ but what was presented 
in this company was a name — 
River and Mercantile -that had 
beenaround for 108 years, with 
easting funds under manage- 
ment, and we could call the 
shots. That was very interest- 
ing and very exciting. 

We wanted to challenge 
some of the conventional think- 
ing: that you had to be a big 
company to be in fund man - 
agement, fig example. I think 
people thought we were mad, 
but ncfooty can criticise you for 
having a go. Soon after we 
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started trading on 14 July 1995, 
our parent company sold off the 
investment trusts to other 

hmia^, Thatf»Tiangi»H mirppr- 

spective on life. We hadn't 
thought it was a possibility 
when we joined, but it did make 
sense because they were com- 
plex structures and due to wind 
up in the year 2000. But we 
could no longer s ay we had 
£400m under management, so 

flint was quit e a frightening i ffy 

ment How were we going to 
persuade fund managers to 
join us when there was nothing 
to run? We were told we had to 
cut costs by 35 per cent, and we 
had a pretty open meeting with 
all the guys who had joined. We 
said: “We can cut staff; or we 
could take a pay cut” We didn’t 
lose anyone, but people took 
that big cot, and I think they 
knuckled down. They were al- 
ways convinced that we could 
do something. The most satis- 
fying moment was after about 
18 months wfaep we made more 
money than we spent That re- 
lieved a lot of the pressure 
about one's responsibility to the 
people who work here. It would 
have been difficult for one per- 
son to have not gone com- 
pletely bald during that first 
period. But we shared it Nigel 

‘Many people have 
trodden on a lot 
of toes to be 
successful - but 
you have to have 
trust and our style 
has been built on 
trust and openness* 


is an optimist and very positive. 
He is good at talking to the 
press and is passionate about 
the industry. My role was to look 
after the people in the business. 
It’s the combination that’s so 
good. 

We have been able to 
achieve things witl jut causing 
alot of upset Aiot of people are 
successful but they haverft half 
trodden on toes to get there. I 
would like to think River and 
Mercantile has a nice, informal 
but professional environment, 
and that everyone feels they 
know us well You have to be 
able to trust people, and our 
whole style has relied on trust 
and openness. It’s useful to 
bare team support, where you 
are looking out for the others. 


N igel legge-. i 

was at Henderson 
when I met Wffliam 
-the interview last- 
ed seven minutes, and although 
it wasn't long enough to tell if 
he had the talent, he seemed 
like a pretty solid, nice gity and 
someone I could work with. I 
enjoyed sales and marketing 
because there was nothing 
travelator-like about it - you 
weren't in toe office, thumbing 
through boxes of cards, but 
you were entertaining people 
and cnmmimiraflng - and toe 
people I was woridng with were 
like-minded. 

What was particularly re- 
freshing was the complete hon- 
esty wito which we admitted the 
things we didn't know. Wfifiam 
would say: “I don’t fully under- 


stand investment, but I 
wouldn’t be here trying to en- 
courage you to buy if I didn’t ( - 
have tremendous confidence in 
the people who are doing it" It 
was an nppn J tr usting app roach 
to get people to invest with us. 

We didn’t want to hoodwink 
anybody. If we could build our 
business round transparency 
integrity and honesty,! thought 
we could achieve something. It 
was an environment where you 
could respect and work with 
each other’s strengths and 
weaknesses, which is why 
Wiliam and I have stuck to- 
gether for so tong. I am much 
more impatient than he is, but 
we have learnt to act as a foil 
to e ac h other 

I left Henderson in 1988 for 
James Capel. William had left 
to become an investment man- 
ager for private clients -he was 
slipping over to the other side £ 
of the fence, and it was a valu- ’ 
able period for him. Then be 
and Richard tfarquhai; who is 
now also at River and Mer- 
cantile, joined James Capel 
and we had a good sales team 
because we enjoyed each 
other’s company and did busi- 
ness with people who were 
happy to do business. It was 
fluid and never felt hierarchical 
-there was a strong chemistry 
between us. We experienced 
huge expansion, and Jam es 
Capel became part of HSBC. 
One aspect of William's re- 
sponsibility was looking after 
the PEP business, which was 
complex and highly regulated 
and therefore needed a safe 
pair ofhands. It also helped that 
w illiam is a great diplomat 

It just followed on that we 
would set up together. We 
would kick around ideas of 
what we thought we would do, 
unless it was blindingly obvious 
- in which case we would just 
do it In bigger companies, you 
have to manage in the way 
that gives you the best chance 
of further progress - which is 
about politics. What’s important 
is delivery. William and I are 
both quite strong-willed, and we 
have occasionally disagreed, 
but it now gets resolved quick- 
ly - when one has a firm view 
on something you can say “I re- 
ally don't think you are right on 
this one.” 

I remember at James Capel 
people always talking about 
the future. We had a fantastic 
role, and I remember saying to 
William: “Vfe are not gang to go 1 
anywhere -unless we are given ' 
a chance to do our own thing,” 
The opportunity came up soon 
after; through a contact of 
Wiliam’s. The crunch came 
when it was time to leave: it was 
very difficult and we had huge 
trepidation, but there was a cer- 
tain pull It was something we 
had to have a go at We M there 
was a good chance that- we 
nnght be stole to build some- 
thing.! don’t think either of us 
wanted to get to 60, only to 
think: “We should have had a 
crack at it* 

William is now toe godfather 
to my one-year-old daughter, 
which is nice after all the 
ground we have covered. We 
now have £550na that we man- 
age for other people, which is 
considerable growth, and 
progress beyond all our ex- 
pectations. 
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Sexual deviant 



Bully 


Drug pusher 


Hamster molester 


So, what’s your complaint? 
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t was Sooty and Sweep’s turn to fed 
the teph of public disapproval litis 
week. The anarchic glove-puppets 
were criticised by the Independent 
Tetevision Commission for excessive 

sniffing on screen -though it was the 

scent of aramaiherapy oils r ather 
than solvents or Bolivian dandruff 
1 prflf drifted up their cute little nos- 
trils. “It sounds stBy,” an ITC spokeswoman said 
defensive^ hi the wake of much sarcastic com- 
ment in the media. “But if you bad seen them 
splashmjglhe oils about and sniffing and giggling 

and faffing bvM-... These oOs can be dangerous.” 

Bart of the Commission’s job is to monitor ad- 

vertisements and programmes shown on inde- 
pmiail teSevisioii; in this case, they said, it was 
thqr dtif y to protect driMrai from viewing *dan- 
gaxjus behaviour which could be easily imitat- 
etT. But they dfcfcft themsdves i^tlscaid the <ii^y 

bears for misbehaving. They were forced to step 

in Hfh^tf^ rp^rfgpdiicmnplftinfslrQtutttepub- 
Dc Qnclutfing two worried ar o math e rapists). 

To Hbatarians this little episode may seem 

a fine example of what a mollycoddled nahan we 

have become, presided over by an overbearing 

nanny state. But it raises the question of what 

wiwiMK! the great British public sufficiently 


knees than the average Muslm prayer-day; bat 
100 copqdaints is dneken-feed when compared 
to the record 1^554 complaints that flooded into 
the ire’s mailbox in protest at the televising of 
Martin Scorsese’s Last ^temptation qf Christ in 
1995. The pubEc merejy whimpered at Queer as 
fb Be. Iten years ago it would have roared. And 
significantly, many of the complaints came not 
from people who object to gay sex on fceflybnt 
from gays who rejected the portrayal of homo- 
sexuals as heartless flesh-ban d i t s. 

The old shock-horror response to graphic 
smut is still vestigially with us, but now c«n- 

plaints tsml to occur when the sexual “offinrsive” 

pops up in an unexpected piax^, like the lesbian 

kiss ia.Emmerdale<86 complaints at the IT© 

and the incest storyline in Brodkside (54 com- 

plaints - though heaven knows who could still 
be surprised by a Brookside story line). 

The majority of sex-related complaints these 

days are very PC. According to the Advertising 

S tandar ds Authority, the guardian of standards 

m press and poster advertising, people are in- 

BY MARY BRAID AND JOHN WALSH 


double) was being prodded with a pendL 
“What it bad to do with jeans, I'm not sure," 
confesses a baffled ITC spokeswoman. “But par- 
ents complained that children woe upset be- 
cause tfasy had had hamsters that died, or might 
die some day. We rarely pull an advert, but the 
Levi ad was shifted to after 9pm.” 

Tbe ASAfemost complamed^boul advert also 
involved animals, nametya cow on a poster winch 
reflected, via a thought-bubble, that if becom- 
ing a burger was all there was to look forward 
to it was best to be washed down with Im Bru. 
An astonishing 589 people complained about the 

ruminativ e bovine. “Some were animal lovers, 

o&egsveg^arians,” recalls an ASA, spokesman. 

“Hindus also complained an fee grounds that the 

cow was sacred.” The ASA. did not uphold the 
complaint. They did not think the advert caused 


The eating of a human placenta on Hugh 

Fteamky-WhfflingBtall’s TV Dinners programme 

lastyeai; in which the wall of a human womb was 


creasingjty by the portrayal of women 

- gndmpn -«<;seY objects. A half-naked vwmiaii 


and broadcasting regulators, 
v Sex, for example, no longer winds us up as it 
■sSsed to.- Ah, the happy days of the Sixties, when 
every Wednesday Play on BBC1 was greeted 
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teiiers’ Association into a loop, and every 


nc 


of a Fart Said brotheL 


Chatteriey, Ftortnoy), in the theatre (O Catod- 
tof, Hair), in the movies (Women m iave. 
Flesh) andinpuWic life; they complained about 
the very .existence of Mandy Rice-Davie 5 )^^ 


half-naked; then because she was being casu- 
ally exploited. Now a half-naked male swigging 

Diet Coke and being ogled by stenographers in 
horn-rim specs is just as Sk^y to upset gender 
fascists. Violence and bad language in adver- 

tisements are Jess likely to upset ns these 
days, say the ITC, although French Coanedaods 
enormous “fcuk” hoardin gs showing a spiky fe- 
maJp- hppl about to penetrate a male bottom rep- 
resent the edge of the acce p tab le tend showthat 

coaz^lamers about such things have no sense 
of humour). And when it comes to compl a in ts 


define case for the public-decency watchdogs. 
TifrU yti gldn’ t pnmplam that It was etplnitin g an- 

imals, nor that it was an unwarranted invasion 
of the human boefy It didn't even look particu- 

larly gross. The Broadcasting Standards Com- 
mission censured the programme saying that, 
despite warnings, many people had been taken 

by surprise (jperiiaps they misread the recipe as 
polenta), but the ITC found nothing to criticise. 
There’s a growing tendency for pressure 


rear 


occupy the high, ground rfcontrovergrtiiat^ was 
once the province of nudity and Alf Garnett 

ypy fo thp hamster; whn&e *Vfeath r in the 

r*H^>rrfly pr ompt ed 'Sig cam- ^ 

^derations rfJbto Lennon^ pjamtstotheirC-In the Levi commercial, Kevin nottfai^thatredmdancywasasubjectforbu- 

These day^byomitrast,tii® xvas^umi naming round his ex^eise-wiKel in mom;” says the woman hom the ZTC. And the 

romplafols about C4s_ “KJLfSETJE rndeandhanwhealtiLButflienthewbedbroke, compaiypulledtheadverLAtthetopoftheQm^ 


to the ITC and other boffiesen masse, and each 

timetbeydo,ourperceptiono£whatexactiycon- 

oerns “the pifolfo” gris (fistorted. But sometimes 
yon can find unexpected little sensitivities 
among more predictable issues. Consider the 
tongue-in-cheek IKEA advert, for instance, in 
which an employee ^ was made redundant so that 
hisMmpanycoiiWbaynewfiiniituraAstream 
of indignant letters followed. “Conqilainers (fid 


rude and happy health. But ftien the^ wbed broke, 
Kterindedofbaredom--aDd at theadvwft bleak 

ji naifr, a dead hamster (thankfoDy a rodent- 


mission’s complaints chart, alongside Jesus 

Christ and Kevm the hamsta; sits AfirarnsfiVa- 


ture - a controversial appraisal of the environ- 
mental lobby shown cm C4 last year Q51 com- 
plaints) and Hell’s Angel, an unflattering 
portrayal ofMother Teresa 034 complmnts). In 
both cases, the complaints exemplified anoth- 
er modern trend: where once we might have 
been shocked by heresy or have deprecated the 
despoliation of the rainforests, we now complain 
about unfairness and partiality lacked balance, 
under-representation of a point of view, heart- 
lessness. We have become unsbockaMe, to a de- 
gree, by scenes of sexual coupling, erf violence, 
of war and assassination, of flayed flesh and the 

use of the c-wortL We nuy blink at Sex and the 

C% or The Lakes, but soon accept them as mod- 

ern comedy or “strong” drama. Instead of com- 
plaining about the things that upset our parents' 
generation, we are newly attuned to questions 

of balance, more concerned about the sensitiv- 

ities of others. 

We complain about different things. Finding 
fault has been a national pastime with the British 

people for at feast a thousand years, since they 

complained about the unpreparedness of their 

king; Etbefred, bade in the year 1000. In the 

Nineties, certain things have achieved an icon- 

ic status as Complaint Fbdder. All taxi d riv e r s 
and schoolchildren now seem required to dis- 

parage tiie Millennium Dome as a “waste of 
money”. It’s not that it looks funny or is difficult 

to get to; it’s that it represents an “unfair” use 

of taxpayers’ money and lottery funds. It’s un- 
fair to the poor; the hospitalised, the needy-- 
Maybe it has become harder to ranapfain. Take 
restaurants, for instance. Once we objected to 
a tiy in tbe vicibyssoKe and expected it to be dealt 
with unquestfooin^y. Now; restaurants have 
raised their game so stratospherieaBy you’re 
more likely to find the proprietor conqilHining 
about you - your dull impatience at waiting an 
hour for the pan-fried Jo^Doiy your feihire to 
appreciate the unearthly lightness of the cop- 
pucxnno de T7ioulte con^aiimig today about 

finding a hafr m ft e tagtae of p<»fc at a fashion 
aMe restaurant and they may wefisqj; “It’s prob- 
ably one of yours" and ctxnpliunaboiftbowyauVe 
mined the dish with your galloping alopecia 
Once we could demand to see the manager 
Now we watch restaurateurs anTVJatare- 
spectfol (fistance, and conqdain about having to 
watch Gordon Ramsay chewing the face off his 
pastry chef It’s just not good enough. 
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TORONTO OR NEW YORK 

Five nights at Toronto Sheraton flying one way on 
Concorde • depart from Heathrow or Manchester 
• twice monthly from May till October • Niagara with 
helicopter • city (our • luncheons • theatre £1,999 


BA 747 to New York on 
Sheraton fine. Sat) • C 


three nights at 
to Heathrow £2,999 


WHALES IN ICELAND 

Fly to Iceland on 19 June • five nights • tour Reykjavik, 
Gulfoss Falls and springs at Geysir* icebergs boat trip 
• see whales in Midnight Sun • Concorde return £1,999, 
or £2,699 with Concorde supersonic both ways on 24 June 

MONACO GRAND PRIX 

Day return flight to Nice on 16 May from Luton or 
Manchester • luncheon and seat at Mirabeau £699, 
or £1 ,499 with Concorde supersonic from Heathrow, 
or £1,999 for Concorde weekend in Nice on 14-16 May 

ORIANA & ORIENT-EXPRESS 

Concorde to Tenerife on 9 April or 9 Nov. • five 
night Oriana muse to Southampton via Lanzarote 
and Vigo • Orient-Express to Victoria £1,799 

QE2 WITH ORIENT-EXPRESS 

Orient-Express to Southampton on 16 May • lour 
"it QE2 cruise to Vfllefranche via Barcelona * visit 
l onaco • Concorde return from Nice £1,69 9 

Orient-Express to Southampton on 7 June • three night 
QE2 cruise to Tenerife* Concorde return £1,499 

Orient-Express, QE2 and Concorde to New York and 
Toronto on 27 June, 22 Aug. or 19 Sept £3,999 

SUPERSONIC LUNCHEON 

Concorde supersonic luncheon flight from Heathrow 
on 12 April or 17 May • visit flight neck from £599 

Far our full colour brochure, please ulep&otu: 

0181-992 4477 

orvritrto 

SUPERlAnVE TRAVEL 

43, Woodhurst Rond. London. W3 6SS 
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School gimmicks 


Sin Mentors and special tuition for 
10 per cent of bright pupils- Who 
dreams up these gimmicks at the 
Department for Education and 
Employment? I have just retired 
after 30 years as teacher and head 
and the stupidity of this department 
never ceases to astonish me. 

The answer to the problems of 
difficult schools is smaller 
teaching groups, which enable the 
teacher to give more time to the 
special needs of pupils. 

Instead of wasting millions of 
pounds on ‘initiative a day” 
management, just give the money 
to schools and allow them to 
employ more teachers (not 
mentors, whatever they are.) 

Many MPs, including Mr Blah; 
have moved their children to 
schools with budgets that enable 
them to operate small teaching 
groups. listen to the teachers, Mr 
Blair, not the dvQ servants. Classes 
of thirty are a disgrace and it is 
about time class size was brought 
into line with the private sector. 
TONY CALLAGHAN 
Harpenden, Hertfordshire 


Sin The Government wants A- 
level students to attend classes for 
many more hours each week. 

At present, most students do 
part-time work during their free 
time. They can then save up some 
money to help them afford to go to 
university. Finding time to do this 
will be virtually impossible now. 

Guess who forced students into 
this part-time work, by cutting 
higher education grants? 

WYN DAVIES 
BurryportfDyfed 


Sin Having had two children from, 
my family experience the 
challenges of comprehensive 
education I, like Deborah Orr 
(Comment, 23 March), find the 
idea of extra tuition for the so- 
called talented risible. It suggests 
an uneasy balance between 
remaining nationally committed to 
non -selective education while at 
the same time promoting internal 
selection procedures which will be 
identified by staff and rinirirwn 
alike as divisive and arbitrary. 
When I was a governor of Pimlico 
school I would never have 
sanctioned such special treatment 

Comprehensives, if they are to 
work, must create a community of 
talent in which the less able never 
feel excluded Pimlico offered all the 
support necessary to the bright and 
determined children but was 
struggling to cope with the 
marginal ones who needed 
focusing. These children could 
benefit from extra tuition and a 
whole variety of extra-curricular 
activities. Sadly comprehensives, 
because of their comparatively low- 
income parents, are rarely able to 
raise enough money from the PTAs. 
Hence the private sector wins. That 
is where the Government should be 
directing the money. 

By endorsing Tbry marketing 
concepts which encourage us all to 
scrutinise the league tables, the 
Government has fallen on its face. It 
is unrealistic to expect that those 
middle-class parents whose sole 
concern is their own child’s 
prospects, and who are locked into 
the relentless scramble for 
selective secondary school places, 
will be converted to comprehensive 
education by this offering. 
NICHOLAS PAUL 
London SWU 


Sin It takes less than a week in 
teaching to appreciate that only a 
minority of children are very 
intelligent. It is obvious that those 
who are will best flourish and 
realise their potential when 
educated among their peers and 
that those who teach them should 
be sympathetic and cultured. 

The ethos of the majority of 
comprehensive schools is anti- 
elitist and anti-intellectual (a 
major source of bullying) . 
Discriminating middle-class 
parents shun hem for this reason. 

When the Government's 
proposed experiment in the 
comprehensives fails, common 
sense and competition will restore 
the grammar schools. 

PG ADDISON 
Ipswich 


Letters to the Editor 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor, The Independent, I Canada Square, London EI4 5DL and include a daytime telephone number, 
fax to 0171 293 2056 or e-mail to letterst'aindependent.co.uk. E-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal address. 

Letters may be edited for length and daritv 



HMS Invincible No 3: Inside the nose cone of a Sea Harrier, open for maintenance, is the British-designed Blue Vixen radar, the new partner to the 
American AMRAAM (advanced medium range anti-aircraft missile), also known as 'fire and forget* Neville Elder 


Sir: Ministers claim they are 
privatising Hackney education 
authority because they are acting 
on behalf of Hackney parents and 
children (“Hackney loses control 
of its schools”, 20 March). 

In fact at no time have local 
people been consulted about this. 
And privatising the education 
authority was not part of the local 
election manife sto or my 
manifesto at the general election, 
for the very good reason that this is 
not Labour Party policy. 

There is no evidence that this 
step will raise standards. What it 
wUl do is put tens of thousands of 
pounds .which should be spent in 
schools 4n the pockets of 
consultants and contractors. And 
it will undermine local control. 

If ministers really want to raise 
standards in areas like Hackney 
they should try giving teachers a 
decent salary rise. But that would 
mean taxing Middle England. And 
the Chancellor has actually ait 
income tax. So New Labour is 
prepared to sacrifice the life 
chances of poor children on the 
altar of low taxation, and rely 
instead on gimmicky management 
changes and consultants. 

DIANE ABBOTT MP 
(Hackney North and Stoke 
Newington, Lab) 

House qf Commons 


product the US public seems 
to want 

MARKWOODWARD 
London, E15 


US trade war 


Sin It beggars belief that the US is 
invoking free trade agreements in 
an attempt to force Europe to 
accept GM animal growth 
hormones (“US and Europe row 
overGM milk”, 22 March), Which 
are not only unnecessary, bid 
actually harmful to human health. 

Free trade is not intended to 
subvert national health strategies 
simply to provide US shareholders' 
with a fast buck. Can we now 
expect Colt to demand greater 
access to European consumer 
markets for its precision- 
engineered weapons? 

If so, perhaps the Medellin 
cartel should rail on the American 
government to allow unrestricted 
imports of cocaine; at least that is a 


Sir The biggest threats faring 
animal welfare today are the free- 
trade rules of the the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and ‘Bade 
(Gatt), enforced by the World 
‘Dade Organisation. Already, two 
key European Union animal 
protection measures - the ban on 
the import offers from countries 
using the leghold trap, and the 
prohkktion of the marketing of 
cosmetics tested on animals - 
have largely been unravelled as a 
result of EU fears of WTO 
challenges. We are faring the same 
problem in trying to resist the 
import of genetically modified 
foods from the US. 

Moreover; the Gatt/WTO is 
making it increasingly difficult for 
the EU to introduce new animal 
welfare measures. The WTO allows 
tire EU to ban a cruel rearing 
system within its own territory, but 
the inability under the WTO to ban 
the import of meat or eggs derived 

fr om animals rp ^ rpH in thuf cnipl 

system in practice strongly deters 
the EU from banning the system 
within its own jurisdiction. The 
main reason why the EU is 
reluctant to ban the battery cage is 
that under Gatt rules it could not 
ban tiie import of battery eggs. 

The EU must include the 
animal welfare problem among its 
negotiating objectives for tiie WTO 


Millennium Round, a new round of 
negotiations starting in 2000, at 
which there is an opportunity to 
get new rules agreed. 

EVE STEADMAN 
Cambridge 


Sir: We have already witnessed the 
threat of unilateral American 
sanctions as a response to the 
banana dispute between the 
European Union and the US. A 
recent edition of the television 
documentary on the Cold War 
provided a chilling reminder of the 
lengths to which toe US wfll go to 
counter a threat to its strategic 
banana interests in Latin America. 
Economic sanctions, subversion, 
and if all else fails they send in the 
Marines- Europe beware. 

Dr BRIAN HOUSTON 
Hartley Wmtney. Hampshire 


them to be sent to prison for 
repeated ignoring of court orders 
regarding paternal access. 

Is this not equally intolerable 
and what does this government 
propose to do about it? What price 
sexual equality? 

JOHN C GRIFFITHS 
Redbrook, Monmouth 


FaUklands claims 


Fathers shat out 


Sin That a divorced or separated 
father should “run around in a 
BMW and pay nothing towards 
his child's upkeep” is, as the 
Social Security Secretary says, 
intolerable (“Darling backs 
prying by CSA", 22March) . A 
couple of thousand of them are 
rightly sent to prison each year 
for such conduct 

However; there is ample 
research to show that nearly half 
of all single mothers deliberately 
obstruct or completely block 
access to their children by the 
fathers. It is a rarity for even one of 


Sir. We cannot let Ambassador 
Pfirter’s justification for 
Argentina's claim to the Falkland 
Islands go unanswered Getter, 18 
March). 

First it is not surprising, 
considering the membership of the 
UN Decolonisation Committee, 
that Argentina has found some 
support for its claim there. But in 
today’s world we seriously 
question the relevance of the 
Decolonisation Committee. There 
are few remaining overseas 
territories, and all the British ones, 
including tiie EalMands Islands, 
have no wish whatsoever to sever 
the constitutional link with the 
mother country. 

Second, contrary to Mr Pfirter’s 
assertion, it was a British seafarer; 
Captain John Strong, who made 
the first recorded landing on the 
Falklands in 1690, and British 
sovereignty was claimed in 1765, 
not 1832. Even then, there was no 
settled population in the Islands. 

Third, many of the present 
inhabitants of the Falkland Islands 
are the descendants of the first 


Plea for design 


SinI was much encouraged by 
Roger Chapman's suggestion 
Getter; 22 March) that tax relief 
for charities was just another 
way for the rich to transfer the 
burden oftax to the poor. The 
thought that the rich are foolish 
enough to spend £77 just in 
order to unload £23 in tax must 
give the poor new hope. 
RICHARD STURCH 
Islvp, Oxfordshire 


IN BRIEF 


Sin Washington says it wants 
to restore KOsovo's autonomy 


In reality it is paving the way 
for an eventual Greater 
Albania. Why not also restore 
the Krajina Serbs’ former 
constitutional status as one of 
Croatia’s two historical 
nations? Better stQl, ensure 
their right of return to their 
ancestral lands. 

YUGO KOVACH 
Twickenham, 

Middlesex 


Sin My reason for growing a 
beard (Terence Blacker, 
Comment, 23 March) is 
simple: to avoid the time- 
wasting tedium of shaving 
each morning. Over the past 
thirty years those odd minutes 
saved from the razor have 
added up to a considerable 
number of extra hours in bed 
asleep - and sleep is, of 
course, the greatest pleasure 
that life affords. 

MARTIN COTTON 
London W4 


Sin Iapplaud the desire ofMarco 
Goldschmied, the new president of 
the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, to convince us ail of the 
importance of good design (“A 
fresh facade for British 
architecture”. 22 March). I fear, 
however; that his words echo those 
of former presidents over the past 
decade. 

The British public, more than 
their continental counterparts, are 
conservative to a degree in their 
taste for design and architecture. 
This is largely due to ignorance 
and the “I know what I like” 
syndrome. Until we start to teach 
good contemporary design in 
schools from an earty age this will 
be an ongoing problem. When I 
was a member of the RIBA council 
over 20 years ago my main object 
was to achieve this goaL 

It is no good for the Government 
to set up advisory bodies unless 
the public at large understands 
what good design is all about I am 
constantly saddened by the young 
couple, he with his Lotus car and 
Gucci shoes, she with her Versace 
dress, who only want to live in a 
thatched half-timbered cottage 
with leaded windows and low 
beams to bang your head on 
(provided they have all the latest 
gadgets inside and a streamlined 

kitchen). 

ROBIN BUTTERELL 
Chester 


Triumph of tosh 


Sir Howard Jacobson is right 
(Review, 23 March). Shakespeare 

in Lone is tosh, and I loved it Itwas 
such good tosh. Indeed it takes 
tosh to new heights, something 
Shakespeare di d in his day with a 
Midsumm er Nighf s Dream, for 
example. Furthermore, it makes 
Shakespeare accessible to a lotof . 
people who wouldn’t otherwise ' 
read him. I went to see the film 
with an Austrian friend who has a .. 
degree in English and had always 
steered dear of Shakespe a r e. After 
seeing the film, she went away 
determined to try reading one of 
his plays. 

As for the Christopher Marlowe 
joke, this got a real belly laugh fa 
the cinema. something 
Shakespeare would have been 
proud to have caused. 

Congratulations to all those 
involved in the film. You deserved ' 

your Oscars. Thank God 

doesn’t only heihqg 

the dry and dull purists. ' 

MARY ZAC AROLI 
Oxford 


settlers, sixth- and seventh- 
generation Islanders whose 
families have lived here longer 
than many Argentines, including 
President Menem’s family, have 
lived in their country. 

We just wish that Argentina 
would stop pursuing a claim which 
we at least regard as ill-founded 
and anachronistic. The best way 
for Argentina to respect our way of 
life - as MrPfirter says they wish 
to do - is let us get on with it free of 
the threat of colonisation -for that 
is what it would be -by Argentina. 
Councillor JAN CHEEK 
Falkland Islands Government 
Stanley. FbUdand Islands 


Steamy 


Sin My Finnish friends must be • 
bemused by the headline “Chief 
constable: MP was in sauna" ( 1 ? 
March). Sensible fellow, I imagine 
them thmKng Curiously, thereis 
no mention of a sauna in theartide 
itself, but rather of a “Thai 
massage pari our”. 

I don’t know what the Thais. ; 
make of this; but the Finns find it 
hard to comprehend the sleazy , . 
connotations in Britain of their 
great national institution. And they 
regard as quite extra ordinary the 
fact that advertisements for 
domestic saunas invariably depict 
families prudishly sitting around , 
wearing towels. 

NIGEL GREENWOOD 
London N22 


Persistent rumours of a civilisation beyond Berkshire 


YESTERDAY I made the strange 
claim that interesting things hap- 
pened outside London which Lon- 
don knew nothing of I hope nobody 
took this to be a reference to fox- 
hunting. Fox-hunting is indeed in- 
teresting and rural, but Londoners 
are very well aware of the fact that 
it happens, indeed, some London- 
ers, impressed by the billions of 
people who come on Countryside 
Marches to the capital, may be 
under the impression that nothing 
else happens in the countryside ex- 
cept fox-hunting. 

Well I moved from Notting Hill 
to west Wiltshire 12 years ago and 
I have seen no fox-hunting yet 
Plenty of foxes, but no hunting. 
What I was thinking o£ when I re- 
ferred to interesting things hap- 
pening outside the capital, was 
something like Bath’s Natural 


Theatre Company The Naturals, as 
they are known locally, have de- 
veloped some highly sophisticated 
street theatre techniques, for which 
they have received awards in 
places as far apart as Japan and 
South America. 

Fm not talking about j uggling 
and fire-eating here. Fm talking 
about real street theatre, which 
people in London may not be aware 
of I certainty wasn’t tiQ I encoun- 
tered the Naturals. 

I once asked one of the stalwarts 
of the group, Brian Popay, if they 
took the same acts all over the 
place. 

“Well there are certain acts 
which work everywhere,” he said. 
“The nannies are always good, 
and the pink suitcases and the 
conebeads tend not to fail” ( Don’t 
ask me to explain.) 


“But the best thing to do is to de- 
vise something peculiarty apt to the 
particular event we have been in- 
vited to adorn. For instance, we 
were once hired to provide enter- 
tainment at the Glastonbury Fes- 
tival. Now, a rock festival is a place 
where so many things go on -sex 
drugs, mud - that you’d think it 
would be hard to surprise or shock 
anyone there. But then it occurred 
to us that there is always one pre- 
dictable wdJ-behaved dement at a 
rock festival (he police. So some of 
us dressed up as members of the 
police and, well misbehaved. 

“One ‘policeman’ and ’police- 
woman’, I remember walked round 
hand in hand for hours. Tfim should 
have seen the looks of disbelief of 
the faces of the bearded, music- 
lovers. especially when the police 
couple would occasionally disap- 



Miles 

KINGTON 


I moved from Notting 
Hill to west Wiltshire 
1 2 years ago and I have 
seen no fox-hunting yet 


pear behind tents for a quick snog, 
which tended to freak out the rock 
fans a bit” 


The Naturals also do wonderful 
stage shows, with aflnring names 
like Henry VOL Diary of A Serial 
Killer and have done several bur- 
lesque shows based on the char- 
acter of the composer Scarlatti 
Why Scarlatti? Hard to explain. 
Even harder to explain why these 
shows are very popular in Ger- 
many, where the Naturals often go 
on tour - they have just come bade 
from doing a season of Scariattfs 
Revenge (in English) in Hamburg 
at the little old St Pauli Theatre 
The point of all this is not topuff 
Bath as a happening place - ac- 
tually, Bath can be guilty of the 
most deadening inertia - but to 
point out that things like a Bath- 
Hamburg liaison can happen with- 
out London being involved or even 
aware of it 

Another example. Bath has an 


annual boules tournament in 
Queen Square, and every time I 
refer to it glowingly in print I tend 
to get letters saying: “If you Hiinfr 

the Bath boules tour nam ent is 
great you should come to the one 
at Sherston in North Wilts. That’s 
a real boules event” This was 
confirmed tome recently by a tall 
young man from Sherston who 
works in our local Wiltshire wine 
shop and who takes the game of pe- 
tanque very seriously 

How seriously 1 didn’t realise till 

last month when he vanished fora 
fortnight having gone with his 
team to take part in the Winter 
French P£tanque Championships 
at MUlau. 

“Got. through to the fourth 
round,” he said, on his return. 
“That’s at least halfway to the 
final So we did quite well. Unfor- 


hinatety, we were beaten by some 
not terribly good players from 
Marseille..." 

It turns out that he mates these 
trips across the Channel quite 
often, dropping into selected p6- 
tanque tournaments and doing 
well enough to come back with a 
good bit of prize money. If you ask 
me, I think it’s a highly enterpris- 
ing alternative to fox-hunting, and 
the interesting thing is that it 
couldn’t happen were there not a 
well embedded boules culture in 
this part of the West Country with 
many a piste behind many & pubi 

It might nuke a good story to 
one of the London papers. And pigs 
mightfly. 


Ttfrnarrow: Who should be die next 
mayor of London? Thedebatecan- 
tmuestorageinthe West Country. 




Sir The news of the success of 
British films in the Oscars is most 
encouraging and the recipients of 
these awards deserve our warmest 
congratulations. 

That does not mean, however 
that we should be complacent 
about the future of the British flhn 
industry. On the contrary when 
Shakespearein Love is rewarded 
by seven Oscars, recognising 
talents such as those of Tom 
Stoppard and Dame Judi Dench, it 
is distressing to note that the fihn is 
financed by America (good luck to 
them for spotting the commercial 
opportunities) and that the profits 
Mil go back to the US. 

Until we begin to address the 
many structural problems which 
our industry faces - the lack of 
integration as compared to the US 
-we will not begin to achieve the 
consistent level of success which 
our creative talents are wofrthy of. 
TOM CLARKE MP 
(Coatbridge and Chryston, Lab) 
House of Commons 
The writer was Minister for Film 
andTourism . 1997-98 


Sir The British media consistently 
misinform readers as to the nature 
of the US “R” (Restricted) movie 
rating. It is not, as you stated in 
connection with the film Eyes Wide 
Shut (“Kubrick’s final legacy”, 12 
March), an “adults only” 
classification, and the “restriction", 
such as it is, merely requires that 
persons under the age of 17, fad# 
that can be any age below 17). must 
be accompanied by a person over 
the age of 17. 

The US “adults only” 
classification (the equivalent to our 
b 18”) is “NC-17”, which is awarded 
to very, very few films indeed, and 
films so classified may not be seen 
by persons under the age of 17 
whether accompanied or not No 
major studio productions ever get 
classified “NC-17” as it is 
considered “bad box-office". 

People in Britain fail to realise 
how incredibly mild the US film 
rating system is compared with 
here, and American children, if 
they have a mind to do so, can 
probably get to see almost all those 
films which in Britain are passed 
only for over-l8s. That is something 
to reflect upon. 

DAVE GODIN 
Sheffield 
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The European public 
should elect their 
next President 

FOR ALL the Prime Minister’s evident enjoyment of 
ttTOTring himself into the European fray, he looks like a 





using all the skills of media managemen t that have served 
him so well in Britain. Taking hill advantage of the Kohl- 
shaped hole in the heart of Europe, and the relative weak- 
ness of the new German government, Tony Blair has used 
his energy and freshness to take up a lot of space. Of all 
the European Union leaders, be gets the most media cov- 
erage in other countries. 

His real leverages, however; is limited. Although he was 
quick to call for Jacques San ter to go the moment the 
. - report detailing corruption, nepotism and incompetence 
- was published, he was carefnl not to be too specific in the 
reforms he demanded. He did insist that “we cannot have 
the next pr e side n t appointed in the sam«* wayas the last”. 
It sounded like a rallying rail to end the system of horse* 
trading between the leaders of member states. But all he 
meant was that he and his fellow leaders should appoint 
the new president of the European Commission “on 
merit” and not, as Mr San ter was, as the candidate who 
caused least offence. 

Mr Blair was pretty East on to the Romano Prodi 
bandwagon, too -fast enough to make it look as if he had 
got the former Italian prime minister's wheels rolling in 
the first place, whereas in fact he might have preferred 
Wim Kok, the Dutch Prime Minister Mr Prodi is a strong 
candidate, a leftish technocrat and “third way” reformer 
like Mr Blair But the president of the European Com- 
mission should not be appointed by the samp process as 
before. The Brussels bureaucracy needs an injection of 
direct democratic accountability, and the best place to start 
’ would be the top. At the very least, the European Parlia- 
ment should hold US Congressional-style hearings to 
approve the appointment, as Mr Blair proposed when in 
opposition. Now he will not even go that for; and yet he 
should be going much further. Why not have a Europe- 
wide election for the Commission president, at the same 
time as the European Parliament elections this summer? 

Why not? We know why Mr Blair and his partners meet- 
ing in Berlin this week do not want it the dangler of increas- 
ing the democratic legitimacy of the Commission is that 
it makes itmore powerful - a dilemma known as the Skin- 
ner Paradox, after the Eurosceptic Labour MP for Bol- 
sover. To be sure, this raises all sorts of further questions 
about the constitution of Europe, to what extent it should 
follow the US model, the Westminster one or models yet 
undreamt of, But these are precisely the questions that 
should be debated in Berlin. This was supposed to be the 
summit that made the definitive preparations for the 
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expansion of the EU, to include Poland, the Czech Repub- 
lic and the others camping on the steps. 

The dear-out of the Commission offers a wonderful 
chance to rewrite the EITs constitution to makp that 
expansion workable, and more democratic than the exist- 
ing Union. Mr Blair told the Commons last week, “I am 
hesitant about trying to draw up a new constitution for 
the whole of Europe.” But this is a question of leadership, 
and if the inert, paper-shuffling culture of Brussels can- 
not be bust open by a crisis like this, then its dead hand 
will continue to hold back the European ideal 

Mr Blair is up to Ms usual game of sounding radical in 
order to try to shift the boundaries of the possible, and 
certainty there is nothing to be gamed fy floating crack- 
pot schemes that wifi onty offend our European partners. 
But a vision of a wider Europe on the Blairite model of a 
stronger; democraticalty accountable centre accompanied 
by the real devolution of power would give the horse- 
trading in Berlin some sense of purpose 


i 


Kosovo is part of Europe - that is 
why we must fight to save it 


SLOBODAN MILOSEVIC has turned 
into a great dictatorwith all the trade- 
marks of one- madness, cruelty and 
longevity. He began his rise to power 
by exploiting Serbia's sentiments 
about the sanctity of Kosovo and 
made a stepping-stone of personal 
ambition and dreams of territorial ag- 
grandisement When he ended Koso- 
vo's autonomy in 1989, the Soviet 
Union was still in existence and the 

4 /shrih ravings rf a Yugoslav nationalist 
'' seemed to all but the most prescient 
an insubstantial threat 

Even when the violence began in 
earnest in Croatia in 1991, there was 
something faintly absurd about Ser- 
bia’s leader Baity that yean I attended 
a dinner in Belgrade given by the gov- 
ernment Mr Milosevic looked and 
talked like a copy-book Eastern 
Europ ean Marxist- Leninist lecturer 
- socially insecure, ham-fisted but 
stubbornly bullish about his beliefs 
under pressure. When be tired of too 
m uch pre-prandial questioning about 
his intentions, he announced ^harpty 
“Let’s attack the soup.” I remember 
(hat this hawkishness, applied to the 
dirmei; seemed rather comicaL Not so 
fimny now, after Vukovan Srebrenica 
and Racak. 

Milosevic has outlasted Mikh a il 
Gorbachev, George Bush, Margaret 
Thatcher, Helmut Kohl and John 
Tnjnr The end game fells to Clinton 
and Blair When people complain that 
the aim of the Nato mission against 
Serbia is unclear they are wrong. 
There is one dear goal, witboutwincb 
peace is impossible: to create a situ- 
ation in which Milosevic fells from 
power and the distorted, rapacious 


Serbia he has created is humiliated. 
Unless Milosevic rouses himself from 
the nightmare of his own making in 
the next few days, this is the course 
on which Nato will embark : the most 
serious engagement in Europe since 
the Second Wrid War. 

There is no institutional or legal 
case for military action against a sov- 
ereign power that has committed 
atrocities on its own territory We must 
rely on the more subjective assess- 
ments of TeolpoUtik and on the ethi- 
cal imperative for reasons to ad 
Yesterday in his Commons state- 
ment, Tony Blair entwined the two in 
a proportion that can be summarised 
as: “Not acting is more dangerous 
than acting: and, anyway, it is right to 
intervene because of the suffering im- 
posed by Milosevic on Kosovo.” 

This is sound. But the mission is 
going to be a long and bloody affair , 
its price and its outcome uncertain. 

The Prime Minister will need to work 

harder in the weeks and months 
ahead to convince people that 
Britain’s involvement is justified. 
When he conte m p late d the post of 
Prime Minister, it is unlikely that the 

consensual Mr Blair imagined himself 

as a war leaden But high office is un- 
predictable and this* is what he may 
weD be called upon to become. 

Nate's role in Kosovo wiD be an 
even more difficult war to sefl than the 
last Gulf skirmish - and that was far 
from being Mr Blair's most convinc- 
ing piece of salesmanship. Bombing 
the Serbs on behalf of Kosovo is as 
nes r as damn it to a recognition of 
Kosovan independence. It may well be 
thatin order to seal foe strategic gains 



ANNE 

MCELVOY 

Being a European means 
sharing some basic 
values and duties 
of care for each other 

of a bombing campaign, we wiD have 
to commit troops onto this territory 
against the will of Milosevic - indeed 
this is the outcome he dreads, because 
it guarantees his disgrace and down- 
fall But its political and human cost 
would be high. 

Among William Hague’s w a rm 
waffle of support yesterday was a 
nasty opportunistic bitin winch he said 
that die Opposition will support the in- 
cursion of ground troops not to fight 
for the peace, but only to uphold a 
diplomatically agreed peace. This 
opens up a chinkbetween government 


and decency dictate that they should 
hold together: 

Mr Hague knows full well that air 
power alone may not be enough. The 
brutal truth is that without the option 
of committing ground troops, Nato 


may well not be able to forge peace 
in Kosovo. 

But it is the Prime Minister who will 
take the strain and he needs to pre- 
pare his rhetorical as well as his po- 
litical battle. At such times, even a 
nation cynical about politicians listens 
dosety to what its leader says. Given 
his strong commitment to European 
institutions, Mr Blair was a surpris- 
ing reticent European when it came 
to laying out the single binding rea- 
son why we are obliged to take in the 
risks of a long conflict in Kosovo: it is 
a part of Europe. The alternative to 
Western intervention is to accept 
that the Western ideals of basic 
human rights and freedom from per- 
secution by the state do not apply to 
Yugoslavia. I do not believe that 
Europe should tolerate such ethical 
exclusion zones. 

A favourite argument of opponents 
of bombing is that since the West is 
neither able nor willing to use force 
to tackle injustice everywhere in the 
world, it should not do so in 
Yugoslavia. But Europe is the point: 
the Continent's future is our future. 
If we are not to fight a brutal aggres- 
sor after a delay shnflar to that which 
allowed the carnage of Bosnia, where 
would we fight? 

One of the baleful consequences of 
the dominance of the single currency 
in Western Europe’s priorities has 
been the downgrading of a wider 
sense of what it means to be a Euro- 
pean, as bestowing some basic values 
and duties of care for one another Into 
this vacuum floods the kind of petty 
selfishness manifested by the 
renowned Second Wald War historian 


Correlli Barnett in a baffling and per- 
verse newspaper article in which he 
compared the prospect of Nato 
ground troops in Kosovo with an 

“army nf nrcupatinn". Tteohniralty . this 

may be a correct description. But 
Kosovo is not the Sudetenland. 

The overwhefcmngty Albanian pop- 
ulation sees Nato as a redeemer not 
an invader. Barnett then worries 
about the risk of Kosovo distracting 
our armed forces from some other 
pressing threat to British interests. 
But what interest can be more press- 
ing than peace in Europe? Much at the 
global-reach doctrine of our armed 
forces has outlived its useEulness. 
Ebrgjng and maintaining the peace in 
Europe and on its borders will be task 
enough for the next century. 

There is no such thing as a “far off 
corner of the Balkans” in a Europe 
that has a new Nato member in 
Hungary bordering on Serbia and in 
which refugees spill across open 
borders. The Iron Curtain is no longer 
there to shield us from 
unpleasantness. 

Barnett and the rest of the new 
British isolationists might nfa» to cut 
Britain off from the security interests 
of Europe. But it is neither possible 
nor desirable to do so, Nonetheless, 
a creeping “Tm all right Jack-ism” is 
shared by the sections of the left and 
right. They are intent on farming a 
coalition of apathy and will fight fin: 
nothing and no one beyond their own 
garden fence. It is to these latter-day 
appeasers that the Prime Minister 
needs to address himself more force- 
fully if he is to become a great states- 
man, as well as great politician. 


LAST MARCH,. the epic THan- 
ic crushed its competition at 
the Academy Awards. This 
year; the biggest winner was 
Shakespeare in Lone, a mod- 
est-budget romantic comedy 
in Elizabethan England. 
'^Stripped to their essence, both 

films relied on a story as tried 

and true as Romeo and Juliet 
an ultimately teary-eyed tale of 
starcrtKsedparamoors. Even 
though neither story ends hap- 
pity thcarlove seems unctying. 
In the hearts of viewers, good 


old-fashioned romance cote 
quers afl. Titanic may have 

been a much bigger hit at the 

box office, but Shakespeare m 
tone shows that a splendid 
script is the most special effect 
of afl. 

Bergen Record 

IN A field that , included two 
movies setin Wbrid WhrH, Be- 
mgnPs tragi-comedy, and two 
movies set in the Elizabethan 
era, a movie about Shake- 
speare walked away with best 


Monitor 

• ALL THE NEWS OF THE WORLD 
The American press considers the 
1 999 Academy Awards ceremony 


picture. KtheTtard had been on 
hand, he might have wondered 
how a movie heavily laced with 
Ms own words didn't also earn 
Mm a best writing award. 
Corpus Christi Caller Times 


SUCH AWARDS are meaning- 
less in the large scale of events 
that shape our world. 

One would be hard-pressed 

to name three of the last five 
“best picture” winners.!^ the 


slight o£ Saving Prirnde Ryan 
was disappointing. 

The Oscars proved true the 
words of Edward Buhver Lyt- 
ton, a British author and con - 
t&nporazyof Charles Dickens: 
“The pen is mightier than the 
sword.” Or at least the pen of 
a make-believe Shakespeare is 
mightfei* than the make-be- 
Geve artillery but true heroism, 
of Private Ryan. 
tte Freelance Star 

THE SURPRISE was that 


Shakespeare in Lace, a ro- 
mantic ametty wan as best pic- 
ture over the expected winner 
Soaring Private Ryan, a thun- 
derously powerful movie. The 
show reminds us that movies 
constitute one (ri the most ex- 
traordinary cultural forces in 
this soon-ending century. 
Mov^ reflect us, affect us, end- 
lessly captivate us. Movies can 
generate exuberance and other 
deep feefings because some of 
them do readi deep within us. 
Naples Daily News 
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This war, at least, is 
silly and unnecessary 

WAR HAS always been a confusing affair, and trade wars 
are even more baffling. Precisely wby the United States 
and Europe are about to fight a war in which Terry’s Choco- 
late Oranges, Roquefort cheeses and cashmere sweaters 
are to serve as ammunition cannot be immediatety appar- 
ent to the average consumer of these products on either 
side of the Atlantic. But, as with a real war. it is important 
to understand what this conflict is all about It is, in truth, 
about an important principle, one that Is worth fighting for. 

The Americans want to sell us beef. Some of the beef 
has been raised using a bovine growth hormone. The Amer- 
icans insist that it is perfectly safe. The British Govern- 
ment agrees with them. But the European Union doesn't 
and has banned it The boity responsible for sorting out 


spats like this, the World Trade Organisation, lias ruled in 
favour (ri the US. and said that the embargo should be lift- 
ed by 13 May. 

While the EU waits Ah' the results of its tests on the safe- 
ty of the hormone, it wants a label clearly staling that the 
beef has been reared using it The US will only order a label 
saying the meat has been approved by the US Deportment 
of Agriculture. 

This seems an extraordinarily narrow territory for dis- 
pute. But the EU is right to be digging in. The ban should 
be lifted, but only if Europe’s shoppers are told precisely 
what it is that they are being offered. The wording of the 
label is thus important We are entitled to be given infor- 
mation about whether a product has been irradiated, 
injected with growth hormones or had its genes manipu- 
lated. Clear and comprehensive labelling is also the best 
way to ensure that the food industry avoids the devastat- 
ing blights that arise when the fragile trust between 
former and shopper is broken. 


Q uote of the Day 

“We have no alternative but to act and act we will unless 
Milosevic even now chooses the path of peace.” 
Tony Blair, 

Prime Minister 

T hought for the Pay 

“The highest possible stage in moral culture is when we 
recognise that we ought to control our moral thoughts" 
Charles Darwin, 

British scientist 


Join the AA 
now and get 

free cover 

for a partner 


You don't have to be married, m a relationship, or 
related to get free breakdown cover tor a partner. You 
just have to share the same home address. Normally, 
this extra cover is an option costmq up to £2b. But 
join now and a year's breakdown cover for a 
partner comes completely free. And remember, 
with this offer, you and your partner mil be 
covered, even when travelling in someone i 

else's car. i 

• we have the world's largest patrol force, M 
and fix mote breakdowns at the roadside 

than any other motoring organisation, 

* We are more likely to get you back /rDflll 1 
on the road quicker than anyone 

else, saving you time and money. 

Certain con&tmm apply. uU lor detaib. 
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To our members we're 
not just a breakdown 
service, we're the 4th 
Emergency Sendee. 
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THE WEDNESDAY REVIEW^ 
The Independent 24 March 1999 ' 


Pandora 


The defeat of General Wonderful 


PETE TOWNSHEND is to snub 
London's West End and open 
his new musical 
Psychoderelict on Broadway 
□ext year. The long-awaited 
successor to Tommy and 
Quadrophensa is about a 
middle-aged rock star who 
emerges from self-imposed 
exile only to step straight into 
a media scandaL Pete 
Townshend, on his lonesome 
ownsome to polish his 
autobiography, recently 
confessed to lustful feelings 
for one M J agger Suspicious 
minds in Theatreland 
suggesting that 
Psychoderelict is in any way 
autobiographical should be 
thoroughly ashamed of 
themselves. 


the watercolour that 
accompanied it? 


NORTH LONDON 
Conservatives have 
combined a moral message 
with a dash of tangy 
Euroscepticism in a flyer 
circulating in Hampstead. 
Councillors Andrew 
Mennear and Martin Davies 
vow to keep a vigilant watch 
on an application for table- 
dancing at Secrets, a local 
night-dub. “There must he 
no street-visible advertising 
of semi-naked girls. This is 
Hampstead, not Hamburg.'* 


THE AGEING British Fascist 
John Tindall is promoting 
media friendliness among 
Britain’s lunatic fringe. A 
four-person team filming 
The Lost Race, a 
documentary about the for 
right to be screened on 
BBC2 tonight at 9.40pm. 
was finally granted access 
to Tyndall’s lovely terraced 
home somewhere on the 
Sussex coast. But before 
giving admittance, the 65- 
year-old physical fitness nut 
insisted that the producer, 
Ben Lewis, who is Jewish, 
sign an agreement to 
prohibit filming inside, or 
indeed the crew entering 
the property’s lavatories - 
something nasty in the 
bathroom cabinet? When 
quizzed about this by Lewis, 
Tyndall advised the crew to 
empty both bowels and 
bladder in advance. How 
prudent. 


POOR LORD Hofficfc. After 
curty knocking back a cash 
offer for The Star from an 
Anglo-Irish syndicate last 
yean he ordered minions to 
expedite a share swap with 
Chris Evans's Ginger Group 
to unload the underclass 
tabloid. But the deal fell out of 
bed. leaving Hollick in the 
embarrassing position of 
having his red-top stepchild 
(The Star) financially 

suppo rting his ailing Expr ess 

titles. Prisoners of the Grey 
T uKianbn l less than thrilled 
by The Express’s disaster- 
pro ne advertising campaigns, 
have taken to pre-emptive 
strikes on the latest, which 
features the absurdly 
optimistic tag line “CbU Speed 
Ahead". “Yeah," one hack 
said “On the road to 
nowhere." 


THE FATE of Augusto Pinochet will 
be announced today in the House of 
Lords, and tension among those 
interested is intense: But as one who 
was on the spot to watch his coup 
d’etat in the Chilean capital in Sep- 
tember 1973, who had Mends killed 
and tortured by him and who has fol- 
lowed his arrest in London with 
close attention - and no little glee 
- I am supremely relaxed about 
their Lordships’ verdict 

We who have wanted him and his 
like punished for their murderous 
ways have already won. He and his 
like win never be the same men 
again. Lake some minor warshipsbe 
and his like have been holed below 
the waterline. 

He has been accused with a 
wealth of evidence in open court of 
the most heinous offences. His 
lawyers have had to argue about 
their client’s crimes in the context 
of Hitler’s. He has been confined to 
a barely furnished house some- 
where south of Staines with cfisk 
jockeys and chat-show hosts for 
neighbours. Consequently, whatever 
international prestige he could 
aspire to in the evening of his days 
has been blown away by Judge 



Hugh 

O’Shaughnessy 

He has been confined to a 
barely furnished house 
with chat-show hosts and 
disc jockeys for neighbours 


Garten's avenging wind from Spain. 

Bis cximes havebeen rehearsed 
to the enlightenment of those who 
were too young to remember the 
putsch a quarter of a century ago. 
Many more people than before now 
know how Ids torturers used dogs 
and mice to violate the women pris- 
oners he was responsible for 
arresting. The details of the huge 
fortune his family has accumulated 


from the privatisations and arms 
deals his regime carried out have 
been picked over and publicised. 

But, most intimately he has been 
knocked off a personal pedestal on 
to which he will never be able to 
scramble bade, however many 
supporters are pressed to fete him 
at the airport ifhe eventually returns 
to Santiago. 

•When he was still commander-m- 
chief of the Chilean army less than 
a year ago you could watch him 
glorying at being on parade. As one 
who wore one for a short time many 

ynars agn, T multi <*mpnthr<a* w ith his 

enjoyment of an army officer’s 
uniform. His was splendid, a cape 
with red gorgets at the throat picked 
out with gold braid. 

But the image of General 
Wonderful in his cape has been 
superseded by the picture of him 
squashed between two policemen in 
the back of a none too spacious 
saloon car being rushed along the 

M 25 gnenimfor with h aalrs 

at Belmarsh magistrates’ court, 
somewhere in the wilderness of 
East London's Erith marshes. 

The recent high jinks in London 
led me to recall a gimflar hunufia- 


tion he suffered in 1980 when Pres- 
ident Marcos and his wife. Imelda. 

carried out the only act of public ser- 
vice they ever could be proud of. 
They cancelled Pinochet’s visit to 
the Philippines when his plane had 
already taken off across the South 
Pacific from Santiago and was 

within hours of landing in Manila. 
With little feel left Pinochet landed 

in B^i where he suffered further in- 
dignities. Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara, 
the gallant Fijian premier, can- 
celled his meeting with the dictator 
which he had not wanted anyway. 

And not only were there great dif- 
ficulties in getting the aircraft 
refuelled, even on payment ofahefly 

premium, there was no little delay 
even in getting a gangway to the 
plan#* So the captain found himself 
in the position of having to shut 
down the air-conditioning in order 
to save aviation spirit, thereby 
gently broiling Pinochet and his 
fellow travellers. After the gangway 
at last arrived, everyone’s luggage 
was minutely checked by Fjjjian 
customs, who conveniently forgot 
the English they had learned as 
former subjects of the British 
Empire and who insisted on 


reverting to their own exotic South 

Pacific tongue. To crown it aD,on the 

way to his hotel at one o’doctfnthe 
morning Pinochet’s car was peited 
with eggs and tomatoes by well 
prepared Ffiian demonstrators. - 


era crews were not there foforoe to 
give the events the coverage they 
deserved They have made^ forit . 
in recent months in London; ads 
time the dictator's humiliation has 
been broadcast worldwide. . 

The effect has been notable. la 
Sao Paulo the other daya Brazilian 
senator remarked to me tha t, 
through its treatment ofPSaochet, 
the House of Lords had /earned 
respect around tile world In the 
streets of Asuncton, the capital of 
Paraguay the case of Pinochet to 
London has prompted calls for the 
old dictator General Stroessoer to 
be brought back from exile in Brazil 
to stand trial. 

The detention of Pinochet has 
had exemplary results already I 
would like to see himincomtagain 1 
in Madrid But objectively speaking A 
it doesn’t matter. The Spanish - ; 
judge's action has already had its ■ 
effect iVtva Carson! 


\ . 

The hypocrisy at the heart 


of America’s banana war 


POPES HAVE been chosen 
and baby whales gestated 
with less hiss than that 
surrounding the selection of 
our next Poet Laureate. The 
front-runner Andrew Motion 
has been looking good for 
landing the literary double of 
both winning the laureateship 
and writing the biography of 
the former incumbent Ted 
Hughes. But while he’s still 
Short-priced for the Butt 
of Sack, the Hughes’s 
biography may be 
slipping from jKWFj 

Motion's grasp. Last ^ 
November the 1 ^ 

literary renaissance 
man published a < 

valedictory poem " 

“In memory of , V 

Ted Hughes”. It ‘ . ' 
described the Af- 
final meeting \T : . 

between Hughes, \ , 

Motion and their j , ^ ' 

wives in a pub * > 

garden, and was K. \ 

widely viewed as t i 

Motion's master- ! 

move to seal both Spot < 

deals. But it seems RpM \ 

that the Hughes pgM 

estate is now fia 

seeking alternative 
arrangements; the W&m 

word is that the HB 

poet’s widow, Carol, B 

didn't film Motion’s WH 

verse one bit. Or 
perhaps she was 
offended that she 
was omitted from Mm 


THE SUCCESS of 
Shakespeare in Funds is 
forcing some out- of-th e-box 
questions among West 
Coast types. Heard poolside 
in Palm Springs this week: 
“But how do we make 
iambic pentameters appeal 
to tbe hip-hop 
demographic?" 


THE FRIENDSHIP between 
Blur’s Damon Albarn 
(pictured) and the Kinks' Ray 
Davies has fuelled hype that 
the duo are to collaborate on 
a musical. No so, says a 
mouthpiece. Sure, they're 
buddies, and yes, they have 
i discussed doing a musical 
L together But for now, 
r Davies’s dance-card is fell 
" with his storytelling act and 
l work on Ins own show, 
F\ e >*n provisionally 
1 entitled Come 
\ Dancing. But 
when that’s done, 
and All-Bran has 
finished 
\ promotional 
chores on 
i Blur’s new 
j , A . . album, yes, the 

■ • ? pair may well be 
gilp '■•■J- singing off the 
Up ; , A same songsheet 


r THE UNEXPURGATED 
version of Alan Clark’s 
diaries are to published 
later this year. What 
could he have left ont last 
time? 


Contact Pandora by 
e-mail: pandora @ 
mdependentco.uk 


THE GROWING sense of outrage at 
America’s bully-boy tactics in the 
banana wars is no doubt leading a 
lot of people to question what bene- 
fit Britain gets from its so-called 
“special relationship" with the US. 

Here we are, risking the lives of 
our pilots every day as they go off to 
bomb Iraq at Bill Clinton’s request, 
while tbe very same Bill Clinton is 
Ta pping our cashmere sweater in- 
dustry and destroying jobs in the 
Scottish, borders. And if this isn’t bad 
enough, there’s the threat of even 
more severe sanctions against Eu- 
rope because we have not been 
persuaded that eating growth- 
hormone-saturated US beef is good 
for our health. 

Let me make it clear that I am in 
favour of trade. Since 1945, the suc- 
cessive waves of negotiation that 
have reduced tariff barriers around 
the world have seen the growth of 
trade create both work and pros- 
perity on a global scale. Those na- 
tions that tried to shelter their 
declining industries behind tariff 
walls merely poured vast subsidies 
into resisting the inevitable, rather 
than using those subsidies to create 
newjobs in more modem industries. 

The old Soviet economy became 
increasingly arthritic because the 
Communist bloc was excluded from 
world trade. Through their planned 
economy structure, the old Soviet 
leaderships were able to create 
their own domestic industries which, 
in terns of quantity of output, came 
dose to rivalling the West But the. 
products never equalled Western 
alternatives in terms of sophistic- 
ation, reliability or marketability 
They had no competition. 

But to leap from the recognition 
that trade is a vital part of global 
prosperity to the oxymorons of free 
and lair trade, parroted ad nauseam 
by politicians and finan ciers as they 
move from one well-oiled global 



Ken 

LIVINGSTONE 

World trade has always 
been managed by the 
biggest , most powerful 
bullies on the block 


summit to another; has no logic. 

No nation in the world has ever 
risen to become an economic suc- 
cess story by following the strictures 
of the IMF or the World Bank in 
favour of so-called free trade. 

The oldest capitalist nations, such 
as Britain and the US, refused to 
accept the principles of free trade as 
they built themselves up into 
economic giants. 

Britain’s rise to global economic 
power came about because we were 
the first nation in history to invest 
5 per cent of our GDP per annum. 
The new industries created by this 
investment were protected and 
cosseted by being given preferential 
access to the British Empire, which 
in its heyday comprised one-third of 
the world’s population. 

Throughout tbe 19th century 
American governments constantly 
complained about the exclusion of 
their corporations from being able 
to compete on equal terms in the 
British Empire. It was not until the 
Second World Wax; when Britain was 
finally on its knees, that America was 
able to wrest m^jor concessions 


from Churchill’s government Dur- 
ing this era, British politicians de- 
manded that the world adhere to the 
principles of free trade while ex- 
cluding our rivals from the third of 
the world that we still managed to 
control While denouncing the 
British. America erected massive 
tariff barriers. 

The hypocrity of both Britain 
and the US continues. At each new 
round of Gatt negotiations to reduce 
tariffs, Britain and the US have de- 
manded that their high-quality fin- 
ished goods have free access to 
markets around the world while 
erecting effective trade barriers to 
prevent Third World nations from 
selling their much more cheaply pro- 
duced food here and in the US. 

The ample fact is that American, 
Japanese and European agricul- 
ture are isolated from global com- 
petition while Third World nations 
that dare to try to protect then- 
embryonic manufa c turing indus- 
tries suffer sanctions and financial 
penalties. Japanese households 
could purchase their rice for one- 
tenth of the price they would cur- 
rently have to pay if the rice 
producers of South East Asia were 
allowed the right of free trade. 

The billions of pounds, dollars and 
yen spent protecting our fanners 
from free trade could be used to cre- 
ate new, high-skilled employment, or 
even be spent restoring our country- 
side to health by removing the aD- 
pe r vasive deposits of pesticides and 
fertilisers that have poisoned our sofi 
and water 

Over the past two centuries, the 
nations that have been able to break 
through Britain and America's rig- 
ging of international markets in 
order to catch up, all have one thing 
in common. Germany, Japan, South 
Korea, Taiwan and now China have 
all made huge strides to close the 
gap between themselves and the 



A trade war could tip the Caribbean into drug dependency 


English-speaking world, but only by 
protecting their domestic markets 
from the impact of free trade. It was 
only when those domestic industries 
were strong enough to withstand 
international competition that these 
nations then lowered their barriers. 

The one country that has followed 
the IMF and World Bank strictures 
about opening its markets to free 
trade is the country that has done 
most spectacularly badly. 

Russia’s industries, which were 
weak when Yeltsin came to power; 
have almost without exception been 
dominated by a flood of sophisticated 
Western goods. 

By contrast. Communist China 
maintains a whole range of regul- 
ations, and has state intervention 
and a vast public sector It has also 
seen its economy grow more rapidly 
in tbe past 20 years than any other 
country in history. 

On current trends it should be- 
come the largest economy in the 
world within 10 to 20 years. Suggest 
free trade to a Chinese leaden and 
he will laugh in your face. 

The reasons behind the banana 


dispute are simple Although the US, 
of course, does not produce any 
bananas of its own, Carl Lindener, 
the boss of Chiquita (formerly the 
United Fruit Corporation), was one 
of fee largest donors to Mr Clinton’s 
re-election campaign. 

Now he is calling in his favours. 
Mr Clinton is prepared to risk a 
global trade war rather than defend . 
his monopoly backers, even though 
he knows that if the US gets its way . 
the Caribbean states, who are his . 
target, will be tipped into an almost 
permanent recessfonm which drug * 
production may well replace- the 
banana trade. 

In a world in which three global 
corporations control 80 per cent of 
trade in bananas, three control S3 
per cent of cocoa, five control 77 per 
cent of cereals and 10 control 94 per 
oemo£themaiketinagro-<±eniicals, 
the idea of Adam Smith's invisible 
hand of the market is a joke. Wwid 
trade has always been managed, and 
usually by the biggest and most 
powerful bullies on the block. They 

know what they can get out of a spe- 
cial relationship. 


Trials 
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f L LIKE otters, believe 
that one of the values of 
literature is to do with 
democracy. 

It has a role in toe creation 
of what ray Scottish teachers 
called “the democratic intel- 
lect”. which is the develop- 
ment of critical faculties. It 
helps us to understand the 
power of language. As Graham 
Martin of the Open University 
says: “Literature leads people 
to have more self-confidence, 
more understanding of moral 
and other experience.” 

However most adults re- 
ceive no further learning 
opportunities after complet- 
ing their initial education; over 
half ouryoung people come out 
of school and start adult life in 
need of compensatory educa- 
tion. When I was receiving 
evidence in 1997 for the 
Learning Works report, I trav- 
elled around the country to the 
real unemployment black 
spots, where whole swaths 
of the community have been 
laid waste. 

What became dear to me 
was that the trick is to bring 
learning to fee learners. Adult 
learners often prefer to learn 
alongside their peers and 
women returners blossom in 


courses specifically designed 
for them. 

But the learning should not 
be confined to computer stills 
and “training" for employment. 
Likewise, in schools, squeezed 
curricula leave little room for 
library browsing or trips out to 
the theatre. And why should 
teachers be prepared to do 
extra-curricular when they are 
so undermined by the Chief In- 
spector; an educational Luddite 
who seems intent on smashing 
the very machinery which will 
deliver progress and who 
treats his role as if be were in- 
specting taxes rather than the 
creative process of teaching? 

Frequently people explain to 
me the terror they have of set- 
ting foot inside institutions. 
Therefore, the invitation has to 
be very clever if it is to over- 
come that terror. Our inven- 
tiveness should see no limits in 
creating all kinds of cn mmimHy 
learning centres. It should be 
one of our aims that all the 
large corporations and public- 
sector employers are equipped 
with learning resource cen- 
tres, part of the new Universi- 
ty for Industry. 

In a Kn owsley housing es- 
tate in Merseyside, I saw Por- 
takahm s in playgrounds being 



PODIUM 


Helena Kennedy 

From the O range Prize 
for Fiction lecture by 
the Chair of the British 
Council at the London 
Festival of Literature 


used as family rooms for basic 
clas ses. Parents coming 
along because they wanted to 
know how to help their own 
children with reading grew in 
confidence, felt more comfort- 
able in tbe school precincts. 

Tbe local library has all tbe 
potential of being at the hub of 
a lifelong learning project - if 
it is to be more than ihetoric. 
I cannot believe that we are 
seeing the closure of so many 
libraries. In my own London 


borough of Camden the strug- 
gle against cuts continues. The 
local library is the ordinary 
working-class person’s lifeline. 
The notion that books are now 
cheap and there are bookshops 
on every corner and, therefore, 
libraries, have lost their role, 
is a fallacy. A decent paperback 
costs over £5, which is a lot 
of money to the young or the 
less well-off 

The issues of access to lit- 
erature and public libraries 
are inseparable. Local au- 
thorities maintain they only 
dose libraries which are un- 
derused. Yet it may be that the 
library is not working hard 
enough to overcome the bar- 
riers which hold back large 
numbers of the least privi- 
leged members of society. 

Creative librarians find so 
many ways to draw people in, 
holding special events around 
children or special days like 
Mother’s Day and Valentine’s 
Day and writing along writers. 

I have often thought li- 
braries should be used more for 
public and balloon debates. 
They should invite pop ular fig , 
ures to talk about books they 

like - 1 betyou Ginger Spice has 
a thing or two to say about the 
ones she has enjoyed. 


Many have been arguing 
that the libraries should be 
extended to include compute 1 
use because there is such a se- 
rious risk that in the brave new 
world of technology we are 
going to create techno-rich 
kids and teefano-poar The dos- 
ing of libraries in the midst of 
talk about social exdusion sug- 
gests that all the claims about 
joined up government have a 
longway togo. 

We have wonderful projects 
taking place. There is the Writ- 
ers in Prison scheme. There 
are now 100 literature devel- 
opment workers around the 
country; there are writers in 
residence and there are writ- 
ers in schools. 

1 do have a sense of alarm 
about huge publishing con- 
glomerates controlling every- 
thing, an unease about the 
relegating of the book to a 
commodity in an incr easingly 
bland airport market, but when 
I return to the earth I have no 
doubts that literature will 
survive. People wfll always feel 
the desire to write with truth 
and imagination, and others 
the desire to read their 
creations. The chal- A 
Ienge is to widen the net . / 
of readership. f 
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We need a cull in Europe 



Roy Jenkins 

The new President must 
have more say over who 
his colleagues are and 
authority to reshuffle 


BERLIN IS today for the first time 
fee seat of a European council, it 
is the city's most important in- 
ternational conference since 1878. 
It has an unusually heavy agenda, 
and its handling w31 be a great test 
the leadership of Gerhard 
Schreden But its first task is to 
produce a convincing nomination 
for the presidency of the European 
Commission, to be put to the Euro- 
pean IferiiamenL 

This tf nrnrialTmjyir tawrg Ttiyas 
the Parliament, which hmnghiHmcn 
the Santo* Commission. By doing 
so it showed that it was not just a 
tiger with paper claws. And that, un- 
fortunate though file circumstances 
were out of which the crunch arose, 
was an advance for democracy in 
Europe, a reduction of the so-caDed 
“democratic deficit". 

But it is essential that the new 
presided shoufo command the par- 
Kamenfaiy confidence which the dd 
one had lost Parliaments do not 
nominate executives. No large bod|y 
can produce a name by a process 
jl of spontaneous combustion. The 
House of Commons needs to have 
a name or nam** put before it 
even when it is performing so 
domestic a function as electing a 
Speaker Bui; particularly In present 
circumstances, a Parliament wor- 
thy of the name must have the right 
freely to accept or reject 

A few voices have been raised in 
Britain - not, I think, anywhere else 
-suggesting that the present crisis 
should be used to get rid of the 
whole idea of a Camznissian, or at 
least so drastically to reduce its 
function as to him it into no tiring 
more fbaua subordinate secretariat 
to the Council of Ministers. 

This is nonsense, but it is motive 
a ted nonsense, inspired by those 
who wish not to democratise the 
institutions ofEurope, but to destroy 
them. If a national government is 
3 judged to have foiled and is forced 
into resignation, yon do not decide 
to do without a government 
altogether 

I am not in favour of a Commis- 
sion trying to do too mndh. It should 

be austerely selective about what it 
undertakes. But, apart from purely 
management rotes, it has certain es- 
sential functions which only ^ can 
perform. The first is to inject into 
any important debate the interests 
ofEurope as a whole. The member 
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The European heads of government at the recent EU summit in Vienna 


statesareonly too liable to squab- 
ble ovs* their iiKfividualnalfonal in- 
terests. They have ambassadors in 
Brussels to do that. But commis- 
sioners, even thongh obviously com- 
ing from member states and being 
nominated by them, have a wider 
duty and indeed take an oath to act 
only In the wider interest They do 
not all always discharge it, buta lot 
do, and they tend to be the ones who 
cany the greatest influence. 

Second, the small states, of 
whom there are 10 in the Union, 
with another half-dozen in the 
queue fig* entry see the Commission 
as an essential protector of their in- 
terests. They have a natural fear of 
too much being settled over their 
heads by the big five Cor the trig two 
of France and Germany as has 
often recently been the case). They 
would resofairiy resist any attempt 
to reduce the Commission to a 
purely subordinate an ^ non-pofitkai 
role. And in a community rflrig and 
small states with great disparities 
of powm; it is essentialthat the view 
of the small be respeeted. 

A more difficult issue is whether 
following the harsh report of the 
“wise merf*. the whole previous 
Commission should be regarded as 
ineligible for reappointment 

On the one hand it is essential 
that the “resignation” does not 
crane to seem just a farcical going 
out of one door and back in through 
another On the other hand, a dean 


sweep would involve the loss of a lot 
of talent and largely innocent tal- 
ent Van Miert the Belgian in 
charge of con^ietition policy, and 
Sflguey the F renchman in charge 
of monetary onion, have been very 
good commissioners. The two 
Britons, Leon Brittan and Neil Kin- 
nock, have also been thoroughly up 
to the job. Yd it would dearly be un- 
acceptably smug for the British Gov- 
ernment to say. “Everybody must 
go except for our two boys.” 

On the whole I incline to the view 
that it should be for the Parliament 
to decide who they think should con- 
tinue to be eligible. This would 
have one considerable side advan- 
tage. It would necessarily mean that 
MEPs would have to differentiate 
between commisanners, and not, as 
has previously been the case, be un- 
able to censure oce without cen- 
suring alL Thus, out of necessity a 
change which many have long seen 
as desirable might be brought 
about If commissioners on the 
margin of cnlpahilily do not feel that 
they want to submit themselves to 
the risks of a vote, they have the 
obvious option of not seeking 
reapp o intment 

Vfould such a selective cull, done 
byademotratically elected body, be 
sufficient to restore confidence? 
Some (including many who are 
most loath to see the Commission 
behave like a government) would 
agree that when a government is 


forced out then it goes wholesale. 

The analogy is not wholly valid, 
for the Commission does not and 
cannot operate like a one-party 
government Furthermore, if we 
look for a practical example of 
when in this century a change of 
government in Britain produced the 
greatest and most necessary resur- 
gence of confidence, it would be very 
difficult not to choose May 1940. 
when the Churchill grand coalition 
replaced the Chamberlain admin- 
istration Yet the cuD that was car- 
ried out then was far more selective 
than anything that is likely to fa*kp 
place in Brussels. 

The current state of flux should 
also be used at least to set in train 
a number of other desirable 
changes. The Commission is too 
large - not its staff, which is sur- 
prisingly small (fewer than 
TOmdsworth Borough Council, is the 
favourite comparison), but the num- 
ber of commissioners themselves. 
In my day there were 13, including 
the President That was two too 
many, in tiie sense that there were 
only ii real jobs, and the remain- 
der had to be mocked up. There are 
now 20 commissioners. That is nine 
too many With enlargement, unless 
the system is reformed, there will 
be nearly 30. That will reduce 
quality and will mean the end of 
coDegiality. 

Grasping this nettle means that 
big countries must be prepared to 


give up their second commissioner 
and that smaller countries must 
take turns. 

The new President must also be 
given more say over who his col- 
leagues are to be (there is already 
some genuine consultation, with 
some countries being more 
forthcoming than others' and 
authority to enforce reshuffles when 
he thinks they are necessary. With- 
out this he is very much in the pos- 
ition of a man with more 
responsibility than power. 

The last thing the Commission 
needs is a weak President Jacques 
San ter is an amiable man. and he 
has done some thing s well, notably 
presiding over the introduction of 
the single currency, but it cannot be 
said that he has been a strong 
President or that he has avoided 
complacency- However, he was not 
put in to be strong, rather the re- 
verse. And let it not be forgotten that 
he was the single-handed choice of 
the British prime minister of the 
time, John Major. Without his ill- 
starred veto, which he appears to 
have thought would impress the 
Tbry Euros cep tics, the Belgian 
Jean Dehaene, a much tougher 
figure, would have been appointed. 
Let the lesson be learnt. 

Jacques Delors, by contrast was 
a very strong president, who gave 
.the Commission a brilliant profile 
and was particularly good at work- 
ing with the key governments of 


France and Germany. Internally he 
was imperious, got rid of ton many 
directors general who did not agree 
with him. and may in consequence 
have left the staff of the Commission 
less good than he fcnmd it In my day 
I thought it was on the whole good 
and hard-working, comparable with, 
although not the same as, the 
British civil service, which 1 ad- 
mired. The maintenance, maybe the 
restoration, of quality in directors- 
general needs attention. 

The Commission has had a great 
jolt. Probably it was necessary. But 
it should not be forgotten how suc- 
cessful has been the Europe of 
which it has been the motor. The Eu- 
rope of the Community has been an 
area of great prosperity*, and we in 
Britain, because we have had a few 
relatively good years, should not for- 
get that m France and Germany and 
in several other countries too, both 
productivity and income per head 
are still substantially higher than 
they are here. Western Europe has 
also been an area of stable peace, 
instead of the war plague-spot of the 
world. No country* has ever wanted 
to leave (the Eurosceptics, if they 
have their way. will blaze a unique 
trail) and too many want to join. 
These are major achievements to 
be set against current upheavals. 

Lord Jenkins icos President of Vie 
European Commission from 1977 
tol9Sl 
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The organiser of the 
Beard Liberation 
Front responds to 
yesterday's attack 
on facial hair hy 
Terence Blacker 

1 ll.WK to saj that I have, per 
haps surprisingly. MHIH* sym 
pulhy with Terence Blacker s 
muan against beards •.“Sorry 
1 just don'1 like hcuniics"'. 

II was indeed the case in 
George Orwell's day, and re 
mains so new. Unit a beard 
may be a sign ot .-.omLii 
wearing and vegeian.uiism, 
that is to say, of u certain tire 
some eccentricity There ho* 
lung been tin 1 assumption thjt 
beards are jam-how linked 
with left-wing subversion, 
which holds less :.».»> cuwa 
days, given buw many be orris 
there an* around Mr Blair's 
cabinet table. 

But that ir; as far a*; 1 ran gu 
with Mr Blacker. The hidden 
agenda of his attack un beards 
is, of course, an attack nn pui 
iticai correctness 
Mr Blacker senses that dis- 
crimination against people 
with beards is not quite in the 
same league as racism, homo- 
phobia nr sexi.Mii. He is right. 
Ultimately you can always 
shave the tiling off. The prob- 
lem is whnl beardism 
symbolises. 

Those employers who ban 
their male workers from hav- 
ing beards - a growing num- 
ber. incidentally - are also the 
same employers who demand 
that their female workers 
wear skirts not trousers, and 
who rigorously discriminate 
when it comes to annual ap- 
praisal time against anyone 
who does not conform to the 
stereotype of a young, single 
white man in a suit 
In a society that should be 
diverse and inclusive, how 
you look and how you dress, 
rather than what you do and 
how well you do it, is increas- 
ingly used by those in author- 
ity as a way of defining the 
enemy within. 

Tbrence Blacker can be a 
beardist if he wants, but be 
must recognise that real dis- 
crimination exists out there, 
and that it slinks. Discrimi- 
nation against beardies real- 
ly does matter 


Trials of the turbaned warriors 


BOTH OF these books, and the Victo- 
ria& Albert Museum exhibition which 
opens tomorrow , commemorate the 
300th anniversary of one of the defin- 
ing moments in Sikh history - the 
creation of the Khaim, or the Order 
of the Pure, by Guru Gobind Singh in 
1699. As a result, a religious movement 
first begun in the late 15th century to 
provide a more humane and liberal 
environment for its followers took a 
njffitaiy turn. SSkb males, bearded and 
turbaned, assumed the surname 
Singh - or lion - and became among 
the greatest warriors not merely of 
the subcontinent but of the world. 
sikh females assumed the surname 

Baur - or princess - and were, at least 

in theory, guaranteed equality with 
their menfolk. 

Sikhism represented an attempt to 

ameliorate the cruel and chronic ef- 



WEDNESDAY BOOKS 

THE SIKHS 

BY PATWANT SINGH. JOHN MURRAY. £25 

THE ARTS OF THE SIKH KINGDOMS 

EDITED BY SUSAN STRONGE. V6A PUBLICATIONS. £35 



fects of caste and privilege in India, to 
its purest form, it advocated democ- 
ratic decision-making, individualism 
and the rejection of feudalism and 
tyranny, so it provoked disapproval 
and, at the worst, persecution at the 
hands of those who dominated the se- 
rial and political structure. As an em- 
battled minorityin a country where the 
overwh elming majority remained 
Hindu and where Muslims, through 
fee tong years of Mogul supremaqg ex- 
erted a powerful influence, the Sikhs 


WEDNESDAY POEM 


CASTLE 


tioram, loch 

BY GEORGE BRUCE 


MOIDART 


The tide comes in and empties fee castle 
of afi but its Wootty memories. The tourists 

are gone, the last bustling to the shore 

before fee tide cut-off; leaving their litter 
Paper bags spin up draughty holes and out, 
whisked out to sea. Lords of the Isles 
lived here, thinking to themselves - forever 
Gone. What human kind were they anyway? 
pride, courage, cruelty in them, no doubt 

Evening -fee loch stills, to its shimmer 

Tiaram trembles- From the dark cube laughter 

echoes <rf children, the new invaders - 

Andrew Ken, Karen, Jennifer Ben - 

a J^cbT- it fbr 


were necessarily resilient, and well 
able to defend themselves. 

Perhaps inevitably, Patwant Singh's 
history of his people has maqy of these 
characteristics embedded in it This 
makes it a sometimes inspiring, some- 
times pedestrian, but often a painful 
read - most notably in the account of 
the atrocities inflicted on Sikhs during 
their many confficts wkh those whom 
they saw as their enemies or who 
ha te** thpm In turn. 

Merely within the last 90 years, 
Sikhs have suffered and died in their 
hundreds at thousands -as targets of 
thebrutal Brigadier General Dyer dur- 
ing the 1919 Amritsar massacre, as 
some of the mam victims of the hor- 
rifying massacres that accompanied 
Partition in 1947, and as co-religion- 
ists of the bodyguards who assassi- 
nated Indira Gandhi in 1984. As a result 
of the vengeance of mote after this last 
event, it has been estimated that 
nearty 4,000 Sikhs were killed or burnt 
to death m Delhi alone. 

Small wonder that, the SiMis, tra- 
ditionally vulnerable to fee hatred of 
both Hindus a ™ i l hfirame in- 

creasingty associated with their 
British overlords after feeirdefeat by 
the East India Company’s forces end 
fee annexation of fee Putfab in 1849. 
During the great sepoy rebeffion, or 
Mutiny & 1857, Skhs played a notable 
part to (rushing the revolt Their zeal 
owed at least something to their in- 
stinctive opposition to the mutineers’ 
rash decision to invite the elderly and 
reluctant Mogul emperm; Bahadur 
Shah n, nominally to lead the upris- 
ing after the fall of Delhi. 


As the power of fee British Rqj in- 
creased to subcontinental hegemony, 
the role of the Sikhs became more sig- 
nificant, especially to the army. See- 
ing them as the most loyal of the 
“martial races", the British used them 
as the Viceroy's bodyguards. This 
tradition, inherited by India's post-P&r- 
tition prime ministers, was to lead di- 
rectly to Mrs Gandhi's death. 

Yet despite thefrextraoninaiy con- 
tribution to fee British military pres- 
ence in India; and despite the fact that 
from 1914 they were awarded rough- 
ly half of the Victoria Crosses won by 

men in fee Indian Army, the Sikhs 
never surrendered their integrity. 
They played a heroic part in nation- 
alist agitation against British rule, and 
went to prison and even to execution 
to for larger numbers proportionate- 
ly than other groups. They were also 
heavily recruited into Bow’s 01-fated 
Indian National Army of liberation dur- 
ing the Second World Whr. At the end 
of the century they remain a proud and 
independent people, several millions 
of whom live overseas, principally in 
Britain, fee US and Canada. 

Patwant Singh has also contributed 
a chapter to the beautifully produced 
V & A publication, The Arts of the Sikh 
Kingdoms. The bode is a visual delight. 
Its editoc Susan Stronge, has written 
the chapter on arts at fee court of one 
ofthe greatest of Sikh rulers, the ma- 
harqah Raxtft Stogfa. The illustrations 
to this chapter alone are enough to 
send the reader scurrying to South 
Kensington. Among the works shown 
are fee Koh-i-nur diamond to its orig- 
inal setting, the golden throne of Ran- 


jit Singh, a blue wooden Mogul casket 
inlaid with ivory and tortoiseshell 
some exquisite early 17th-century 
glazed floral tiles from Lahore mon- 
uments, an elaborately decorated 
nine-pounder howitzer of the type 
used so effective)}* against fee British 
during fee Sikh Wars, a gold overlaid 
steel casket and some lovely frag- 
ments of Kashmiri and Punjabi car- 
pets with rich, plum-coloured 
backgrounds. In other chapters, fine 
Sikh paintings demonstrate the cul- 
tural depth and subtlety* of a people 
who were able to combine extraordi- 
nary courage and military expertise 
with profound humanity and great 
artistic sensibility’. 

DENIS JUDD 

The reviewer's book ‘Empire: The 
British Imperial Experience jrom 
1765 to the Present’ is published by 
Fontana 
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The last Sikh ruler ofthe Punjab, 
Maharajah Dalip Singh, painted 
by FX Winterhalter, 1854 EUR 



Kosovo 

Emergency 


Fleeing the recent intensification of the conflict, thousands 
more civilians, including chOdren and the ddorty, have been 
driven from their homes. 

in total more than 130 000 civilians have been displaced 
by the conflict white thousands more have taken refuge in 
neighbouring countries. 

Some have no option other than hiding in the mountains 
and woods, sleeping without shelter in the open air. it was 
st ifl snowing in Central Kosovo last weak. 

it is a daily struggle for families to feed and protect 
themselves. 

Working in Kosovo since 1998, Action Against Hunger UK 
is bringing emergency relief to the most vulnerable. 
Contingency preparations are underway to bring food to 
infants and young chOdren. 


The people of Kosovo ragentiy need your help. 




C171 242 5665 
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{paya b l e m Action Aaatng Hungr UK} to 
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Harry 


Callahan 


IN 1951, Harry Callahan showed 
his photographs in a one-man 
exhibition at the Art Institute of 
Chicago. At 38. be was head of pho- 
tography at the institute, and was 
just beginning his lengthy career as 
an art photographer and teacher, a 
career which would change the face 
of American photography. Alongside 
Minor White and Aaron Siskind he 
established a gravitas around pho- 
tography which secured it as an art 
form in the United States. 

Unlike the British photographers 
who struggled in the post-war years 
to elevate photography from its lowly 
position in the museum world, Calla- 
han and his photographic colleagues 
had -no ideological or institutional 
battles to tight The photography de- 
partment at the prestigious Muse- 
um of Modern Art iMoma) in New 
York had been established in the late 
1930s, and under successive curators 
had proved to be a vital outlet for the 
new photography Callahan’s first ex- 
hibition at Moma was staged in 
i960, positioning him as one of the 
foremost photographic innovators in 
the US, and assuring him of a large 
and influential audience for his work. 

But Callahan, like so many of his 
contemporaries in photography, did 
not emerge from America’s elite. 
Born in Detroit in 1912 into a farm- 
ing family, Callahan studied engi- 
neering at Michigan State University 
but soon became discontented with 
his subject He took an administra- 
tive job at Chrysler Motors in De- 
troit, but his burgeoning interest in 
photography increased, and in 1941, 
he signed on fora workshop with the 
master landscape photographer 
Ansel Adams. 

For Callahan, this was the turn- 
ing point Ansel Adams used pho- 
tography not to record or to 
document but to express an intense 
spirituality, a deep communion with 
the natural world. Fbr the 29-year- 
old derk from Chrysler; Adams’s 
workshop was a revelation. Aban- 
doning his Rolleiflex camera, Calla- 
han began to use a large format view 
camera, which ljy its depth of detail 
and definition, took photography 
back to its eariy-l9th-century roots 
and demanded precision, concen- 
tration and apre-formed idea of what 
the photograph would be. 


IN AN unlikely liaison, the three 
worlds of Michael Caine were 
never far apart Agro-business (a 
corporate buzzword he hated!, the 
continent of Africa in all its mani- 
festations, and the Booker Prize 
for Fiction were his life. 

Even in retirement from 1993 
his tall gangling figure, a cigarette 
rarely far from lips or fingers, was 
a familiar landmark at the Booker 
Prize’s annual dinner at Guildhall in 
London, fbr almost two decades, 
while at the helm of the prize’s 
progenitor, Booker pic, he had 
presided over its development into 
the world's foremost fiction prize. At 
each year's (tinner Caine would rise 
and make a speech. Some chairmen, 
with a stammer as bad as Caine’s, 
would have asked a fellow director 
to deputise. Caine, however, perse- 
vered year after year, to the enor- 
mous admiration of his audience. 

In 1969 founding a literary prize 
seemed an unlikely venture for a 
public company that as a colonial 
business at one time accounted for 
around 35 per cent of the gross 
domestic product of what was 
British Guiana (now Guyana!. But 
in the early 1960s the company, in 
the process of re-inventing itself 
as a UK-based conglomerate in 


AN IMPROBABLY, peculiarly small 
number of art dealers have also 
worked as practising artists, yet 
Michael St Clair was remarkable in 
more ways than just this. He had se- 
riously pursued painting for some 25 
years before becoming a dealer but 
he was also a highly decorated war 
hero and single-handed saviour of 
several 20th-century American 
artistic careers. 

He was perhaps best known 
for reviving and restoring the rep- 
utation of Marsden Hartley, turning 
this pamterfrom an obscure regional 
figure into a household name, but 
St Clair's gentlemanly discretion 
ensured that many other of his 
achievements went unheralded. In- 
deed. his companion of more than 
50 years, Paul M. Jones, only dis- 
covered that St Clair had won 
the Silver Star and three Bronze 
Stars for bravery during battle in 


Another revelation came in 1936, 
when Callahan met and married 
Eleanor Knapp. What began as a 
blind date became one of the most 
important partnerships in photo- 
graphic history. Eleanor became 
C allahan ’s model, and he pho- 
tographed her throughout the long 
years of their marriage. The studies 
which be made, often nude portraits, 
were both immensely tender and 
deeply realistic, nothing was al- 
tered, no blemish removed by the 
retoucher’s knife. And though Calla- 
han was a formalist, preoccupied 
with light and structure within his 
photographs, these images can also 
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'Photography is 
an adventure just 
as life is an 
adventure, A . 
photographer 
must understand 
his relationship 
to life 9 


Eleanor, Chicago: photograph of his wife by Callahan, 1949 


be read as a portrait of a marriage, 
two young people meeting each 
other’s gaze through the camera's 
lens, suiting in the eroticism of 
their partnership. 

By the mid-Fifties, C allahan ’s 
reputation as a photographer and 
teacher was assured. In 1957, he 
showed with Aaron Siskind at the 
Centre Cultural Amgricain in Paris, 
and it was this joint exhibition which 
exposed his work to British audi- 
ences, as toe show toured to Algiers 
and London. Another major Fifties 
show was a group exhibition with 
Minor White and Walter Rosen- 
blum, held at the Museum of Art at 
Cornell University, but not until 
1962 did Callahan achieve real 
recognition in the world erf American 
photography, with a 1962 exhibition 
with the pioneering documentarist 
Robert Frank at the Museum of 
Modem Art in New York. 


The 1960s were heady days in 
American photography. New on the 
scene were iconoclasts like Diane 
Arbus and Gary Winogrand, whose 
incisive photographs of Americans 
at home showed a society dysfunc- 
tional and in distress. Callaharfs 
view of modern life was altogether 
more gentle and confident, as he 
continued to portray the idyll of his 
relationship with Eleanor “Photog- 
raphy is an adventure just as life is 
an adventure," Callahan once re- 
marked. “If man wishes to express 
himself photographically he must 
understand, surely to a certain ex- 
tent, his relationship to life.” Calla- 
han’s relationship to fife, if his 
photographs can be taken as evi- 
dence, was one of calm and diligence, 
as he pursued both the photographic 
idea and toe domestic Utopia. 

like many master photographers 
of his time, Callahan was a devoted 


•and inspired teacher. From toe In- 
stitute of Design in Chicago (where 
he worked with Aaron Siskind) he 
went on to teach for many years at 
toe Rhode Island School of Design 
in Providence. He taught his stu- 
dents (who included future lumi- 
naries such as Linda Connor, 
Emmett Gowin and Kenneth 
Josephson) that the fine print dig- 
nified the photographer’s vision. A 
craftsman as much as an artist 
Callahan revered the process of 
photography and photographic 
printing, providing a standard for 
American black-and-white work 
which continues to this day. 

Callahan’s photographs were last 
seen in London in 1985 in a perhaps 
mistimed exhibition, “ Ameri can Im- 
ages”, at the Barbican Art Gallery. 
Reactions to the exhibition ranged 
from mixed to hostile. The deeply 

fanpri fing prinf^ Unban, Aiforns, 


White et al perhaps seemed an 
anachronism as Britain sped head- 
long through the Thatcher years. 
What seemed to be an untenabiy 
male and somewhat mystical view 
of the world was at odds with the 
drive to democratise photography to 
use bright colour and to document 
the banal and the everyday. Calla- 
han’s photography was seen' as 
privileged, academic and over- 
concerned with craftsmanship. 

Over a decade later; it may be time 
to look again, to take a different read- 
ing of this remarkable body of work, 
to refect on its resonance and its 
place in photographic histoiy 

val Williams 


Harry Morey CaUahan, photogra- 
pher; born Detroit, Michigan 22 
October 1912; married 1936 Eleanor 
Knapp ( one daughter), \ died . 
Atlanta, Georgia IS March 1999. 


Sir Michael Caine 



Caine: benevolent autocrat of 
the Booker Prize UPPA 


food, engineering and toe marketing 
of rum, took advantage of a loop- 
hole in UK tax law also to invest in 
authors’ copyrights, beginning with 
Ian Fleming (then at the height 
of his feme as the creator of 
James Bond) and at one time boast- 
ing a portfolio that included Harold 
Pinter, Dennis Wheatley, John 
Mortimer; Georgette Heyer and 
Agatha Christie. 

Although after Be dales and Ox- 
ford, where he read Modern Histo- 


ry at Lincoln College, and a post- 
graduate year at George Washing- 
ton University in the United States, 
Michael Caine chose a business ca- 
reer at Booker at heart he was an 
intellectual. A Booker director from 
1964, 12 years after he joined, he to- 
tally approved of toe notion that had 
been put to toe Booker board, that 
Britain deserved a literary prize as 
prestigious and as influential as the 
French Prix Goncourt With Book- 
er making a substantial return 
from its authors’ division, might it 
not return a little of its profit by 
way of sponsorship? 

If he was disappointed that in its 
early years the “Booker” felled to 
take off in public perception he 
never lost heart Some ugly public- 
ity in 1972 when that year’s winner, 
John Bergen not only accused Book- 
er of exploiting colonial labour in the 
West Indies, but chose to give half 
his £5,000 prize money to the Black 
Panther movement did not pre- 
vent Caine (by now Booker’s diief 
executive) from renewing the com- 
pany’s sponsorship after its initial 
seven years, even though there 
were fellow Booker directors who 
thought the investment was not 
doing the firm any good. 

Caine’s faith was soon to be fully 


justified. In 1980 the Booker at last 
made front-page news when it was 
portrayed as a battle royal between 
two literary heavyweights on the 
shortlist, William Golding and An- 
thony Burgess. After that there was 
no looking back. Caine watched 
with pride as the prize finally 
achieved its original aim of recog- 
nising artistic achievement while en- 
couraging wider readership of toe 
best in literary fiction. 

The prize also gained Booker a 
level of corporate publicity that 
rapidly became the envy of its rivals, 
although Caine never encouraged 
Booker to cash in on the column 
inches. Some managers would have 
used such heightened awareness to 
develop not just toe company’s busi- 
nesses, but in particular to market 
the Booker name. Caine preferred 
to see sponsorship fulfilling the vi- 
sion of his first boss, Jock Campbell, 
that corporations have wider re- 
sponsibilities than the pursuit 
alone of profit 

In 1992, with toe support of the 
British Council, Caine gave the 
Booker imprimatur to a Russian 
novel prize. Commercially he could 
justify this expansion by dting Book- 
er’s business interests in the coun- 
try, but he also confessed a lifelong 


admiration for Dostoevsky, Pushkin 
and GogoL One felt that he hoped 
that a Russian Booker might find a 
late-20th-century equivalent 
On his retirement Caine only 

handed rarer fha cfyrfrmflnship pf the 

prize management committee with 
some reluctance. It was a fiefdom 
that he had ruled as a benevolent au- 
tocrat At each meeting he would lis- 
ten to the views of committee 
members on how the prize should 
be conducted, but invariably his 
own judgements prevailed. And with 
the standing of the Booker Prize as I 
high today as it has ever been, 
who's to deny that more often than 
not he got it right 

• IONTREWIN 


Michael Harris Caine, business- 
man: bom Hong Kong 17 June 
1927; director, Booker Bros, 
McConned&Co (later Booker pic) 
1964-93, vice-chairman 1973-79, 
chief executive 1975-84, chairman 
1979-93; Kt 1988; President, Royal 
African Society 1996-99; married 
1952 Janice Mercer (one son, one 
daughter ; marriage dissolved 
1987), 1987 Emma Nicholson (cre- 
ated 1997 Baroness Nicholson of 
Winterbourne ); died London 20 
March 1999. 


Milosz Magin 


DEATH SOMETIMES has an awful 
sense of timing ; the heart attack 
that felled the Polish-French com- 
poser and pianist Milosz Magin, 
who was visiting Tahiti to give a 
redtal, did so only the week before 
the seventh Milosz Magin Interna- 
tional Piano Competition, a bienni- 
al event he founded in 1985. 

That impulse was typical of 
Magin; he thought that the rash of 
piano competitions spreading oyer 
the face of music was generating 
an unhealthy obsession with tech- 
nique, and so he simply founded his 

own event, with the contrasting aim 
of eynpfia Rising musicalify - tech- 
nique mattered, of course (and 
Ma gin’s own technique was breath- 
taking), but it was second in impor- 
tance to a natural sympathy with the 
music. And musicality was as man- 
ifest in his own playing as it is in 
the healthy corpus of music be has 
left behind. 

Magin was bom in Lodz m 
Poland in 1929. At toe Warsaw Con- 
servatory .he studied piano, under 
Margerita Ttombini-Kasuro and 
took composition lessons from Jan 
MakLakiewicz and Kazimierz Siko- 
rski, teacher of many of the leaders 
of toe next generation of Polish 
composers - Grazyna Bacewicz, 
Andrzej Panufhik and Kazimierz 
Serocki were also Sflcorski students. 
Magin graduated in 1957, with prizes 

in both piano and composition. 

In spite of his local celebrity, 
Magin resented toe restrictions. 
piared on him fay toe Communists . 
- most of his concertising was re-_« 
stricted to Poland and Russia. In th»g 
year of his graduation he entered to* 
Vianna da Mota piano competition ’ 
in Lisbon, where he carried off the 
laurels (as also from the Chopin 
Competition in Warsaw and the 
Concours Long-TTubaud in Paris). 

That gave him the chance he was 
waiting for; his wife, Idafia Skomecz- 
na, also a pianist, then likewise ap- 
plied for permission to travel abroad. 
The authorities never normally let 
the two halves of a family out at the 
same time, but fortunately they 
failed to put two and two together, 
and the Magins, together with their 
infant daughter; were reunited in lib- 
erty Qtwas to be 17 years before they 
could visit Poland again). 

After a year in Portugal, and 
sojourns with relatives in England 
and Germapjt in 1960 they settled 
in Paris - it seemed a good base 
from which Magin could develop 
his career as a virtuoso of interna- 
tional standing. 

But in 1963, driving home after a 
concert, he was severely injured in 
a car crash, fate adding a particularly 
cruel twist his left wrist was broken 
and all feeling lost in one of his 
fingers. Nothing daunted - perhaps 
because he had once met a gypsy 
in Poland who told him he would 
recover from a serious accident- he 
fought his way bade to fitness, en- 
couraged by the mime Marcel 
Marceau. By 1968 Magin had so 
much regained his previous form 
that he was able to record, for 
Decca, the complete works of ^ 
Chopin - a set that received con- 1 
siderable critical acclaim at toe ; 
time and is now scheduled for . 
reissue on CD. He was also a 
ooududne and conqretent performer 
on both violin and cello. 

Magin’s imposing, slightly for- 
mal exterior hid a ready sense of hu- 
mour and a selfless concern for 
other musicians. He was especially 
preoccupied with the well-being - 
musical and personal - of younger 
players; to see the parade of 
eager; under-sized performers from 
Eastern Europe taking the stage at 
the Magin competitions was a 
heart-warming experience. With- 
out the support he galvanised, 
these youngsters - some of them 
only eight or nine years old- would 
never have been able to afford the 
trip to Paris, and they plainly loved . 
the experience. 

Hardly surprisingly, he was a so- 
licitous teacher The French pianist 
Isabelle Oehmichen, for -whom 
Magin wrote his Third Sonata, who 
studied with him for eight years and 
who has played more of his music 
than anyone else, describes his 
teaching thus: 


Yim would play a work, right to the end,, 
while he listened attentively. Tfcea 


r**** 1 ' ■ T T'TruiG • 

re the traditional 
coloured with a Polish accent, 
fust one or two small t hin gs. . .” -fa. 
lowed by an hour of vahmfale advice! He 
never imposed his own view; respecting 
the view ofthestadentewn as nave 
generous counsel on style, partfauarlj 
Si the music of Chopin. 


Magin’s music deserves touch . 

wider exposure than it has Softrre- 
ceived. It is generally tonal, though 
freely admitting enough dissonance 
to give much of his output ah invig - 
orating, biting teng. But he was 
also capable of considerable digni- 
ty and depth, and a world that has 
taken the Gorecki Third Sympfcony- 
to its heart should also respqttdto 
Magin’s simple but moving Sfebat 
Mater; for strings and timpani fa 
favourite Magin combination) , r ffls 
Musique des M arts of 1965 was affi- 
rect result ofthe car accident of two 
years earlier he “wanted to recre- 
ate toe musical visions 1 experienced 
during [my] ambulance ride to 1 hos- 
pital” when he was “in an interme- 
diate state between life and death” 
(his throat had been ripped Ojped 
in the crash). 

Not surprisingly, the piano fea- 
tures prominently in his catalogue: 
there are five works for piano and or- 
chestra, including three concertos, 
and a healthy number of stfto- 
piano pieces, not least four sub- 
stantial sonatas (No 4 written carfjr 
last year) and a number of suites: 
the Polish Triptydi of 1967 - three 

K e movements, the last of 
h is a ferociously exciting 
rek” - ought to be a part of the 
"standard repertoire. 

There are four other concertos, 
two for violin and one each for 
clarinet and cello, and further or- 
chestral works include a Poiiafc 
Rhapsody U.963). a ballet, Bazjfir 
iszek (1964). two symphonies, both 
scored for strings only (1969 and 
1988), and an Adagio, again for 
strings and timpani 
Very little -of this output is avafl-.. 
able on CD. There are two Polskie 
Nagr&nia discs, one recorded ftjr 
Isabelle Oehmichen and the other 
by Magin hims elf, and toe French 










Polish heritage: Magin drawn 
two weeks before his death by 
his daughter Margot 


label Marcal plans to record 
Oehmichen in the Second Concerto' 
and Third Sonata. 

Almost all of Magin’s music 
underlines the importance to him of 
his Polish heritage. Exiled in Paris, 
Magin missed his borne country no 
less than did Chopin in exactly the . 
same position 150 years earlier add 
the memory animates the music of 
both men. It is fitting, then, that 
Magin will be buried nextto Chopirfs - 
tomb in PCre Lachaise. Magfo 
should have been one of toe big 
international virtuosi; with hick, his 
music will carry his name around toe 
world for him. 


Martin Anderson 


Milosz Magin, composer and 
pianist ■ bom Lodz, Poland 6 July 
1929; married 1952 Idalia 
Skanieczna. (two daughters); died 
Bom-Bora, Tahiti 4 March 1999. 


Michael St Clair 


Italy in 1943 whilst reading his 
friend’s obituary. 

St Clair was a man of few words, 
perfect formal tailoring and ex- 
quisite manners, whose knowledge 
of the history of this century’s Amer- 
ican art was outstanding. It was a 
history he helped to shape. Born in 
1913, he grew up in the oilfields of 
Pennsylvania and Oklahoma and 
started painting at 18, enrolling in 
1934 for classes with Thomas Hart 
Benton at toe Kansas City Art In- 
stitute. Another of Benton’s pupils 
was Jackson Pollock, whom St 
Clair knew, though St Clair was 
precisely as patrician as Pollock 
was Bohemian. 

St Clair then moved to Manhat- 
tan and studied with George Grosz 
at the Art Students' League, followed 
by the Colorado Springs Art Centre. 
He was involved in the WPA (Works 
Project Administration) in Okla- 


homa City where he had his only solo 
show in 1942. Enlisting with the 328th 
Fighter Squadron, he saw active ser- 
vice in Europe and northern Africa 
but returned to New tork to continue 
his career as a painter: 

This lasted until 1959 when he 
came to the Babcock Gallery, which 
since 1852 has dealt exclusively in 
American art, an unbroken record 
for a commercial establishment 
Starting as a director, St Clair 
bought thegalleiy and toe sameyear 
took over toe Marsden Hartley es- 
tate, a truckload of paintings 
brought down from rural Maine. He 
immediately put on a show, toe first 
of 11 exhibitions in the next 20 years 
that transformed toe appreciation of 
Hartley inevery sense, financially as 
well as critically. 

St Clair placed Hartky works with 
70 museums, not to mention toe ret- 
rospective at the Whitney Museum 


of Amen can Art in New York to 1978, 
the first major museum show for 
Hartley in 30 years. As John Driscoll, 
who bought toe Babcock Gallery in 
1988, puts it, “Nobody in this centu- 
ry did more to keep Hartley’s name 
in front of the public, and thatalone 
is a mgjor accomplishment Hartley 
was fortunate to have someone like 
Michael come along.” 

As well as Hartley, St Clair also 
built a following for such relatively 
neglected painters as Childe Has- 
sam, Ambrose Webster. George 
Innes and Alfred Maurer; who was 
known as “the first modern Ameri- 
can artist” and whose bizarre war- 
fare with his father; a traditionalist 
artist, ended with his father’s death 
at toe age of 10Q and Maurer’s sub- 
sequent suicide when he realised he 
could not live without so bitter an 
enemy. St Clair was also an ac- 
knowledged expert on the ever- 



St Clain gentleman dealer 


mysterious Albert Finkham Ryder 
having gathered incomparable 
records about his scarce works. 

But during nearly 30 years of run- 
ning toe Babcock Gallery St Clair 


also showed contemporary artists, 
especially if their names began wift 
“B”, such as Bessie Boris, Ben Ben 

and Byron Bin-ford, who represent- 
ed America at the \fenice Biennale 
in 1968. He also exhibited toe work 
ofthe eccentric railroad heir Jerome 
Hill and the constructivist mod- 
ernist Stephen Edlich. When he 
sold toe gallery St Clair remained 
very much part of its operations and 
aesthetic, as its active eminence 
grise. Last year he established the 
Babcock Galleries Endowed Fund 
for Art Histoiy at Pennsylvania 
Stale University. 

As a salesman St Clair managed 
to be degantiy taciturn and as rig- 
orous as any academic, refusing to 
lower or debate Ms stated price, like 
an old-fashioned gentleman dealer. 
Equally quaint most of what he sold 
also belonged to him personally 
works he would take home to live 


with, although he did not collect 
Greta Garbo used to come into the 
gallery to enjcyhto erudite ecp Lana- 
tions, and he was mortified when one 
day she suddenly fell to her knees to 
examine paintings he had propped 
against the wall, before he had had 
time to hang them or stop her. 

As St Clair was expert at track- 
ing ck>wn toe scattered works of 
neglected artists, perhaps the only 
remaining question is where his own 
oeuvre, a quarter of a centuiy’s- 
worth of paintings, might be found 
today. In his gracious apartment on 
East 74th Street,. only one very 
small landscape signed Michael St 
Clair was to be seen. 


Adrian Dannatt 


Michael St Clair, art dealer and 
artist born Bradford, Permsjftoar 
nia 28 May 1912; died NewYbrk22 
February 1999. 
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Canon Peter Hammond 


^ ^eunDoie. He moved at 
ease mthe different worlds of the Nav* 
^ac. ae OrthodasChun*, Greece, aJ 
cMecfaire. He was teacher; artist, writec 
priest. He kept friends from every 

Fnnrn nf Ms? - _ 


/Tpl <V 
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m his company. He would treat an 
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‘AM 


reverence to both person and object 
Hammond was born in Bromley 
Krmt, in 1921, though his ancestry 
meant that Cornwall was a place he 
came to love. In 1938 he wenlto art col- 
lege and gained a scholarship to the 
Rqyai College of Art, bat joined the Navy 
~ - 


choosing to remain a rating, escorting 
the North Atlantic co n vo y s and gaining 
a reputation for his speed and accura- 
cy as a codec In 1943 be was posted to 
SicOy for the invasion of Italy, then was 
sent to Alexandria and was demobbed 
in 1946. It was his experience of these 
war years at sea that led to his decision 
to be ordained in the Anglican Church. 

01 He went to Merton College, Oxford, 
in 1946 to read History It was at Oxford 
that be developed his interest in East- 
ern Orthodoxy, and before going to the- 
ological college at Cuddesdon he spent 
two years in Greece, based on Saloni- 
ka but travelling widely. His first cura- 
cy was in Summertown in Oxford 
(where he was particularly appreciat- 
ed for his cricket) and this was Mowed 
in 1953-65 by his work: as the general 
secretary of the Anglican and Eastern 
Churches Association while he was. 
with Patrick (yLoughlin at St Anne's* - 
Soto, and St Thomas, Regent Street 

During these years he wrote his 
first book. The Vbt^cfMarak tiiepre- 
sent state of the Greek Church, which 
eventually appeared in 1956. In a typi- 
cal Hammond combination ft brings the 
historical scholarship, vivid portraits of 
local life, and profound theological m- 

^ tianity. He was also the driving^xce 
behind the translation by a small group 
of friends of the extremely si gnifican t 
work of Vla dimir Lossky Essai swr la 
TheblogieMystiq^delT!^^ 
which had been published in Paris in 
1944. Again Hammond showed himself 
a prophet, for the subject was then vir- 
tually unlmownato without his skill and 
determination this book, which still 
remains the best introduction to the 
subject, would never have been pub- 
lished- It appeared in 1957, and today is 
acknowledged as a classic, constantly 
reprinted on both sides of the Atlantic. 

In the fifties, the focus of his inter- 
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A book waiting for a publisher: one of Hammond's pen-and-ink drawings of Amorgos, 1982 


estonce more shifted. In his tipy village 
.church at Bagendon in the Cotswolds, 
: his creative sense of liturgy was ex- 
pressed m the way in which he celebrated 
stamfing behind the altarfacing the peo- 
ple^ once again amongst the pioneers in 
what was later to beaane generally ac- 
cepted. The New Churches Research 
Grwm^ was founded in 1957, bringing to- 
gether another group of friends, who 
were inspired by his enthusiasm for the 

relationship*; betw een flip fh q m h h niM - 

ing and its worshqipmg congregation. 

This was explored not only in con- 
ferences, pamphlets and study tours but 
also in two significant books: Liturgy 
<mdLAn*ttectoTe,pubB^iedml960,and 
in 1962 TbwardsaChurAAniuteiAiTes, 
a collection of studies which he planned 
and edited. These established him, as 
Tanya Hatred says in her new book 
Crajls m Britain m the Twentieth 
Century as “the Church of England's 
leading architectural theorist’'. His in- 
fluence OH. the t ransformation of the 
design of religious buildings however 
went for wider and became truly 

inte rnational and mter -^ fennminatinnfll 


fVom 1962 until 1980 he taught His- 
tory of Art and Complementary Studies 
at the Hull College of Art, where he 
showed himself a disciple of W.R. 
Lethaby and developed courses which 
included art, dance, drama, music and 
literature, particularly poetry. Here 
his musical fife, which owed much to a 
father who had been in the orchestra of 
Moriey College in the great days of 
Arnold Foster; surfaced. At Oxford he 
had shown a passion for medieval 
music and for the music of the Eastern 
Church, »nd this continued through 
his life, particnlariyin his much-valued 
association with Mary Berry and her 

Gregorian singers. 

The early Eighties saw him once 
more in Greece, living on the island of 
Amoz-gos, where he studied, drew, wrote 
and talked, becoming part of local life. 
His notebooks and exceptionally accu- 
rate topographical dran ghtsmanship, 
which captures the elusive beauty trfCy- 
riadie ar chitec ture, remain as tile raw 
material erf the book for which he failed 
to find a publisher 

His last years ^ were spent in Lincoln 


Luis Maria Argana 


LUIS MARIA Argana, who was assassi- 
nated yesterday m Asuncion, was one 
of Paraguay’s most controversial polit- 
ical figures. As Vice-Preadent, he was 
at the centre of a tetter stru ggle for po- 
litical power ^ with President Radi Cubas 
Grau, and the real power behind the 
throne, the former army commander 
General lino Oviedo. Argaha’s murder 
brings much doser the prospect of a di- 
rect military intervention for the first 
time in a decade. 

Argafla was an expert exponent of 
fac ti onal politics in a country long run 
by a single party the National Repub- 
lican Association (ANR in Spanish), bet- 
ter known as the Colorado party. This 
organisation was the vehicle for the 
long military dictatorship of Ge n eral 
Alfredo Stroessnei; who ruled Paraguay 
from 1954 until he was in turn over- 
thrown by the military in February 


of the Stroessner regime, which he 
served as president of the supreme 
court But he managed to change sides 


just in time, and^ was appointed foreign 
minister of the newgnvesrnment led by 
General Andres Rodriguez. 

Argana remained a principal actor 
in Paraguayan politics when foe Col- 
orados were returned to power in elec- 
tions in 1993, becoming president of 
the party and using his control of foe 
Colorados’ all-powerful machine to 
{dan his own bid for the presidency in 
foe 1998 elections. 

He was, however; outmanoeuvred by 
the supporters of the army commander; 
General Lino Oviedo, foe leader of a 
rival Colorado faction, the so-called 
“ethical" tendency. (A military career 
is no bar to political activism in 
Paraguay; on the contrary membership 
of the ANR has traditionally been a 
prerequisite for advancement) 

Oviedo attempted an unsuccessful 
coup against President Juan Carlos 
Wasmosy (also a Colorado) in 1997,^ was 
cashiered and sentenced to 10 years’ im- 
prisonment. That stopped Oviedo from 
running for President hhnseUlast year; 


but he managed to secure foe official 
Colorado nomination for his long- 
time protege Radi Cubas Grau, a civil 
engineer and political innocent 

Cubas was duty elected, and made it 
his business to grant Oviedo a presi- 
dential pardon as bis first official act. 
This led to a bitter wrangle between foe 
President, the judksaiy and the legis- 
lature, which is dominated by the pro- 
Argana faction of the Colorados. While 
all this was going on, Oviedo travelled 
around the country revelling in the po- 
litical pbang be was causing and prepar- 
ing to make another bid for control of 
the Colorado apparatus in next month’s 
internal elections. 

Oviedo’s only serious imp ed i m ent 
was Argafla - Who was removed when 
three men in military uniform opened 
fire on his car in an AsnnckSn street. 

Argafla, a short, wiry man with 
a peremptory manner; came from a 
leading Asntiribn family. He was a grad- 
uate of Paraguay’s military academy 
and qualified pilot as well as a lawyer 



Argana during elections in 1997 


In the latter capacity he was a member 
of foe International Court of Justice 
in The Hague. 

COUN HARDING 

Luis Afarfd Arparia Ferraro, politi- 
cian: bom Asuncion 9 October 1932; 
died Asuncion 23 March 1999. 
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DEATHS 


DORMAN: (Dublin) 22 March 
1999, peacefully at St Vincent's 
HoOTrtalElm Park, Christopher 
(Cbristy), Dowtend Road and 
late ofCaptzdn’s Avenue. 

. R/ki/ror*] husband of Mary, ana 


o, relatives ; 
he rest in p 


Rmerall 


Church, Crtimlin. to Mount 

jerS Cemeuay All ramiiMS 

to Patrick Massey. Crumim 
Road, DubEn 12, teleplujne 

Dublin 455 2926. 

G1LLMORE; David ft«wd GUI- 

aBfflsgttttft 

Don! /fieri neaceftjQy 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


Larner & Son, «« Upper Rich- . 
Twnnri Road, London SW15 6TG. 
(Parking at the Church is very 
restricted! 

TOFFOLO: On 18 March 1999, 
Giuseppe Giovanni Battista Taf- 
falo, dearly loved husband of 


family and menus, wiu«. 
S^pmonMoo&ygM^h 
at All SainLs Churti, PUJaa®, 

Church Gate, tondwt SSTO aad 
followed by a I^telwraLA 
memorial serwee wiljtafce fpa« 
al a lat» date- If 
fiirnsral flowers or *matwns» 

Marie Curie Cancer Care, c/o E. 


at i® Joam on Friday 25 March 
at the Church of the Immaculate 
Conception, Rsrm Street, WL 
Flowers may be sent to A 
France A San Lid, telephone 
9171-405 490L 

WEST: On 19 March 1999 Neville 
Frederick, jof Btogmei; hue 
Sussex University; Director at 
n Mfi inquiries and donations 
^d^STtoMartlets Ho^ce 
do Coopo- & Son Rmeral Ser- 
vice, 42®gh SreeUgga. 

East Sussex, 01273 475557. 

AntMHnKfi j 0 eols for BIRTHS. ftMR. 

BIAGES 4 DEATHS are riuuged at 

£ 5_50 a fine (VAT extra). 


Birthdays 

Air Chief Marshal 
John Allison, Air Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief Strike 
Command, 56; Mr David 
Atkinson MP, 59; Mr Hoy 
Berridge, former Chairman, 
South of Scotland Eaedricfy 
. Board, 77; Miss Barbara 
Daly, make-up artist, 54; Sir 
David Eady QC, High Court 
judge, 56; Mr James tfox- 
Andrews QC, former circuit 
judge, 77; Mr David Jewell, 
former Master Haiteybuiy 
College, 65; Sir Peter Leslie, 
former chairman. Common- 
wealth Development 
Corporation, 68; Mr Patrick 
Malahide, acton 54; Sir 
Peter Meinertzhagen, for- 
mer general manag er, Com- 
monwealth Development 
Corporation, 79; Mb' Herman 
Ouseky, Chairman, Comr 
mission for Racial Equality 
54; Miss Suzanne Norwood, 
former circuit judge. 7S; Pro- 


fessor Dorothy Severin, 
Gilmonr Professor of Span- 
ish, Liverpool University, 57; 
Mr Alan Sugar, executive 
chairman, Betacom, 52; Pro- 
fessor Harry Whittington, 
geologist, 83. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

Births: William Morris, 
socialist, artist, poet and 
typographer; 1834; Terrence 
Steven (Steve) McQueen, 
actor; 1930. Deaths: Queen 
Elizabeth 1, 1603; John 
Millington Synge, playwright, 
1909. On this (fay: foe city of 
Damascus was captured by 
Tamerlane, 1401; it was 
announced that direct rule 
would be imposed on North- 
ern Ireland, 1972. Today is 
foe Bteast Day of St Aldeman 
St Catharine ofVadstena, st 
Irenaeos of Sftmrmn, St 
Simon of Trent and St 
William of Norwich. 
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Historical notes 

JONATHAN M %NTLE 

United family 
of Benetton 


where he was particularly involved 
with the fabric of foe cathedral and 
brought his profound fading tor historic 
buildings to bear on its conservation. 
After his installation as canon in 1987 
he succeeded in bringing together 40 
international conservators and art 
historians to derided what should be 
done about foe deterioration of the 
Romanesque frieze on foe west front 
of the cathedral 

His energy wwmwitmwn t en- 
sured that this project succeeded 
against all the odds. And here 
in Lincoln, as always, his friends 
could count on finding him, ready to 
greet them with his nicely judged 
cooking and conversation and his un- 
demanding welcome. 

Keith Murray 
and Esther de Waal 

Peter Hanmjcmd, priest born London 
24 February 1922; ordained deacon 
2952, priest 2952; Canon and 
Prebendary, Lincoln Cathedral 2987- 
99; married GUtian Funster ( three 
sons); died Lincoln 2 March 2999. 


BY THE beginning of the 20th 
century, the family business 
was at its height as driver 
and beneficiary of national 
economies around the world. 

In Britain and other coun- 
tries. many such businesses 
survived world wars and re- 
cessions only to be destroyed 
by the imposition of cen- 
tralised controls over wage 
bargaining, staffing and man- 
agement during the 297Us. 
Those w hich survived to the 
1960s were often fatally weak- 
ened and vulnerable in a 
“free” market where preda- 
tors masqueraded as capi- 
talist heroes. Now. on the 
edge of the new millennium, 
the Government is preaching 
the virtues of both family 
and the return to work; and 
perhaps it is time we looked 
again at the family business. 

The real-fife rags-to-ridws 
story of the Benettons is a 
case study in point Just over 
30 years ago, the four Benet- 
ton siblings started out 
with a locally proven idea 
and an ambition which no 
bank would lend them money 
to fulfil- Today they supply 
8,000 clothing shops in 
120 countries. 

What makes such a suc- 
cessful family business? As 
was the case in pre-Wrifare 
State Britain, it took a dose of 
straitened circumstance for 
every measure of hard work. 
The lack of a safety net, even 
near-anarchy would seem to 
be a prerequisite for the 
rise of such a phenomenon. 
Nowhere are family and the 
family business more prover- 


bially the rocks of society 
than in Italy, in whose post 
war ruins the Benettnns 
grew up. and amidst whose 
political chaos they remain 
happily centred today 

This is a cimunslance- 
based recipe for success, and 
it includes a hefty dose of fate 
uf the kind against which 
you cannot legislate. Luuanu 
Benetton was only 14 vean. 
old when his father rifori after 
a debilitating illness and a 
business failure, forcing the 
son to leave school and be- 
come the family- breadwinner 
Had his father lived, it u ould 
have been a different stray, ‘i 
am convinced." hr tins said, 
“we would nut lie hi xetixfay" 

The most successful fam- 
ily businesses are also the 
most flexible. In a move 
which most likely would hare 
been impossible in a business 
in thrall to institutional shore 
holders and market analysts, 
they have hedged their bets 
by building a separate and 
parallel empire based un mo- 
torway and airport services, 
restaurants and hotels. This 
may be a mountain with one 
of the best-known mimes in 
the retail world, yet the sum- 
mit is not named Benetton, 
but Edizione: an all-powerful 
holding company, the 16th 
biggest in Italy, yet owned 
by a mere five members of 
the family. 

This abibty to preserve 
the interests of family while 
introducing new blood, be it 
human or in the form of in- 
formation technology, is dis- 
astrous in its absence. When 


a family g.vs 

wrong, it goes «iy wrung m- 
dml. and i‘\wnsivc nr im> 
directed exercise of family 
control is usudb' to blinn* 

Tin 1 sum a ssflj| family 
husmess. like tin? successful 
f.unily. bnngs n-iurns far 
workers and wuriu.T iiuneir.. 
In the IHS«‘ nr Ilenetinn. su j- 
lvss lias also bi»ugh* if 
gaiised xmiiphuhia m the 
Inrm of Amenean i»ru!»v- 
tmnism. ;«ul 

on t he part, of envious «uh i*r 
Using agencies uhi'u the 
brand strategy luckfiit-d 
and the ailvcrUMiig v, cut out 
ot cuntnil it has hiuught the 
sha^ lsn i , ' 0 ^fh' , lonijui.'tnnr 
the duittL ring classes, u fnw 
residual auitenipt tVr ‘tratk ' 
belies tile tact Uta! their 
own prosperity is fimmbsl 
nn the sanu*. 

Wind Is flic mural of such 
a family saga’ 1 It ir.jy nut to 
possible to clone such a pin* 
nonunion, but it u- possibl>> !n 
learn from it It may 1 m* j“r, 
sible, but not desirable. toN> 
a retail giant that f«*els it h.is 
to be a cultural iam in order 
to keep it in the family. Either 
wny. if a family keeps a uuU- 
managed himiner-s. the busi- 
ness will keep thi* fcinuiy. il not 
always togetlier. at least func- 
tioning through Ute ineviLitile 
hazards of death, deprecia- 
tion :md divorce, all or which 
and more it has done in foe 
case of Benetton, to the 
nest generation. 

Jonathan Mantle is Ok au- 
thor of 'Benetton' (Little, 
Brown. 07.991 


Mental element of 
tachograph offence 


Post Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 0171-293 201 2 
(24-hour answering machine 0171-293 201 1) or fax to 0171-293 2010. Please give a daytime telephone number. 


IN SECTION 96(1 1A) of the 
Transport Act 1968. which 
prohibited an employer of 
drivers from causing or per- 
mitting a driver to contra- 
vene the requirements of 
Community rules restricting 
driving hours, the word 
•‘permitting" meant not tak- 
ing reasonable steps to pre- 
vent contraventions of the 
rales by drivers. 

The House of Lords allowed 
the defendant's appeal against 
the decision of the Divis- 
ional Court to remit charges 
against him under section 
96(1 lA) of the TVansport Act 
1968 to the justices with a di- 
rection to convict, ordering 
instead that the matter should 
be returned to the justices for 
aretriaL 

The defendant was the 
owner of a coach business. He 
was charged under section 
96(I1A) of the Transport Act 
1968 with permitting his drirers 
to contravene the requirements 
of Community rules restricting 
driving hours. He had failed to 
examine charts produced by 
tachographs, installed in his 
drivers' vehicles, which estab- 
lished contraventions by the 
drivers. The justices were not 
satisfied that the mental ele- 
ment irf the offences had been 
established, and acquitted the 
defendant on all charges. 

The Vefakte Inspectorate ap- 
pealed to the Divisional Court 
by way of case stated. The Di- 
visional Court concluded that 
the justices had erred, and or- 

dered that the case be returned 

to them with a direction to 
convict the defendant The 
defendant appealed. 

TIUL King QC and Mark Laprtfi 
(Backhouses) far the defendant; 
Jonathan Fbster QC and Paul 


USA JARDXNE is quoted in 
Prospect as being of the 
opinion that Shakespeare is 
“a pick V mix playwright”. 
That this reduces him to 
the level of a cheap-candy 
stall in Woohrorth’s need 
not delay us (he has weath- 
ered worse, usually at the 
National), bat it is instruc- 
tive to compare this with a 
remark by Salman Rushdie 


WEDNESDAY 
Law Report 

24 March 1999 

Vehicle Inspectorate 
v Nuttall 

House of Lords (Lord 
Shun of Hadley, Lord 
Jauncey of Tullicheltle, 
Lord Nicholls of 
Birkenhead, Lord Steyn 
and Lord Hobhouse . 
of Woodborough] 

18 March 1999 

O'Brien (Dooley & Cot for the 
Vehicle Inspectorate. 

Lord Steyn said section 
96U1A) of the 1968 Act pro- 
hibited the employer from 
causing or permitting a driver 
to contravene the require- 
ments of the rules. The word 
“permit" should be given foe 
wide meaning of not taking 
reasonable steps to prevent 
contraventions of the rules 
by drivers. 

The manifest purpose of the 
Community rules was to place 
a responsibility on an employ- 
er of driven to use tachos*aph 
records in order to prevent 
contraventions and to promote 
road safety. 

The offence was not one of 
strict or absolute liability. Noth- 
ing less than wQhilness or reck- 
lesnes5 would be sufficient for 
foe mental element of the of- 
fence, and in practice reck- 
lessness would be the relevant 
mens rea. If foe defendant's 
state of mind was one of not car- 
ing whether a contravention of 


the regulations took place, that 
would generally be sufficient to 
establish recklessness. 

to the absence of evidence to 
the contrary, justices wore en- 
titled to assume that a licensed 
operator would be aware that 
for road safety purposes he 
was obliged to perform periodic 
checks on tachograph records 
If. in those circumstances, 
apart from proof uf a series of 
contraventions by drivers the 
only evidence was an explana- 
tion by foe employer that he did 
not examine the records over 
the relevant period of time, 
that was capable of amounting 
to a prima. facie ease. 

A prima fade ease was. 
however, capable of beuig re- 
butted It had to be emphasised 
that if justices were not satis- 
fied on the whole of the evi- 
dence that foe employer had 
committed the actus reus with 
at least a reckless state of 
mind he must be acquitted. 

Contrary to the view of the 
justices, the defendant's failure 
to examine foe tachograph 
charts was capable of produc- 
ing a prima facie ease of reck- 
lessness in the required sense. 
It followed that the Divisional 
Court had correctly held that 
foe decision nf the justices was 
fundamentally Hawed and had 
to be quashed. 

The Divisional Court had. 
however, gone too far in di- 
recting the justices to convict. 
It was for the justices to con 
sider foe facts and to decide 
whether the defendant was 
able to rebut a prb/iujhcu’ case 
of recklessness. The direction 
to convict would accordingly be 
set aside and the case returned 
to the justices for a retriaL 

KATE O’HANLON 
Barrister 


WORDS 

CHRISTOPHER 
HAWTREE 
'll’, conj. 

in The New York Times: 
"Pick ’tt'mix [is] at the heart 
of the modern, anu luozrt it 
been that way for most of 
this nll-sbook-up century?" 


His rock n' roll take on 
culture has at least got 
the punctuation right- n' 
hicks an “a” and “d”- hence 
there should be two apos- 
trophes to indicate their 
omission, not quotation 
marks. Even the Apple sys- 
tem does not grasp this: it’s 
a matter orent-and-pasting 
the second apostrophe, to 
pot it in front of (he u n"„ 




8/FEATURES 


the WEDNESDAY REVIEW 

The independent 24 March 199$; 


You ask the questions 

(Such as: drugs tsar Keith Hellawell, what would you do if you 
discovered your children were smoking dope?) 



=- r r ; A * £ * - 


t 




K eith Hellawell, 56, start- 
ed his working life as a 
coal miner before join- 
ing Huddersfield Bor- 
ough Police. During his 
36-year career in the 
police service he was 
awarded the Queen's Police Medal for Dis- 
tinguished Service in 1990, rising through 
the ranks to become Chief Constable of 
West 'Yorkshire Police in 1993. In January 
1998 he took up his current position as UK 
Anti-drugs Coordinator charged with co- 
ordinating an anti-drugs strategy across 
110 government drug-action teams. 

Do you believe that prostitution is 
linked to drugs? 

Unfortunately, yes, many young women 
are prostituting themselves to feed their 
drug habit, some from their very early 
teens. Street agencies estimate that more 
than half of the “working women” have a 
serious drug misuse problem and that 
their work and drug misuse are inextri- 
cably linked. I have spoken out against de- 
scribing the most vulnerable as 
prostitutes, as I regard them as victims 
and cot offenders. 

If you believe that locking drug dealers 
up is not a solution, how do you propose 
to punish them? 

I do believe that drug dealers ought to be 
locked up, many of them for a considerable 
period of time. Howeveq many people are 
dealing drugs to feed their own drug 
habit, and I consider that where their crim- 
inality is caused by addiction they must be 
treated as well if we are to reduce long- 
term criminality. Treatment and enforce- 
ment not treatment or enforcement is 
where I stand. 


Do you have children? What would you 
do if you discovered they were taking 
drugs? 

Three children, six grandchildren. Fortu- 
nately none have been involved, partly be- 
cause we have discussed the issue with 
them from a very young age. If they had, 
however; I would have discussed the sub- 
ject with them as dispassionately as I could, 
and were they addicted, seek help from our 
GP or a specialist drug service such as the 
National Drugs Helpline (0800 776600). 

Do you despise drug users and dealers? 
If not, what do you fed towards them? 
I have a repugnance for dealers who are 
happy to benefit from the misery of oth- 
ers. Many are extremely cruel people who 
subject their dients to violence. Addicts 
often seU drugs themselves in order to pay 
for their habits and avoid violence at the 
hands of their suppliers. There are many 
categories of users. There are those with 


a genuine illness who use drugs to alle- 
viate their pain. The Government has li- 
censed research into the medicinal 
properties of cannabis to establish the va- 
lidity of using it to help in the relief of pain. 
I have, however, little time for those 
users who believe it is their right to flout 
the law by using drugs regardless of the 
consequences. 

How can parents help you to tadde drugs 
in schools? 

Parents have a major part to play; first- 
ly, in the home. I have met parents who 
have lost children to drugs who feel 
guilty they did not do more. Others feel 
inadequate and wish to know more. That 
is why the Government has published the 
Parents Guide to Drugs and Alcohol and 


has set up a website (httprwww. 
trashed.co.uk). Barents have an im- 
portant role to play with teachers in 
schools. The Government’s financial sup- 
port to be directed to drugs education over 
the next thrpg yp-ars highlights the part- 
nership between teachers, parents and 
youth workers. It is this integrated ap- 
proach which will make an impact 

If drivers could be tested to see if they 
were under the influence, would you 
agree to the legalisation of cannabis? If 
not, why not? 

There are two parts to this question and 
I cannot really see the Enk. However; 18 per 
cent of all drivers killed on our roads have 
illicit drugs in their body, more than half 
of them cannabis. Scientific research con- 


firms that, cannab is can damage people’s 
ability to carry out many types of tasks in- 
cluding driving and nstng machinery and 
that is why we are developing better test- 
ing devices for the police. Along with 
other; more long-term health risks asso- 
ciated with the use of cannabis, the risks 
involved in legislation far outweigh the ar- 
guments in its favour: 

How do you think your experience as 
Chief Constable for West Yorkshire can 
help yon to tackle the drug problems of 
an entire nation? 

As Chief Constable I spent much of my time 
listening to the problems erf the commu- 
nity. I saw at first hand the damage drugs 
caused, whether through deaths, crimi- 
nality or violence. I represented the police 


service nationally on the subject of drugs. 
I was a member of the Advisory Council 
on the Misuse of Drugs and helped develop 
a partnership approach with other agen- 
cies with prevention and treatment bark- 
grounds. I advised the Government on 
many drug issues. Internationally I advised 
other countries on drugs policies and rep- 
resented the UK on many occasions. My 
previous jobs afforded me first-hand ex- 
perience at all levels. 

How did you move from mining into the 
police force? 

I always wanted to be a police officer. When 
my wife and I decided to marry I left the 
pit to join the police as it was a much more 
secure job, although less well paid, but we 
were allocated a free police house. 


Do you find that your fo rmer c olleagues 
are supportive of your current rate, or 
are they jealous? 

They are supportive- Many encouraged me 
to apply for this job as I had represented 
their views on drugs far a number of years. 
However; the police service is a competi- 
tive profession and I suspect it will not be 
immune from jealousies, which wfiT an- 
doubtedty include me. 

What do you think of Amsterdam’s an- 
swer to their drug problem? 

It’s not really an answer They describe the 
Drug Cafes as an experiment, one with 
which they are having problems. Ovembe- 
counter, take-away purchasers of small 
quantities of cannabis, particularly for 
use in other countries, has led the Dutch 
government to harden its policy. Their pol- 


# 


is also being severely stretched by the cafe 
owners who hold large amounts. Thefr.siip- 
pliers, who are major dealers, u seHoj hnd 
as a base for their international activity .vdth 
some impunity. 

The government believes it is giving out 
the wrong message to young people about 
Ecstasy (ie that it is safe and it is not a crim- 
inal offence to take the drug). In future, in- 
formation about the damaging effects of the 
drug will be handed out if and when pills 
are tested Their treatment programmes 
for heroin users are having a very positive 
effect in reducing the number of addicts. 

Questions submitted by: 

Elizabeth Goddards Norwich 
Steve Menary, Kew. London 
Sean Ltnekan, Highgate, London 
Colin Muir, Ipswich 
Naomi Wilkes, Reigate 
Francesca Latham, Northallerton, 
North Yorkshire 


NEXT WEEK 

TREVOR MCDONALD, 
FOLLOWED BY GRIFF 
RHYS JONES 


SEND questions for Britain’s 
favourite newscaster Tfrevor 
McDonald, and for the actor and 
comedian Griff Rhys Jones, to: You 
Ask the Questions, Features, The 
Independent, 1 Canada Square, 
London El4 SDL 
(fax 0171-293 2182, or email 
yourquestionsg? independentco.uk}, 
by 12 noon on Friday 26 March 


We may not have a nation but 
at least we have a TV station 


Thirty-five million Kurds may not have a country, but they do have a television station. 
Except that the ITC is closing it down after pressure from Turkey. By Philipp Blom 





Some 16 million Kurds are thought to tune in to MedTV regularly Magali Ddporte 


XT FIRST glance, HikmetTabak 
looks like any other London 
media executive. Dressed in a 
(fork suit with blue shirt and de- 
signer tie, his mobile phone 
never far from his hand, the 38- 
year-old director of the Kurdish 
station MedTV is the very 
image of the elegant urbanite. 

“Before we began broad- 
casting," he says “only smug- 
glers brought news from one 
Kurdish community to the next 
The Kurds were told that they 
didn’t exist, that their culture 
was worthless. Now they can 
hear their own language, listen 
to their own music." 

On Sunday Mr Tabak and bis 
colleagues at the station cele- 
brated the Kurdish new year. 
MedTV had managed to 
survive another year despite 
Turkish opposition, creating a 
virtual Kurdish nation for its 16 
million viewers throughout 
Europe, the Middle East and 
North Africa. 

But on Monday Turkish tele- 
vision reported that the chan- 
nel was due to be dosed at 4pm. 
The Independent Television 
Commission (TTO had decided 
to suspend the station’s broad- 
casting licence for 21 days for 
breaches of impartiality and in- 
citement to violence following 


of a country that, according to 
Turkey, does not even exist 
The station is run on an 
annual budget of QOm. The 
wobbty-looking set for the daily 
phone-in. Good Morning Kur- 
distan, is very much in Middle 
Eastern taste, with little porce- 
lain figures in display cases, 
wallpaper simulated by dabs of 


which lends MedTV its name. 

In Tlukey, watching the 
station amounts to an act of re- 
bellion. Satellite dishes are im- 
pounded and shot at by the 
authorities; viewers are threat- 
ened with prison. Despite all 


The Kurds are the 
world’s largest 
stateless nation 


this, or because of it, MedTV has 
an almost religious following. 
Sixteen million people are said 
to watch the station regularly 
Since MedTV went on air in 
1995, TUrkey has tried to stop 


it from broadcasting. The sta- 
tion is dubbed “PKK TV" and 
is accused of being funded by 
organised crime, and of sup- 
porting terrorism. Its satellite 
signal has been jammed from 
a Turkish source and broad- 
casting deals have been re- 
voked after pressure from 
Turkey. That cotmfay has also 
lobbied the British Govern- 
ment and the ITC to dose the 
station, which is administrat- 
ively based in London. 

The ITC objected to the 
screening of interviews with 
PKK activists, who call on the 
Kurds to rise against Turkey 
and declare a state of was 
The rebel movement's bel- 
ligerent hyperbole sits un- 
easily with Western standards 
of journalism, especially as 


the station did not contrast 
these calls with other views. In 
the months leading up to the 
ITC’s decision, the station has 
been warned and fined for fail- 
ing to ensure the impartiality 
of its reporting. 

But, says Mr Tabak: “It is 
almost impossible to present 
impartial news coverage if 
Turkish officials refuse invit- 
ations to appear on the pro- 
grammes. Our opponents are 
working to Middle Eastern 
rules, but we have to abide by 
British standards.” 

Fbr those working at MedTV 
journalism is an act of cultural 
self-assertion which is often 
bought at a huge price. Evezy- 
one has friends and family 
members who have been 
threatened or killed. 

Mr Tabak, the son of moun- 
tain farmers, became involved 
in demonstrations for KimTish 
rights and culture while he 
was at school. In 1978, then 18, 
he was arrested as a “trouble- 
maker” and tortured by the 
Turkish authorities. He was 
released u years laten The anty 
conviction he received was a 
three-year sentence for saying 
in court that he was Kurdish. 

When I visited the studios of 
MedTVS images of corpses and 
of women in shock and mourn- 
ing were flickering across mult- 
iple screens, accompanied by 
elegiac music, 

“Today is the anniversary of 
a terrible day " explained one of 
the journalists working there. 
“On 16 March 1988, 5.000 Kurds 
were gassed by Saddam 
Hussein in south Kurdistan. 
We have lost so much. But we 
do have MedTV We can at least 
speak our language here." 


coverage of the capture of Ab- 
dullah Ocalan, the leader of the 
Kurdish Workers' Party (PKK). 

A few days earlier. I had 
visited the cultural capital of 
Kurdistan: Denderieeuw, 20 
miles from Brussels. Here, on 
an industrial estate, are the stu- 
dios ofMedTY broadcasting via 
satellite 18 hours daily of 
Kurdish news, features, music, 
discussion programmes and 
religious debates. It is the voice 


paint, rattan furniture, and 
book-spines painted on to wood. 
It is a living-room for the 
thousands who phone in from 
the Anatolian mountains. Syria, 
northern Iraq and Europe. 

The Kurds are not only one 
of the oldest cultures; they 
also, with their 35 million mem- 
bers, make up the largest state- 
less nation in the world. They 
trace their roots back to the 
Medes, an ancient civilisation 



The Irritations of Modern Life 

34. PEDESTRIANS BY STEVE JELBERT 



MANY YEARS ago, long 
before Crimewatch UK 
warned viewers to be 
afeared of strangers 
seeking lifts, a sign stood 
beside the southbound M5 
lane at Taunton which 
delighted generations of 
hitchhikers aiming for the 
legendary flesh-pots of the 
South-west (and Newquay). 

A simple white-on-red 
rectangle reading 
“Pedestrians - Look 
Right!” had been amended 
over the years with the 
phrases “Feel Right” and 
“OutasightT. 

Dead right, because 
pedestrians need a bit of 
livening up. Who are these 
people, presumably capable 
of using cutlery without 
wounding themselves, that 
find the task of, well, 
walking, beyond them? 
Anyone who has ever had 
to hurry through a busy 
British high street - 
possibly to collect a vital 
legal document, or perhaps 
a human organ for 
transplant purposes- will 
be reminded of that cheap 
Brownian Motion 
experiment taught in 
school science lessons, 
where the random 
movement of particles is 
observed. 

I have to declare an 
interest here. As an urban 
cyclist, sporting a T-shirt 
that proudly declares “I 
AIM FOR PEDS", Fm 
acutely aware of potential 
hazards -like the git who 
walked straight into the 
road, and me, inBalbam 
last yean (He got a 
mouthful, I got concussed.) 
Ten thousand London 
cabbies could and will tell 
you that non-commercial 
traffic is banned from 
Oxford Street mainly 
because only highly trained 
drivers what-have^one- 
The-Knowiedge possess the 
sharp responses necessary 


to avoid ploughing into Mr 
and Mrs Merle Moron of 
Minnesota Every yean 
tourists suffer comedy foot- 
breakage or worse at the 
wheels of a Routeznaster 
bus, as they forget our 
quaint habit of driving on 

die roadway and 

inexplicably fail to sense a 
huge red thing bearing 
down on them. 

Presumably US visitors 
are confused by the very 
concept of public transport 
which not even Princess Di 
ever stooped to. But great 
thinkers such as Norman 
Foster; architect laureate, 
have been forced to 
confront the ped problem. 
The capital’s Jubilee r.mn 
extension incorporates 
platform screens to prevent 
stupefied walkers 
wandering on to the tracks 
with their shopping. That 
well-known curmudgeon, 
Chelsea PC’s owner Ken 
Bates, was on to something 
when he proposed 
electrified fences to 
restrain football fans back 
in the Eighties. 

This is an internati onal 
problem. Genius prankster 
Joey Skaggs created an 
organisation of “vigilante 
sidewalk etiquette 
enforcers” called WALK 

RIGHT! in New York in 
1984. Their 66-point 


programme included 
regulations such as “Obese 
people must walk in single 
file”; “All joggers must wear 
underwear", and “No 
stopping while walking 
except when in the 
shopping lane”. Predictably 
the media, including CNN, 
fell for it, yet the natives 
canvassed happily signed 
a petition in support 
Even tiie very word has 
negative connotations. 
Think of pedestrian books, 
or movies, records, 
websites even. A 
“pedestrian protest” hardly 
evokes images of happy 
ramblers seeking roaming 
rights. No, it brings to mind 
clueless, shuffling 
humanity, all creeping 
along half-heartedly in the 
same general direction. 

A muddy Glastonbury 
Festival, in fact 
Oddty international 
guidebooks generally 
suggest that striding 
purposefully will enable the 
streetwise visitor to pass 
for a local anywhere. Until 
clothing featuring 
indicators is perfected, 
perhaps our only hope is to 
be surrounded by 
sightseers faying to fit in. 

Of course, if you need to 
ask for directions you’ll be 
stuck, but that’s another 
irritation entirety. 
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Madonna, in Atelier Vfersace, has 
another great new look. The tunic 
and trousers are subtly elegant 


Rachel Griffiths outvamped her 
“Hilary and Jackie’ co-star; Emily 
Watson, in this dinging pink gown 


Minnie Driver could take a leaf out Catherine Zeta- Jones opted for Cate Blanche tt (left) and Gwyneth Liv Tyler chose dusty lilac over 

of Madonna's book. Her top takes jewel colours and cut a dash in this Paltrow look sublime in black Johi 


deconstruction one step too far 


ruby-red Versace couture creation 


John 

Galliano and pink Ralph Lauren 


pink (the colour of the Oscar 
season) and looks less sugary for it 




On Oscar night, clothes really can make the woman. (And, in some cases, her career.) By Christa Worthington 
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S ometime in the last decade, Holly- 
wood and fashion discovered 
that, like R-ed Astaire and Gin- 
go* Rogers, they could flatter 

each other an camera. As a result, 

the red carpet of the televised 
Academy Awards ceremony has 
become the world's most 
watched fashion runway; and the 
winner is increasingly the best dressed. 

In the old days - pre-1990 -you could watch the 
Oscars flu* the entertainment value of the f ashion 
disasters -the occasional excesses of soul displayed 
by those flashy stars who were uninhibited by the 
international codes of good taste. LA was still a re- 
gional outpost as far as fashion was concerned, and 
the guidance of the studio costume designer had 

gradually disappeared. Barbra Streisand in the early 

Semities could wear transparent Arnold Scaasi 
rffiounge pyjamas. Liz Taylor could be teased, 
-squeezed and baubled. Raquel TOalch could appear 
in a royal-blue seqmned catsuit (1978). And still there 
was no mistaking that they were stars. 

Now, movie stars look more tike fashion models, 
all linprf up in pretty satin slip dresses or this sea- 
son’s pale-pink ballerina gown. A certain sameness 
and predictability, however glossy and globally 
authorised, has set in. Under the heightened scrut- 
iny of more and more cameras, no one can afford 

to be laughed at - a fear that has fuefled the boom- 
ing career of 4 * stylists”, costume designers and per- 
sonal dressers to the stars, many of whom have in 

recent years become minor celebrities themselves. 

“Itfs elegan t and faship^btebirtmtdirerfwnal." 
observes \felerie Steele, curator of the museum of 
the Fashion Institute of Technology in New "ftrit, 
about Oscar-night fashion, -in the last six or semi 
years, so many actors have been put into the hands 

erf stylists that they have acquired a *£851110111513 
appearance. It has to do with a blurring between 


‘I’m ready for 
my close-up. . 


however StyEsfcs have to come op with dothes that 
perform well on camera, move freely wont wrinkle 
in tiie limousine, and come in textures and colours 
that fitter the wearer under strong fights. Just as 
importantly they have to translate the often con- 
fusing extremes of fashion into something readily 
understandable to middle America. 

-Hollywood tikes sexy tight fitted clothes. There 
was a time when mxte was a popular colour for fash- 
ion, but Its not good for TNT says Susan Ashcroft, 
whose company Film Efcshion, represents Escada 
and other labels on the West Coast 

“Then fashion had its grey period, which is not 
a frequently requested colour in Hollywood. Now 
people are into jewel tones and muted pastels - 
camer a-friendly colours." 

In America, the Awards has become the second 
most-watched show after the SuperbowL This time 
around, they mimicked that sports eventwith a new 


Sunday time-slot and Oscar equivalents of the pre- 
and post-game wrap-up. 

Phillip Bloch, who early on styled numerous stars 
for the Oscar ceremony, and gave the red-carpet 
fashion commentary for CNN and ABC. says the 
fashion mission at the Academy Awards this year 
was to make actresses -look like every Ifitle girl’s 
dream of *when I grow up I want to be a movie star’ ". 

In designing the dream, stylists can either flop 
or score. In 1998, the stylist Jessica Pasta: launched 
Randolph Duke's career when she put Minnie Driver 
into the ruby-red jersey dress he had designed for 
the Halston label, but fellow stylist Arianne Phillips 
was not universally acclaimed for Madonna's black 
sHkfiiiUe and dove-grey tulle outfit, a combination 
of Olivier Theyskens and Jean Raul Gaultier. 

a tt’s become a war of stylists,” says the costume 
designer Barbara Tfanhe about the competition 
around the Oscars. Tfanke customised the look of 


Uma Thurman in her hugely successful lHacPrada- 
Piitp Fiction dress of 1995. considered a fashion tri- 
umph for being unexpected iPrada was not known 
for evening clothes) and quietly glamorous. (The 
dress was recently auctioned at Christie’s Unfor- 
gettable: Fashion of the Oscars sale of dresses to 
benefit Aids research - it sold for $9,200.) 

This year’s most stylish and muse-like nominees 
-Gwyneth Paltrow and Cate Blanchetl- were wooed 
by several designers at once and, as is customary 
they had more than one Oscar- night outfit prepared 
for them. In 1996. instead of wearing the dress Vera 
Wang had designed for bee Sharon Stone famously 
showed up in a plain black Gap T-shirt paired with 
a trumpet skirt by Nhlentmo and a silk Armani coat, 
which she herself had put together at the last minute 
- a star's prerogative. 

Getting their clothes in front of the Oscar-night 
cameras may be worth $lm wrath of advertising - 


actresses and fashion models. In the early ivmraes, 

models were hot; by the mid- to late-Ninebes, they 
were losing gmmd to the settles vfcoroe 
Aioniaing magazine covers and being styled Eke 
ffiodelSs but with eurvier bodies and more ufio- 

Sy S?s^ost at the Osratrs -at 
the MTV music video awards and the Golden 
(Hobes, too, dothes are increasingly beaming me 
focus of entertainment nm-mnihr 

“Actors and actresses m 
have a lot of interest in 

“Thev just dress for then- roles. 
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the cost of a 30-second spot on the show - but the 
designers have paid in other ways, throughout the 
year, for that privilege. 

A West Coast infrastructure of publicists and rep- 
resentatives, planted by European designers, now 
cultivates actors' and stylists' attention to ensure 
product placement. Designers spend as much as 
$400,000-3600, 000, according to Patrick McCarthy, 
editorial dire dor of W magazine, making Oscar- 
potential dothes available for riming and brarawing 
for the big night Valentino, C-ahin Klein and Escada, 
among others, customise gowns for stars - now a 
prerequisite for Awards nominees. 

Los Angeles did not become a fashion destination 
until the late Eighties, when Giorgio Armani 
stealthily launched a coup on Hollywood. By then, 
fashion designers born of the ready-to-wear boom 
in the Seventies had acquired enough financial dout 
and star status of their own to play Hollywood's 
game. Leaving nothing to chance as he built up a 
West Coast retail operation. Armani cultivated the 
right social contacts by hiring^ Wanda McDaniel the 
wife of a producer on 77ie Godfather, as his publi- 
cist She remains the linchpin of his West Coast 
operation. His Godjdthcr connection dates from 
1982, when Jay Cox, a childhood friend of Martin 
Scorsese and Robert De Niro, wrote a Time mag- 
azine cover story on Armani subsequently all these 
people became friends. 

More seductive than his personal charms, how- 
ever, Armani's dothes made actors an offer they 
couldn’t refuse: they promised to keep the wearer 
from looking ridiculous. As a result he maintained 
a monopoly on costuming the Oscar presenters for 
a while -until Versace. Ddce&Gabbanaetal gained 
some ground. 

Simultaneous to Armani’s beachhead, Alan Carr, 
then the producer of the Awards ceremony decided 
that the show could do with a fashion make-over. 
Eleven years ago he asked Fred Havman, retailer 
of the recently defunct emporium Fred Hoyman of 
Beverly Hills, and creator of Giorgio perfume, to 
select Oscar-worthy clothes from European and 

American collections and make them available on 

loan to presenters and nominees. At the time, says 
Havman, “the fashion being worn was boring and 
demeaning to the Oscars" Haymanfestffl the official 
co-ordinator of Oscar fashion, even if he has now 
become somewhat eclipsed by the star designers 
and their media machinery, and he continues to 
stage a large, pre-Oscar fashion show for the 
press, and to display and lend clothes to presenters 
and nominees. This year he attempted to ban hbw* 
in favour of “princess" pastel tones. 

The object is to look fibe a confection that the am. 
era could devour - with tulle underskirts and 
shoulder wraps, ballerina skirts, headed tops and 
delicate colours. The trouble with the new pretti- 
ness, say fashion-lovers, is that it doesn't allow for 
estrones. Rita Watnick, owner of the vintage cou- 
ture shop Lilly et Cie, where stars often shop for 
the Oscars and other awards events, observes: 
‘'Sometimes when you look back, the person you 
think was not well-dressed may lave looked great 
and been frying something ftfoufous.” Criticised far 
wearing cycling shorts one year, beneath a black 
velvet bustiCTand skirt, Demi Moore was apparently 


Mamie Driver; 1998. Stylist Uma Thurman, 199S. A hit. 

Jessica Ifaster scored with this Prada as evening-wear proved 
ruby-red jersey Halston dress to be perfectly understated 


Madonna, 1998, in a Jean Paul 
Gaultier skirt and an Olivier 
Theyskens top. A designer clash 


Barbra Streisand. Back in the 
1970s. a girl could get away with 
transparent pyjamas. Fabulous 


the Renaissance and empire period. It was fabu- 
lous," Watnick says. Entertainment, yes - but the 
media just wasn’t ready for it 
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Why Irish culture 
leads by a head 

In just a few decades Ireland, once almost a byword for parochialism, has 
become a world-beating brand name in contemporary music, film, theatre, 
comedy and literature. How did this happen? By Phil Johnson 


O n the Saturday before 
Last, more than 250,000 
people filled Dublin’s city 
centre for what was billed 
as Europe's biggest ever 
fireworks display. The 
event, which was part of 
the city's week-long St Patricks Festival 
and followed on from a grand unveiling of 
the Millennium Big Drum (the biggest 
drum in the world), could be seen as a mo- 
ment of triumphalism for Irish culture. In 
Ireland these days, however triumphalism 
is hand to avoid, for signs of the country’s 
cultural resurgence are everywhere. 

After the fireworks, revellers could go 
home and watch an RTE broadcast of the 
chart-topping Irish pop group The Corns 
at the Albert Hall, or stop off at one of the 
dozens of city centre pubs that feature tra- 
dittonal music. In the teeming bars of the 
Ttemple Bar district - which locals say is 
being ruined by the incursions of rowdy 
En glish stag-parties- D ublin has pwn rm 
a ted its own version of New Orleans’ 
French Quarter; where tourists can enjoy 
a kind of Celtic theme-park experience. 

The incredible success of The Con's - 
whose second album has sold more than 
three million copies in the UK alone, and 
pulled their debut recording into the 
charts along with it- isjust the latest chap- 
ter in the remarkable story of Irish popu- 
lar music's rise to international fame. Fbr 
two decades now from U2 to Bpyzone, with 
toe Cranberries fitting in between, a small 
country whose pop traditions once 
amounted to little more than a baffling 
weakness for showbands has become a 
world leader. 

Add to this the revival of all things Celtic, 
including "traditional” music in various 
forms, the Riverdanee phenomenon and 
the continued success of Irish film-making, 
comedy, literature and theatre, and the 
swaggering confidence of the St Patrick's 
Festival can begin to be understood Even 
without considering the dubious benefits 
of the Irish theme-pub craze, where 
putting a bran-tub in the window and hav- 
ing a couple of workaday musicians sing 
“Brown-Eyed Girt” every other night is suf- 
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The lack of the Irish: Father Ted and The Corrs 


fiaent to create a mythic version of a Coun- 
ty Clare hostelry, there’s no denying that 
all things Irish have become more popu- 
lar than ever before in the UK and abroad 
Despite this success, there are still mur- 
murs of dissatisfaction at home. On toe 
same day as the fireworks show, Dublin's 
Bbenxng Herald newspaper included a 
front-page story complaining that toe 
contenders for toe Irish entry in this 
year’s Eurovision Song Contest were not 
up to scratch. There were accusations that 
RTE was deliberately staging a “pathet- 
ic” EuroSong because the station did not 
want to win yet again. 

Its againrt this background that “From 
the Heart”, the Barbican Centre's second 
festival of Irish music and culture, tabes 
place. Over toe next two weekends there 
are concerts and events covering music, 
dance, literature, comedy and film, to- 
gether withaseries of wmkshops and lec- 
tures. Its focus has also widened to indude 
the traditions of Northern Ireland, with 
Seamus Heaney reading his poetry 
(accompanied by the iifllp-ann piper Liam 
O'Flynn), and songs and stories from the 
legendary folk-revivalist Tommy Makem 
with Davy Hammond and Arty McGlynn. 

Fbr Ted Barrington, Ireland’s Ambas- 
sador to Great Britain, the reasons behind 
the rise of Irish music and culture are 
many and varied. “On toe musical front, 
a complex of things have contributed to 
international success,” he says. “On the 
one hand, there’s a long, vernacular; tra- 
dition of music in Irish life, and not just 


m highbrow life, but in the day to day prac- 
tice of music at home and in local com- 
munities. The influence oflrish t rad itio n al 
music also fed into toe culture in toe Six- 
ties, along with the examples of Ameri- 
can musicians likA Bob Dylan, and toe 
indigenous showband scene, which was 
a rural phenomenon. The cross-fertilisa- 
tion between all these categories has been 
hugely important" 

Contemporary Irish music also re- 
flects widespread changes in Irish soci- 
ety, where half of the population is now 
under 30, and almost a third under 25. 
“The degree of social change taking 
place, partly through demography has 
meant that along with youth culture has 
come a dimate of experimentation and 
the working-out of ideas about what it 
means to live in Ireland today,” says Bar- 
rington. “In the Seventies and Eighties, 
there was a huge outflow of emigrants, but 
now more people are returning than 
leaving, especially from toe USA and 
r.flnflda and they bring an international 
pop culture back with them.” 

Fbr the social historian Reg Hall, how- 
ever; Irish music isn’t what it was. Hall is 
giving an illustrated lecture at the 
Barbican on Saturday entitled “Paddy to 
the Smoke", which will lookat the heyday 
of Irish music in London in toe Fifties and 
Sixties. “The music in the pub scene of 
London then was a transplantation of rural 
music from the West of Ireland, and tt 
began after toe war as a new phenome- 
non, for traditional music was never 


played in Irish pubs at that 
time,” Hall says. 

“What you had then was tens 
of thousands of Irishmen living 
in London, mostfy from the rural 
West and South. As mainly 
labourers working on the build- 
ing sites, they evolved a whole so- 
cial system in the Irish 
settlements ofKUbum, Fhd ding- 
ton, Kentish Town and Dalston, 

ard afop in H^unrnpptmiHi and Wil- 
liam, where they colonised run- 
down pubs. In those days, none of 
the Irish professionals working for 
Act Iingu s or the Irish banks 
would be seen dead there, for 
they regarded the musicians as . 
louts. It was instrumental music, 
with fiddle, flute and acoordbm, and 
pfeno and drums added if it was a 
dance. There was no guitar; never 

ramri a boUZQUki, anri the hmwa 

“bodhran” hadn’t even been coined. 

It was still a tambourine.” 

Fbr Hall, frie tradition of Irish 
irynsif* is comparable to that of Amer- 
ican blues, with both forms suffering 

a sinrilflr riihitinin of their ori ginal . 

power through commercialisation. 
“The original gutsy music that the 
Irish played was tike Hind Lemon Jef- 
ferson orLeadbeDy. Now, Irish music 

hflR h ^nfalnw iiptyto ftHririri1«v Ha«ie- 

es both at home and abroad and you 
can even go on Irish set-dancing 
holidays in Spain." 

Hall is not nostalgic about the past, 
however. “The tradition of Irish music 
in London has been lost because the en- 
vironment for it has gone,” he says. “It 
couldrft survive once evoyone was set- 
tled in houses, got married and had kids 
and stopped going to toe pub every 
night As a historian, I realise ft was in- 
evitable, and it's like the Great War. you 
might want to study it but that doesn't 
mean you want it back.” 

From the Heart is at the Barbican, 
London EC2 (0171-638 8891) 27-28 Mar 
and 3-5 Apr 



Feed me till I want no more 
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Music for six hands 


HANSEL & GRETEL is about 
forests and witches, step-moth- 
ers and (at least in 
Humperdinck’s opera) angels. 
But chiefly it’s about food and 
cookery - Hansel probably 
ranks with Oliver Twist as the 
hungriest boy since the Prodi- 
gal Son. So Richard Jones is 
bang right to fetishise chefs and 

tables and plates and, above ah, 
mouths, in his production for 
Welsh National Opera. 

He and his designer John 
Macfarlane make stunning 
capital out of this perhaps ob- 
vious theme. The grey Mother 
Hubbard emptiness of the 
family's kitchen triggers off 
the hungry fantasies of a 
dream sequence in which the 
children understandably see 
cooks and a fish-footman 
instead of angels, and 
Humperdincks cloud-staircase 
turns into a hilly laid dinner 
table. The drop curtains, a 
knife, fork and empty blood- 
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stained plate, and a cavernous 
open mouth, uterine but with 
teeth, form a ghastly prelude to 
the still hungrier menace of the 
witch's kitchen - all steel gad- 
gets, and by no means innocent 
of a quite different sort of phys- 
ical need. 

But if all this is supposed to 
tell us that starving in a 
primeval forest is merely a 
symbol of sexual awakening, 
the point is mercifully not 
laboured. On the contrary, 
Imelda Drumm (Hansel) and 
Linda Kitchen i GreteD make a 
pair of superbly gangly, un- 
self-aware 11 -year-olds. They 
are fresh, awkward, slightly 
wild in their clapping games 
and touchingly wide-eyed, as 
the chef-angels conduct them 


to either end of the festive 
board. And when it comes to 
cooking supper for the witch - 
a ghoutishly masculine, vesti- 
gially paedophile cameo by 
Nigel Robson, toe youngsters 
are childishly practical, per- 
haps remembering tbeir moth- 
er's admonitions from act one. 

This dazzling treatment is 
not without its musical prob- 
lems. It’s as well that the action 
is self-explanatory, since few 
words of David Pountney's 
witty translation reach toe 
dress circle. And though 
Humperdinck- with his relish 
for orchestral in-fill and his 
Wagnerian love of horns and 
middle-range strings - always 
challenges vocal projection, 
the conductor Vladimir Ju- 
rowska could do more to ease 
the problem. In the end a tenor 
witch is a musical error; since 
the orchestra covers the reg- 
ister he inhabits. - 

Nonetheless, this is musi- 


cally as well as theatrically an 
invigorating evening. Kitchen 
and Drumm - though their 
names sound like a percussion 
co-operative - sing with ap- 
pealing warmth and delicacy, 
Robert Houltan brings a certain 
drunken intensity to their fa- 
ther's account of the witch-in- 
fested forest, and Mary 
Lipyd-Davies is a strong moth- 
er who one could wish had 
more to sing. 

Mary-Louise Aitken plays 
the Dew Fhixy, a shade mod- 
ishly as the morning washer- 
up. The gingerbread children, 
from toe Glantaf Welsh Com- 
prehensive School, sing sweet- 
ly, and Jurowski has the virtues 
of his excess strength, getting 
sumptuous orchestral playing 
and a solid ensemble. 

Stephen Walsh 
Birmingham Hippodrome to- 
morrow (0122-622 7 486) and 
touring to 15 ApriLhffirnnatum 
from mO (01222 464666) 


TWO OF toe debut recitals at 
the Wallace Collection this 
month have featured French 
pianists. JeanEfflam Bavouzet 
on Sunday made a lightweight 
impression, despite choosing 
Chopin's B minor Sonata to 
end The best thing in it was 
the way he presented toe sec- 
ond subject of toe first move- 
ment -gracefully and wtbout 
gush. But throughout the 
rest, Bavouzetis energy burnt 
at too low a level to hold one’s 
interest 

Boulez’s 12 brief Notations 
- sharply etched miniatures 
which he wrote in 1945, when 
be was still in his teens - were 
much better suited to 
Bavouzetis character as a play- 
ed because he didn’t have to 
delve deep into his soul or sus- 
tain a long line. 

Alexandre Tharaud was 
harder to assess last Sunday. 
He under-estimated the emo- 
tional depths beneath toe 
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winsome surface of Schubert’s 
A major Sonata, D664 and, un- 
derstandably; sounded unset- 
tled m the opening movement 
Yet he was very natural in 
Schubert’s six Impromptus. 
Some pianists would have re- 
laxed into them and projected 
character more broadly. Vet 
Thara ud's disciplined view al- 
lowed them to be tender and 
touching and he was quite vig- 
orous, though not very fast in 
the penultimate piece. 

IBs programme was nicely 
planned, not too long, and he 
ended with four of Chabrier’s 
pfeces pittoresques. These elu- 
sive but much admired pieces 
refuse to do what you expect, 
and it’s a self-effacing pianist 


that plays them, though Tha- 
raud chose toe rollicking 
“Scherzo-valse" to end, so he 
was pretty sure of a good round 
of applause. 

Not surprisingly; since she’s 
far more experienced than ei- 
ther of toe young Frenchmen, 
Imogen Cooper showed much 
more complete awareness of 
the expressive depths, as well 
as the formal significance, of 
everything she played at the 
Queen Elizabeth HaQ on Sun- 
day afternoon. She is not nec- 
essarily a better equipped 
pianist in a technical sense - 
there was a degree of vulner- 
ability and her tone could be 
brittte under pressure -yet she 
met the challenge of the final 
section in Chopin's fourth Bal- 
lade with fearless bravura And 
while she did nothing exactly 
ravishing in toe Scherzo or 
slow movement of Chopin's B 
minor Sonata, she had clearly 
planned the whole work as a 


journey and shaped toe finale 
with as much attention to de- 
tail azxl certainty of purpose as 
aqy pianist I c an recall. 

She also showed a vivid feel- 
ing for atmosphere and colour 
in Debussy's Estampes, in 
which the piano dissolves in 
suggestions of a gam elan, or 
guitars, or the sound of rain. 
And in four pieces from Al- 
beniz’s Iberia , she relished 
dissonant crunches and inci- 
sive rhythms with infectious 
enjoyment What’s more, she 
negotiated the unplayably far- 
flung textures of “El Corpus en 
Sevilla" stylishly. 

In Debussy’s L' Isiejoyeuse 
it's always hard to escape the 
feeling of a succession of tech- 
nical hurdles (Ravel criticised 
it for sounding like a tran- 
scription of an orchestral 
piece), but if Cooper was a lit- 
tle Short of its final sense of 
abandon, she got pretty close. 

Adrian Jack 
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Wilde at heart 


TO CAST Michael Pennington 
as Oscar Wilde would, on the 
grim face of it, seem about as 
sensible as hiring a cactus to 
pose as an overripe melon or 
engaging Stephen Fry to create 
a definitive Oliver Cromwell 
Playing Wilde now at the Giel- 
gud Theatre, Pennington does, 
indeed, often give the impres- 
sion that here is a man who 
would have been happier pen- 
ning and improving a Temper- 
ance tract than in composing 
The Picture of Dorian Cray. 

What is heartening is how lit- 
tle this matters, for toe 
arrangement of toe material is 
so intelligent and compelling, 
and the Brechtian presenta- 
tional style adopted is so apt 
and penetrating, that Gross 
Indecency; The Trials qfOscar 
PRWe triumphantly rises above 
the rather empty exhibition (ft 
acting skin at its centre. 

A big hit in New York, this 
play by Moises Kaufman now 
arrives in London in a fluent, in- 
cisive production by its author. 
The present tense of this ar- 
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resting drama may take a 
chronological journey through 
Wilde’s successive courtroom 
ordeals from the disastrously 
rebounding Kbd suit against the 
Lord Queeasberry to toe final 
conviction. The excellence of 
toe piece, though, lies in toe 
way Kaufman opens it up with 
flashbacks and flashes-forward 
that produce telling juxtaposi- 
tions and discordancies, and 
with running cultural com- 
mentaries from then and now. 
The event is like a cross be- 
tween courtroom drama and a 
fascinating kinetic mosaic pro- 
duced by some cultural studies 
department, Fractured and 
increasingly phantasmagoric, 
with the cast transformed into 
our contemporaries, toe play 
has found toe perfect form for 
encompassing Wilde in all his 
complex contradictoriness and 


tarrtaHning capacity to antiei- 
pate modem preoccupations. 

He is. for example, an am- 
biguous icon for the modem gay 
movement in that, at his trial, 
he flatly denied his bomosexu- 
al activities, tfs typical ofGross 
Indecency that it addresses 
this issue by including a spoof 
interview with a trendy acade- 
mic who floats the interesting 
notion that ironically but fortius 
trial there might not be a mod- 
ern gay movement since ft was 
the original, for good and bad, 
of people befog defined and 
ripfining themselves by their 
sexuality and it fixed in toe pub- 
lic mind a limiting definition of 
what a homosexual is. It's pos- 
sible that, with his love of per- 
verse, pointed paradox, Wilde 
would have thought toe phrase 
“gay tiberatiorf’ a contradiction 
in terms. It’s the strength of 
Gross Indecency that ft airs 
these nebulous problems of 
identity at the same time as pin- 
ning down the disgusting poli- 
tics behind Wilde's suffering. 
The play movingly shows how 



Michael Pennington as Oscar Wilde Geraint Lewis 


hewasusedasa K g ht ri ng cop- give evidence against Wilde male co-presenters on the late, 
ductorto deflect attention from (bribes ironically more cor- unlamented That’s Life. In fact, 
a Liberal Government Itself rupting than any Oscar pressed all this play lacks is a “funny” 
rife with what, in their cases, on them) also double as jury- phallic vegetable, 
one might call toe lust that men, narrators, female whores Paul Taylor 

dared not speak its name. and dignitaries such as George Booking: 0171-494 5065. A ver- 
Superbty played, the unedi- Bernard Shaw and Frank Har- simoftiiis retries appearedm 
tying ime-up cf male prostitutes ris. Occasionally, they remind later editions qf yesterdays 
who were paid by the Crown to you of Esther Rantzetfs young paper 











